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Letter from IMCoS Chairman

Dear IMCoS Members

This column normally serves to inform you of de-
velopments and of occasional ‘small change’ that
would not otherwise be communicated in any official
article. You may recall that in our Spring 2006 Journal
I advised you of the fact that our Journal Editor Susan
Gole is stepping down after 18 years of service in vari-
ous positions in our Society. It seems therefore appro-
priate that the Chairman relinquish further claim on

his space in the Journal to enable Susan to say good-
bye to her faithful readers. Her retirement, I expect,
will be marred by Executive Committee members ask-
ing her questions such as: ‘Susan, how again did

the answers. Susan, on behalf of all of us: Thank you
for the great job you have done! May you live happily
ever after

HANS KOK

EE

From the Editor’s Desk

With some sadness I write under this heading for the
last time. IMCoS, however, is lucky to have an experi-
enced editor waiting in the wings. Valerie Newby,

en V. rie Scott, produced The Map Collector for
very many years, unt its demise. She came on the
IMCoS committee in 1997, becoming vice-chairman
the same year. She has been invaluable to IMCoS, or-
ganising many of the local meetings over the years,
contributing to committee meetings, and attending
many IMCoS functions. Most members will know her
already. and she can be sure of a very warm welcome
as editor of the journal.

Itwasin 1991 tha became the fourth editor of the
journal, still knowing very little about maps of any-
where except India where [ had been living for thirty
years. | had returned permanently to UK three years
earlier, and although 1 had been a member of IMCoS
for some years, | had attended very few events, but
was invited to join the committee. After establishing
IMCoS and being its first chairman for seven years.
Malcolm Young had decided it was time for a change,
and when his replacement, Tony Burgess, found do-
mestic problems prevented him giving adequate time
to IMCoS, T was asked to take over, in September
1989. Throughout those early years [ was very grate-
ful to have Malcolm Young always on hand to guide
me. and to give advice whenever I nceded help.
IMCoS was a simpler affair in those days. with less
than half the number of members, and more informal
in its organization. However it was a challenge | en-
joyed, and when we needed a new editor, Yasha
Beresiner, co-founder with Malcolm, pressed me into
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taking on that role too. I had a background in publish-
ing in India, so there was some sense in this.

In those days the journal was just over half its
present size, with between 36 and 48 pages, and no
colour, except the border around the edge on the front
cover. If I could include one main article in each issue,
I felt the content was sufficient. Many of the advertis-
ers are still with us, and their loyalty to IMCoS over so
many years has been a great asset. All members should
be grateful to them for keeping us going for so long.

The job of editor is a voluntary one, as are all tasks
undertaken by the executive committee. But I had to
earn a living too, and as the previous editor had been
paid to look after the actual production of the journal,
it was decided that [ should also receive remuneration
for the typesetting, lay-out and other work that goes
into a finished magazine. It is only recently that I have
realised that as an editor/producer [ was filling two
distinct roles. In one, I was responsible to see that the
affairs of the society were correctly promulgated to
members through the journal, and that articles were
obtained in time. with suitable illustrations. At that
time I used to look after the advertisements too, but an
advertising manager was later appointed to help me in
this. As paid production manager, on the other hand, in
those 1ys | had to type much of the text and make it
into pages, and insert the illustrations and advertise-
ments. The journal then was reproduced by photo-
copying the required number of copies, and I would
put it into envelopes and get them to the post office.
Nowadays much of the typing has gone, replaced by
e-mail or CD-Rom. but there is still the lay-out on the



page, getting the colour illustrations in the right place,
making sure that articles end at the bottom of a page,
and the reader does not have to ‘turn to page 48’ for the
final paragraph, and seeing to finer points of typogra-
phy such as hyphenation, line breaks, font size, etc.
Valerie is well qualified to see to all this now, and she
will be helped on the technical side by Jo French, her
colleague on The Map Collector.

Still, however, 1 empty the file with each issue,
and [ have no pending articles to hand over to Valerie.
So, members, don’t let her down! Keep sending her
your thoughts and knowledge on your collections, so
that she might avoid the panic I sometimes experi-
enced as the deadline approached, and I had nothing to
fill the pages.

Looking through some early issues, [ came across
anote stating that it was to be the policy of IMCoS not
to use titles for members when their names occur in the
journal. This seems to me to reflect the essence of
IMCoS—-a group of people who like maps, who
would like to learn more about them and their history,
and how to look after the ones they already have.
When a member sends in an article, it does not matter
if they are a learned professor, or a beginner. They
may, in real life, be a doctor, an architect, a housewife,
or a plumber. They find pleasure in their collection,
large or small, and are willing to share their
knowledge with other members. When another mem-
ber reads their article, the background of the author
should not matter. The article should be judged on its
merit alone, and if there are errors of fact, due to inex-
perience or lack of knowledge, this could be pointed
out, perhaps in a letter to the editor, or by private cor-
respondence (providing the author has agreed to have
his address included in the Directory sent regularly to
all members). There are other magazines of a more ac-
ademic nature where articles are checked before publi-
cation, and sometimes rejected, but the IMCoS journal
is for its members, not for sale to the public. It has al-
ways been a society newsletter, though as its members
learn more about their areas of interest it is becoming
ever more academic in its content, and useful as a ref-
erence work. But I hope it will always remain an
informal publication keeping members in touch with
each other, and the activities of IMCoS.

When [ stepped down as IMCoS chairman, I again
followed in Malcolm’s footsteps and took on the role
of International Chairman, to organise the annual

symposia in various countries. Now I am handing that
over too, and Rolph Langlais has been appointed to re-
place me. Rolph is known to many members as a regu-
lar participant at these symposia, and I am sure he will
not only provide a good programme for the future, but
also be a very useful person for local organisers to
consult. Apart from the symposium in Italy which was
organised by IMCoS itself, the local organiser (or lo-
cal committee) has full responsibility (including fi-
nancial) for the meeting. But as IMCoS has held these
events for so many years, a large amount of experience
has been built up, and the relevant committee member
is available for consultation on all aspects. 1 wish
Rolph well, and hope he has as much enjoyment in his
new role as I have found in the last few years.

I would like to close by thanking all my many
friends in IMCoS for the pleasure I have found in their
company, for the interesting places T have travelled to,
for the wonderful maps 1 have seen, for the huge
amount of knowledge they have shared with me. If
have been able to repay this through my work for the
Society, that is reward enough. 1 will still be around,
for many years 1 hope, but now it will be without re-
sponsibility, solely for the fun of being with you all.

SUSAN GOLE

Geoffrey Tapper has been our Reviews Editor
for several years now, and has expressed a wish to
be replaced. We are very grateful to him for the very
many reviews he has either written or persuaded
others to write, showing a wide knowledge of the
subject, and bringing many books to our notice we
might otherwise have missed.

So we now require a new Reviews Editor. As
usual this is a voluntary job, and the reviewers nei-
ther receive payment, nor do they retain a book
when the review is published—it goes into the
IMCoS library so other members may read it.
Books are not purchased for our library, but many
are donated, or they are sent by publishers.

This is a chance for a member (preferably in UK
for postage cost reasons) to see new books on car-
tography as they are published, and to keep in touch
with other members by requesting them to write re- .
Views.
| If you would like to do this, please contact

| Valerie Newby as soon as possible.













Platte River through what is now Wyoming or south
through Santa Fe or Albuquerque in what would become
New Mexico. Therefore, before the gold rush, the land
now identified as Colorado was known only to the na-
tive population, a few trappers and traders on the eastern
plains, and inhabitants of several small Hispanic villages
in the extreme southern part of the state. Fig. 1 is an
overlay of the principal geographic features of Colorado
depicted on maps before the discovery of gold on a mod-
ern image of the topography.

The initial gold rush, referred to as the Pikes Peak
or Cherry Creek gold rush, took place around the area
that became Denver, then the western part of Kansas
Territory. This area was barely revealed on published
maps as late as 1858, just before the gold rush. Re-
markably, no part of Colorado had been illustrated on
a printed map until Baron Alexander von Humboldt
produced his great map of the Kingdom of New
Spain which made use of manuscript material from
the Dominguez-Escalente expedition of 1776.
Humboldt’s map was prepared in 1804 and was
shared at that time with President Thomas Jefferson,
but it was not published until 1811. About the same
time—1810, the findings of Captain Zebulon Pike’s
expedition up the Arkansas and into the south-central
mountains of Colorado were published. In 1823 the
South Platte was first noted on a map as a result of the
expedition by Major Stephen Long. Captain John
Charles Frémont’s great map of the West, printed in
1845, was the first to  ow the three northern parks
(providing some knowledge of the north-central
mountains of Colorado) and the first to name Cherry
Creek, a small body of water that joins the South
Platte from the southeast. Expeditions conducted in-
dependently in 1853 by Superintendent E. F. Beale
and Captain J. W. Gunnison up the Arkansas River
and through the southern mountains provided rudi-
mentary information about the western mountains.
The geographic information garnered over the first
half of the 19th century was skilfully put together by
J. H. Colton for a series of maps first published in the
Atlas of the World in 1855. Fig. 2, a close-up of one
of Colton’s maps, represents the best that was com-
mercially available before 1858, the year the gold
rush began. Note how little information was actually
known about the area of what is now eastern Colo-
rado (a region approximately the size of the state of
Pennsylvania).

Rumours Inspire Action

For decades, the presence of gold had been ru-
moured in Colorado. William Bent, the famous Indian
trader, was quoted as saying: ‘The existence of gold
had been known to the Indians ever since [my] resi-
dence among them [the 1830s]. The Indians, however,
have always remonstrated against the knowledge be-
ing made to the whites. The country is their richest
hunting grounds; their best wintering country, and as
one old chief told Bent, if the white man ever found
the gold they would take from them their ‘best and
last” home.”” In 1850 on the way to California, a Cher-
okee party found some gold in the Cherry Creek area,
but the group continued on to the West Coast bonanza.
It wasn’t until 1857 that one of them, John Beck, men-
tioned the incident to fellow gold miners in Georgia.
Beck’ell, a professional gold miner, to form a party
that included many experienced Cherokee miners to
head to western Kansas Territory. Along the way,
other parties from Missouri joined them. By June
1858, 104 men were gathered in the Cherry Creek area
to prospect. Although gold was found, it was not in
paying quantities and within a short while all except
for Russell and twelve companions had abandoned
their hopes and returned to the east. Those who re-
mained finally discovered a modest quantity of drift
gold on 4 July and began obtaining low yields that
seemed worth the effort. As one of the miners wrote,
‘Our joy knew no bounds, we huzzaed, whooped and
yelled at the prospect of being loaded with gold in a
few months, and gave vent to any amount of hisses and
groans for our apostate companions that were making
all speed for home.”

During all of July, the small company prospected
in fear of [nCantrell, a trader from Fort Laramie, hap-
pened on the miners. After a few days’ stay, he left
with a bag of gold dust to return to the civilized Mis-
souri region. Soon after his bag was assayed, an article
appeared in the Kansas City Journal of Commerce on
26 August 1858, announcing the discovery to the
world.

A month behind the Russell company, a second
group (this one from Lawrence, Kansas), came to
the Cherry Creek area quite independently. They
had acted on the rumours of Indian scout Fall Leaf,
who had accompanied Major John Sedgwick on his
campaign to subdue the Utes in 1857 and had picked
up small amounts of gold in the Front Range. The









10

Jo Ann and Richard Casten, Ltd.

Antique Maps and Atlases

Specializing in fine rare antigue maps
from the 15t to the 18t centuries

We have one of the finest stocks of maps of all
geographic areas with special concentrations in early
Wor 1 maps, maps of America and of the Holy Land

Quotes in all areas provided upon request

Available by appointment in Old Field or at our
alternate locations at 01 West 81st Street in New
York City and at 5 Cottage Street in Branford, CT

Principal Address:

4 Dodge Lane, Old Field. NY, 11733
¢ 2phone 631-689-3018
Fax 631-689-8909
Email jrcasten(@castenmaps.com
Web castenmaps.com
















ing. The Oliver guide is a good example; the accompa-
nying map (Fig. 8) was drafted unabashedly to
promote travel to the mines only from Leavenworth
City (shown to the extreme right of the close-up).The
two central routes (Republican and Smoky Hill) Oli-
ver sought to promote are indicated in heavy double
lines while the Southern Route is shown in a lighter
double line. The Northern Route is not even identified
and only shown in the slightest of dashes.
Leavenworth is the only supply town even shown. The
alluring legend Rolling Prairieappears between the
Republican Route (labelled Central Route) and the
Smoky Hill Route (labelled Fremont’s Trail), while
the foreboding legend Barren Land appears near the
Southern Route. Other maps were similarly distorted.
On the Pacitic Rail map, favouring the Smoky Hill
Route, the designation of Gold Regionis seventy miles
south of'its correct location so it appears to be closer to
the Smoky Hill Route than it was. The Pratt & Hunt
map, biased toward the Northern Route, intentionally
shows Denver and Auraria north of their true location
and just below Fort St. Vrain, which makes the dis-
tance to the gold fields via the Northern Route appear
shorter. Mendenhall’s map, created for an opposite
purpose, seeks to frighten travellers from the Northern
Route by positioning legends about the Indians
nearby. The map in Parson’s guide, which favours the
Northern Route, shortens this trail by drawing the
route (boldly labelled ‘Emigrant Road’) straight
across the open prairie where it did not exist.

The Trek to the Cherry Creek Gold Fields
Distortions of routes were no laughing matter. The Re-
publican and Smoky Hill trails were largely unexplored
and extremely difficult to traverse. Imagine a 20-foot-wide
stream being the largest landmark in fifty miles of open
prairic. A comparison of different descriptions of the
Smoky Hill Route indicates how misleading they could be.
W. D. Baker provided an idyllic picture.
Added to all these advantages, the Smoky Hill
Fork route is well supplied with wood, grass
and water, and is at least three weeks earlier in
the spring than the more northern routes. But
this is not all; the streams are all bridged, and
the present settlements extend to within two
hundred and fifty miles of Pike’s Peak,
affording the greatest safeguard against Indian
depredations. Added to all this, the emigrant

will save one hundred and fifty miles of travel,
and will be able to arrive at the Mines at least
one week earlier.... In gold mining, a week is
sometimes a fortune.'®

However, validation of this route’s nickname Star-
vation Trail is found in the diary of Albert Richardson.
‘Emigrants who have come by the Smoky Hill tell us
they have suffered intensely, one traveling sev-
enty-five miles without water. Some burned their
wagons, killed their famished cattle and continued on
foot.”" Mr. Hamilton also had a terrible journey. ‘For
nine days the party had nothing to eat but prickly pear
and wild onions, and were three days and nights with-
out a drop of water. The only flesh they had during two
weeks was a rattlesnake killed and ate the day before
they reached the Arkansas.”*® A more horrendous ac-
count appeared in the New York Semi-weekly Tribune:

[A] Stage Agent reports picking up a man
named Blue, who was reduced to a skeleton
from starvation. He had started with his two
brothers. One of them had died, and the
remaining two ate his body. Another died, and
he in turn was nearly devoured by the survivor.
A man named Gibbs had reached the mines in a
starving condition, and he expressed the
opinion that his party, numbering nine, had all
perished. Many graves are reported along the
route, and much property had been abandoned
and destroyed on the road.”’

Of the thousands who made the trip by the various
routes, few were pleased. The Cherry CreekPioneer
reported: ‘Men are coming in here daily who have not
any provisions or money, and they will stay two or
three days at the farthest, and then return to the States
venting their spleen against the country and the peo-
ple.”** From February through April 1859, the number
of departures from the mines about equalled the arriv-
als. No more than one in ten stayed in Colorado and
few advanced their financial well-being. The vast
number returned disgusted, worn-out, and worse off
than when they began.

As a result, by the spring of 1859, there was
heavy traffic on the Northern and Southern routes in
both directions. Those headed west would become
discouraged by the grumblings of the so-called re-
turners.One diary recorded reactions, ‘Here we saw
a mound of dirt purporting, from an inscription on a
buffalo skull, to be the grave of Samuel Curtis, of
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Rear Admiral William D’Urban LLD, FRAS
by Peter Allpress

Andrew David’s very interesting article on Admiral Nel-
son, Alexander Dalrymple and the early years of the
Hydrographical Office (/MCoS Journal No. 102) men-
tioned William Durban as having surveyed the area
around Sardinia where Nelson’s fleet operated a great
deal during his service in the Mediterranean. It is worth
giving a few details of the William Durban who became
Rear Admiral Willlam D’Urban LLD, FRAS
(1768—1837), as he was a naval officer rather out of the
ordinary. His name is correctly spelt D’Urban, it having
been wrongly spelt in the official documents at the time
of his joining the navy. Tooley’s Dictionary of
Mapmakers (1st edition) quotes ‘D’Urban, Wm —
Channel between Sardinia, Sicily and Africa’. William
D’Urban was educated under the well-known mathema-
tician Isaac Dalby (1744-1824) who worked with Colo-
nel Williams ar  Colonel Mudge on the famous
trigonometrical survey of England and Wales. D’Urban
was also a Doctor of Civil Law, so he was well qualified
to undertake marine surveying as well as diplomatic
missions. He served under Admiral Sir George Keith
Elphinstone (later Lord Keith) in the reduction of the
Cape of Good Hope in 1795. In 1802, he was sent to the
Mediterranean with despatches relative to the peace of
Amiens and in particular the future of Malta. His knowl-
edge of Italian assisted him in the negotiations over
Malta, the success of which led to numerous diplomatic
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missions to Tripoli, Tunis and Algiers. Nelson was im-
pressed by D’Urban’s capabilities and when war with
Spain was expected, sent him on an important mission to
Barcelona to obtain information on the state of Europe
and to receive any despatches from the British Ambassa-
dor in Madrid.

My special interest in D#Urban, as a bookplate collec-
tor, arises from the very peculiar instrument he adopted as
the crest of his coat of arms. It took me many years to dis-
cover that it is a sistrum, which the Oxford Dictionary de-
scribes as ‘ajingling instrument or rattle used by the ancient
Egyptians especially in the rites of Isis’. The assistant
keeper in the Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan at
the British Museum, Marcel Marée, kindly gave me much
information about the sistrum, an example of which is on
display in the King’s Library in the museum, which [ was
able to see on my last visit to London. He pointed out that
the sistrum shown on the bookplates lacks the metal discs
on the bars inside the hoop which would produce the rat-
tling sound. Two bookplates of D’Urban illustrated show
the sistrum alone as a crest and in the full armorial. No
doubt D’Urban‘s diplomatic connections with North Af-
rica led him to adopt this unusual instrument as his crest
and the motto ‘Carthago,” now the modern Tunis.

Information on D’Urban’s naval career is given in
John Marshal’s Roval Naval Biography (1825) where
it is stated that in 1810 Mr Arrowsmith published ‘a
Chart of the Dangers in the
Channel between Sardinia, Sic-
ily and Africa’ formed from the
original surveys of Captain
D’Urban. He was a good friend
of Nelson and is favourably
mentioned in several of Nelson’s
letters recently published in Nel-
son —The New Letters edited by
Colin White (2005). D’Urban
was a fellow of the Royal Astro-
nomical Society as were other
marine surveyors such as Admi-
ral W.H. Smyth and Sir Francis
Beaufort who have been men-
tioned by me in previous articles
in the IMCoS Journal.
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gaps in them. Surely God intended Americans to claim
the territory, or so the prevailing thought was, so a
river would make it conveniently easy. The term
‘Manifest Destiny” was bandied about in newspapers
when Americans realized that the English, Russians,
and Spanish were claiming that which is now the Pa-
cific Northwest. Other imaginary Northwest Passages
appeared on maps in today’s Canada, with rivers and
lakes linking together to make an easy route from
Hudson’s Bay to the Pacific (de I’Isle 1754).

It is doubtful that Captains Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark believed in the River of the West going
all the way to the Pacific, but they did know that the
meandering Missouri River flowed toward the east
and south to the Mississippi River rather than towards
the west. The thought that another river could flow in
the opposite direction was probably never taken seri-
ously by Lewis and Clark, but the imaginary Oregan
river existed for many years on maps of North Amer-
ica. It is most often placed in about the area now called
South Dakota. The spelling ‘Oregan’ persisted for
quite a few years.

While we can smile at the thought that a river
would penetrate a mountain range as huge as the
Rockies, it should be noted that the Columbia River
does exactly that—it flows right through the Cascade
Mountain Range between Oregon and Washington. At
the time of the last ice age, geologists have evidence
that a huge frozen dam of ice and water broke through
in the upper Midwest and Canada and rushed towards
the Pacific, carving out a riverbed between Oregon’s
Mt Hood and Washington’s Mt Adams. This is often
called the Missoula flood, and it probably happened
about 15,000 years ago.”

For several decades in the 1800s Oregon was con-
stantly in newspapers, and from 1843 to 1883 pioneers
trekked two thousand miles over what became known
as the Oregon Trail, a mass migration that is thought to
have carried more than 100,000 people westward from
the then-frontier lands called Missouri and Illinois.
Oregon Fever caught the imaginations of many who
sought free land from the government. Never mind
that there were indigenous tribes living there. Oregon
was portrayed as a new Eden with furs, timber, and
fertile soil.

The flood of migration known as the Oregon
Trail (1843-80) came about because of descriptions
like this: “When improved and imbellished [sic] by

white man, Oregon will become the loveliest and
most envied country on earth. Oregon cannot be
outdone whether in wheat, oats, rye, barley, buck-
wheat, peas, beans, potatoes, turnips, cabbages, on-
ons, parsnips,  carrots, beets, currents,
gooseberries, strawberries, apples, peaches, pears,
or fat and healthy babies’.” It is estimated that fully
ten percent of the pioneers who travelled the Ore-
gon Trail died along the way.

A Missouri senator, Lewis Linn, proposed giving
Americans 640 acres of free land for settling there.
The Oregon Trail snaked 2000 miles across the open
prairie, through a wide-open pass in the fabled Rocky
Mountains, next to roaring rivers, across desert lands,
down treacherous mountainsides, and finally into the
wet and fertile Willamette Valley, a mere eighty miles
from the Pacific Ocean. Oregon City and its land-grant
office were the destination. Today there is an Oregon
Trail interpretive centre on the very site where wagon
trains disbanded.

The famous ‘Go West, young man’, often attrib-
uted to newspaper mogul Horace Greeley, captured
the imaginations of many. (The quotation is actually,
‘Go West, young man, and grow up with the country.’
It is now asserted to have been made by John B.L.
Soule in a Terre Haute, Indiana, Express editorial.)?

Interestingly, around the same time as people were
streaming west Henry David Thoreau lamented in The
Maine Woods that ‘We have advanced by leaps to the
Pacific, and left many a lesser Oregon and California
unexplored behind us.” He stayed in New England.

An odd map of 1838, late for the mistake, is a map
showing the entire area north and west of the state of
Missouri as ‘Missouri Territory.” It clearly extends to the
Pacific Ocean (Fig. 10). By this time newspapers were
referring to the Pacific Northwest as Oregon, so a map
calling it Missouri Territory is interesting if not factual.

Some literature scholars believe that William Cul-
len Bryant (1794—-1878) in his poem ‘Thanatopsis’ (‘a
view of death’) helped to established the spelling of
Oregon when he wrote:

...All that tread
The globe are but a handful to the tribes
That slumber in its bosom.—Take the wings
Of morning, pierce the Barcan wilderness,
Or lose thyself in the continuous woods
Where rolls the Oregon, and hears no sound,
Save his own dashings,—yet the dead are there....

27









hesitation to re-engage the British in a war over this
land, and the eventual boundary was settled at 49
degrees, the same as the separation from British
North America east of the Rocky Mountains. In
1818, the United States and Great Britain agreed
that "neither country should exercise governmental
jurisdiction”'’ in the vast Oregon country. The
agreements were renewed in 1828, and in 1846 the
forty-ninth parallel was established as the bound-
ary. The lin¢ simply extended across the continent
cxcept for the southern tip of Vancouver Island.
However, some British still wanted the Columbia
River to be the dividing line west of the Rockies
(Fig. 8). If they had prevailed, Seattle today would
be part of Canada. and Portland would be the north-
ernmost major American city on the West Coast. A
number of English maps show the dividing line fol-
lowing the route of the Columbia River (SDUK
1834, Lizars 1845).

An 1848 Scottish map has the notation next to the
Columbia River: *The Navigation of the Columbia
River is Free to All British Subjects.”An 1855 British
map (Fullarton) has the same notation along with the
49th parallel division.

In some maps, the Oregon territory touched Mex-
ico (that which 1s now called California). Missouri,
Nebraska, and various parts of what is now Canada. In
fact, this map collector’s first venture into map col-
lecting was a map found in Greenwich Village in New
York showing Oregon and Nebraska touching bor-
ders. Well-known and common maps (Robinson
1829, Woodbridge 1831, Kelly 1842) showed the
shape of the United States—extending from what is
now the top of British Columbia down to present-day
Oregon and eastward to the East and South, but ex-
cluding California, all of the Southwest, and Texas.
That appeared to be what the U.S.A. was going to look
like.

Many European and American maps in the early
and mid-1800s show California as part of Mexico.
As immigrants began to go westward across the Or-
egon Trail, some diverted to a southern route and
ended up in California. Strategically, California
was important to the United States, and certainly
once gold was discovered there in 1849, Americans
wanted the area even more. California became the
first western state admitted into the Union (1850)
just one year after gold was discovered. Nine years
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later, in 1859, Oregon was annexed into the Union
just before the beginning of the American Civil War
and was considered to be a Northern (therefore.
non-slave) state.

Even though the British had earlier called pres-
ent-day Washington state New Georgia (after George
[I), American settlers decided that Washington state
was going to be called Columbia or American Colum-
bia to differentiate itself from British Columbia. When
a party left the capital of Olympia for Washington,
D.C., to press for statehood, they called their territory
Columbia after the river (Captain Robert Gray named
the river after his ship. Columbia Rediviva in 1792). In
Washington. D.C., the charter was accepted. but the
name was changed to honour the country’s first presi-
dent. This single act has brought about decades of con-
fusion about the two Washingtons—one a city and the
other a state.

The area called Oregon has undergone tre-
mendous changes in shape and character since the
name appeared in William Cullen Bryant's poem.
It has shrunk in size to about one-fifth its original
size. It makes a person wonder if ever there was
another such name-changing in such a short pe-
riod of time. In the time between the mid-1700s
and 1860, Oregon was given almost two dozen
different names by American and European car-
tographers and explorers.
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The New Globe Museum in Vienna
by Oswald Dreyer-Eimbcke

The Palais Mollard on Herrengasse is one of the most at-
tractive baroque buildings in Vienna. It has been much
converted and rebuilt in the course of repeated changes
of ownership. and also as a result of bomb damage dur-
ing the Second World War. The latest cosmetic and
structural corrections were undertaken by the Austrian
National Library. The building, reopened on December
1, 2005 after an external tace-lift and internal technical
ar stylistic improvements, now houses the Globe Mu-
seum, the Esperanto Museum, the Music Collection and
the Department of Planned Languages.

The history of the Palace goes back several centu-
ries. The list of owners includes the von Stubenberg,
Spannberg and Zelkinger families, and from 1563 on-
wards Peter von Mollard, Master of the Horses and
Treasurer. At the beginning of the 17th century the Je-
suits ran a seminary here. In 1689 Count Franz
Maximilian Mollard had the building converted.

From 1831 onwards part of the Palace housed the
British Embassy, and from 1903 the Bavarian lega-
tion. In 1922 it was acquired by the Lower Austrian re-
gional government. In 1924 the Lower Austrian
Regional Museum moved in. In the Second World
War the palace was partly damaged by a bomb, and the
rear court tract was subsequently made higher. In 1982
the facade was restored. From 2001 to 2006 the Palais
Mollard underwent conversion work to prepare it for
its new functions.

With its move to the Palais Mollard, the old.
homely museum has grown into a modern, up-to-date
museum comprising a display area for exhibits, plus
storage facilities and a study area.

The globe exhibits are primarily arranged by top-
ics. In practice this means that one showcase deals
with the history of globes, another with how they were
made, while another room looks into the spectrum of
themes depicted on globes or into issues relevant to
cultural history, such as how globes were used and
how they were received.

One of the most precious items, Gerard Mercator’s
terrestrial globe of 1541, has been digitized. The globe
shown on the screen is a virtual facsimile of this exhibit,
Located next to the original, the virtual globe with its ro-
tation and zoom facilities makes it possible to penetrate
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Fig. 1. The Globe Museum, Herrengasse 9, Vienna.
All illustrations are from the museum catalogue.

deep into the world map depicted on the original globe.
It is controlled by a touch screen. There can hardly be a
more exciting way of presenting globes.

Although globes have been out of fashion for quite
a few years now, having been superseded by satel-
lite-assisted navigation systems for worldwide posi-
tion determination, they still have all the attraction of a
cult object. And that is indeed how many people today
see globes and all the interesting and beautiful instru-
ments related to globes. In addition, it is only natural
that academics also take an interest in globes. As
‘globe capital’, Vienna leads the world.
























IMCoS 20th Map Collectos’ Evening , Farmers Club, 3,Whitehall Court, London
Monday 27 February, 2006

This is always my favourite IMCoS event and this
year fulfilled all expectations in variety, interest and
humour, peppered with the combined knowledge of
many experts. It is this combination that is so exciting
and such fun!

Rodney Shirley opened the meeting with the sad
announcement that this was to be his last chairman-
ship. The meetings would of course continue, and be
as informal as at present. He went on to welcome the
IMCos President Hans Kok from Amsterdam to his
first Collectors” meeting.

A wonderful selection of maps were then pre-
sented and handed round for inspection:

Walter Valk had brought two maps —Europe on
the Eve of Waterloo, and The USA during the Civil
War. The first was a British map, published in Liv-
erpool the day before Waterloo in June 1815. show-
ing political change in Continental Europe. The
fascination was an area from Hamburg to The
Hague labelled ‘British’! Was this a British posses-
sion in Germany, Heligoland perhaps? The Ameri-
can map of around 1863, based upon a map by Tallis
published by the London Publishing Company in
the 1860s, had coloured areas marking the territory
of the Confederates (yellow), the Unionists (pink)
and between them Indian territories and slave states
n green.

Caroline Batchelor: The Geological Survey maps
of Denver sparked Caroline’s interest in geological
maps so, with her interest in Africa, she brought along
a Geological Survey of Egvpt. by Joseph Rufsegger
(1802 67), published in Germany. She also drcw our
attention to A.P. Stanley’s book of the Geology of Si-
nai and Palestine.

Susan Gole presented a book of map names that
she had been given to review —Mark Monmonier’s
From Squany tit to swhorehouse meadow. Published by
the University of Chicago Press it is about how map
names can claim and inflame. Some names can be re-
garded as cartographic insults and have to be changed
to be politically correct. Village and town names often
have a second meaning, pronunciation changes and
the colouring can also change. This book explains why
the names were changed. The illustrative excerpts

given certainly suggested that this was a very appeal-
ing and fun book.

Eugene Burden presented French maps of English
counties by Perrot. These were for a French edition of
Sir Walter Scott’s works published from 1826-30 in
Edinburgh as an atlas volume with 30 maps illustrat-
ing Scott’s books and poems.

David Webb as usual contributed a delightful se-
lection of strip maps and itineraries: the Australian
Herald Road Guide has a strip map for each day’s
tour, Austin Motors produced an itinerary for North
Wales, and the British Motor Corporation produced an
itinerary for Devon. I find it fascinating that, although
separated from cartographers such as Senex by more
than 200 years, the strip map holds its own as a guide
to touring in the age of the motor car as much as the
horse.

Hans Kok collects maps from Amsterdam to
Batavia in the Dutch East Indies, with detours to
South America if the ships went that way. In this
case the ‘detour’was via the North East Passage as
depicted on a map of the North Pole by Mercator
from his world map of 1569. Because of difficulties
in projection Mercator usually gave the North and
South poles separately. At that time it was believed
that hot sea water was sucked down at the Equator
and reappeared at the North Pole as the source of
fourrivers. The North Pole itself was thought to be a
high black rock. Longitude was determined in 1780
and thought to be influenced by magnetic variation,
the problem being that ship’s captains observed
more magnetic variation than could be accounted
for by one magnetic pole, so two are plotted on the
map on different islands.

Rodney Shirley presented a wonderfully varied
group of maps:

1. Title page to Stirpium Adversaria Nova, a book on
herbal plants by Pena and L'Obell. Engraving attrib-
utcd to Remigius Hogenberg. Unusual to show a rare
map of Europe in the lower half., and be dated *Londini
1570°. This date is very carly tor copper-engraving in
England.

2. Map of West Africa by James Kirkwood & Sons,
1820. Of interest because it shows the routes of the
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An embarrassing and alarming reality
by Martine Chomel

Traditional European scientific societies were
founded by enlightened personalities in the fields of
history, mathematics, physics, cartography and as-
tronomy in the 19th century. Such are the Sociéré
Rovale de Géographie in Paris (1821), La
SociétéGéographique de Berlin (1828) and the Royal
Geographical Society in London (1830).

In America, the earliest is the Sociedad Mexicana
de Geografa v Estadstica (known as SMGE) founded
in Mexico a few years after its independence from
Spain in 1833. It was born from the awareness of the
Liberals of the need to evaluate the resources of their
country and the basic necessity of publishing the first
Mexican map, a real exploit achieved in 1861 in the
midst of harassing political turmoil. Mexican intellec-
tuals from both the Conservative and the Liberal par-
ties took part in turn in the building up of this
prestigious society. People like Lucas Alaman,
Ignacio Manuel Altamirano, Antonio Garcia Cubas.
Miguel Lerdo de Tcjada, José Fernando Ramirez,
Manuel Orozco y Berra, Joaquin Garcia Icazbalceta
and Francisco Pimentel, to name a few, concentrated
their efforts on studying and writing about all the fac-
ets of this complex country and different aspects of its
culture.

1¢ SMGE became Masonic under the Presidency
of Benito Juarez and most of its members still belong
today to this powerful organization. After the Mexican
Revolution, the society was dominated by members of
the new official party called Purtido Revolucionario
Institucional which ruled Mexico for seventy years.
Little by little, the society lost its focus on learning and
publishing, and was mostly used as a means of rap-
prochement to political power.

[t possesses a large library which contains some
bibliographical jewels: first editions published in New
Spain since the 16th century, colonial manuscript ser-
mons, a few codices, universal literature and 19th cen-
tury European works such as Alexander von
Humboldt’s grand folio volumes on his Ainerican
journey and Lord Kingsborough's Antiquities of Mex-
ico. The map room concentrates on 19th and 20th cen-
tury material. The library was elegantly restored a
decade ago and most of'its collections were finally cat-

alogued and published. Both library and map room

have been closed to the public for quite some time.

through lack of interest and funds.

On 29 October 2005, Galeras Louis C. Morton, a
well-established auction house in Mexico, organized a
rare book and map auction where about one fourth of
the material came from the SMGE. This was evident
as all material — books and maps with the exception
of manuscripts — bore the SMGE stamp. It was not
easy to decipher as the stamps had been painted over
in blackish purple. Another stamp from a non-existent
antiquarian store had been added, surely to mislead the
buyers.

Among the lots offered in the catalogue, was some
first-class material:

* A new Map of the World from Captain Cook’s
Voyages (1799)

» Carte de la Vallée de Mexico by Alexander von
Humboldt, grand folio atlas (1811)

« Carte du Mexique et des pays limithrophes by
Alexander von Humboldt, grand folio atlas (1811)

o Introductorium  Astronomicum by  Jacobus
Stapulensis (1517)

o Tragwdiae Diiue, Hecuba & Iphigenia in Aulide by
Erasmus (1524)

* Brevissima totius habitabilis Terrae descriptio by
Henrico Glareani (1542)

o Historia de las notables, ritos v
costumbres del Gran Revno de China by 1.
Gonzalez de Mendoza (1596)

* Dudas acerca de las ceremonias sanctas de la
missa resueltas por los clérigos de la
congregacion de Nuestra Seinora by Henrico
Martinez (1602)

The auction house was warned ahead of time of
the imprudence of selling such material. It obtained a
letter which entitled it to go ahead with the sale, from
the consigner, who happened to be the SMGE Presi-
dent himself. Meanwhile some SMGE academics
started to get organized and tell members about the
facts.

The sale went off as planned and most collectors
were all too pleascd to get rare books at unrealistically
low prices, as the catalogue is there to prove it.
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This auction started a chain reaction in the news-
papers, where it was insinuated that the legal value of
St 3E President’s letter was dubious, as he offered
material to sell without the approval of his members;
and a point was made about the urgency of respecting
the nation’s cultural patrimony, even if the SI 5Eisa
civil association and not a governmental institution.
At the same time, researchers from different social sci-
ences institutes wrote letters of concern and had them
signed and circulated among intellectuals pleading for
the return of the books.

A week later, the SMGE organized an urgent
meeting where the President resigned and a new board
was constituted. A decision was made that all the
books without exception should be returned: a delicate
question, as nobody can be legally obliged to give
back what has been duly paid for. The collectors werc
slowly convinced to return the material under the con-
dition that they would be refunded. The pressure went

up and things took such a turn that a month ar a half
later, most books were recovered by the auction
house. Those plus another quantity of books, already
stocked inside the auction house reserves for a suppos-
edly future SMGE auction, were ofticially given back
to the SMGE.

It is to be hoped that the embarrassing lesson learnt
by everybody will be remembered and this kind of petty
scandal will not happen again under any circumstances.

The main concern remains: what to do with those
old societies which are unable to cope with their respon-
sibilitics for economic reasons or lack of interest? Cul-
tural treasures, the nation’s patrimony. are at stake. Rare
book collections gathered with countless efforts in the
past should not be lost, but at least made available to so-
cial sciences specialists for research, if not to the general
public. The solution may lie in the creation of councils
capable of invigilating and controlling the current state
of the collections.
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Letters to the Editor

On the road Down Under (/MCoS Journal No. 104,
p5-25)

There is an error on page 19, col 1, line 6 from bot-
tom. Calte> ad no connection with the Anglo-Ameri-
can Oil Company, which was the former name of Esso
in Britain, so the words should read ‘Caltex was a part-
nership’, etc.

Under Sources, the article says that ‘Primary
sources in the form of early cycling maps and
guides are not to be found in the UK. In fact, as
Francis Herbert kindly points out, there are two
guides in the Library of the GS/IBG, as well as ex-
amples of oil company maps of the period. None of
this material alters any conclusions arrived at, or in-
troduces new publishers or series, but they do use-
fi y fill out the picture with states that the writer
had not seen.

TIM NICHOLSON

Norumbega, fact or fiction?
In the Abrahan Ortelius world map of about 1570,
there is an area on the north-east coast of what is today
'SA (New En; ind?), with the name of ‘Norumbega’.
More specifically it covers the area between the St
Lawrence seaway and the east coast peninsula. This
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name was repeated over and over again on most world
maps (Mappi Mundis) for more than 300 years, then the
name disappeared. As the name is spelt in much the
same way as Norway in Latin, there has been a lot of
guesswork as to whether this name has some connec-
tion with the Norsemen who entered the northern part
of America in the early10th to 11th centuries. This the-
sis 1s very popular among Norwegian writers. The
name is also very close to the German Nurnberg (fa-
mous site of map-making in the old days), in Latin
‘Nurembega’. This version is indeed very popular
among German writers. A very kind mapseller in Ha-
wail, Lahaina Printsellers, told me that in the studies of
John Goss, The Mapping of North America, this place
was mapped by Cartier in 2 1520s, and Goss thinks
that the name is based upon the local Indian tribal lan-
guage meaning ‘The place between two waters’. | have
also seen Norumbega stated on a French map of about
1700, in the map title. [ have also been told that there is
a place in Boston with this name. As [ am writing books
and articles about the visits of Leif Ericson and Colum-
bus to the American mainland, I now ask the readers of
the Journal for any possible help to clarify this — for us
map-lovers— very important matter.

ARNE SAGEN Lilleaasen 18 C, 1396 NORWAY












theodolyte into Irish road surveying. The route from
Waterford to Kilmacthomas surveyed by Sir Charles Coote
in 1815 was shown.

The mapping of Irish bogs was important in relation to
the utilisation and reclamation of land. The Bog Commission-
ers, chaired by General Sir Charles Valancy between 1810
and 1813 initiated a set of maps to assist their aim of draining
the bogs and reclaiming the land. This was illustrated by a
"Map of Part of the Bog of Allen Situated in the Kings &
Queens Counties .....on Which are Laid Down the Lines of
the Proposec  rains for the  nprovement of the Bogs®, pro-
duced by Richard Griffith Jr in 1811. Surveyors, including
some from Scotland, cut their teeth on bog maps and this se-
ries comprises 47 maps which measure 2-3 metres horizon-
tally and 800-1000 cm vertically. We were to see one of
these—part of the Bog of Allen in County Kildare
(1810)—the following moming in Trinity College.

Following this exposition, Joanna Finnigan spoke about
the Ordinance Survey maps of Ireland. The OS section has
Justunder 50,000 OS maps, most of which were originally ac-
quired as part of two donations. The OS commenced its activ-
ities in 1824 and the first 6-inch to a mile edition was
published in 1833. with the Dublin 5-foot maps following in
1841. The OS also did other survey work, for example map-
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ping railways and bogs. The department has embarked on a
digitisation programme in which the 6-inch colour editions
from 182442 are complete. together with the 6-inch and the
25-inch black and white read-only versions. Discussion re-
garding further digitisation is ongoing bearing in mind that
preservation of digitised material has an unproven lifespan
when compared with microfiche and paper!

Following this talk we adjourned to the café for a well
eamed cup of tea and then, after a break. made our way to the
Long Room of Trinity College for a Reception and to view the
Special Exhibition of maps currently on display. The Long
Room, based on the pattem of the Wren Library in Cambridge,
contains one quarter of a million volumes of 17th and 18th cen-
tury books, with the second storey being added and a new ceil-
ing giving the room its cathedral-like effect. Whilst we sipped
our wine we were able to admire our surroundings and view the
Exhibition of printed Maps of Treland from 1700, carefully pro-
tected in exhibition cases. This public exhibition followed chro-
nologically from Ptolemy’s Ireland and Great Britain, compiled
under the direction of Martin Waldeseemiiller in 1513, and con-
tained some interesting early Italian examples from the 16th
century. including the first separately printed map of Ireland in
1528. Mercator was represented by his 1595 map of Ireland to-
gether with a German edition of the miniature set of the five
provinces ‘Irlandia’ trom the Atlus Minor of 1648 as issued by
Jansson. Examples from other familiar cartographers were on
display designed to give a feel for the evolution of the cartogra-
phy of Ireland.

Not forgetting that The Long Room is a repository of
books, we were also able to enjoy a small exhibition of the
Books of James Ussher of Armagh, a former Primate of All
Ireland. By the end of the day we had absorbed plenty of Irish
history and cartography, filling many gaps in our knowledge.
and we were ready for a continuation of Irish hospitality with
a wcll camed dinner.

On Saturday moming we assembled outside the Berkley
Library in Trinity College to visit the Glucksman Library and
see the Book of Kells. At the Library cntrance we were wel-
comed by the Map Librarian, Paul Ferguson, who pointed out
the striking large bronze wall plaque in the shape of' a map
which was commissioned and presented in 2003 by Lewis
and Loretta Glucksman, major benefactors of the Library.
The plaque in relict is the Petty map of Ireland in the centre
overlaying a map of America on the left and of Ireland on the
right, symbolising thc connection between Ireland and the
Americas. Once inside the library itself Paul took us on a tour
of the maps he had chosen to put out on display for us. giving
us some information on each one. to give us meaning and
context. We then had the opportunity to look at them further
at our leisure.

There were some useful recurrent themes. relating to the
transfer and utilisation of land. Having leamed of William
Petty’s Down Survey of 1850 we were able to look at his first
atlas of Ireland (1686), based on the survey, and learned that it
was produced not only at the parish level, but also at the barony
level and county level. Regarded as the most accurate mapping
to date, it remained the basis of all subsequent maps unti the ar-
rival of the ordinance survey, with the exception of the areas of
Galway, Roscommon and Sligo. These were not covered since
they were not areas of land subject to confiscation and planta-
tion with English settlers.

Because the Down Survey did not focus on topography,
roads and other features, Henry Pratt’s map which we saw
next is particularly important. ‘A Map of the Kingdom of lre-
land newly corrected and improved by Actual Observation
divided into Provinces Counties and Baronies’ was based on
the maps of Thomas Phillips. The central map is surrounded
by small plans of towns. ports and harbours (e.g. Cork). Other
maps of interest relating to land travel were Alexander Tay-
lor’s map of 1793 ‘A New Map of Ireland marked in miles
and furlongs for the use of travellers” and a statistical map of
Ireland dated 1837 showing ‘the relative quantities of Traffic
in different Directions”. Sea travel was represented by an at-
tractive sea chart ‘A New Chart of the Harbours of
Rhinestack and Waterford'.

On a lighter note, and mindful of the occupation of ladies
of the period, we saw an embroidery map by Laurie and
Whittle ‘A New Map of Ireland for Ladies Needlework'
1797. This was almost circular—suitable for a needlework
frame—and with an attractive harp cartouche.

Turning to OS maps, the Library is privileged to have a
coloured set of first edition OS maps and we looked at the
Dublin sheet (18) and a colour example of County Kil-
kenny. 1871. These maps were used for the valuation of
property—every building and every piece of land—and
the surveys were published with a list of every occupier
and lessee. As maps were updated the OS issued ‘paste
on’s” in small red covers. Like other small paper items
these have become collectable in their own right and one
was on display. The first town plan of Dublin, on a scale of
5 feet to I mile, shows Trinity College at one end of town
and Dublin Castle at the other and is annotated "Printed and
Ruled by a machine invented and constructed by W.
Dalgleish.”

Although focusing mainly on Ireland, Paul had in-
cluded a few maps to represent the variety of other material
in the Library’s collection. Particularly striking was “A
Balloon View of London’, 1859. by Stanford which has
been placed on deposit with the Library. This large map.
orientated to the south. places street names on the roofs of









Mexique Bay. And we will spend time in Antigua, the
¢ Hnial capital of the Americas.

A two day add-on tour will take us to the rain-

yrest ruins of the Classic I ya city-states of Tikal
ar  Yaxha. One of the world’s foremost epigraphers
of Maya hierogly ics will be our guide. The experi-
ence of the post-symposium tours will be enhanced by
visits to the University’s own archaeological and tex-
tile museums.

Do come. Get to know the country like an in-
sider, enioy the company of old friends, make new
ones an learn about the ithmus of Central Amer-
ica which proved so challenging and mysterious to
past explorers.

JENS P. BORNHOLT

June Weekend in London

The form for the visit to the Royal Geogaphical
Society on Friday 9 June, followed by the AGM,
and the Annual Dinner that evening at the East In-
dia Club, went to members with the Spring Journal.

ere is no charge for the RGS, but it is essential
that e form is completed and returned to IMCoS
Administrative Office if you wish to join us. The
Dinner at the IC last year was very popular, with
excellent food and an amazing ambience, so it is
strongly recommended this year too. Where else do
you walk into ondon’s. 1b land with all its past

glory, a wide gentle staircase with to admore as you
< mb, and even a couple of maps on the walls?
Only members can arrange a dinner there, and we
are lucky at our General Secretary Stephen Wil-
liams has this facility.

The AGM will be held in the RGS at the end of our
visit there, and unless you are a member of the RGS,
you will need to send in the form to gain entrance.

IMCoS in Luxembourg, 6-7 October 2006

A visit to Luxembourg has been organised for this
Autumn. We will visit the Archives Nationales for an
exhibition of historic documents of interest to the
BENELUX Countries, and the Bibliothéque
Nationale de Luxembourg for an exhibition of printed
maps, town plans and views of Luxembourg and the
Low Countries. There will also be a guided walk
through the historic centre of Luxembourg,

e registration form is enclosed with this issue of
the journal, and should be sent to IMCoS Secretariat.
As entry to the Bibliothéque Nationale is limited to
25, only member and spouse may apply. Other ac-
companying persons are welcome at the other venues.

Contact for further information.Rolph Langlais
Am Oberen Werth 25, D — 40489 Diisseldorf
Germany

E-mail: Rolph.Langlais@t-online.de

Tel.: +49 21140 7 54

AGENDA for the Annual General Meeting
at the Royal Geographical Society, London, on 9 June 2006, 3.30 pm

1. Opening of the Annual General Meeting

2. Welcome by vICoS President Roger Baskes

3. Approval of minutes AG! 2005

4. Chairman’s report for 2005

5. Treasurer’s report for 2005 and Approval of the
2005 Accounts

6. Re-clection of the President. According to Art.
7 i1 of the current Constitution; our resident
is elected for two years and may be re-elected
for additional terms of office. It is proposed to
re-¢lect our President Roger Baskes for a
further two-year term of office. The letter of
nomination with the required signatures has
been receive by the IMCoS General
Secretary
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7. Election of Executive Officers.

The Executive Committee proposes for election:
Rolph Langlais as International Executive
Valerie Newby as Journal Editor

Yasha Beresiner as Webmaster

Any further nominations for these positions shall be
proposed and seconded, signed by the nominee,
proposer and seconder, and forwarded to the General
Secretary, to reach him at least two weeks before the
Annual General Meeting.

8. Itis proposed that the Junior annual registration fee,
for those under 25 years or full-time students, be
50% of the standard fee.

9. AOB

10. Closure of the AGM



Stand-holders at the London Map Fair, Olvmpia 2, Exhibition Centre, Lower Ground Floor, London

W14

Open Friday 9 June 12.00 till 19.00. Saturday 10 June 11.00 till 18.00

Alexandre Antique Prints & Maps
593 Mount Pleasant Rd.,

Toronto, Ontario

M4S 2M5, CANADA

Contact: Sharram Arjomand

Tel +14163642376

Fax + 1416 364 8909

E-mail gallery(« alexandremaps.com
www.alexandremaps.com

Old antique maps

IMCoS, ABAC, ILAB

Altea Gallery

35 Saint George Street

London W1S 2FN

United Kingdom

Contact: Massimo De Martini
Tel +44 207491 0010

Fax +44 20 7491 0015

E-mail info(a altcagallery.com
www.alteagallery.com

Wide selcction of all areas. Also
atlascs, globes and reference books.

Richard B. Arkway, Inc.

59 East 54th Street, Suite 62
New York, NY 10022

USA

Contact: Richard Arkway

Tel +1212751 8135

Fax + 1212 832 5389

E-mail arkway(@mindspring.com
www.arkway.com

AABA.ILAB

Ashley Baynton-Williams

PO Box 27391

London. E12 5SWG

United Kingdom

Tel +44 20 8989 1857

E-mail abwmaps(btinternct.com
www.baynton-williams.com
British separate publications

Reinhold Berg

Wahlenstrasse., 6

D-93047 Regensburg
GERMANY

Contact: Robert Berg

Tel +49941 52229

Fax +49 941 52229

E-mail rberg@bergbook.com
www.bergbook.com

Antique maps & atlases. natural
history. illustrated books. decorative
prints.

VDA. ILAB., IMCoS

Tim Bryars Ltd

8 Cecil Court

London WC2N 4HE

Tel +4420 7836 1901

Fax +44 207836 1910

E-mail tim(« timbryars.co.uk
www.timbryars.co.uk

Atlases & maps of all regions. mostly
pre-1800. topographical & natural
history prints, antiquarian books.
ABA,ILAB

Clive A. Burden Ltd

Elmcote House

The Green. Croxley Green
Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 3HN
United Kingdom

Contact: Philip Burden

Tel +44 1923 778097

Fax +44 1923 896520

E-mail philiplwcaburden.com
Antiquarian map & print dcalers
ILAB, ABA

Jo Ann & Richard Casten Ltd.
4 Dodge Lane, Old Field

New York NY 11733

USA

Contact: Richard Casten

Tel + 15163121176

Fax + 1203 3155093

E-mail jrcasten(@castcnmaps.com
www.castenmaps.com

Antique maps. atlases. 15th-18th
centuries. Specialities: Important early
maps of the world and America
ABAA.ILAB

Holger Christoph & Co. GmbH
Kaiser Strasse la, D-53113 Bonn
GERMANY

Tel +49 2282618280

Fax + 492282618819

E-mail info(« antiquariat-christoph.com
www.antiquariat-christoph.com

Maps & atlases. valuable books &
prints. | auction per annum.

Cohen & Taliaferro LLC
59 East 54th Street

New York NY 10022
USA

Contact: Henry Taliaferro
Tel +12127518133

Fax +1 212 832 5389
E-mail thgt3( aol.com
Antique maps & atlases

J.A.L. Franks

7 Allington St

London SWIE 5EB

United Kingdom

Contact: Graham Franks

Tel +44 207233 8433

Fax +44 20 7233 8655

E-mail jalfranks(« btinternet.com
www jalfranks.btinternet.co.uk
A general range of maps with an
emphasis on small carly maps

Garwood & Voigt

55 Bayham Road

Sevenoaks. Kent TN13 3XE
United Kingdom

Contact: Rainer Voigt

Tel 01732 460025

E-mail gv(@ garwood-voigt.com
www.garwood-voigt.com
Antique maps & prints worldwide,
atlases & travel.

ABA, [LAB, PBFA, IMCOS

Gebr Haas oHG

Sonnenblick 8a

D-47551 Bedburg-Hau
GERMANY

Tel +49 28216336

Fax +49 28216739

E-mail antiquariat.haas@t-onlinc.de
www.antiquariat-haas.de

Old maps & prints, atlases. travel &
globes

Leen Helmink Maps & Prints
Regentesselaan 20

3818 HJ Amersfoort

THE NETHERLANDS

Tel +31624 861 365

Fax + 31334 659 296

E-mail helmink{helmink.com
www.helmink.com

Fine antique maps & charts of all parts
of the world

ILAB. NVVA_ IMCoS. ITAMA

Simon Hunter Antique Maps

21 St. John's Road, Hove BN3 2FB
United Kingdom

Tel +44 1273746983

Fax +44 1273 746 983

E-mail simonhunter(u fastnet.co.uk
www.antiquemaps.org.uk
Inexpensive antique maps of all parts
of the world.

IMCoS
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Imago Mundi
40a Museum Street

L

ondon WC1A 1LU

United Kingdom

C

ontact: Rosie Slater

2l + 44 20 7405 7477

X +44 20 7405 7477

-mail info@imagomundi.co.uk

www.imagomundi.co.uk

Antique maps & views of the whole
world from 15th to the 19th Century
ABA

TMCoS General Secretary

B

}5 Selery Road, Edgbaston
irmin  am B17 8JP

United Kingdom
Contact: Stephen Williams

E

-mail

stephen_williams10@tiscali.co.uk
WWW.1Imcos.org

iternational Map Collectors’ Society

Intercol London
43 Templars Crescent

L

ondon N3 3QR

United Kingdom
Contact: Yasha Beresiner

T

+44 20 8349 2207

Fax +44 20 8346 9539

E

-mail yasha@intercol.co.uk

www.intercol.co.uk
World maps, playing card.

ACoS
Iris Antique ( bes BV
Dorpsstraat 31b
Almen 7718 AB
The N¢  rlands
Contac a  Peters
Tel + 575439 440
Fax + 575433973
E-mail info@irisglobes.nl

www.irisglobes.nl

Globes, maps, armillary spheres,
orreries, planetaria and similar
instruments, 16th to early 20th century

Lee Jackson
Suite 53
176 Finchley Road

L

ondon NW3 6F

United Kingdom

T
F

el 02076252157
ax 020 7625 2157
-mail leeja on@btinternet.com

www.leejacksonmaps.com

A

-

<

large selection of antique maps,
ses and prints of all areas of the

world
PBFA, IMCoS, IAMA
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Libraire Le Bail - Weissert

5, Rue Lagrange

75005 Paris, FRANCE

Contact: Friedrich Weissert

Tel +3314329 7259

Fax + 33 1 4046 8557

E-mail le-bail-weissert@wanadoo.fr
Maps, atlases, travel books

SLAM, IMCoS, LILA

Beatrice Loeb-Laroque

20 rue de Savoie

75006 Paris, FRANCE

Contacts: Beatrice Loeb-Laroque &
Pierre Joppen

E-mail info@loeb-larocque.com

Fa. Loose

Papestr. 3, 2513AV Den Haag
The Netherlands

Contact: Bot  oose

Tel + 3170 346 0404

Open shop Tuesday - Saturday. Maps,

views, decorative prints, books.
ILAB

MapForum

PO Box 27391

London E12 5WG

United Kingdom

Contact: Ashley Baynton-Williams
Tel 01494 562266

Fax 020 7833 3713

E-mail info@mapforum.com
Magazine for Map Collectors.

Martayan Lan Rare Maps
The Heron Tower
70 East 55th Street, 6th Floor
New York NY 10022
USA
Contact: Richard Lan

2l +12123080018

x + 1212308 0074
k-me  info@martayanlan.com
www.martayanlan.com
Antiquarian maps and & atlases

Miami International Map Fair
Historical Museum of Southern
Florida

101 West Flagler Street

Miami, FL 33130

U.S. A

Contact: Marcia Kanner

Tel + 13053751492

Fax + 13053751609

E-mail
mapfair@historical-museum.org
www.historical-museum.org
Yearly map fair, held in early
February

Librairie Moorthamers

240, rue de Vaugirard

75015 Paris

FRANCE

Contact: Marianne Katz-Moorthamers
Tel + 33145319498

Fax + 33145317133

E-mail mkm@katzmoor.com
www.katzmoor.com

Map, atlases, old & rare books,
engravings

SLAM-ILAB, IMCoS, MIMCC

Nicolas

59 Fallowcourt Ave.

London N12 OBE

United Kingdom

Contact: A. Nicolas

Tel +44 20 8445 9835

Fax +44 20 8446 9615

E-mail
nicolas@nicolasbooks.demon.co.uk
www.nicolasrarebooks.com
Antiquarian maps, books, pictures,
specialising on central & eastern
Mediterranean, Greece, Cyprus,
Malta, Tu y, the Levant.

ILAB, ABA, PBFA, IMCOS

Old Church Galleries

98 Fulham Road

London SW3 6HS

United Kingdom

Contact: Mati Harrington

Tel +44207591 8790

Fax +44 207591 8791

E-mail
sales(@old-church-galleries.com
www.oldchurchgalleries.com
Fine & rare antique maps &
engravings from all parts of the world
PBFA, FATG

Old Times

Via Cortonese, 70

06124 Perugia, ITALY

Contacts: Cesare & Francesco

GiannelliFax 00 39 075 505 2018

F.mail
{times(@oldtimesrarebooks.com

www.oldtimesrarebooks.com

ALAIL ILAB

Paralos Ltd

Pindarou 5,

10671 Athens

GREECE

Contacts: Panaiotis Chantziara &
Luise Bryan

Fax + 30210 3609585

E-mail paralos2(@otenet,gr

Fine antique maps, prints & books



Olivier Pingel

Librairc Monsieur-Le-Prince
49, rue Monsieur-le-Prince
75006 Paris, FRANCE

Tel +33 143263619

Fax + 33143099926
E-mail pingelw wanadoo.fr
SLAM_ILAB. IMCoS

Antiquariaat Plantijn

Meijsberg 12

4861 BP Chaam, The Netherlands
Contact: D.R. Duncker

Tel 0031 161 492 008

Fax 0031 161 492 794

E-mail dicter.d.( global.nl
Atlases. books & prints etc

Jonathan Potter Ltd

125 New Bond Street

London WIS 1DY, United Kingdom
Contact: William Lathey

Tel + 44207491 3520

Fax +44 207491 9754

E-mail jpmaps(« attglobal.net
www.jpmaps.co.uk

Fine, decorative and rare antique maps

ABA. BADA. PBFA. IMCoS

Sanderus Antiquariaat
Nederkouter 32

9000 Gent

BELGIUM

Contact: Filip Devroe

Tel +329223 3590

Fax +329223 3971

E-mail sandcrus(« sanderusmaps.com
www.sanderusmaps.com
Antique maps, prints & books
IMCoS. 1ILAB. BBA, IAMA

Hanno Schreyer

Euskirchener Strasse 57

53121 Bonn-Endenich
GERMANY

Contact: Georg Schreyer

Tel +49228621059

Fax +49 228 613029

E-mail schreyerbonn(t-online.de
Maps, views, prints.

IMCoS, ILAB, VDA
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& Books

Bernard Shapero

32 Saint George Street
London WIS 2EA

Contact: Daniel Crouch

Tel + 4420 7493 0876
Fax + 44 20 7229 7860
E-mail maps(a shapero.com
www printgalleries.com
ABA, ILAB. IMCoS. PBFA

Antik Adina Sommer
Winzererstr. 154

80797 Munchen

GERMANY

Tel +49 89 30002214

Fax +49 89 30002213

E-mail antiquariat(« asommer.de
www.asommer.de

Old maps, books & prints
IMCoS

Nikolaus Struck Antiquariat
Spandauer Str. 29

10178 Berlin - Mitte
GERMANY

Tel +4930242 726l

Fax +49 30 242 4065

E-mail info antiquariat-struck.de
www.antiquariat-struck.de

Rare selection of maps & prints.
established 1974.

ILAB. IMCoS

Talbot Court Galleries

7 Talbot Court
Stow-on-the-Wold

Glos GL54 1BQ

United Kingdom

Contact: John Trevers

Tel +44 1451 832169

Fax +44 1451 832167

E-mail johntrevers('tiscali.co.uk
www.talbotgalleries.com

Retail dealers in antiquarian maps &
engravings

CADA.IMCoS

Tooley Adams & Co.

PO BOX 174.

Wallingford D.O.

Oxtordshire OX10 OY'T

United Kingdom

Contact: Steve Luck

Tel +44 1491 838298

Fax + 44 1491 834616

E-mail steve(« tooleys.co.uk
www.tooleys.co.uk

Dealer in finc & rare antiquarian maps
& atlases of all parts of the world
ABA,IAMA., IMCoS
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Book Reviews

The Marvel of Maps: Art, Cartography and Politics
in Renaissance Italy, by Fiorani Francesca. Yale Uni-
versity Press. New Haven and London, 2005. ix + 347
pp. ISBN 0-300-10727-7; page size 25.5 x 19.0 cm;
weight 1.44 kg: price from Amazon, £40.

When I found a copy in the local second-hand
book shop in November 2005 for £15, T thought ini-
tially The Marvel of Maps was yet another semi-cof-
fee-table book because the sub-title is not on the
outside of the dust cover. After reading the book, it
was clear the main title describes the content accu-
rately but initially, for me at least, it didn’t lead to ex-
pecting the very substantial specialised and
fascinating content.

Many attending the 2004 IMCoS ltalian Symposium
were disappointed that the few copies of the
Danti-Bonsignori (1995) book illustrating the beautiful
maps painted in tempura on thc Guardaroba Nuova cup-
board doors, Palazzo Vecchio, Florence, had been snapped
up: they will enjoy delving into The Marvel of Maps with
its detailed evaluation of Danti’s Florentine maps and the
later Gallery of Maps of the Vatican Palace.

The author’s stated aim was . . . to recapturc the
context of these map cycles through a narrative recon-
struction of the cultural nexus from which they
emerged.” Along the way, the two extraordinary cy-
cles of Renaissance maps are described and illustrated
beautifully, but her primary objective was to unravel
the temporal context of the cycle’s creation, why they
were painted, ar ‘heir significance to those who com-
missioned them. Indeed, Fiorani had explicitly set out
to investigate *. . . the interactions between mapping
and other forms of knowledge, other systems of repre-
sentation, and other symbolic realms.” She asserted:
“The metaphorical meanings of these cartographic
decorations were created by the interaction of the
painted maps with images of history. mythology, zo-
ology, botany. and religion. and could be fully grasped
only through the firsthand experience of the architec-
tural spaccs that contained them. But those meanings
were also defined by the broader cultural context of
court life, by the interactions of the patron with his
court cosmographer, the network of courtiers, the
study of cosmography, and obviously by the celcbra-
tion of the ruler’s hopes of political and religious in-
fluence. To consider map cycles exclusively from the

perspective of cartography or simply as an artistic
genre is to miss not only the richness of the meanings
but also the deep significance of mapping in Renais-
sance culture.” (p. 253).

Being a complete novice when it comes to history
of the court of Duke Cosimo I de’ Medici (1537-74)
and the papal court of Gregory XIII Boncompagni
(1572-85), I can’t presume to evaluate in detail the
scholarship reflected in Fiorani's book. However, she
appears to give exhaustive (and largely novel) synthe-
ses of the interactions of mapping with all forms of
knowledge and represcntation in the Renaissance and
Counter-Reformation in Italy.

For the IMCoS group, Part One (Maps as Worldly
Art) will be of particular interest as it concludes with a
description of the Florence maps and the first Appen-
dix (10 pages) lists specifications of cach map and
their principal sources. Thirty-one (of the planned
fifty-seven) maps were executed by the Dominican
Egnazio Danti from 1563 to 1575, while the Olivetan
Stefano Bonsignori made twenty-three maps from
1577 to 1586. Fiorani asserted. *The cosmic imagery
of the Guardaroba Nuova epitomized Cosimo 1I's per-
sonal iconography, but it was also appropriate to the
main function of the room as a cabinet of art and curi-
osities for the most beautiful objects that he possessed

. |and it represented a] cartographic theater of the
world, it adopted the geographical order that Renais-
sance cosmography books used to organize universal
knowledge, adjusting it to the display of an encyclope-
die collection of artifacts.” (p. 61) and emphasised the
boldness of this excreise since *. .. the very idea of the
atlas was still in formation. and that the only cycles of
maps of the world available were the small-scale maps
lustrating the Renaissance editions of Ptolemy's Ge-
ography.” (p. 93).

Part Two (Maps as Sacred Art, p.139 et seq.)
concerns primarily the forty colossal maps in the
Gallery of Maps at the Vatican and the influence of
Pope Gregory XIII's trait of using scientific images.
particularly maps. as a vehicle to articulate the ide-
als of the post-Tridentine church. Fiorani opined
that (i) the ordering principle of the entire iconogra-
phy of this Gregorian corridor is the geography of
[taly, an undisputed fact acknowledged in the corri-
dor’s inscription but persistently ignored in modern
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with high-quality facsimiles and photographs of rele-
vant materials and buildings; many maps are in colour
as whole-page 1llustrations (others are black and
white). There are few typographical errors, although
on page 55 an eleven-line paragraph is repeated verba-
tim, with consequent errors in Figure numbers for the
remainder of the Chapter 3. The three appendices. ex-
tensive notes, index, extensive bibliography, and
photo-credits occupy 92 pages. It is not easy to find
specific points in the text from the index.

Besides providing an elegant record of what the
IMCoS group was privileged to see in the Guardaroba
Nuova, Florence, this volume gave me a wholly new
perspective on sixteenth century maps and mapping.

REFERENCE
Danti-Bonsignori, 1995, Le tavole geografiche della
Guardaroba Medicea di Palazzo Vecchio in Firenze, ed.
G. Levi-Donati, Perugia.
E. H. T. WHITTEN

MAPPING THE WORLD, an Hllustrated History of
Cartography. by  Ralph  Ehrenberg.  ISBN
0-7922-6525-4. Published by The National Geo-
graphic Society. 11455 17th Street, NW. Washington.
D.C.. 20036-4688. The Society’s web site 1s at
www.nationalgeographic. com. Price $40 (S$55 in
Canada). Further information can be obtained by call-
ing 1-800-NGS LINE (647-5463).

Ralph H. Ehrenberg was formerly chief of the Ge-
ography and Map Division of the Library of Congress.
This book is a fine production. It has a foreword by
Allen Carroll, chief cartographer of the National Geo-
graphical Society, which sums up the intention and
achievement of the author. As he says, ‘Every page
presents colourful and intricatc webs of line and pat-
tern that are endlessly pleasing to the eye. Yet a dis-
tinctly different (and perhaps deeper) pleasure can be
had by thoroughly considering the historical context,
the cartographic principles, the geography. the poli-
tics. and the complex human aspirations behind each
map’. | think he is right.

This is a tall, slim volume, with good quality paper. so
the copious illustrations (over a hundred) are handsome and
large, frequently double paged and well coloured. The text is
divided into six sections. The first traces the emergence of
mapping traditions, with an illustration, for instance, of the
earliest map known and preserved. a Babylonian world map

inscribed on a clay tablet, now in the British Museum. The
second charts the age of discovery and exploration, including
the earliest maps of America, but also containing a number of
amazing maps, wood cuts largely, from the 15th and early
16th centuries, which many of us will not have seen before,
taking in all parts of the then known world.

Section three cxplores maps for royalty, nobility,
clergy and merchant princes. These privileged persons
ranged round the world, including the Orient — Japan.
Korea and China, for instance. There are the great map
makers well represented, of course, Ortelius, Joan Blaeu,
Braun and Hogenberg for instance in this section, but the
understandable American bias gives us an A4 sized pair
of Hogenberg’s beautiful 1572 engravings of Mexico
City and Cusco. not accessible to most of us.

Section four addresses national surveys and thematic
cartography, including the important charting of James Cook
and many other exciting investigations, using the enormous
advances in technology from the end of the 18th eentury.
though the first national map of France, the Carte de Cassini,
deseribed well in this chapter, sprang from triangulation
studies which long preceded the work of Colonel Mudge and
his team in preparing the ordnance survey maps of the first
vears in the 19th century in Britain.

Section five is entitled “Maps for Everyone’. The
story is taken into the 20th century, with the huge need
for car, cycling and walking maps. Air travel and two
world wars obviously required maps on a global scale.
which also demanded pinpoint accuracy. This section
shows D Day Normandy beaches, an astonishing dam-
age assessment map of Pearl Harbour showing which
USA ships had been hit in the ‘Tora, Tora Tora” air at-
tack on 7 December, 1941, and much, mueh more.

The sixth chapter is an update of where satellite,
imaging, digital mapping and virtual reality have
brought us. Mapping from satellite. three dimensional
images, light detection and ranging (LIDAR) and
other new techniques each have a short description
and a glittering illustration to match. There is also an
excellent bibliographyv. index, explanation of abbrevi-
ations and a well deserved acknowledgement of asso-
ciates and sources for this astonishing volume. This
work combines an account of mapping from the very
beginning to (so far) the ultimate in cartography, with
an economical rendition of highly readable prose and
a profusion of wonderful illustrations. The latter com-
bine little known or new maps (for most of us this side
of the lake) from renowned cartographic heroes, with
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little known or new pictures from what must be an un-
rivalled library of map material, allowed only to the
elite in geographic circles! This is not only a review of
an academic work, but a call to all who can to purchase
or steal this book. I wrote of economy in the previous
paragraph. in describing the prose style. The whole
book has managed to squeeze a laudable history of
map making through the ages into 250 pages or so.
half ot which pages. more or less, are adorned with
coloured illustrations, which | can’t take my eyes off!
GEOFFREY TAPPER

A Survey of Palestine under the British Mandate,
1920-1948. by Dov Gavish. Routledge Curzon-Tay-
lor & Francis Group, 2005. xviii + 337 pages. Large
number of b&w text photographs, plus diagrams and
map reproductions. ISBN 0-714-65651-8. Price not
stated.

Early maps and views of the Holy Land (also called Pal-
estine or the Land of The Bible), have always been central to
Christian belicvers. The few ancient maps exist primarily in
Europe. The earliest extant one is a large but incomplete mo-
saic, forming the floor of a 6th century church in the Jorda-
nian small town of Madaba. It contains a large scale map of’
Jerusalem and the surrounding arca.

Only one or two stvlised manuscript maps exist from
prior to Crusader times. A number of Crusader maps arc ex-
tant, held within a small number of major libraries. These too
tend to be stylised. generally with a central map/vicw of Jeru-
salem, with, in some cases. a map incorporating the stir-
rounding countryside. A few contemporary pilgrims’
itinerary maps also exist, invariably showing the route from
the ports of either Acre or Haifa to the Holy City of Jerusa-
lem.

Before general education and literacy became wide-
spread. the great majority of belicvers were illiterate. They
were best able to relate to the Bible stories they knew with the
visual aids of maps and views of Palestinc. as well as pamnt-
ings of biblical locations and episodes. In Christian Europe.
rcading tended to be restricted to the ruling. priests and pro-
fessional classes. hence maps in manuscripts and books werc
strongly biased towards Palestine.

With the advent of printing in Europe just after the nud
1400s, an explosion of availability of relatively low cost
printed books (as compared to manuscripts) took place, thus
ensuring wide distribution at a time of the general spread of
literacy. A high proportion of both manuscript and early
printed books contained maps of Palestine. Manuscript

books included hand drawn maps; blocks for printed maps
were mitially woodcut, rapidly overtaken by engraved cop-
per plates in the early 1500s. The strong bias towards Holy
Land maps continued until the early 19th century.

All of these maps were produced without being based
on any form of survey, and in most cases were wildly inac-
curate. True, the spatial relationship between coastal towns
was reasonably accurate (as sailors needed accurate coastal
maps) but the representation of the interior of Palestine was
largely based upon close readings of the Bible and or
Josephus Flavius, other ancient commentators. many with
slavish copying of other cartographers™ maps and use of
travellers descriptions.

In the Preface to his fascinating book by A swrvev of
Pualestine under the British Mandate, 1920-1948, Dr Dov
Gavish makes the very important point that must apply to
all surveyed maps: * The recognition of the map’s status
makes it a historical, gcographical, and legal document inti-
mately connected with the country’s history.” He relates
that the French map of Egypt and Palestine. prepared by
Jacotin in 1799 (during Napoleon's Egyptian’s campaign)
was the first large-scale map to be based on original sur-
veys. Captain Charles Wilson of the (British) Royal Engi-
neers was in charge of the Survey of Jerusalem large scale
maps (to plan water and drainage svstems for the City).
Also. on behalf of the Palestine Exploration Fund. an accu-
rate, detailed survey was undertaken under the leadership
of Claude Regnier Conder resulting in The Survey of Pal-
cstine — 1 inch to 1 mile scale. 26 sheet map ot the entire
country (excluding the Negev desert south of Beersheba).
This survey was commissioned on behalf of, and published
by the PEF in 1877. The intention of the PEF was. inter
alia, that to the extent possible, the maps identity places re-
ferred to in the Old and New Testaments. During the First
World War. this PEF map was of immense value to and
was repeatedly updated for the British Army. These later
editions were re-issued by the Survey of Egypt.

Gavish relates that a number of other land surveys
were also carried out for a variety of purposes in the latter
part of the 19th and early part of the 20th centuries. includ-
ing those n connection with the Hejaz railway lines, and
others including those by the Ottoman Empire and the Ger-
mans. [n 1918 after the conquest of north Palestine and
Syria and the breaking up of the Ottoman Empire, General
Allenby established a nulitary govemment in Palestine,
complying with the * The Laws and Usages of War’ (laid
down in the Hague). Ensuring a smooth takeover from the
Turkish administration included taking over their land reg-
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istry and tax collection. Both urgently required the immedi-
ate availability of up to date maps, as did all types of
governmental and civilian organisations.

This military administration was succeeded by the Brit-
ish Mandate, awarded by the League of Nations in 1920 to
administer the territory of Palestine. But in some areas, it was
only in 1923 that some Mandate boundaries were finalised.
To fulfil their administration, (initially for the Military Gov-
emment and later the Mandate authority) they required a
large number of detailed maps for a variety of purposes. Inter
alia, these included in particular cadastral maps for assess-
ment of taxes, as well as detailed plans to accurately record
the land ownership Turkish Tabu which was totally inade-
quate as regards to boundaries actual and claimed, relation-
ship of boundaries of adjacent holdings to each other and, in
particular, dealing with * traditional’ village boundaries.

During the transitional period and before new maps
could be surveyed and prepared, great use was made of the
19th century PEF © one inch’ maps. British military intelli-
gence made much use of the Palestine Office of the Zionist
Organisation maps and plans of towns, settlements and
proposed railways. From 1925, the lineal unit used for
measurement was the metre. The basis of the survey was
the initial division of the country into 23 major triangles.
eventually extended to 100 sites, Gavish points out that sur-
veyors from the well established Survey of Egypt were
brought in to comment on and check the Palestine survey-
ors’ work. Their Director, F.S. Richards, reported that they
¢ are of such a high order of exactitude to suffice for all the
purpose of the cadastral survey and the registration of prop-
erty rights’. In 1938, reporting to the Royal ‘Peel” Commis-
sion, Colonel F.J. Salmon (the then Director of the Survey
Dept), praiscd the quality of the geodetic work.

All of the survey work, cadastral, geodetic and
geographical. that was undertaken over the period
1918 to 1928, provided for a variety of Mandate gov-
ernment needs, most of which operated separately
from each other, sometimes with contradictory re-
quirements, frequently not appreciating the problems
of surveying. The need of the Land Registry Depart-
ment for highly accurate large scale maps on which to
record the legal ownership of all land (including gov-
ernment owned land) presented a major problem. Sur-
veyors themselves had to meet and agree with
conflicting claimants the precise borders of their land
prior to recording it on maps. Under the Turks this had
been chaotic, with adjacent claimed boundaries fre-
quently overlapping, as well as being incorrect.

The decision was made in 1928 to make the basic scale
of geodetic Palestine maps 1:10,000, this scale being re-
duced or enlarged by multiplying or dividing by successive
figures of 2 to provide the maximum scale of 1:625, mini-
mum 1:100,000. Apart from the military and subsequently
Mandate differing forms of governance, the system had to
be organised, without compromising the geodetic and
cartographical considerations. Over the periods of the sur-
vey, the land settlement systems of the country were pri-
marily surveyed between 1920 and 1927. The surveying
for the cadastral maps was almost a separate —though
linked —exercise, with topocadastral maps including the
landscape features essential for the linkage and orientation
of property block boundaries.

The survey of the land and settlements between
1928 and 1948 (the latter being the year in which the
Mandate ended) was necessary for administrative rea-
sons, but took place during a period of local, quite apart
from world, political changes. Initiating in the turmoil
arising from the break-up of'the Ottoman Empire and the
First World War, mapping continued as the clouds of
major conflict were gathering. Non-co-operation from
Arab villagers also rose during this period — that of the
rise of Arab nationalism. Understandably villagers could
not see how the survey could be of value to them, except
for the imposition of higher taxes. The Second World
War ensued, followed by the end of the British Mandate,
the establishment of the State of Israel and the cessation
of the Survey of Palestine, all in 1948.

Dr Dov Gavish of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
is to be congratulated for his masterly control of the fasci-
nating subject of his book. The research undertaken has
been based on extensive, and quoted, source material. Vir-
tually all of his statements are supported by over 30 pages
of indexed Notes and Appendices which relate to Survey
Ordinances of Palestine to High Commissioners and Per-
sonalities. It is a tribute to Dr Gavish that he has so success-
fully incorporated and intertwined the many threads
relating to the survey, personalities involved and the effect
of changing national and international politics. The result is
an extremely fascinating. readable and leamed account of
the Survey of Palestine.

RICHARD A DOMB

If you would.like to arrange reviews for the IMCoS
Journal, please contact Valerie Newby:.
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