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Letter from IMCoS Chairman 

Dear IMCoS Members 
This column normally serves to inform you of de­

velopments and of occasional 'small change' that 
would not otherwise be communicated in any official 
article. You may recall that in our Spring 2006 Journal 
I advised you of the fact that our Journal Editor Susan 
Gole is stepping down after 18 years of service in vari­
ous positions in our Society. It seems therefore appro­
priate that the Chairman relinquish further claim on 

his space in the Journal to enable Susan to say good­
bye to her faithful readers. Her retirement, I expect, 
will be marred by Executive Committee members ask­
ing her questions such as: 'Susan, how again did 
you .................. ? ' and I know she will be providing 
the answers. Susan, on behalf of all of us: Thank you 
for the great job you have done! May you live happily 
ever after 

HANSKOK 

***** 

From the Editor's Desk 

With some sadness I write under this heading for the 
last time. IMCoS, however, is lucky to have an experi­
enced editor waiting in the wings. Valerie Newby, 
then Valerie Scott, produced The Map Collector for 
very many years, until its demise. She came on the 
IMCoS committee in 1997, becoming vice-chairman 
the same year. She has been invaluable to IMCoS, or­
ganising tnany of the local meetings over the years, 
contributing to committee meetings, and attending 
many IMCoS functions. Most members will know her 
already, and she can be sure of a very warm welcome 
as editor of the journal. 

It was in 1991 that I became the fourth editor of the 
journal, still knowing very little about maps of any­
where except India where I had been living for thirty 
years. I had returned permanently to UK three years 
earlier, and although I had been a member of IMCoS 
for some years, I had attended very few events, but 
was invited to join the committee. After establishing 
IMCoS and being its first chairman for seven years, 
Malcolm Young had decided it was time for a change, 
and when his replacement, Tony Burgess, found do­
mestic problems prevented him giving adequate time 
to IMCoS, I was asked to take over, in September 
1989. Throughout those early years I was very grate­
ful to have Malcolm Young always on hand to guide 
me, and to give advice whenever I needed help. 
IMCoS was a simpler affair in those days, with less 
than half the number of members, and more informal 
in its organization. However it was a challenge I en­
joyed, and when we needed a new editor, Yasha 
Beresiner, co-founder with Malcolm, pressed me into 
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taking on that role too. I had a background in publish­
ing in India, so there was some sense in this. 

In those days the journal was just over half its 
present size, with between 36 and 48 pages, and no 
colour, except the border around the edge on the front 
cover. If I could include one main article in each issue, 
I felt the content was sufficient. Many of the advertis­
ers are still with us, and their loyalty to IMCoS over so 
many years has been a great asset. All members should 
be grateful to them for keeping us going for so long. 

The job of editor is a voluntary one, as are all tasks 
undertaken by the executive committee. But I had to 
earn a living too, and as the previous editor had been 
paid to look after the actual production of the journal, 
it was decided that I should also receive remuneration 
for the typesetting, lay-out and other work that goes 
into a finished magazine. It is only recently that I have 
realised that as an editor/producer I was filling two 
distinct roles. In one, I was responsible to see that the 
affairs of the society were correctly promulgated to 
members through the journal, and that articles were 
obtained in time, with suitable illustrations. At that 
time I used to look after the advertisements too, but an 
advertising manager was later appointed to help me in 
this. As paid production manager, on the other hand, in 
those days I had to type much of the text and make it 
into pages, and insert the illustrations and advertise­
ments. The journal then was reproduced by photo­
copying the required number of copies, and I would 
put it into envelopes and get them to the post office. 
Nowadays tnuch of the typing has gone, replaced by 
e-mail or CD-Rom, but there is still the lay-out on the 



page, getting the colour illustrations in the right place, 
making sure that articles end at the bottom of a page, 
and the reader does not have to 'tum to page 48' for the 
final paragraph, and seeing to finer points of typogra­
phy such as hyphenation, line breaks, font size, etc. 
Valerie is well qualified to see to all this now, and she 
will be helped on the technical side by Jo French, her 
colleague on The Map Collector. 

Still, however, I empty the file with each issue, 
and I have no pending articles to hand over to Valerie. 
So, members, don't let her down! Keep sending her 
your thoughts and knowledge on your collections, so 
that she might avoid the panic I sometimes experi­
enced as the deadline approached, and I had nothing to 
fill the pages. 

Looking through some early issues, I came across 
a note stating that it was to be the policy ofiMCoS not 
to use titles for members when their names occur in the 
journal. This seems to n1e to reflect the essence of 
IMCoS a group of people who like maps, who 
would like to learn more about them and their history, 
and how to look after the ones they already have. 
When a member sends in an article, it does not matter 
if they are a learned professor, or a beginner. They 
may, in real life, be a doctor, an architect, a housewife, 
or a plumber. They find pleasure in their collection, 
large or small, and are willing to share their 
knowledge with other members. When another mem­
ber reads their article, the background of the author 
should not matter. The article should be judged on its 
merit alone, and if there are errors of fact, due to inex­
perience or lack of knowledge, this could be pointed 
out, perhaps in a letter to the editor, or by private cor­
respondence (providing the author has agreed to have 
his address included in the Directory sent regularly to 
alltnembers ). There are other magazines of a more ac­
ademic nature where articles are checked before publi­
cation, and sometimes rejected, but the IMCoS journal 
is for its members, not for sale to the public. It has al­
ways been a society newsletter, though as its members 
learn more about their areas of interest it is becoming 
ever more academic in its content, and useful as a ref­
erence work. But I hope it will always remain an 
informal publication keeping members in touch with 
each other, and the activities of IMCoS. 

When I stepped down as IMCoS chairman, I again 
followed in Malcolm's footsteps and took on the role 
of International Chairman, to organise the annual 

symposia in various countries. Now I am handing that 
over too, and Rolph Langlais has been appointed tore­
place me. Rolph is known to many members as a regu­
lar participant at these symposia, and I am sure he will 
not only provide a good programme for the future, but 
also be a very useful person for local organisers to 
consult. Apart from the symposium in Italy which was 
organised by IMCoS itself, the local organiser (or lo­
cal committee) has full responsibility (including fi­
nancial) for the meeting. But as IMCoS has held these 
events for so many years, a large amount of experience 
has been built up, and the relevant committee member 
is available for consultation on all aspects. I wish 
Rolph well, and hope he has as much enjoyment in his 
new role as I have found in the last few years. 

I would like to close by thanking all my many 
friends in IMCoS for the pleasure I have found in their 
company, for the interesting places I have travelled to, 
for the wonderful maps I have seen, for the huge 
amount of knowledge they have shared with me. If I 
have been able to repay this through my work for the 
Society, that is reward enough. I will still be around, 
for many years I hope, but now it will be without re­
sponsibility, solely for the fun of being with you all. 

SUSANGOLE 

Geoffrey Tapper has been our Reviews Editor 
for several years now, and has expressed a wish to 
be replaced. We are very grateful to him for the very 
many reviews he has either written or persuaded 
others to write, showing a wide knowledge of the 
subject, and bringing many books to our notice we 
might otherwise have missed. 

So we now require a new Reviews Editor. As 
usual this is a voluntary job, and the reviewers nei­
ther receive payment, nor do they retain a book 
when the review is published it goes into the 
IMCoS library so other members may read it. 
Books are not purchased for our library, but many 
are donated, or they are sent by publishers. 

This is a chance for a member (preferably in UK 
for postage cost reasons) to see new books on car­
tography as they are published, and to keep in touch 
with other members by requesting them to write re-

• 

views. 
If you would like to do this, please contact 

Valerie Newby as soon as possible. 
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How the Gold Rush Put Colorado on the Map 
by Wesley A. Brown 

'We were very much disappointed to find so large and 
flourishing towns, we saw lots of men, women and 
children, all busy apparently as contented as people 
are in Decatur. What a great and sudden change, eight 
months ago not a single tent: now a moving, living and 
energetic people are building a great metropolis.' 1 

This observation from the diary of Charles Post on 27 
June 27 1859 dramatically indicates that in contrast to 
most large cities that grow over a long period of time, 
Denver arose rapidly. The Denver area had no perma­
nent inhabitants in the spring of 1858, but by the close 
of 1859, up to 100,000 persons had come to the loca­
tion, and although many returned to their eastern 
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homes, thousands remained to build the city. This arti­
cle describes the Pikes Peak Gold Rush, a stampede to 
an area centred on the confluence of the South Platte 
River and Cherry Creek, now Denver, Colorado. The 
stampede would prove to be only the first of many for 
mineral wealth over the next fifty years, but it was the 
one to focus interest on Colorado and put it and the 
city of Denver on the map. 

Because most travellers across the western part of 
the United States aimed to get to the West Coast, the ex­
tensive mountain chains in the western half of Colorado 
made this area the last place most of them wanted to be. 
Almost all who headed west went north along the North 
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Fig. 1. Principal geographic features of Colorado (using modern names) depicted on maps before the discovery of 
gold in 185 8. 
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Platte River through what is now Wyoming or south 
through Santa Fe or Albuquerque in what would become 
New Mexico. Therefore, before the gold rush, the land 
now identified as Colorado was known only to the na­
tive population, a few trappers and traders on the eastern 
plains, and inhabitants of several small Hispanic villages 
in the extreme southern part of the state. Fig. 1 is an 
overlay of the principal geographic features of Colorado 
depicted on maps before the discovery of gold on a mod­
em image of the topography. 

The initial gold rush, referred to as the Pikes Peak 
or Cherry Creek gold rush, took place around the area 
that became Denver, then the western part of Kansas 
Territory. This area was barely revealed on published 
maps as late as 1858, just before the gold rush. Re­
markably, no part of Colorado had been illustrated on 
a printed 1nap until Baron Alexander von Humboldt 
produced his great map of the Kingdom of New 
Spain which made use of manuscript material from 
the Dominguez-Escalente expedition of 1776. 
Humboldt's map was prepared in 1804 and was 
shared at that time with President Thomas Jefferson, 
but it was not published until 1811. About the same 
time 1810, the findings of Captain Zebulon Pike's 
expedition up the Arkansas and into the south-central 
mountains of Colorado were published. In 1823 the 
South Platte was first noted on a map as a result of the 
expedition by Major Stephen Long. Captain John 
Charles Fremont's great map of the West, printed in 
1845, was the first to show the three northern parks 
(providing some knowledge of the north-central 
mountains of Colorado) and the first to name Cherry 
Creek, a small body of water that joins the South 
Platte from the southeast. Expeditions conducted in­
dependently in 1853 by Superintendent E. F. Beale 
and Captain J. W. Gunnison up the Arkansas River 
and through the southern mountains provided rudi­
mentary information about the western mountains. 
The geographic information garnered over the first 
half of the 19th century was skilfully put together by 
J. H. Colton for a series of maps first published in the 
Atlas of the World in 1855. Fig. 2, a close-up of one 
of Colton's maps, represents the best that was com­
mercially available before 1858, the year the gold 
rush began. Note how little information was actually 
known about the area of what is now eastern Colo­
rado (a region approximately the size of the state of 
Pennsylvania). 

Rumours Inspire Action 
For decades, the presence of gold had been ru­

moured in Colorado. William Bent, the famous Indian 
trader, was quoted as saying: 'The existence of gold 
had been known to the Indians ever since [my] resi­
dence among them [the 1830s]. The Indians, however, 
have always remonstrated against the knowledge be­
ing made to the whites. The country is their richest 
hunting grounds; their best wintering country, and as 
one old chief told Bent, if the white man ever found 
the gold they would take from them their 'best and 
last' home. ' 2 In 1850 on the way to California, a Cher­
okee party found some gold in the Cherry Creek area, 
but the group continued on to the West Coast bonanza. 
It wasn't until1857 that one ofthe1n, John Beck, men­
tioned the incident to fellow gold miners in Georgia. 
Beck'ell, a professional gold miner, to form a party 
that included many experienced Cherokee miners to 
head to western Kansas Territory. Along the way, 
other parties from Missouri joined them. By June 
18 58, 1 04 men were gathered in the Cherry Creek area 
to prospect. Although gold was found, it was not in 
paying quantities and within a short while all except 
for Russell and twelve companions had abandoned 
their hopes and returned to the east. Those who re­
mained finally discovered a modest quantity of drift 
gold on 4 July and began obtaining low yields that 
seemed worth the effort. As one of the miners wrote, 
'Our joy knew no bounds, we huzzaed, whooped and 
yelled at the prospect of being loaded with gold in a 
few months, and gave vent to any amount of hisses and 
groans for our apostate companions that were making 
all speed for home. ' 3 

During all of July, the small company prospected 
in fear ofinCantrell, a trader from Fort Laramie, hap­
pened on the miners. After a few days' stay, he left 
with a bag of gold dust to return to the civilized Mis­
souri region. Soon after his bag was assayed, an article 
appeared in the Kansas City Journal of Commerce on 
26 August 1858, announcing the discovery to the 
world. 

A 1nonth behind the Russell company, a second 
group (this one from Lawrence, Kansas), came to 
the Cherry Creek area quite independently. They 
had acted on the rumours of Indian scout Fall Leaf, 
who had accompanied Major John Sedgwick on his 
campaign to subdue the Utes in 1857 and had picked 
up small amounts of gold in the Front Range. The 
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Lawrence group 
became discour­
aged after panning 
around Pikes Peak 
(seventy tniles to 
the south) and 
other southern ar­
eas and was proba­
bly on the verge of 
quitting when the 
men heard ru­
mours ofRussell's 
discovery and 
raced north to the 
Denver area. 
There they began 
building cabins 
for the winter at a 
spot they named 
Montana (six 
miles upstream 
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Fig. 2. Detail of J. H Colton's 'Territories of New Mexico and Utah', 1855, showing eastern 
Colorado today. 

day). 

Beginnings oj'Denver 
The Russell party began building winter quarters 

in a town they founded southeast of the intersection of 
the South Platte with Cherry Creek. They named it 
Auraria, after Russell's hometown in Georgia and 
based on the Latin word for gold. Shortly thereafter, 
the Lawrence party abandoned Montana and moved 
its town just north on the other side of Cherry Creek 
from Auraria, naming it St. Charles. This claim was 
soon jumped by a group of professional town develop­
ers led by General William Larimer who named the 
new town Denver City. (It takes confidence to found a 
town of one log cabin and name it a city!) 

After the initial reports of discovery, many 
would-be prospectors were excited by exaggerated ac­
counts, but most would not dare risk a winter along the 
Front Range of Colorado and waited until the spring of 
1859 to venture out. However, dozens of the more ad-
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venturous did make the journey in the fall of 1858. By 
October, the towns of Auraria and Denver (formerly 
St. Charles) were beginning to grow; at first they con­
sisted of tents, and then of log cabins cut from the rich 
nearby cottonwood stands. About 125 houses were 
erected during the winter. Virtually all had dirt floors 
and roofs and no windows. 'The rain usually contin­
ued three days inside after the weather cleared up 
out-doors! ' 4 

A Trickle Becon1es a Stan1pede 
Most miners were receiving meagre returns, so 

none of the hearty souls who camped around Cherry 
Creek could have imagined the storm that was brew­
ing back east where 'the news swept over the land like 
a prairie fire before the wind.' According to William 
Hartley, a miner, 'There is a good deal of excitement at 
Lawrence [Kansas] on the subject; gold dust is exhib­
ited in many public places, and nine-tenths of the 
young men in town seem to contemplate going out 



next spring. ' 5 E. H. N. Patterson's amazement was re­
flected in his diary entry: 'The n·umber of people in 
this section of Iowa who are going to Pike's Peak is as­
tonishing a company of over sixty will leave 
Fairfield next week, and nearly every man you meet is 
bound for the Peak in a few weeks. ' 6 The Chicago Tri­
bunereported: 'The Pike's Peak fever has become an 
epidemic in Wisconsin, Northern Illinois and Iowa, 
not unlike the California rage of 1849; and it tnay 
... result in a remarkable emigration next spring and 
summer, to the east slope of the Rocky Mountains. ' 7 

By the spring of 1859, the number of immigrants 
was astonishing. According to Patterson: 'We see on 
the road men on foot with packs on their backs men 
with handcarts men without anything but a blanket 
and a brazen face all bound to Pike's Peak.' 8 One of 
these men, A. M. Gass, exclaimed: 'Today we traveled 
north eight miles, then came in sight of [the] Arkansas 
river, and Jerusaletn, what a sight! Wagons wag­
ons Pike's Peak wagons. Well! There were a few of 
them I presume three hundred ox wagons, in sight. ' 9 

In a glaring example of human recklessness, thou­
sands came who had absolutely no idea how to mine 
gold. More than 100,000 are estimated to have trav­
elled to the mines in 1859. What prompted the enor­
mous migration to Colorado in the spring of 1859? 
First, there were exaggerations in the media. F. R. 
Grider clearly overstated the reality: 'You can find 
gold anywhere you choose to look for it. Old Califor­
nia miners say that this is the richest country in the 
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world.' 10Prospector E. R. C. was particularly encour­
aging in his letter printed in the Leavenworth Timesin 
November 1858. 

After working and prospecting in the gold 
region for three 1nonths past, I feel able to give a 
reliable account of the mines as they exist. Gold 
exists throughout all this region. It can be found 
everywhere on the plains, in the mountains, 
and by the streams .... the whole region is one 
immense gold field. It would seem as though 
the gold had first passed through a sieve on 
high, and then become mingled with the earth 
by elemental action .... In fact, there is no end to 
the precious metal. Nature would seem to have 
turned into a most successful alchemist, by 
converting the very sands of the streams into 
gold. 11 

The second cause of the migration was the compe­
tition of the outfitting towns that fanned the flames as 
all hoped to cash in on the stream of immigrants. The 
towns employed agents to promote the routes depart­
ing from their particular locales. This competition 
spawned significant cartographic development as 
many of the handbills and broadsheets the agents dis­
tributed contained maps that were designed to pro­
mote routes through the towns that sponsored their 
printing. A rare broadsheet (Fig. 3) that was posted in 
rail stations promoted the Toledo, Wabash & Great 
Western link to St. Joseph on the Missouri. An exam­
ple of the puffery in such texts can be found in the 
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Eastin guide promoting Leavenworth. 
To those proposing to start for the gold mines in 
the spring, we have only to say, consult your 
maps, not the bogus affairs concocted by the little 
aspiring towns upon the Missouri, but maps of 
authority and accuracy, and you will discover that 
in order to give us the 'go-by, 'you will be 
compelled to lose 1nore than one hundred miles of 
travel, either to Pike's Peak or the Cherry creek 
section. From Leavenworth you have a well 
beaten, beautiful road, a great portion of the route 
over rolling prairies, well watered and 
sufficiently timbered, abounding in game and 
clear of Indians, who do not molest the traveler 
upon Uncle Sam's roads. Independent of the 
interest we feel in the advancen1ent and increase 
of Leavenworth, and as an act of pure 
benevolence we would advise all proposing to 
visit the gold mines to come straight to 
Leavenworth, where they can secure their out-fit 
on more reasonable terms, and from an infinitely 
greater variety of goods, and can arrive at their 
destination several days earlier than from any 
other point, over a better, safer, and more 
frequented road. 1 2 

A third important impetus for the stampede was 
the Panic of 1857 which had left the country in one of 
its greatest recessions with unemployment compara-

The ~hortest and only Direct Line ! 
- 'X f' --

. b r ~. I__.~ 0 U I~ -1 , 

I.Ranmbal, un:ncy, s~. Jos fth, fort J '. <WCIWO b. ~ansns 
CJ.ty, .T~ffi-.1-son C.tv, Connell Bluft'> Omal ... City, 

ClJCrry Creoli, Pike'e Peak, aurl the 
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ble to those reached in the 1930s. Tens of thousands of 
men had nothing to do and leapt at the chance to gain 
riches in the gold fields. A fourth factor had to be 
proximity. Unlike those who left for the California 
gold rush ten years earlier, a Midwesterner could ar­
rive at the Colorado gold fields in only six weeks. A 
trip from the Missouri outfitting towns to the Cherry 
Creek district was only 450 miles versus 1,600, as the 
crow flies, and immigrants did not have to cross the 
Rockies, a vast desert, and the Sierra Nevadas. 

Publications for Prospectors 
During the winter of 1858/59, many publications 

for the prospectors were produced. Most were pam­
phlets and books called iffilnigrant guides, many given 
away by promoters and agents. One such was the Min­
ers Handbook, which contained a 4% x 21-inch map 
with text on the back; when folded up it became a 3 x 
5-inch pamphlet. Others, st1ch as Redpath & Hinton's 
Hand-Book to Kansas Territory and the Rocky Moun­
tains ' Gold Region, contained 177 pages of text, a 
generous number of advertisements, and three 
fold-out maps all in a cloth-covered binding. This 
top-of-the-line guide cost $1.00. 

The guides typically began with a general discus­
sion of the existence of gold in paying quantities; the 
early guides in particular tried to authenticate the 
claims. This section was often followed by discus-
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Fig. 4. S. R. Olmstead's map promoting the Toledo, Wabash and Western Railroad, 1859. 
Courtesy: Denver Public Library Western History Collection. 
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Fig. 5. Routes to the Pikes Peak Gold Region. 

sions of climate and the native population with some 
references to Indians being highly respectful and oth­
ers quite derogatory. Usually there was a recom­
mended supply list, the so-called Miner's Outfit, 
which tnandated six months of provisions, given the 
scarce game and the enormous expense of food at the 
mining towns. The guides invariably included a de­
scription of the routes to be taken to get to the tnines 
and usually contained a map. 

Getting to the New Eldorado 
Once the hapless immigrant succumbed to gold fe­

ver, the first goal was to arrive at the western supply 
towns along the Missouri River on the eastern edge of 
Kansas or Nebraska. To get started, the would-be 
miner obtained a tnap that provided various routes to 
the supply towns. Olmstead's map, for example, pro­
moted the Toledo, Wabash & Western Rail Road to St. 
1 oseph on the Missouri (see Fig. 4). The text that ac­
companied the map was clearly focused on motivating 
travellers from New England:'New England, espe­
cially, has always been awake to any and every move­
ment calculated to advance the interest of the world, 
and especially their own and consequently it is seen 
that in all the popular movements of the present day, 
New England is always first and foremost.' 13 The text 
that went with the tnap of the Ohio & Mississippi Rail 
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Road has a glowing description of Cincinnati: '[H]ere 
the traveler is fairly on his way to his new home and a 
certain future, whether he goes to delve in the tnines of 
Pike's Peak and Cherry Creek or to seek the hidden 
treasures of the rich Western Prairie. Here he finds the 
Great Through Route from East to West, the Broad 
Gauge Ohio & Mississippi Railroad, to take him on his 
way rejoicing to the Mound City [St. Louis].' 14It is 
probable that the only parties 'rejoicing' on the 
crowded rail cars were the owners of the line! 

Having arrived at one of the various Midwestern 
supply towns, the immigrant had to choose a route to 
the gold regions around Cherry Creek. Fig. 5 shows 
the four routes the immigrant could follow. The 
Southern Route, along the Arkansas, utilized the old 
Santa Fe Trail for its eastern half and was the safest but 
longest route to the area. It was the route first used by 
the initial parties of 1858. The Northern Route fol­
lowed the Platte River and then left the well trodden 
Oregon Trail to follow the South Platte to the Cherry 
Creek area. It was a little shorter than the Southern 
Route, sandy in spots, but also safe. It became popular 
in the fall of 1858. By early spring 1859, two central 
routes were created that were intended to be shortcuts. 
The Republican River Route and Smoky Hill Route 
followed smaller rivers that ended hundreds of miles 
before reaching the Cherry Creek area which left the 



travellers having to negotiate a complex and more 
dangerous trek to the final destination. 

Each route had its advantages and a principal one 
stemmed from latitude and proximity to a supply town 
which served as a natural beginning point for a partic­
ular route. For example, an immigrant travelling west 
from Kansas City logically followed the Southern 
Route along the Arkansas, while one from Omaha 
would use the Northern Route along the Platte. By ex­
tolling the virtues of a particular route (the one most 
closely departing from its locale), each town would in­
crease the likelihood of immigrants choosing its com­
tnunity to purchase supplies. Thus the supply towns 
became true actors in the drama of cartography. The 
Parker & Huyett guide, favouring the Northern Route, 
included this endorsement: 'Mr. Majors (of the firm of 
Majors, Russells & Waddell, Government outfitting 
contractors) says the Fort Kearney road [Northern 
Route] is the best natural road on the continent, and he 
believes it the best in the world. His 
opinion and judgment may be relied 
upon as correct. Wynkoop and 
Steinberger have passed over two 
routes, and say this is 200 miles shorter, 
and immeasurably better. ' 15 The Pratt 
& Hunt guide, seeking to disparage the 
Southern Route, noted: 'The route via 
Bent's Fort, is extremely circuitous, 
and a scarcity of wood and water will 
always prevent it being a favorite 
route.' 16In fact, this route had the most 
reliable wood and water of any of them! 

Maps to the Gold Fields 
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and the only one produced in 1858. Note that Hartley 
showed only one town in the Cherry Creek area: St. 
Charles, the town he helped to found. Little did 
Hartley know as he prepared his map that St. Charles 
had already been superseded by Denver City. 

Some guide maps were meant to be sold and others 
were meant to be given away. Those who were selling 
the maps cotnpeted with each other through advertise­
ments. An ad for Gunn 's New Map of Kansas Terri­
tory and the Gold Mines warned buyers : 'Beware of 
Eastern Maps gotten up by parties who have never 
been in the Territory. Their Maps are wholly inade­
quate to the wants of the public, and, in most cases, are 
in detail purely imaginary. Buy only Gunn' s Map of 
Kansas. Price One Dollar. ' 17 The author was correct! 
Indeed, many of the maps, mostly those given away, 
gave excellent detail of the various railroad lines and 
shipping routes used to transport immigrants to the 
supply towns along the Missouri, but they gave little 
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Most of the immigrant guides con­

tained maps. Some of the maps were 
truly excellent; an example was that 
produced by William Hartley, a trained 
surveyor, who was a member of the 
Lawrence party that founded St. 
Charles. With winter approaching in 
1858, he returned to Lawrence in Octo­
ber and shortly thereafter produced a 
handsome map of the gold regions, 
which was published in December in a 
hardback pamphlet containing eight 
pages of text. This map (Fig. 6) was the 
first to show the Pikes Peak gold region 

Fig. 6. William Hartley, Map of the Recently Discovered Gold Regions in 
Western Kansas and Nebraska, 1858. 

Courtesy: Denver Public Library Western History Collection. 
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information about the area of greatest concern to the 
would-be miner the land across the prairie to the gold 
region. A 4 3/8 x 22-inch map entitled North Platte 
Route by J. E. H. allocates only one square inch to the 
final 200 miles of the journey. 

I have located twenty-one different guidebooks and 
pamphlets containing maps and four additional loose 
maps to the gold fields created between 1858 and 1859. 
As these items are less than 150 years old, one might ex­
pect the maps to be common. On the contrary, all but a 
few are extremely rare and exist in only one or a handful 
of specimens. It must be remembered that these objects 
were meant to be used, and those purchased were carried 
west by their owners and subjected to exposure to the el­
ements and other hazards. Much like the disposable 
maps of ski areas today, they almost never made it back 
to eastern libraries where they might have been pre­
served. Take the Eastin guide, for example (Fig. 7). This 
eight-page guide, printed in newspaper format, dis­
played a map on the frrst page. Twenty thousand copies 
were printed. Meant to be given away by shop owners, 
they were priced at 10¢ per hundred copies. In an auc­
tion at Christies in June 2005, one copy sold for $84,000. 
It appears the greatest holdings of the maps to the Colo­
rado gold fields are in Yale's Beinecke Library, the Den­
ver Public Library, the Newberry Library, the Library of 
Congress and the Colorado Historical Society. 

As an integral part of the guidebooks, many maps 
were underwritten by supply towns and specifically 
created to enhance the appeal of a particular route. A 
study of these cartographic tricks can be quite amus-
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ing. The Oliver guide is a good example; the accotnpa­
nying map (Fig. 8) was drafted unabashedly to 
promote travel to the mines only from Leavenworth 
City (shown to the extreme right of the close-up ).The 
two central routes (Republican and Smoky Hill) Oli­
ver sought to promote are indicated in heavy double 
lines while the Southern Route is shown in a lighter 
double line. The Northern Route is not even identified 
and only shown in the slightest of dashes. 
Leavenworth is the only supply town even shown. The 
alluring legend Rolling Prairieappears between the 
Republican Route (labelled Central Route) and the 
Smoky Hill Route (labelled Fremont's Trail), while 
the foreboding legend Barren Land appears near the 
Southern Route. Other maps were similarly distorted. 
On the Pacific Rail map, favouring the Smoky Hill 
Route, the designation of Gold Regionis seventy miles 
south of its correct location so it appears to be closer to 
the Smoky Hill Route than it was. The Pratt & Hunt 
map, biased toward the Northern Route, intentionally 
shows Denver and Auraria north of their true location 
and just below Fort St. Vrain, which makes the dis­
tance to the gold fields via the Northern Route appear 
shorter. Mendenhall's map, created for an opposite 
purpose, seeks to frighten travellers from the Northern 
Route by positioning legends about the Indians 
nearby. The map in Parson's guide, which favours the 
Northern Route, shortens this trail by drawing the 
route (boldly labelled 'Emigrant Road') straight 
across the open prairie where it did not exist. 

The Trek to the Cherry Creek Gold Fields 
Distortions of routes were no laughjng matter. The Re­

publican and Smoky Hill trails were largely unexplored 
and extremely difficult to traverse. Imagine a 20-foot-wide 
stream being the largest landmark in fifty miles of open 
prairie. A comparison of different descriptions of the 
Smoky Hill Route indicates how nlisleading they could be. 
W. D. Baker provided an idyllic picture. 

Added to all these advantages, the Smoky Hill 
Fork route is well supplied with wood, grass 
and water, and is at least three weeks earlier in 
the spring than the more northern routes. But 
this is not all; the streams are all bridged, and 
the present settlements extend to within two 
hundred and fifty miles of Pike's Peak, 
affording the greatest safeguard against Indian 
depredations. Added to all this, the emigrant 

will save one hundred and fifty miles of travel, 
and will be able to arrive at the Mines at least 
one week earlier .... In gold mining, a week is 
sometimes a fortune. 18 

However, validation of this route's nickname Star­
vation Trail is found in the diary of Albert Richardson. 
'Emigrants who have come by the Smoky Hill tell us 
they have suffered intensely, one traveling sev­
enty-five miles without water. Some burned their 
wagons, killed their famished cattle and continued on 
foot. ' 19 Mr. Hamilton also had a terrible journey. 'For 
nine days the party had nothing to eat but prickly pear 
and wild onions, and were three days and nights with­
out a drop of water. The only flesh they had during two 
weeks was a rattlesnake killed and ate the day before 
they reached the Arkansas. ' 20 A more horrendous ac­
count appeared in the New York Semi-weekly Tribune: 

[A] Stage Agent reports picking up a man 
named Blue, who was reduced to a skeleton 
from starvation. He had started with his two 
brothers. One of them had died, and the 
remaining two ate his body. Another died, and 
he in tum was nearly devoured by the survivor. 
A man named Gibbs had reached the mines in a 
starving condition, and he expressed the 
opinion that his party, numbering nine, had all 
perished. Many graves are reported along the 
route, and much property had been abandoned 
and destroyed on the road.21 

Of the thousands who made the trip by the various 
routes, few were pleased. The Cherry CreekPioneer 
reported: 'Men are coming in here daily who have not 
any provisions or money, and they will stay two or 
three days at the farthest, and then return to the States 
venting their spleen against the country and the peo­
ple. ' 22 From February through Aprill859, the number 
of departures from the mines about equalled the arriv­
als. No more than one in ten stayed in Colorado and 
few advanced their financial well-being. The vast 
number returned disgusted, worn-out, and worse off 
than when they began. 

As a result, by the spring of 1859, there was 
heavy traffic on the Northern and Southern routes in 
both directions. Those headed west would become 
discouraged by the grumblings of the so-called re­
turners.One diary recorded reactions, 'Here we saw 
a mound of dirt purporting, from an inscription on a 
buffalo skull, to be the grave of Samuel Curtis, of 
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Council Bluffs. Mr. C. gave favorable accounts 
from the mines last winter .... Many of those who 
first turned back, whom we met near Fort Kearney, 
threatened to kill Mr. Curtis if they tnet him. ' 23 At 
the professed grave of Mr. Oakes, the epitaph read: 
' Here lie the remains of D. C. Oakes, who was the 
starter of this damned hoax! ' 2

-t The diary also re­
calls, ' Met a physician from Fulton county, whose 
name has escaped me, who assured us that some 
men had claims that paid as high as ten and fifteen 
dollars a day; but, having tried mining, he found 
that it was hard work he never had done a hard 
day's work in his life and he'd be damned if he 
wasn't going back to where he could practice medi­
cine for a living. ' 25 
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But the natives who lost their land suffered the 
most. For the Arapahoe and Cheyenne, the Platte and 
Arkansas valleys were their historical wintering 
grounds. The winter was the lean time for their popu­
lation. Without running water, willows for winter 
feed, and cottonwoods for fuel, the tribes could not 
survive. Imagine showing up in October at a stretch of 
stream your family had wintered at for generations 
only to be told by some of the thousands of immigrant 
miners, waving guns, that the property was theirs be­
cause they had been there for three whole weeks! Wise 
Indians knew that fall that their way of life was ruined. 
Although the occupation of Indian territory was a 
strict violation of law, the laws were ignored, and the 
Indians were killed or moved on. 
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Fig. 9. First map of Denver. H. M Fosdick and L. N Tappan, 'Plan of the Cities of Denver, Auraria and Highland I 
Jefferson Territory', 1859. 
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Fig. 10. Frederick J Ebert, (Map of Colorado Territory Embracing the Central Gold Region', 1862. 

Putting Denver and Colorado on the Map 
In April, Denver was on the verge of collapse; the 

actual gold yields around the Cherry Creek area were so 
low that the whole gold rush was a national scandal 
seetningly fabricated by commercial interests. On 6 May 
1859, John Gregory discovered a vast rich load of gold 
twenty-five miles west of Denver in Gregory Gulch. The 
Pikes Peak gold rush finally had its economically viable 
base, and major strikes were found again and again in the 
mountains nearby. By the close of 1859, Denver had 
turned into an important municipality. 

With the viability of the three upstart towns as­
sured, the first map of them was published on 1 De­
cetnber 1859, with the title Plan of· the Cities of 
Denver, Auraria and Highland I Jefferson Territory 
(see Fig. 9). The map by H. M. Fosdick and L. N. 
Tappan reveals the competing towns of Denver and 

Auraria, across Cherry Creek from one another, and 
the town of Highland, consisting of only a few log 
cabins, on the other side of the Platte. Feeling the com­
petitive pressure of Golden, located ten miles west on 
Clear Creek, the three towns decided to merge, which 
they did two days after the map was published. 

With the explosion of commerce, political pressure 
mounted and on 28 February 1861 , Colorado became a ter­
ritory. Over the next few years, the mountains were exten­
sively explored by miners, and knowledge of the region's 
geography was rapidly amassed. By 1862, this information 
was assembled to produce a truly magnificent map of Col­
orado Territory drawn by Frederick Ebert under the per­
sonal direction of Governor Williatn Gilpin, who was 
himself an accomplished mapmaker. Published by Jacob 
Monk in Philadelphia, the large map (27 x 35 inches) ex­
plodes with tremendous detail (see Fig. 1 0). 
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Before gold was discovered in 1858, the topog­
raphy we now call Colorado was known tnerely in 
rough detail and thousands of square miles were 
completely uncharted. The Denver area was known 
only as a wintering place for Indians. Just four years 
later, scores of towns were named, the enormous 
landmass had been extensively explored, and many 
of its previously unknown features appeared on the 
map for all to see. 
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Wesley Brown organised the 24th IMCoS International 
Symposium in Denver in 2005. He has served as the Presi­
dent of the Rocky Mountain Map Society and Co-Chair of 
the Philip Lee Phillips Society of the Library of Congress. 
He has been a collector of old maps for thirty years, and 
confines his collecting to two areas: the earliest world maps 
up to the year 1540; and the exploration and settlement of 
Colorado. 
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Rear Admiral William D'Urban LLD, FRAS 
by Peter Allpress 

Andrew David's very interesting article on Admiral Nel­
son, Alexander Dalrymple and the early years of the 
Hydrographical Office (IMCoS Journal No. 102) men­
tioned William Durban as having surveyed the area 
around Sardinia where Nelson's fleet operated a great 
deal during his service in the Mediterranean. It is worth 
giving a few details of the William Durban who became 
Rear Admiral William D'Urban LLD, FRAS 
(1768- 1837), as he was a naval officer rather out of the 
ordinary. His name is correctly spelt D'Urban, it having 
been wrongly spelt in the official documents at the time 
of his joining the navy. Tooley's Dictionary of 
Mapmakers (1st edition) quotes 'D'Urban, Wm -
Channel between Sardinia, Sicily and Africa'. William 
D'Urban was educated under the well-known mathema­
tician Isaac Dalby (1744-1824) who worked with Colo­
nel Williatns and Colonel Mudge on the famous 
trigonometrical survey of England and Wales. D'Urban 
was also a Doctor of Civil Law, so he was well qualified 
to undertake marine surveying as well as diplotnatic 
missions. He served under Admiral Sir George Keith 
Elphinstone (later Lord Keith) in the reduction of the 
Cape of Good Hope in 1795. In 1802, he was sent to the 
Mediterranean with despatches relative to the peace of 
Ami ens and in particular the future of Malta. His knowl­
edge of Italian assisted him in the negotiations over 
Malta, the success of which led to numerous diplomatic 
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missions to Tripoli, Tunis and Algiers. Nelson was itn­
pressed by D'Urban's capabilities and when war with 
Spain was expected, sent him on an important mission to 
Barcelona to obtain information on the state of Europe 
and to receive any despatches from the British Ambassa­
dor in Madrid. 

My special interest in D#Urban, as a bookplate collec­
tor, arises frotn the very peculiar instrument he adopted as 
the crest of his coat of arms. It took me many years to dis­
cover that it is a sistrum, which the Oxford Dictionary de­
scribes as 'a jingling instrument or rattle used by the ancient 
Egyptians especially in the rites of Isis'. The assistant 
keeper in the Department of Ancient Egypt and Sudan at 
the British Museum, Marcel Maree, kindly gave me much 
information about the sistrum, an example of which is on 
display in the King's Library in the museum, which I was 
able to see on tny last visit to London. He pointed out that 
the sistrum shown on the bookplates lacks the metal discs 
on the bars inside the hoop which would produce the rat­
tling sound. Two bookplates of D 'Urban illustrated show 
the sistrum alone as a crest and in the full armorial. No 
doubt D'Urban's diplomatic connections with North M­
rica led him to adopt this unusual instrument as his crest 
and the motto 'Carthago,' now the modem Tunis. 

Information on D'Urban's naval career is given in 
John Marshal's Royal Naval Biography (1825) where 
it is stated that in 1810 Mr Arrowsmith published 'a 

1..1.1> 1-'H.A .S 

Chart of the Dangers in the 
Channel between Sardinia, Sic­
ily and Africa' formed from the 
original surveys of Captain 
D'Urban. He was a good friend 
of Nelson and is favourably 
mentioned in several ofNelson's 
letters recently published in Nel­
son The New Letters edited by 
Colin White (2005). D'Urban 
was a fellow of the Royal Astro­
notnical Society as were other 
marine surveyors such as Admi­
ral W.H. Smyth and Sir Francis 
Beaufort who have been men­
tioned by me in previous articles 
in the IMCoS Journal. 
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Mapping the Oregon Territory 
by Robert L. Hamm 

day's Washington state on some 
British maps. 

In the nineteenth century the 
land that we refer to as Oregon 
stretched northward into pres­
ent-day Yukon Territory of Canada 
bordering Russian America 
(Alaska), to the west as far as the 
Rocky Mountains, and south to the 
present Oregon-California border 
at forty-two degrees. On some 
maps the Rocky Mountains are 
named the Oregon Mountains, 
both in today's Canada and United 
States. 

--
DX 

.DE CA."' 

Several mapmakers conjectured about the lands 
that lay north of California, once California was re-at­
tached to the continent. (Much has been written else­
where on the geographic oddity of California as an 
island.) Using labels such as 'Undiscovered' or 'Un­
explored' to indicate the present Pacific Northwest 
and beyond, mapmakers often put decorative 
cartouches in the upper left comer to cover up that 
which they did not know. Some early maps simply 
leave the area north of California blank. Interestingly 
and not surprisingly, South America is quite accu­
rately drawn because explorers were able to sail 
around Cape Hom at its southern boundary and ven­
ture up the western coast. The perpetually frozen land 
north of Hudson's Bay didn't allow any ships to go 
through. Alaska, once it made its way onto maps, 
sometimes had big chunky islands and sometimes had 
misshapen coastlines to indicate the land mass. Some 
maps simply called an inlet or island 'Alayska' 
(Captaine 1835). 

Of particular interest is a great inland sea, some­
times called La Mer de l'Ouest (Janvier 1762) or the 

' 
' 

D E ' 

- -

• 

Fig. 1. Sanson 's map of 1682 was typical for the time, with California shown as 
an island. Much of the rest o.fwestern North America is called 'Nouveau 

Mexique '. 
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Fig. 2. The 1772 de Vaugondy map shows the west coast much enlarged from reality. Imaginary rivers flow into the 
Pacific Ocean, and Alaska is shown as a series of large islands. 

Western Sea (Kitchin 1769). That itnaginary sea cov­
ers roughly what we now call Washington (state), 
British Columbia, Alberta, Montana, and Idaho an 
area larger than the real Hudson's Bay in eastern Can­
ada. Capt. Juan de Fuca, after whom the area between 
British Columbia and Washington' s Puget Sound area 
is named, entered into his journal that he sailed inland 
into a great sea probably Puget Sound. An account 
published in 1625 said, 

'hee entered thereunto, sayling therein more 
than twenty dayes, and found that Land 
trending sometime North-west and North-east, 
and North, and also East and South-eastward, 
and very much broader Sea then was at the said 
entrance, and that he passed by divers Hands in 
that say ling.' 7 

No doubt he sailed into many inlets and bays of 
Puget Sound. Cartographers of his day and later as­
sumed he meant that he sailed twenty days going 
across the sea rather than in and out of the many inlets 
and bays that make Puget Sound so scenic. Conjectur­
ing that there would be some islands in this sea, car­
tographers freely drew in several imaginary islands. 

It is on Janvier's map that the area south of La Mer 
de 1 'Ouest and north of California is called Louisiana. 
That appellation covered the land from the Gulf of 
Mexico northward and westward to the Pacific Ocean. 
European mapmakers were famous for appropriating 
great tracts of land for their countries. Some maps in­
cluded names of Indian tribes; others did not. Regard­
less, the Europeans, and later the Americans, fought 
their geographic battles through the use of imaginary 
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borders and coloured areas, claiming vast lands as be­
longing to their countries, paying little attention to the 
people already living there. 

The names Quivera (Fig. 4) and Quivera Teguayo 
appear on many early maps. The land of Qui vera was 
supposed to be rich in gold, and it eluded explorers for 
decades. Coronado's explorers 
searched for it in present-day 
Kansas (in the American Mid­
west); when it wasn't found, the 
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Fig. 3 (left) Jejje1ys ' nzap o.fl 765 has 
a decorative cartouche in the upper 
left corner to cover the area that l1'a s 

unexplored or unkno1tn. 

Fig. 4 (bottonz lefi). Detail .fronz the 
1796 rVilkes, nzap shaH'S the 
in1aginary River Oregan (-vvith an 'a ') 
in the Midwest and the ilnaginary 
River o.f the West flowing to the 
Pac[fic Ocean. 

Fig. 5 (bottonz right). Guthrie's nzap 
(French edn) shaH'S large tracts ol 

• 

land belonging to the Spanish (pink), 
English 6'ello-vt ) , and green (French). 

name kept moving westward.9 

The name 'New Albion' 
moves up and down the west 
coast, sometimes in today's Ore­
gon and Washington, sometimes 
in California. The name is gener­

ally thought to have been given by Sir Francis 
Drake a military hero to the British and a despicable 
pirate to the Spanish. New Albion is simply another 
name for New England. (San Francisco, not named af­
ter St Francis as many people might assume, actually 
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Fig. 6 (above). The 1814 Darton map shows 
New England labelled on the west coast of 
North America. The name was given to it by Sir 
Francis Drake. 
Fig. 7 (right). An 1825 Butler n1ap (English) 
shows the name (New Caledonia' for the 
northwest corner. 

derives its name from Francis Drake.) When he sailed 
up and down the west coast, he thought of it as New 
England or New Albion. On one map (Darton 1814, 
Fig. 6)) the northeastern states are labelled New Eng­
land and the west coast is also labelled New Eng­
land two places with the same name. 

An 1808 map (Wilkinson) shows the area called 
'Moozemlek'. This almost-forgotten name has its ori­
gin in present-day Saskatchewan in Canada, but other 
references to the name are hard to come by. The area 
around Saskatoon, Sask., makes some reference to this 
natne as a mythical lake. 

An interesting map (Longman et al. 1823) shows 
the entire area we now call Canada, in addition to to­
day's Oregon, Idaho, and Washington, as 
'Rupertsland'. Rupert was a close friend of Queen 
Victoria. Did she bequeath millions of square miles to 
her friendquestion At least one mapmaker apparently 
took his word for it. Today the word refers mainly to 
an area in the province of Manitoba in the Canadian 
Midwest. The land (excluding Oregon, Idaho, and 

Washington) was admitted into the Dominion of Can­
ada in 1869 (along with the NorthWest Terri­
tory presumably the northernmost lands) two years 
after Canada itself formed as a political country3 as 
part of the British Empire. The legislation passed that 
year caused the Hudson's Bay Company to forfeit to 
Canada all of its claimed territory for £30,000. 

A number of early maps (Thomas and Andrews 
1796, Wilkes 1796, Walker 1798) show a river in the 
current American Midwest labelled as 
'Oregan' with an 'a' (Figs 4 and 6). The river, cou­
pled with the fabled (and imaginary) River of the 
West, simply showed an easy way for Americans to 
claim the western shore of North America. The ex­
plorers would have to locate the river an impossible 
task, since it didn't exist and sail it down to the Pa­
cific Ocean. Never mind that there is a major mountain 
range in the way the river apparently was thought to 
crash right through it if the mapmakers knew about the 
Rocky Mountains in the first place. Sometimes the 
tnountains were just eliminated altogether or had huge 
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gaps in thetn. Surely God intended Americans to claim 
the territory, or so the prevailing thought was, so a 
river would make it conveniently easy. The term 
'Manifest Destiny' was bandied about in newspapers 
when Americans realized that the English, Russians, 
and Spanish were claiming that which is now the Pa­
cific Northwest. Other imaginary Northwest Passages 
appeared on maps in today's Canada, with rivers and 
lakes linking together to make an easy route from 
Hudson's Bay to the Pacific (de 1 'Isle 1 7 54). 

It is doubtful that Captains Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark believed in the River of the West going 
all the way to the Pacific, but they did know that the 
meandering Missouri River flowed toward the east 
and south to the Mississippi River rather than towards 
the west. The thought that another river could flow in 
the opposite direction was probably never taken seri­
ously by Lewis and Clark, but the ilnaginary Oregan 
river existed for many years on maps of North Amer­
ica. It is most often placed in about the area now called 
South Dakota. The spelling 'Oregan' persisted for 
quite a few years. 

While we can smile at the thought that a river 
would penetrate a mountain range as huge as the 
Rockies, it should be noted that the Columbia River 
does exactly that it flows right through the Cascade 
Mountain Range between Oregon and Washington. At 
the time of the last ice age, geologists have evidence 
that a huge frozen dam of ice and water broke through 
in the upper Midwest and Canada and rushed towards 
the Pacific, carving out a riverbed between Oregon's 
Mt Hood and Washington's Mt Adams. This is often 
called the Missoula flood, and it probably happened 
about 15,000 years ago. 4 

For several decades in the 1800s Oregon was con­
stantly in newspapers, and from 1843 to 1883 pioneers 
trekked two thousand miles over what became known 
as the Oregon Trail, a mass migration that is thought to 
have carried more than 100,000 people westward from 
the then-frontier lands called Missouri and Illinois. 
Oregon Fever caught the imaginations of many who 
sought free land from the government. Never mind 
that there were indigenous tribes living there. Oregon 
was portrayed as a new Eden with furs, timber, and 
fertile soil. 

The flood of migration known as the Oregon 
Trail ( 1843- 80) came about because of descriptions 
like this: 'When improved and imbellished [sic] by 

white man, Oregon will become the loveliest and 
most envied country on earth. Oregon cannot be 
outdone whether in wheat, oats, rye, barley, buck­
wheat, peas, beans, potatoes, turnips, cabbages, on­
ions, parsnips, carrots, beets, currents, 
gooseberries, strawberries, apples, peaches, pears, 
or fat and healthy babies'. 7 It is estimated that fully 
ten percent of the pioneers who travelled the Ore­
gon Trail died along the way. 

A Missouri senator, Lewis Linn, proposed giving 
Americans 640 acres of free land for settling there. 
The Oregon Trail snaked 2000 tniles across the open 
prairie, through a wide-open pass in the fabled Rocky 
Mountains, next to roaring rivers, across desert lands, 
down treacherous mountainsides, and finally into the 
wet and fertile Willamette Valley, a mere eighty miles 
from the Pacific Ocean. Oregon City and its land-grant 
office were the destination. Today there is an Oregon 
Trail interpretive centre on the very site where wagon 
trains disbanded. 

The famous 'Go West, young man', often attrib­
uted to newspaper mogul Horace Greeley, captured 
the imaginations of many. (The quotation is actually, 
'Go West, young man, and grow up with the country.' 
It is now asserted to have been made by John B.L. 
Soule in a Terre Haute, Indiana, Express editorial.)2 

Interestingly, around the same time as people were 
streaming west Henry David Thoreau lamented in The 
Maine Woods that 'We have advanced by leaps to the 
Pacific, and left many a lesser Oregon and California 
unexplored behind us.' He stayed in New England. 

An odd map of 1838, late for the mistake, is a map 
showing the entire area north and west of the state of 
Missouri as 'Missouri Territory.' It clearly extends to the 
Pacific Ocean (Fig. 1 0). By this time newspapers were 
referring to the Pacific Northwest as Oregon, so a map 
calling it Missouri Territory is interesting if not factual. 

Some literature scholars believe that William Cul­
len Bryant (1794- 1878) in his poem 'Thanatopsis' ('a 
view of death') helped to established the spelling of 
Oregon when he wrote: 

... All that tread 
The globe are but a handful to the tribes 
That slumber in its bosom. Take the wings 
Of morning, pierce the Barcan wilderness, 
Or lose thyself in the continuous woods 
Where rolls the Oregon, and hears no sound, 
Save his own dashings, yet the dead are there .... 
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Fig. 8 (left). Robinson 's map of 1829 shows 
what the United States was going to look like, 
franz 54° 40 · in the north to the southern tip o.f 
Florida and the upper reaches of Main e. Gold 
had not yet been disco1·ered in California, 
1rhich H'as part of Mexico. 

Fig. 9 (beloH) . The British vvere trying to 
retain the Puget Sound area even though there 
was an agreen1ent to draw the bounda1y at 49 
degrees north across North America. In this 
n1ap Texas has an odd, elongated shape that 
alnzost reaches Oregon . 

Bryant's idea is that death should not 
be feared because the earth is a fantastic 
resting place that holds the remains of 
generations of people. Even far-flung ar­
eas such as 'the Barcan wilderness'[Af­
rica] and 'where rolls the Oregon' [the 
Columbia River] are wonderful final rest­
ing places. Whether this description actu­
ally appealed to early pioneers we will 
never know; they may not have been the 
type of person to read poetry anyway. 

The history of Oregon's name has 
been debated for years. While other 
states' names are easily detailed Alaska 

from the Aleut word meaning 
'great land,' Arizona from the 
Papago word ari~onac meaning 
'little spring' , California from 
the Spanish caliente .fornalla 

' hot furnace ', • 

meaning 
the Spanish 

word for 'mountainous' 6 Or­
egon's name has eluded histori­
ans. Several theories exist a 
mapmaking error, Spanish for 
tnarjoram ('oregano ' ), the 
French ouragan (' storm'), or 
the French ooligan (for ' fish ' ). 
A new theory came about 
within the past few years. This 
is that the word 'Oregon' co­
mes from the Algonquin, a faln­
ily of fifty languages in the 
Atnerican East and upper Mid­
west. An old French map is said 

Montana from 





hesitation to re-engage the British in a war over this 
land, and the eventual boundary was settled at 49 
degrees, the same as the separation from British 
North America east of the Rocky Mountains. In 
1818, the United States and Great Britain agreed 
that 'neither country should exercise governmental 
jurisdiction' 10 in the vast Oregon country. The 
agreements were renewed in 1828, and in 1846 the 
forty-ninth parallel was established as the bound­
ary. The line simply extended across the continent 
except for the southern tip of Vancouver Island. 
However, some British still wanted the Columbia 
River to be the dividing line west of the Rockies 
(Fig. 8). If they had prevailed, Seattle today would 
be part of Canada, and Portland would be the north­
ernmost major American city on the West Coast. A 
number of English maps show the dividing line fol­
lowing the route of the Columbia River (SDUK 
1834, Lizars 1845). 

An 1848 Scottish map has the notation next to the 
Columbia River: 'The Navigation of the Columbia 
River is Free to All British Subjects.' An 1855 British 
map (Fullarton) has the same notation along with the 
49th parallel division. 

In some maps, the Oregon territory touched Mex­
ico (that which is now called California), Missouri, 
Nebraska, and various parts of what is now Canada. In 
fact, this map collector's first venture into map col­
lecting was a map found in Greenwich Village in New 
York showing Oregon and Nebraska touching bor­
ders. Well-known and common maps (Robinson 
1829, Woodbridge 1831, Kelly 1842) showed the 
shape of the United States extending frotn what is 
now the top of British Columbia down to present-day 
Oregon and eastward to the East and South, but ex­
cluding California, all of the Southwest, and Texas. 
That appeared to be what the U.S.A. was going to look 
like. 

Many European and American maps in the early 
and mid-1800s show California as part of Mexico. 
As imtnigrants began to go westward across the Or­
egon Trail, some diverted to a southern route and 
ended up in California. Strategically, California 
was important to the United States, and certainly 
once gold was discovered there in 1849, Americans 
wanted the area even more. California became the 
first western state admitted into the Union (1850) 
just one year after gold was discovered. Nine years 
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later, in 1859, Oregon was annexed into the Union 
just before the beginning of the American Civil War 
and was considered to be a Northern (therefore, 
non-slave) state. 

Even though the British had earlier called pres­
ent-day Washington state New Georgia (after George 
III), American settlers decided that Washington state 
was going to be called Columbia or American Colum­
bia to differentiate itself from British Columbia. When 
a party left the capital of Olympia for Washington, 
D.C., to press for statehood, they called their territoty 
Columbia after the river (Captain Robert Gray named 
the river after his ship, Columbia Rediviva in 1792). In 
Washington, D.C., the charter was accepted, but the 
name was changed to honour the country's first presi­
dent. This single act has brought about decades of con­
fusion about the two Washingtons one a city and the 
other a state. 

The area called Oregon has undergone tre­
mendous changes in shape and character since the 
name appeared in William Cullen Bryant's poem. 
It has shrunk in size to about one-fifth its original 
size. It makes a person wonder if ever there was 
another such name-changing in such a short pe­
riod of time. In the time between the mid-1 700s 
and 1860, Oregon was given almost two dozen 
different names by American and European car­
tographers and explorers. 
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The New Globe Museum in Vienna 
by Oswald Dreyer-Eimbcke 

The Palais Mallard on Herrengasse is one of the most at­
tractive baroque buildings in Vienna. It has been much 
converted and rebuilt in the course of repeated changes 
of ownership, and also as a result of bomb damage dur­
ing the Second World War. The latest cosmetic and 
structural corrections were undertaken by the Austrian 
National Library. The building, reopened on December 
1, 2005 after an external face-lift and internal technical 
and stylistic improvements, now houses the Globe Mu­
seum, the Esperanto Museum, the Music Collection and 
the Department of Planned Languages. 

The history of the Palace goes back several centu­
ries. The list of owners includes the von Stubenberg, 
Spannberg and Zelkinger families, and from 1563 on­
wards Peter von Mallard, Master of the Horses and 
Treasurer. At the beginning of the 17th century the Je­
suits ran a seminary here. In 1689 Count Franz 
Maximilian Mallard had the building converted. 

From 1831 onwards part of the Palace housed the 
British Embassy, and from 1903 the Bavarian lega­
tion. In 1922 it was acquired by the Lower Austrian re­
gional government. In 1924 the Lower Austrian 
Regional Museum moved in. In the Second World 
War the palace was partly damaged by a bomb, and the 
rear court tract was subsequently made higher. In 1982 
the facade was restored. From 2001 to 2006 the Palais 
Mallard underwent conversion work to prepare it for 
its new functions. 

With its move to the Palais Mallard, the old, 
homely museum has grown into a modem, up-to-date 
rnuseum comprising a display area for exhibits, plus 
storage facilities and a study area. 

The globe exhibits are primarily arranged by top­
ics. In practice this means that one showcase deals 
with the history of globes, another with how they were 
rnade, while another room looks into the spectrum of 
themes depicted on globes or into issues relevant to 
cultural history, such as how globes were used and 
how they were received. 

One of the most precious items, Gerard Mercator' s 
terrestrial globe of 1541, has been digitized. The globe 
shown on the screen is a virtual facsimile of this exhibit. 
Located next to the original, the virtual globe with its ro­
tation and zoom facilities makes it possible to penetrate 
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Fig. 1. The Globe Musezun, Herrengasse 9, Vienna. 
All illustrations are front the museum catalogue. 

deep into the world map depicted on the original globe. 
It is controlled by a touch screen. There can hardly be a 
more exciting way of presenting globes. 

Although globes have been out of fashion for quite 
a few years now, having been superseded by satel­
lite-assisted navigation systems for worldwide posi­
tion determination, they still have all the attraction of a 
cult object. And that is indeed how many people today 
see globes and all the interesting and beautiful instru-

• 

ments related to globes. In addition, it is only natural 
that academics also take an interest in globes. As 
'globe capital ', Vienna leads the world. 
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Pieter van der Aa's spectacular version of Cassini's planisphere, 
published in Lei den, in Nouveau Theatre du Monde ... , c.l713 
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Fig. 2. Robert Haardt in his globe n1useun1, about 1950. 

The reason for this is the Globe Museum in the 
Austrian National Library. It is the only institution 
worldwide that acquires, researches into and exhibits 
terrestrial, celestial and lunar globes, globes of various 
planets, instruments related to globes, such as 
armillary spheres, and instruments of which globes 
form a part, such as planetaria, telluria and lunaria. 
The museum's portfolio currently cotnprises some 
430 items. 

It all started with the Viennese private scholar 
Robert Haardt ( 1884-1962), who kept a 'globe 
museum'in his apartment. On 14 Aprill956 the Globe 
Museum was opened in the rooms of the map collec­
tion on Josefsplatz. The collection was popular with 
the public right from the start. 

Haardt tnade an academic study of old globes 
- evidently a passion that was catching. In 1952 he 
founded, together with others of the same persuasion, 
the 'World League of Friends of the Globe', a forum 
for experts. Professor Rudolf Schmidt joined as an en­
thusiastic men1ber, took part in symposia and orga­
nized exhibitions. In 1978 he followed in Haardt's 
footsteps and was appointed president, an office 

century made giant globes four metres high for Louis 
XIV. At the time it was en vogue in royal palaces to 
display Heaven and Earth as a pair of globes and to 
pose, smiling, beside them. Thus they were not only 
decorative, but also a symbol of claims to world su­
premacy. En passant, one might say. 

Coronelli made the most attractive baroque dis­
play globes at the end of the 17th century. He created 
globes of various diameters. Four of his large series 
globes measuring 110 em in diameter can be seen in 
the state room of the Austrian National Library. Since 
the first half of the 18th century they have belonged to 
the iconographic equipment programme in the ba­
roque room of the library. 

The oldest globe preserved in Austria dates from 
1536 and is displayed in the private collectors 'room, 
which is particularly successful from an architectural 
point of view, as a permanent loan from the private Vi­
ennese globe collection of grand seigneur Prof. 
Rudolf Schmidt. 

Rudolf Schmidt, whose title of professor was 
awarded to him by the president of Austria, is now hon­
orary president of the Coronelli Society. 

In the past things were cramped in Schmidt's 
apartment. Old, 
fragile globes 
wherever you 
looked, many of 
them standing 
suspended in 
finely turned 
wooden stands. 
Every one a mas­
terpiece. On the 
floor, on the 
shelves nestling 
between books, 
on tables and an­
tique furniture. 
One hundred and 
thirty-twoworlds 
standing still and 

he filled with great dedication for 22 years. 
The society's rather old-fashioned sounding 

name was changed to 'International Coronelli 
Society', natned after the Venetian cartographer 
Vincenzo Coronelli, who in the seventeenth 

Fig. 3. Astrononzical 
instrument by Daniel 
Schreyer, vrith clockvvork 
and a revolving globe. 21 
cn1. (Ste_vr?, 1624). 
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waiting for a finger to touch them. Princes may have 
held them in their hands and dreamed dreams. And 
this despite the disadvantages associated with 
globes: their bulky shape, the difficulty of trans­
porting and the complications of storing them. 

The attractive stair house, which of course also in­
cludes a lift, leads the visitor into the museums and 
collections. The atmosphere here is one of restrained 
comfort. This feeling is also the result of a harmonious 
interaction between the redecorated, but not over-re­
stored historical fabric of the building, restrained 
lighting and the functional presence of newly de­
signed showcases and furniture units that assist the 
visitor to make optimum use of the audio-visual infor­
mation facilities. 

A 72-page catalogue by the head of the map and 
globe collection, Jan Mokre, published under the title 
'Das Globenmuseum der sterreichischen 
Nationalbibliothek'is available in English as The 
Globe M useunz of the Austrian National Libra1y . 
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THE 

AMERICAs 
.MAPS & PRINTs 

• • 

We hold monthly auctions of 
antiquarian books, maps & atlases 

Please visit our website to view our latest 
catalogue at www.dominicwinter.co.uk 

For further information contact Benjamin Martin 
on 01285 860006 or ben@dominicwinter.co.uk 
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Plan of Tokyo, 1878 
by Kazumasa Yamashita 
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Fig. 1. 'The Totallvfap ofTof...y·o, lt'ith 15 Kus and 6 Ghuns ·. by Torao Yasuda. Published 11 1Vov. 1878, b.r Ka1nekichi 
Tsunasin1a. Si~e a_( paper 368 x508nt, si~e a_( printed area 350 x479nun. Copperplate (black) and lt·ood-block (colour). 

The year 1868 was the first year of the Meiji era, the 
start of the Meiji Restoration, which brought about 
reformation of the Japanese feudal political system. 

At the satne time the capital of Japan was moved 
from Kyoto to Edo, which was renamed Tokyo, mean­
ing eastern capital. Kyoto was also renatned Saikyo 
\vhich means western capital, though it was not widely 
used. 

This plan shows the city of Tokyo ten years after 
the Meiji Restoration. The central pink zone is Edo 
Castle where the Meiji Emperor lived, but it had been 
the residence of Shoguns for 250 years. 

Around Edo Castle can be seen 15 blocks ofthe 
city indicated by different colours. These new ad-
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ministrative divisions of the city (sin1ilar to the bor­
oughs in London) were called 'ku' and each one was 
given a proper name. Formerly ku were named by 
numbers only, but these changed several times in 
the ten years of the Meiji era with the result that no­
body could understand the relationship between the 
ku-number and proper name of the specific area. 
After this new naming, the system was not changed 
for 54 years until Tokyo's administrative expansion 
in 1932. This plan was published because of the new 
change in the adtninistration. 

Outside the 15 central ku divisions can be seen 
other areas with different colours. They are county di­
visions (called 'ghun') in Tokyo prefecture, non-ur-



Fig 2. Detail of the central portion of 
'The Total Map of Tokyo '. 

banized areas at that time. There 
were 6 ghuns but nowadays the 
area seen in this plan is all inc or­
porated within Tokyo municipal 
ku area. The original title of this 
map is 'The Total Map of Tokyo, 
with 15 Kus and 6 Ghuns '. 

The lists on the bottom left of 
the plan give information about 
the kus and ghuns. The top portion 
of the box shows addresses of the 
ku and ghun offices and names of 
their respective governors. The 
lower part shows the names of the 
subdividions (not the names of the 
streets) in each ku and ghun. 

The population of Tokyo 
within the ku area at that time 
was a little less than 600,000, but 
in the Edo period the maximum 
population was almost one mil­
lion. In 1932 Tokyo expanded its 
ku area frotn 15 kus to 3 5 kus, 
and in 194 7 they were integrated 
into 23 kus and renamed. The 
population in the 23 kus today is 
8,140,000. 

The townscape of Tokyo at 
that time was not much differ­
ent from that of the Edo period. 
The buildings in the city were 
all made of timber, roofed by 

a 
a 
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black ceratnic tiles, and some walls were plas­
tered. Most government buildings were fortnerly 
the residences of big daimyos (feudal lords) 
which surrounded the central castle. Very few 
buildings apart from The First National Bank, 
Shinbashi Railway Station and some government 
offices were built in brick and stone in Western 
style. 

The railway service between Yokohama and 
Tokyo was started in 1872. The line is visible on the 
left (south) of the plan along the coast. It was partly 
laid on a newly built bank in the sea adjacent to the 
coast. 

In 1877, one year before the publication of this 

plan, Japan had a final civil war after the Meiji Resto­
ration in Kyushu, and the first inland industrial expo­
sition was held in Tokyo. In the following year, 1878, 
the first riots by soldiers after the Meiji Restoration 
broke out in the central Tokyo, but were suppressed 
the next day. Fifty-six soldiers were executed. Thus 
Tokyo was still noisy but was stepping forwards 
towards modernity. 

Most Japanese city plans of this period, espe­
cially those of Tokyo, were printed in black by cop­
perplate engraving and in colour by traditional 
wood-block. This beautiful printing technique be­
came popular from ca 1875 until ca 1895. I think it 
is a successful example of the combination of two 
different cultures. 
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IMCoS 20th Map Collectos' Evening, Farmers Club, 3,Whitehall Court, London 
Monday 27 February, 2006 

This is always my favourite IMCoS event and this 
year fulfilled all expectations in variety, interest and 
humour, peppered with the combined knowledge of 
tnany experts. It is this combination that is so exciting 
and such fun! 

Rodney Shirley opened the meeting with the sad 
announcement that this was to be his last chairman­
ship. The meetings would of course continue, and be 
as informal as at present. He went on to welcome the 
IMCos President Hans Kok from Amsterdam to his 
first Collectors' meeting. 

A wonderful selection of maps were then pre­
sented and handed round for inspection: 

Walter Valk had brought two maps Europe on 
the Eve of Waterloo, and The USA during the Civil 
War. The first was a British map, published in Liv­
erpoo 1 the day before Waterloo in June 1815, show­
ing political change in Continental Europe. The 
fascination was an area from Hatnburg to The 
Hague labelled 'British'! Was this a British posses­
sion in Germany, Heligoland perhaps? The Ameri­
can map of around 1863, based upon a map by Tallis 
published by the London Publishing Company in 
the 1860s, had coloured areas 1narking the territory 
of the Confederates (yellow), the Unionists (pink) 
and between them Indian territories and slave states 
• tn green. 

Caroline Batchelor: The Geological Survey maps 
of Denver sparked Caroline's interest in geological 
tnaps so, with her interest in Africa, she brought along 
a Geological Survey of Egypt, by Joseph Rufsegger 
(1802- 67), published in Germany. She also drew our 
attention to A.P. Stanley's book of the Geology of Si­
nai and Palestine. 

Susan Gale presented a book of map names that 
she had been given to review Mark Monmonier's 
Fro1n Squaw tit to whorehouse 1neadow. Published by 
the University of Chicago Press it is about how map 
names can claim and inflame. Some names can be re­
garded as cartographic insults and have to be changed 
to be politically correct. Village and town names often 
have a second meaning, pronunciation changes and 
the colouring can also change. This book explains why 
the natnes were changed. The illustrative excerpts 

given certainly suggested that this was a very appeal­
ing and fun book. 

Eugene Burden presented French maps of English 
counties by Perrot. These were for a French edition of 
Sir Walter Scott's works published from 1826- 30 in 
Edinburgh as an atlas volutne with 30 maps illustrat­
ing Scott's books and poems. 

David Webb as usual contributed a delightful se­
lection of strip maps and itineraries: the Australian 
Herald Road Guide has a strip map for each day's 
tour, Austin Motors produced an itinerary for North 
Wales, and the British Motor Corporation produced an 
itinerary for Devon. I find it fascinating that, although 
separated from cartographers such as Senex by more 
than 200 years, the strip 1nap holds its own as a guide 
to touring in the age of the motor car as much as the 
horse. 

Hans Kok collects maps from Amsterdam to 
Batavia in the Dutch East Indies, with detours to 
South America if the ships went that way. In this 
case the 'detour'was via the North East Passage as 
depicted on a map of the North Pole by Mercator 
from his world map of 1569. Because of difficulties 
in projection Mercator usually gave the North and 
South poles separately. At that time it was believed 
that hot sea water was sucked down at the Equator 
and reappeared at the North Pole as the source of 
four rivers. The North Pole itself was thought to be a 
high black rock. Longitude was determined in 1780 
and thought to be influenced by magnetic variation, 
the problem being that ship's captains observed 
more magnetic variation than could be accounted 
for by one magnetic pole, so two are plotted on the 
tnap on different islands. 

Rodney Shirley presented a wonderfully varied 
group of maps: 
1. Title page to Stirpiun1 Adversaria Nova, a book on 
herbal plants by Pena and L'Obell. Engraving attrib­
uted to Remigius Hogenberg. Unusual to show a rare 
tnap of Europe in the lower half, and be dated 'Landini 
1570'. This date is very early for copper-engraving in 
England. 
2. Map of West Africa by James Kirkwood & Sons, 
1820. Of interest because it shows the routes of the 
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two expeditions of the Scottish explorer Mungo Park 
in 1795- 96 and 1805- 06. Park was killed (or 
drowned) on the latter expedition. 
3. Map of the Race Courses of England by John Frost, 
1827. [Frost's name is not found in Valerie Scott's 
4-volume revision of Tooley's Dictionary]. 
4. Map titled 'Wreck Chart of the British Isles', 
1882- 83. As well as marking all the wrecks in that 
year it shows the life boat stations around the coast. 
Published by the RNLI. 

Barbara Thomas collects maps of the Western 
Isles, which sometimes include Wales and England, 
and catalogues her maps using Rodney Shirley's 
book. She presented a map of theW estern Isles reis­
sued in 169 5 featuring the map based on that of 
Claudius Ptolemy by Mercator. It is an unusual 
map, difficult to classify, because the name at the 
top is from the first state and the cartouche is from 
the second state. It is not in Rodney Shirley's book. 
Barbara then entertained us with the Fairy Tale of 
John Norden. He was an Oxford graduate, a lawyer 
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involved in land leases which in turn led to survey­
ing. Although he is known for his maps his tnain 
writing was a book of prayers, The pensive man }s 
practice, which ran to 40 editions, being more suc-
cessful than Shakespeare at the titne! He was not 
however favoured at court and his introduction to 
the presentation copy of Speculznn Britannica given 
to Queen Elizabeth I has a somewhat sad reference 
to Saxton's Britannia which does not include de­
tailed maps. Nor den published a map of Middlesex 
in 1594, Essex 1597 and then Hertfordshire, after 
which he prudently went to Cornwall. This was 
published in 1601, around the time that Jatnes I had 
an heir. The then Duke of Cornwall presented 
Norden to James I in 1604. He went on to produce a 
manuscript copy of a geography which was pub­
lished by Roger Gale in 1784. In discussion it 
emerged that no one has found the 1nanuscript of the 
Kent map. 

Georgina Baily, a 1nost welcome guest, brought a 
map of Hungary, dated 1602 and based on Ortelius. 

• 5 • .... ,__,_ 



Georgina came with a number of questions about her 
map that were answered by the assembled company. 

Anne Edel, another guest with questions, brought 
a French map of 1772 of the Island of Gore, a slave is­
land off the coast of Senegal (goree bellin) together 
with the Admiralty chart 'Carte de la Barbary', by 

Facing page (top row): 
Walter Valk, Caroline 

Batchelor, Eugene Burden, 
(botton1 roH) David Webb, 
Hans Kok, Rodney Shirley. 

This page (top row): 
Barbara Thon1as, Georgina 

Baih·, Arn1e Edel, 
• 

(1niddle ro1-v) Ian Harvey', 
Sylvia Sobernheint, 

Joe Walker, 
(bottom row) Celia Holmes, 

Cvrus Ala 'i. 
"" 

Jean Covens of Amsterdam This was of great interest 
to Hans Kok, as it is part of the Amsterdam to Batavia 
route. Once again advice and information was forth­
coming to everyone's satisfaction. 

Ian Harvey likes little maps in little pockets, es­
pecially circular folding maps. Ian presented just 
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such a map of the 5 miles around Bath in 1780-90 in 
a marbled cardboard case, published by Taylor and 
May lor, who published maps of Bath regularly for 
50 years. 

Sylvia Sobernheim loves puzzles. She showed a 
map of South East England by Riley, dated by wa­
termark to 1730. The puzzle is in the cartouche, the 
rebus being more suggestive of a watermark, or ma­
son's sign carved on a building than a conventional 
cartouche. This rebus consists of a number '4' sur­
mounted on the letter ' H ' which sits within a heart 
shape. Rodney Shirley had seen watermarks like 
this. Sylvia also tabled two jigsaws of facsimile 
maps of the British Isles that would be great fun to 
do. 

Joseph Walker collects early French maps and 
brought an unusual map of France, first issued in 
1753 and dedicated to Louis XVth. Each side edge 
of the map was decorated with portraits of the kings 
of France from 418-1753. During the Revolution­
ary period all portraits of Royalty were banned so 
that these editions had to have the portraits cut off, 
but the copper plate remained intact so that with the 
restoration of the monarchy the map could be re­
printed in its original form. Those present thought 
this to be such an interesting map that Joseph was 
encouraged to write it up for the IMCoS Journal, so 
watch this space. 

Celia Holmes presented a map of Australia en­
graved for the Popular Educator in 1850- 55 showing 
the furthest point of exploration at that time and it in­
cluded information about a colony of Methodists 
(were they related to the Tolpuddle Martyrs 1834 I 
wonder!). 

Cyrus Ala'i brought his new book of Persian 
maps from 1477- 1993 , one of which explains 
why Persia is called a cat. On a map the outline of 
Persia looks like a cat curled up on a cushion. It 
also illustrates the hierarchy in Persia: Noblemen, 
Citizens (merchants), Countrymen (farmers) and 
Turkmen who were nomadic tribes, some of 
whom spoke Turkish. The book is a beauty, on 
acid free paper, designed as a reference book to 
last 200 years , with a Speed map , not necessarily 
by Speed, but in his style, on the cover. 

So ended another delightful evening at the 
Farmer' s Club. 

SUSAN SNASHALL 
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World Cup 2006 - Postcards 
by Kit Batten 

In Germany today it is difficult to forget that the country 
will be hosting the football (or soccer) World Cup or 
Weltmeisterschaft in June and July this year. Every­
where one looks there are either adverts for the tourna­
ment itself or everyone is leaping onto the bandwagon 
and using a ball symbol to advertise their wares. As a col­
lector of postcards I was not surprised when my wife 
spotted the first cards on sale recently. My second home 
town is Stuttgart and it will be one of the twelve official 
venues and, if nothing goes to plan(!) will host Germany 
against England in the second round (round of the last 
16, this game would be played on Sunday 25 June). 

There are five postcards which include maps as a 
motif presently on sale in the city on offer from two dif­
ferent companies. Fotoverlag Huber1 is a well-known 
company within the German-speaking world as part of 
the very large Huber publishing house which produces 
school books and calendars among other paper products. 
They have paid to use the official WM logo and this is 
shown on each card. This is clearly marked on the back 
of each card (see below). Their first card is possibly my 
favourite as it shows a representation of the world sur­
rounded by the flags of the 32 nations who will be com­
peting in the summer (i.e. the ones which have reached 
the final playoffs). 

The second of Huber's cards is a complicated cutout: 

the left half is a map of Germany in the three national 
colours (black, red, gold) and the outline on the left is cut to 
the national border. The right half displays the twelve sta­
diums which are to be used, identifying each by the name 
of the city. Both of these first two cards are larger than the 
usual postcard and would require additional postage if sent 
but this is not explained on the card. The third card from 
Huber Verlag is a simple map of Germany with main auto­
bahns (i.e. motorways or highways) linking the venues. 
Three characteristic WM symbols are shown including the 
mascot a lion (?) named Goleo the Vlth. I must admit to 
loathing all these mascots; I have not come across one in 
recent years that looked attractive. However, the reverse of 
this card is probably the most attractive: there is a photo­
graph of the venue for the fmal game in Berlin. It is in pale 
colours so that a message could still be written and read. 

The second company who have invested in post­
cards of the tournament is Schoning GmbH & Co. 
KG. 2 This is a company based in Lubeck and special­
ises in tourist products, e.g. postcards of German areas 
and tourist guides, as well as producing cards for ev­
ery occasion. They currently have a series of scantily 
clad girls in football poses (ask no further) and with a 
funny quotation. Another series is also concerned 
with football and shows Learning German the Hard 
Way as a referee shows a player a 'Rote Karte' (i.e. the 

I EiLNEHMERSTAATEN DER F I FA FUSSBALL-WELTMEISTERSCHAFT 2006 ·- ----. 
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red card). Their two map postcards have a clever foot­
ball pitch design on the reverse. The first card is Ger­
many surrounded by the stadium. Here the names of 
the stadiums are given: in Gelsenkirchen we have the 
Veltins Arena (the sponsor is a brewery); in Munich 
there is the new Allianz arena (an insurance company; 
or in Hamburg the AOL Arena. The second card is 
filled with a representative view of the city in ques­
tion. Stuttgart has a pretty view of the bandstand in the 
SchloBgarten in front of the Neues SchloB. 

The German motto for the event is actually zu Gast 
bei Freunden basically Guests of Friends but this 
does not appear on any cards so far seen. Germany will 

... _.011' 

~=====~Deutschland 

take great pains to put on a friendly face during the event. 
Over the past ten years there has been an awakening of 
what service means and a realisation that the service sec­
tor, including tourism, is important. I, too, hope that 
tnany visitors come and experience the warmth of Ger­
man Gastfreundschajt (hospitality). 

·oTES 
1. FotoYerlag Huber (Tel: - 49 8821 93330) has card Manufactured under 

licence and the note The Official Emblem, the Official Mascot of the 
2006 FIFA World Cup Germany and the FIFA Cup Trophy are copy­
rights and trademarks of FIF A. All rights reserved. 

2. Schoning GtnbH & Co. KG can be contacted under Tel. +49 45 I 3103 0 
or at www.schering-verlag.de 
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An embarrassing and alarming reality 
by Martine Chomel 

Traditional European scientific societies were 
founded by enlightened personalities in the fields of 
history, mathematics, physics, cartography and as­
tronomy in the 19th century. Such are the Societe 
Royale de Geographie in Paris ( 1821 ), La 
SocieteGeographique de Berlin ( 1828) and the Royal 
Geographical Society in London (1830). 

In America, the earliest is the Sociedad Mexicana 
de Geografa y Estadstica (known as SMGE) founded 
in Mexico a few years after its independence from 
Spain in 1833. It was born from the awareness of the 
Liberals of the need to evaluate the resources of their 
country and the basic necessity of publishing the first 
Mexican map, a real exploit achieved in 1861 in the 
midst of harassing political turmoil. Mexican intellec­
tuals from both the Conservative and the Liberal par­
ties took part in tum in the building up of this 
prestigious society. People like Lucas Alaman, 
Ignacio Manuel Altamirano, Antonio Garcia Cubas, 
Miguel Lerdo de Tejada, Jose Fernando Ramirez, 
Manuel Orozco y Berra, Joaquin Garcia Icazbalceta 
and Francisco Pimentel, to name a few, concentrated 
their efforts on studying and writing about all the fac­
ets of this complex country and different aspects of its 
culture. 

The SMGE became Masonic under the Presidency 
of Benito Juarez and most of its members still belong 
today to this powerful organization. After the Mexican 
Revolution, the society was dominated by members of 
the new official party called Partido Revolucionario 
Jnstitucional which ruled Mexico for seventy years. 
Little by little, the society lost its focus on learning and 
publishing, and was mostly used as a means of rap­
prochement to political power. 

It possesses a large library which contains some 
bibliographical jewels: first editions published in New 
Spain since the 16th century, colonial manuscript ser­
mons, a few codices, universal literature and 19th cen­
tury European works such as Alexander von 
Humboldt 's grand folio volumes on his American 
journey and Lord Kings borough 's Antiquities of Mex­
ico. The map room concentrates on 19th and 20th cen-
tury material. The library was elegantly restored a 
decade ago and most of its collections were finally cat-

alogued and published. Both library and map room 
have been closed to the public for quite some time, 
through lack of interest and funds. 

On 29 October 2005 , Galeras Louis C. Morton, a 
well-established auction house in Mexico, organized a 
rare book and map auction where about one fourth of 
the material came from the SMGE. This was evident 
as all material books and maps with the exception 
of manuscripts bore the SMGE stamp. It was not 
easy to decipher as the stamps had been painted over 
in blackish purple. Another stamp from a non-existent 
antiquarian store had been added, surely to mislead the 
buyers. 

Among the lots offered in the catalogue, was some 
first-class material: 
• A new Map of the World from Captain Cook's 

Voyages ( 1799) 
• Carte de la Vallee de Mexico by Alexander von 

Humboldt, grand folio atlas (1811) 
• Carte du Mexique et des pays limithrophes by 

Alexander von Humboldt, grand folio atlas (1811) 
• Introductoriun1 Astronomicum by Jacobus 

Stapulensis ( 151 7) 
• Tragcediae Duae, Hecuba & Jphigenia in Aulide by 

Erasmus (1524) 
• Brevissilna totius habitabilis Terrae descriptio by 

Henrico Glareani (1542) 
• Historia de las cosas n1as notables, ritos y 

costu1nbres del Gran Reyno de China by I. 
Gonzalez de Mendoza (1596) 

• Dudas acerca de las ceremonias sanctas de la 
missa resueltas por los clerigos de la 
congregaci6n de Nuestra Senora by Henrico 
Martinez (1602) 

The auction house was warned ahead of time of 
the imprudence of selling such material. It obtained a 
letter which entitled it to go ahead with the sale, from 
the consigner, who happened to be the SMGE Presi­
dent himself. Meanwhile some SMGE academics 
started to get organized and tell members about the 
facts. 

The sale went off as planned and most collectors 
were all too pleased to get rare books at unrealistically 
low prices, as the catalogue is there to prove it. 
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This auction started a chain reaction in the news- up and things took such a tum that a month and a half 
papers, where it was insinuated that the legal value of later, most books were recovered by the auction 
SMGE President's letter was dubious, as he offered house. Those plus another quantity of books, already 
material to sell without the approval of his members; stocked inside the auction house reserves for a suppos-
and a point was made about the urgency of respecting edly future SMGE auction, were officially given back 
the nation's cultural patrin1ony, even if the SMGE is a to the SMGE. 
civil association and not a governmental institution. It is to be hoped that the embarrassing lesson learnt 
At the same time, researchers from different social sci- by everybody will be remembered and this kind of petty 
ences institutes wrote letters of concern and had them scandal will not happen again under any circumstances. 
signed and circulated among intellectuals pleading for The main concern remains: what to do with those 
the return of the books. old societies which are unable to cope with their respon-

A week later, the SMGE organized an urgent sibilities for economic reasons or lack of interest? Cui-
meeting where the President resigned and a new board tural treasures, the nation's patrimony, are at stake. Rare 
was constituted. A decision was made that all the book collections gathered with countless efforts in the 
books without exception should be returned: a delicate past should not be lost, but at least made available to so-
question, as nobody can be legally obliged to give cial sciences specialists for research, if not to the general 
back what has been duly paid for. The collectors were public. The solution may lie in the creation of councils 
slowly convinced to return the material under the con- capable of invigilating and controlling the current state 
dition that they would be refunded. The pressure went of the collections. 

* * * * * 

Letters to the Editor 
On the road Down Under (IMCoS Journal No. 104, name was repeated over and over again on most world 
p5- 25) maps (Map pi Mundis) for more than 300 years, then the 

There is an error on page 19, col1 , line 6 from bot- name disappeared. As the name is spelt in much the 
tom. Caltex had no connection with the Anglo-Ameri- same way as Norway in Latin, there has been a lot of 
can Oil Company, which was the former name ofEsso guesswork as to whether this name has some connec-
in Britain, so the words should read 'Caltex was a part- tion with the Norsemen who entered the northern part 
nership', etc. of America in the early 1Oth to 11th centuries. This the-

Under Sources, the article says that 'Primary sis is very popular among Norwegian writers. The 
sources in the form of early cycling maps and name is also very close to the German Numberg (fa-
guides are not to be found in the UK'. In fact, as mous site of map-making in the old days), in Latin 
Francis Herbert kindly points out, there are two 'Nurembega'. This version is indeed very popular 
guides in the Library of the RGS/IBG, as well as ex- among German writers. A very kind mapseller in Ha-
amples of oil company maps of the period. None of waii, Lahaina Printsellers, told me that in the studies of 
this material alters any conclusions arrived at, or in- John Goss, The Mapping of North America, this place 
traduces new publishers or series, but they do use- was mapped by Cartier in the 1520s, and Goss thinks 
fully fill out the picture with states that the writer that the name is based upon the local Indian triballan-
had not seen. guage meaning 'The place between two waters'. I have 

TIM NICHOLSON also seen Norumbega stated on a French map of about 

Norumbega, fact or fiction? 
In the Abrahan Ortelius world map of about 1570, 

there is an area on the north-east coast of what is today 
USA (New England?), with the name of 'Norumbega'. 
More specifically it covers the area between the St 
Lawrence seaway and the east coast peninsula. This 
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1700, in the map title. I have also been told that there is 
a place in Boston with this name. As I am writing books 
and articles about the visits ofLeifEricson and Colum­
bus to the American mainland, I now ask the readers of 
the Journal for any possible help to clarify this for us 
map-lovers very important matter. 

ARNE SAGEN Lilleaasen 18 C, 1396 NORWAY 



I have read with interest the article by Jens Bornholt in 
the Spring issue of the IMCoS Journal. I have given 
some thought to the authorship of the 
Montanus/Ogilby/Dapper 'America' books for a long 
time now, I atn glad he brought up the subject. 

Joseph Sabin deserves the highest respect and 
gratitude for having given us A Dictionary of Books 
Relating to An1erica, I feel that way after having con­
sulted his vast body of information many times. 

About the books we are discussing, mind you, I be­
lieve we should consider the books as a whole and not 
just the engravings of maps and views in them. I feel that 
Sabin has described the facts and reached the wrong 
conclusion; one cannot hold this against him, we all have 
a bad day sotnetimes. In his entry number 50086, pre­
ceded by the name MONT ANUS, he registers the Dutch 
edition dated 1671; his next entry, number 50087, de­
scribes the Dapper edition of 1673, and the 50088 entry 
describes the Ogiby edition published in 1671. Sabin not 
only disregards the chronological order of the three edi­
tions, which he usually keeps, but seems to have decided 
that the original author of all three editions was 
Montanus by listing all three editions under this name 
and showing that name in the second and third ones be­
tween square brackets [ ]. He may have been right or 
wrong, but I tend to agree with him on this point as, if I 
am not mistaken, Holland was ahead of England in geo­
graphic information at the time. In the entries on the 
Ogilby and Dapper editions he comments that they are 'a 
most impudent plagiarism'. 

An important clue is that the Montanus and Ogiby 
editions were published in the same year. It seems un­
likely that such a long text and such numerous engrav­
ings could have been plagiarized within a year. If 
Montanus was the author of the book he must have 
sent the text ahead for translation and lent Ogilby the 
plates for printing; a close comparison of the 
Montanus and Ogilby engravings shows that they 
were printed from the same plates, suggesting that 
there must have been an agreement between them for a 
joint publication, just like those that are frequent in 
our days. There might have even been a joint author­
ship of Montanus and Ogilby, both of them writing 
different chapters of the book. 

Regarding Dapper's edition, the entries in Sabin's 
dictionary not only show that it had the same publisher 
as the Montanus one, but Sabin writes in his first entry, 
'The plates are the same ones as those used in the fol-

lowing translation [Dapper's], but are earlier and 
therefore better impressions'. This shows that 
Montanus granted Dapper the right to publish his 
translation into German and of using his plates. 

I suggest that Sabin's accusation of plagiarism by 
Ogilby and Dapper is completely unwarranted. 

Why did Dapper and Ogilby, and maybe 
Montanus, not give credit to the original author(s)? 
That we will never know! 

ROBERTO L. MAYER 

I was interested in Oswald Dreyer-Eitnbcke's article 
on Ptolemy (IMCoS Journal No. 104, pp. 50- 55) and, 
especially, the papyrus tnap, but disappointed that, at 
the end, where articles already written on the map are 
cited, Oswald appears to be ignorant of Barbel 
Kramer's article in !1nago Mundi: Barbel Kramer, 
'The earliest known map of Spain (?) and the Geogra­
phy of Artemidorus of Ephesus on papyrus', Imago 
Mundi, The International Journal for the History of 
Cartography, 53 (200 1 ), pp. 115-120. 

CATHERINE DELANO SMITH 
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IMCoS Visit to Dublin 

In 'Dublin's fair city' over 40 tnembers gathered in March 
tempted by the opportunity to explore Irish cartographic 
history, view well known sights and experience the legend­
aty hospitality of the Irish people. 

We started at the National Library where Gerard Lyne, 
Keeper of Manusctipts, explained how the Library had 
been set up in 1877 by a UK Act of Parliament and opened 
to the public in 1890 as part of a plan to foster Irish cultural 
institutions and thus 'kill Hon1e Rule by kindness'! The 
manuscript section, added during the Second World War to 
preserve Irish literaty manuscripts, contains a large collec­
tion of estate n1anuscripts where boundary considerations 
are paramount. The Ormonde Deeds (records from the 
Dukes of Ormonde \Yhose fatnily came to Ireland in or­
n1an tin1es) cotnpensate to sotne extent for the loss of many 
tnanuscripts during the Civil War. But a large part of an­
cient historical documentation was dispersed earlier 
throughout Europe by Irish tnissionaries or Irish gentry 
who went to serve in continental armies taking their re­
cords with them, and thus n1any have found their way into 
libraries such as the Bibliotheque nationale in Paris. 

Our first cartographic speaker was Elizabeth Kirwan 
'A'ho outlined the range of National Library holdings, co\­
eting the period frotn 1200 to the beginning of the ordi­
nance survey in the 19th century. Elizabeth chose to speak 
about some of the n1ore in1po1iant itetns in the collection, 
beginning with the manusctipt map of Europe in 
'Topographia Hibemica' by Giraldus Cambrensis 
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The bronze 111ap donated to Trinity College Library by 
LeH·is and Loretta G/ucksn1an. 

Speakers at the 1\ Tationa/ Library: (top) Gerard Lyne, 
Elizabeth Kirwan, and (botton1)Joanna Finnigan. 

Botton1 right:Paul Ferguson of Trinity College Libra1y. 

( c.1200). A small version of this map is viewable via the 
Library's web site at http://www.nli.ie/new _ coll.httn This 
was followed by the earliest known n1ap produced in Ire­
land~ donated to the Library by the Duke of Devonshire in 
1962, namely a map of Mogeely, County Cork 'A topo­
graphical lineament of all such enclosed lands as are 
holden by Hentye Pyne, Esquire, fron1 the Right Honor­
able Sir Walter Raley, Knight, 1598.' 

The influence of the n1ilitary was represented by Rich­
ard Barthelet (Bartlett)' s drawing of Dungannon Castle 
and the Stone Chair at Tullaghoge, County Tyrone, ca 
1602. Bartlett was a military surveyor and yet his map 
sho'A'S no survey tools or scale as other maps do. Elizabeth 
explained that the tnap represents the conquest of the 
0 'Neill lands and includes an enlargen1ent of a stone 
chair the inaugural chair of the 0 'N eills which was de­
stroyed. The n1ap contains heavy scrolls which are unique 
to Bartlett and link three tnilitary episodes. 

The 'Down Survey' executed under the direction of 
Sir William Petty in 1657 is a group of manuscript maps 
with terriers showing lands forfeited by Irish papists. It was 



'I 

\\ I I l\I"CH\1) 

~/ 
y 
I 

' \' \ 
• 

.. 
• 

Henry Pratt's n1ap of the 'Kingdon~ of Ireland . .. divided into Provinces, Counties and Baronies '. 

a method of accounting for land which was being redistrib­
uted. We saw a parish tnap example from County 
Wexford. Details recorded on the parish maps in the survey 
included the owner of the land and his religion; the acreage 
to be forfeited: and the condition of the land and the 
amount which was not profitable 

Continuing with a surveying thetne, John Rocque 
spent some time in Ireland in a new role for him that of 
estate surveyor. He produced a large number of n1aps and 
his output was represented by 'A Survey of the House, 
Gardens, Park and Plantations of Carton (County Kildare), 
One of the Seats of the Rt. Hon. Hames~ Earl of Kildare~ 
17 60. ~ This was commissioned by the Earl soon after his 
arrival in Ireland. By this titne delicate use of colour had 
started to be used, and we saw grey representing wood or 
thatch and carmine representing slate or stone roofs. 

Turning to transport, the Library has a unique set of 
maps 'Mail Coach Routes 1805- 1816'. A survey for the 
Irish Post Office created this set of 202 maps which record 
ne\\ highv~'ays and byvvays. Part-time surveyors ~'ere used 
to create the maps together with a few professional survey­
ors such as Alexander Taylor, who introduced the 
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The e1nbroide1J' map by Laurie & Whittle, '1797. 
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theodolyte into Irish road surveying. The route from 
Waterford to Kilmacthomas surveyed by Sir Charles Coote 
in 1815 was shown. 

The mapping of Irish bogs was important in relation to 
the utilisation and reclamation ofland. The Bog Commission­
ers, chaired by General Sir Charles Valancy between 1810 
and 1813 initiated a set of maps to assist their aim of draining 
the bogs and reclaiming the land. This was illustrated by a 
'Map of Part of the Bog of Allen Situated in the Kings & 
Queens Counties ..... on Which are Laid Down the Lines of 
the Proposed Drains for the Improvement of the Bogs', pro­
duced by Richard Griffith Jr in 1811. Surveyors, including 
some from Scotland, cut their teeth on bog maps and this se­
ries comprises 47 maps which measure 2- 3 metres horizon­
tally and 800-1000 em vertically. We were to see one of 
these part of the Bog of Allen in County Kildare 
(1810)---the following morning in Trinity College. 

Following this exposition, Joanna Finnigan spoke about 
the Ordinance Survey maps of Ireland. The OS section has 
just under 50,000 OS maps, most of which were originally ac­
quired as part of two donations. The OS commenced its activ­
ities in 1824 and the first 6-inch to a mile edition was 
published in 1833, with the Dublin 5-foot maps following in 
1841. The OS also did other survey work, for example map-
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ping railways and bogs. The department has embarked on a 
digitisation programme in which the 6-inch colour editions 
from 1824 42 are complete, together with the 6-inch and the 
25-inch black and white read-only versions. Discussion re­
garding further digitisation is ongoing bearing in mind that 
preservation of digitised material has an unproven lifespan 
when compared with microfiche and paper! 

Following this talk we adjourned to the cafe for a well 
earned cup of tea and then, after a break, made our way to the 
Long Room of Trinity College for a Reception and to view the 
Special Exhibition of maps currently on display. The Long 
Room, based on the pattern of the Wren Library in Cambridge, 
contains one quarter of a million volumes of 17th and 18th cen­
tmy books, with the second storey being added and a new ceil­
ing giving the room its cathedral-like effect. Whilst we sipped 
our wine we were able to admire our surroundings and view the 
Exhibition of printed Maps of Ireland from 1700, carefully pro­
tected in exhibition cases. This public exhibition followed chro­
nologically from Ptolemy's Ireland and Great Britain, compiled 
under the direction of Martin Waldeseemiiller in 1513, and con­
tained some interesting early Italian examples from the 16th 
centmy, including the first separately printed map of Ireland in 
1528. Mercator was represented by his 1595 map of Ireland to­
gether with a Getman edition of the miniature set of the five 
provinces 'Irlandia' from the Atlas 1"vfinor of 1648 as issued by 
Jansson. Examples from other familiar cartographers were on 
display designed to give a feel for the evolution of the cartogra­
phy of Ireland. 

Not forgetting that The Long Room is a repository of 
books, we were also able to enjoy a small exhibition of the 
Books of James Ussher of Armagh, a former Primate of All 
Ireland. By the end of the day we had absorbed plenty of Irish 
history and cartography, filling many gaps in our knowledge, 
and we were ready for a continuation of Irish hospitality with 
a well earned dinner. 

On Saturday tnoming we assembled outside the Berkley 
Library in Trinity College to visit the Glucksman Library and 
see the Book of Kells. At the Library entrance we were wel­
comed by the Map Librarian, Paul Ferguson, who pointed out 
the striking large bronze wall plaque in the shape of a map 
which was commissioned and presented in 2003 by Lewis 
and Loretta Glucksman, major benefactors of the Library. 
The plaque in relief is the Petty map of Ireland in the centre 
overlaying a map of America on the left and of Ireland on the 
right, symbolising the connection between Ireland and the 
Americas. Once inside the library itself Paul took us on a tour 
of the maps he had chosen to put out on display for us, giving 
us son1e information on each one, to give us meaning and 
context. We then had the opportunity to look at them further 
at our leisure. 

There were some useful recurrent themes, relating to the 
transfer and utilisation of land Having learned of William 
Petty's Down SUIVey of 1850 we were able to look at his first 
atlas of Ireland ( 1686), based on the sUIVey, and learned that it 
was produced not only at the parish level, but also at the barony 
level and county level. Regarded as the most accurate mapping 
to date, it remained the basis of all subsequent maps until the ar­
rival of the ordinance survey, with the exception of the areas of 
Galway, Roscommon and Sligo. These were not covered since 
they were not areas of land subject to confiscation and planta­
tion with English settlers. 

Because the Down Survey did not focus on topography, 
roads and other features, Henry Pratt's map which we saw 
next is particularly important. 'A Map of the Kingdom of Ire­
land newly corrected and improved by Actual Observation 
divided into Provinces Counties and Baronies' was based on 
the maps of Thomas Phillips. The central map is surrounded 
by small plans of towns, ports and harbours (e.g. Cork). Other 
maps of interest relating to land travel were Alexander Tay­
lor's map of 1793 'A New Map of Ireland marked in miles 
and furlongs for the use of travellers' and a statistical map of 
Ireland dated 183 7 showing 'the relative quantities of Traffic 
in different Directions'. Sea travel was represented by an at­
tractive sea chart 'A New Chart of the Harbours of 
Rhines tack and Waterford'. 

On a lighter note, and mindful of the occupation of ladies 
of the period, we saw an embroidery map by Laurie and 
Whittle 'A New Map of Ireland for Ladies Needlework' 
1797. This was almost circular suitable for a needlework 
frame and with an attractive harp cartouche. 

Turning to OS maps, the Library is privileged to have a 
coloured set of first edition OS maps and we looked at the 
Dublin sheet ( 18) and a colour example of County Kil­
kenny, 1871. These maps were used for the valuation of 
property every building and every piece of land and 
the surveys were published with a list of every occupier 
and lessee. As maps were updated the OS issued 'paste 
on's' in small red covers. Like other small paper items 
these have become collectable in their own right and one 
was on display. The frrst town plan of Dublin, on a scale of 
5 feet to 1 mile, shows Trinity College at one end of town 
and Dublin Castle at the other and is annotated 'Printed and 
Ruled by a machine invented and constructed by W. 
Dalgleish. ' 

Although focusing mainly on Ireland, Paul had in­
cluded a few maps to represent the variety of other material 
in the Library's collection. Particularly striking was 'A 
Balloon View of London', 1859, by Stanford which has 
been placed on deposit with the Library. This large map, 
orientated to the south, places street names on the roofs of 
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A statistical map of Ireland (1837) showing the relative 
quantities ofTra_ffic in different directions. 

buildings and provided a talking point round the table for 
those who visit London regularly and who wanted to get 
their bearings from a different perspective! We also saw an 
1830 map of the US where the country is refetTed to as 
'Freedonia or the United States of America'. 

The second activity of the n1orning was a visit to the 
Book of Kells, one of Ireland's tnost famous attractions. 
This magnificently illuminated manuscript was produced 
about AD 800 in a monastery scriptorium. It was pre­
sented to Trinity College by Henry Jones, Bishop of 
Meath and it contains the Latin text of the four Gospels 
on 340 leaves of calf skin. It has a nutnber of exquisite 
and intricate illuminations covering whole pages, and al-
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'A Nevv Chart of the Harbours of Rhinestack and 
WateJford. 

most every page of text is accompanied by smaller 
painted decorations. The ground floor of Trinity Library 
also contains also the Books of Durrow, Armagh and 
Dimma and the visitor is directed upstairs through the 
Long Room after seeing all these ancient texts. This 
gave us a second opportunity to view the exhibition of 
maps we saw the previous evening and adtnire again the 
architecture of this famous rootn. 

Our thanks go to all who made this visit such a suc­
cess, the staff in the libraries and map rootns, and espe­
cially to our speakers, Gerard Tyne, Elizabeth Kirwan, 
Joanna Finnegan, and Paul Ferguson. 

JENNY HARVEY 

• 
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A1ost of the group, af~Jf~Jenzbled in the courtyard of Trinity College. 
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International News & Events 

2006/7 25th International Symposium 
5- 7 February 2007, Guatemala 
with optional tours 8- 11 Feb 
Symposium Organisers: lens & Erica Bornholt 
Contact: borncafe@terra.com.gt 
P.O. Box 1376, Guatemala City 

2007 26th International Symposium 
Russia: Moscow, with optional tour to 
St Petersburg. Likely date: late September 

2008 27th International Symposium 
New Zealand 

This symposium is now scheduled to take place in 
February 2008 (not our usual season of Autumn) as 
it will be held jointly with the Australian Map Circle 
(AMC) and the New Zealand Map Society (NZMS). 

2009 28th International Symposium 
Norway: Oslo and Troms0 

* * * * * 
Guatemala 2007 

The theme for the symposium is ' Geographic Ex­
pressions of the New World, an insider's look at ex­
otic cultures ' . Guatemala being one of the world's 
most attractive tourist destinations, this promises to be 
a natural and cultural feast, hosted by Francisco 
Marroquin University. 

Geographic tradition goes back to pre-Hispanic 
times in Mesoamerica: the southern part of the Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec, comprising Chiapas, Yucatan, Guate­
mala and parts of Honduras and El Salvador. Geo­
graphic concepts on stone stelae can be seen on a panel 
at the archaeological site ofDos Pilas, dated 629 AD. 

Later in the pre-Columbian era, geographic/his­
torical descriptions were painted by local scribes on 
tree bark, like the Fejervary-Mayer Codex, now in 
Liverpool. The events of the conquest by Cortes in 
Mexico and the Alvarado brothers in Guatemala in the 
early 1500's, were recorded on linen, such as the 
unique Lienzo de Quauhquechollan. 

Europe began taking notice of the Spanish discov­
eries with the publication of well-known maps like 
Munster ' s of the whole American continent of 1540, 
or Wytfliet ' s, in the first atlas solely dedicated to the 
Americas of 1597. 

Cartographic tradition continued into the 16th 
century, Phillip II decreeing that all jurisdictions 
should remit to Spain a map of their community: the 
famous Relaciones Geograficas maps. In 1770, Arch­
bishop Pedro Cortez y Larraz described all the par­
ishes, or curatos, of Guatemala on extraordinary 
water-colour maps. 

We will also learn about the history, topography 
and culture of Guatemala; about geological events 

that formed this spectacularly beautiful country of 
over 30 volcanoes, and gain insight into the native 
Maya Indian culture, its 23 living languages, exotic 
textiles and handicrafts. 

Post-symposium tours will take us to the famous 
Indian market at Chichicastenango and Lake Atitlan, 
which sent Aldous Huxley into a swoon in Beyond the 
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At the IMCoS desk, Miami Map Fair, welcoming members 
to the Guaten1ala symposiun1, are Peter Batchelor, Erica 

Bornholt, Caroline Batchelor and Jens Bornholt 
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Mexique Bay. And we will spend time in Antigua, the 
colonial capital of the Americas. 

A two day add-on tour will take us to the rain­
forest ruins of the Classic Maya city-states of Tikal 
and Yaxha. One of the world ' s foremost epigraphers 
of Maya hieroglyphics will be our guide. The experi­
ence of the post-symposiutn tours will be enhanced by 
visits to the University's own archaeological and tex­
tile museums. 

Do come. Get to know the country like an in­
sider, enjoy the company of old friends, make new 
ones and learn about the Isthmus of Central Amer­
ica which proved so challenging and mysterious to 
past explorers. 

JENS P. BORNHOLT 

June Weekend in London 
The form for the visit to the Royal Geogaphical 

Society on Friday 9 June, followed by the AGM, 
and the Annual Dinner that evening at the East In­
dia Club, went to members with the Spring Journal. 
There is no charge for the RGS, but it is essential 
that the form is completed and returned to IMCoS 
Administrative Office if you wish to join us. The 
Dinner at the EIC last year was very popular, with 
excellent food and an amazing ambience, so it is 
strongly recommended this year too. Where else do 
you walk into London ' s club land with all its past 

glory, a wide gentle staircase with to admore as you 
climb, and even a couple of maps on the walls? 
Only members can arrange a dinner there, and we 
are lucky that our General Secretary Stephen Wil­
liams has this facility. 

The AGM will be held in the RGS at the end of our 
visit there, and unless you are a member of the RGS, 
you will need to send in the form to gain entrance. 

IMCoS in Luxembourg, 6-7 October 2006 
A visit to Luxembourg has been organised for this 

Autumn. We will visit the Archives Nationales for an 
exhibition of historic documents of interest to the 
BENELUX Countries, and the Bibliotheque 
Nationale de Luxembourg for an exhibition of printed 
maps, town plans and views of Luxembourg and the 
Low Countries. There will also be a guided walk 
through the historic centre of Luxembourg. 

The registration form is enclosed with this issue of 
the journal, and should be sent to IMCoS Secretariat. 
As entry to the Bibliotheque Nationale is limited to 
25, only member and spouse may apply. Other ac­
companying persons are welcome at the other venues. 

Contact for further information: Rolph Langlais 
Am Oberen Werth 25, D - 40489 Dusseldorf 
Germany 
E-mail: Rolph.Langlais@t-online.de 
Tel.: +49 211 40 7 54 

AGENDA for the Annual General Meeting 
at the Royal Geographical Society, London, on 9 June 2006, 3.30 pm 

1. Opening of the Annual General Meeting 
2. Welcome by IMCoS President Roger Baskes 
3. Approval of minutes AGM 2005 
4. Chairman's report for 2005 
5. Treasurer's report for 2005 and Approval of the 

2005 Accounts 
6. Re-election of the President. According to Art. 

7 ii of the current Constitution; our President 
is elected for two years and may be re-elected 
for additional terms of office. It is proposed to 
re-elect our President Roger Baskes for a 
further two-year term of office. The letter of 
nomination with the required signatures has 
been received by the IMCoS General 
Secretary 
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7. Election of Executive Officers. 
The Executive Committee proposes for election: 
Rolph Langlais as International Executive 
Valerie Newby as Journal Editor 
Y asha Beresiner as W ebmaster 
Any further nominations for these positions shall be 
proposed and seconded, signed by the nominee, 
proposer and seconder, and forwarded to the General 
Secretary, to reach him at least two weeks before the 
Annual General Meeting. 

8. It is proposed that the Junior annual registration fee , 
for those under 25 years or full-time students, be 
50% of the standard fee. 

9. AOB 
10. Closure of the AGM 



Stand-holders at the London Map Fair, Olympia 2, Exhibition Centre, Lower Ground Floor, London 
W14 

Open Friday 9 June 12.00 till19.00. Saturday 10 June 11.00 till18.00 

Alexandre Antique Prints & Maps 
593 Mount Pleasant Rd. , 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4S 2M5, CANADA 
Contact: Sharram Arjomand 
Tel + 1 416 364 2376 
Fax -+ 1 416 364 8909 
E-mail gallery@alexandremaps.com 
www. alexandremaps. com 
Old antique maps 
IMCoS, ABAC, ILAB 

Altea Gallery 
35 Saint George Street 
London W1S 2FN 
United Kingdom 
Contact: Massimo De Martini 
Tel +44 20 7491 0010 
Fax +44 20 7491 0015 
E-mail info@alteagallery. com 
www.alteagallery.com 
Wide selection of all areas. Also 
atlases, globes and reference books. 

Richard B. Arkway, Inc. 
59 East 54th Street, Suite 62 
New York, NY 10022 
USA 
Contact: Richard Arkway 
Tel + 1 212 751 8135 
Fax + 1 212 832 5389 
E-mail arkway@mindspring.com 
www.arkway.com 
AABA, ILAB 

Ashley Baynton-Williams 
PO Box 27391 
London, E12 5WG 
United Kingdom 
Tel + 44 20 8989 1857 
E-mai I abwmaps@btintemet.con1 
www.baynton-williams.com 
British separate publications 

Reinhold Berg 
Wahlenstrasse, 6 
D-9304 7 Regensburg 
GERMANY 
Contact: Robert Berg 
Tel + 49 941 52229 
Fax + 49 941 52229 
E-mail rberg@bergbook.con1 
www.bcrgbook.com 
Antique maps & atlases, natural 
history., illustrated books, decorative 
prints. 
VDA, ILAB, IMCoS 

Tim Bryars Ltd 
8 Cecil Court 
London WC2N 4HE 
Tel + 44 20 7836 1901 
Fax + 44 20 7836 1910 
E-mail tim@timbryars.co.uk 
www.timbryars.co.uk 
Atlases & maps of all regions, mostly 
pre-1800, topographical & natural 
history prints, antiquarian books. 
ABA, ILAB 

Clive A. Burden Ltd 
Elmcote House 
The Green, Croxley Green 
Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 3HN 
United Kingdom 
Contact: Philip Burden 
Tel + 44 1923 778097 
Fax + 44 1923 896520 
E-mail philip@caburden.com 
Antiquarian map & print dealers 
ILAB, ABA 

Jo Ann & Richard Casten Ltd. 
4 Dodge Lane, Old Field 
New York NY 11733 
USA 
Contact: Richard Casten 
Tel + 1 516 312 11 7 6 
Fax + 1 203 315 5093 
E-mail jrcasten@castenmaps.com 
www .castenmaps.com 
Antique maps, atlases, 15th-18th 
centuries. Specialities: Important early 
maps of the world and America 
ABAA, ILAB 

Holger Christoph & Co. GmbH 
Kaiser Strasse 1a, D-53113 Bonn 
GERMANY 
Tel + 49 228 2618280 
Fax + 49 228 2618819 
E-mail info@antiquariat -christoph. com 
www.antiquariat-christoph.com 
Maps & atlases, valuable books & 
prints. 1 auction per annum. 

Cohen & Taliaferro LLC 
59 East 54th Street 
New York NY 10022 
USA 
Contact: Henry Taliaferro 
Tel + 1 212 751 8135 
Fax + 1 212 832 5389 
E-mail thgt3@aol.com 
Antique maps & atlases 

J.A.L. Franks 
7 Allington St 
London SW1E 5EB 
United Kingdom 
Contact: Graham Franks 
Tel + 44 20 7233 8433 
Fax + 44 20 7233 8655 
E-mail jalfranks@btintemet.com 
www.jalfranks.btintemet.co.uk 
A general range of maps with an 
emphasis on small early maps 

Garwood & Voigt 
55 Bayham Road 
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 3XE 
United Kingdom 
Contact: Rainer Voigt 
Tel 01732 460025 
E-mail gv@garwood-voigt.com 
www.garwood-voigt.com 
Antique tnaps & prints worldwide, 
atlases & travel. 
ABA, ILAB, PBF A, IMCOS 

Gebr Haas oHG 
Sonnenblick 8a 
D-47551 Bedburg-Hau 
GERMANY 
Tel + 49 2821 6336 
Fax + 49 2821 6739 
E-mail antiquariat.haas@t-online.de 
www. anti quariat-haas. de 
Old maps & prints, atlases, travel & 
globes 

Leen Helmink Maps & Prints 
Regentesselaan 20 
3818 HJ Amersfoort 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Tel + 31 624 861 365 
Fax + 31 334 659 296 
E-mail helmink@helmink.com 
www.helmink.com 
Fine antique maps & charts of all parts 
of the world 
ILAB, NVV A, IMCoS, lAMA 

Simon Hunter Antique Maps 
21St. John' s Road, Hove BN3 2FB 
United Kingdom 
Tel + 44 1273 746 983 
Fax + 44 1273 746 983 
E-mail simonhunter@fastnet.co.uk 
www.antiquemaps.org.uk 
Inexpensive antique maps of all parts 
of the world. 
IMCoS 

59 



Imago Mundi 
40a Museum Street 
London WClA lLU 
United Kingdotn 
Contact: Rosie Slater 
Tel + 44 20 7405 7477 
Fax + 44 20 7405 7477 
E-mail info@imagomundi.co.uk 
www.imagomundi.co.uk 
Antique maps & views of the whole 
world from 15th to the 19th Century 
ABA 

IMCoS General Secretary 
13 5 Selsey Road, Edgbaston 
Birmingham B 17 8JP 
United Kingdom 
Contact: Stephen Williams 
E-mail 
stephen_ williams 1 O@tiscali.co.uk 

• www.1mcos.org 
International Map Collectors' Society 

Intercol London 
43 Templars Crescent 
London N3 3QR 
United Kingdom 
Contact: Y asha Beresiner 
Tel + 44 20 8349 2207 
Fax + 44 20 8346 9539 
E-mail yasha@interco 1. co. uk 
www.intercol.co.uk 
World maps, playing card. 
IMCoS 

Iris Antique Globes BV 
Dorpsstraat 31 b 
Almen 7218 AB 
The Netherlands 
Contact: Paul Peters 
Tel + 31 575 439 440 
Fax + 31 575 433 973 
E-mail info@irisglobes.nl 
www.irisglobes.nl 
Globes, maps, armillary spheres, 
orreries, planetaria and similar 
instruments, 16th to early 20th century 

Lee Jackson 
Suite 53 
176 Finchley Road 
London NW3 6BT 
United Kingdom 
Tel 020 7625 2157 
Fax 020 7625 2157 
E-mail leejackson@btintemet.com 
www .leej acksonmaps. com 
A large selection of antique maps, 
atlases and prints of all areas of the 
world 
PBF A, IMCoS, lAMA 
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Libraire Le Bail- Weissert 
5, Rue Lagrange 
75005 Paris, FRANCE 
Contact: Friedrich Weissert 
Tel + 33 1 4329 7259 
Fax + 33 1 4046 8557 
E-mail le-bail-weissert@wanadoo. fr 
Maps, atlases, travel books 
SLAM, IMCoS, LILA 

Beatrice Loeb-Laroque 
20 rue de Savoie 
75006 Paris, FRANCE 
Contacts: Beatrice Loeb-Laroque & 
Pierre Joppen 
E-tnail info@loeb-larocque.com 

Fa. Loose 
Papestr. 3, 2513 A V Den Haag 
The Nether lands 
Contact: Bob Loose 
Tel + 31 70 346 0404 
Open shop Tuesday - Saturday. Maps, 
views, decorative prints, books. 
ILAB 

MapForum 
PO Box 27391 
London E12 5WG 
United Kingdom 
Contact: Ashley Baynton-Williams 
Tel 01494 562266 
Fax 020 7833 3713 
E-tnail info@mapforum.com 
Magazine for Map Collectors. 

Martayan Lao Rare Maps 
The Heron Tower 
70 East 55th Street, 6th Floor 
New York NY 10022 
USA 
Contact: Richard Lan 
Tel + 1 212 308 0018 
Fax + 1 212 308 0074 
E-mail info@martayanlan.com 
www .martayanlan.com 
Antiquarian maps and & atlases 

Miami International Map Fair 
Historical Museum of Southern 
Florida 
1 0 1 West Flagler Street 
Miami, FL 33130 
U.S. A 
Contact: Marcia Kanner 
Tel + 1 305 375 1492 
Fax + 1 305 375 1609 
E-mail 
map fair@histori cal-museum. org 
www.historical-museum.org 
Yearly map fair, held in early 
February 

Librairie Moorthamers 
240, n1e de Vaugirard 
75015 Paris 
FRANCE 
Contact: Marianne Katz-Moorthamers 
Tel + 33 1 4531 9498 
Fax + 33 1 4531 7133 
E-mail mkm@katzmoor.com 
www.katzmoor.com 
Map, atlases, old & rare books, 

• 

engravings 
SLAM-ILAB, IMCoS, MIMCC 

Nicolas 
59 Fallowcourt Ave. 
London N12 OBE 
United Kingdom 
Contact: A. Nicolas 
Tel +44 20 8445 9835 
Fax +44 20 8446 9615 
E-mail 
nicolas@nicolasbooks.demon.co.uk 
www.nicolasrarebooks.cotn 
Antiquarian maps, books, pictures, 
specialising on central & eastern 
Mediterranean, Greece, Cyprus, 
Malta, Turkey, the Levant. 
ILAB, ABA, PBF A, IMCOS 

Old Church Galleries 
98 Fulham Road 
London SW3 6HS 
United Kingdom 
Contact: Mati Harrington 
Tel + 44 20 7591 8790 
Fax + 44 20 7591 8791 
E-mail 
sales@old-church-galleries.com 
www.oldchurchgalleries.com 
Fine & rare antique maps & 
engravings from all parts of the world 
PBFA, FATG 

Old Times 
Via Cortonese, 70 
06124 Perugia, ITALY 
Contacts: Cesare & Francesco 
GiannelliFax 00 39 075 505 2018 
E-mail 
oldtimes@oldtimesrarebooks.com 
www.oldtimesrarebooks.com 
ALAI, ILAB 

Paralos Ltd 
Pindarou 5, 
10671 Athens 
GREECE 
Contacts: Panaiotis Chantziara & 
Luise Bryan 
Fax + 30 210 3609585 
E-mail paralos2@otenet,gr 
Fine antique maps, prints & books 



Olivier Pingel 
Libraire Monsieur-Le-Prince 
49, rue Monsieur-le-Prince 
75006 Paris, FRANCE 
Tel + 33 1 43263619 
Fax + 33 1 43099926 
E-mail pingel@wanadoo.fr 
SLAM, ILAB, IMCoS 

Antiquariaat Plantijn 
Meijsberg 12 
4861 BP Chaam, The Netherlands 
Contact: D. R. Duncker 
Tel 00 31 161 492 008 
Fax 00 3 1 161 4 92 7 94 
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Book Reviews 

The Marvel of Maps: Art, Cartography and Politics 
in Renaissance Italy, by Fiorani Francesca. Yale Uni­
versity Press, New Haven and London, 2005. ix + 347 
pp. ISBN 0-300-10727-7; page size 25.5 x 19.0 em; 
weight 1.44 kg; price from Amazon, £40. 

When I found a copy in the local second-hand 
book shop in November 2005 for £15, I thought ini­
tially The Marvel of Maps was yet another semi-cof­
fee-table book because the sub-title is not on the 
outside of the dust cover. After reading the book, it 
was clear the main title describes the content accu­
rately but initially, for me at least, it didn't lead to ex­
pecting the very substantial specialised and 
fascinating content. 

Many attending the 2004 IMCoS Italian Symposium 
were disappointed that the few copies of the 
Danti-Bonsignoti (1995) book illustrating the beautiful 
maps painted in tempura on the Guarclaroba Nuova cup­
board doors, Palazzo Vecchio, Florence, had been snapped 
up; they will enjoy delving into The Marvel of Maps with 
its detailed evaluation of Danti' s Florentine maps and the 
later Gallery of Maps of the Vatican Palace. 

The author's stated aim was '. . . to recapture the 
context of these map cycles through a narrative recon­
struction of the cultural nexus from which they 
etnerged.' Along the way, the two extraordinary cy­
cles of Renaissance maps are described and illustrated 
beautifully, but her primaty objective was to unravel 
the temporal context of the cycle's creation, why they 
were painted, and their significance to those who com­
missioned them. Indeed, Fiorani had explicitly set out 
to investigate ' ... the interactions between tnapping 
and other forms ofknowledge, other systems of repre­
sentation, and other symbolic realms.' She asserted: 
'The metaphorical meanings of these cartographic 
decorations were created by the interaction of the 
painted tnaps with images of history, mythology, zo­
ology, botany, and religion, and could be fully grasped 
only through the firsthand experience of the architec­
tural spaces that contained them. But those meanings 
were also defined by the broader cultural context of 
court life, by the interactions of the patron with his 
court cosmographer, the network of courtiers, the 
study of cosmography, and obviously by the celebra­
tion of the ruler's hopes of political and religious in­
fluence. To consider map cycles exclusively from the 

perspective of cartography or simply as an artistic 
genre is to miss not only the richness of the meanings 
but also the deep significance of mapping in Renais­
sance culture.' (p. 253). 

Being a complete novice when it cotnes to history 
of the court of Duke Cosima I de' Medici (1537-74) 
and the papal court of Gregory XIII Boncompagni 
(1572-85), I can't presume to evaluate in detail the 
scholarship reflected in Fiorani 's book. However, she 
appears to give exhaustive (and largely novel) synthe­
ses of the interactions of mapping with all forms of 
knowledge and representation in the Renaissance and 
Counter-Reformation in Italy. 

For the IMCoS group, Part One (Maps as Worldly 
Art) will be of particular interest as it concludes with a 
description of the Florence maps and the first Appen­
dix (10 pages) lists specifications of each map and 
their principal sources. Thirty-one (of the planned 
fifty-seven) tnaps were executed by the Dominican 
Egnazio Danti from 1563 to 1575, while the Olivetan 
Stefano Bonsignori made twenty-three maps from 
1577 to 1586. Fiorani asserted, 'The cosmic imagery 
of the Guardaroba Nuova epitomized Cosima I's per­
sonal iconography, but it was also appropriate to the 
main function of the room as a cabinet of art and curi­
osities for the most beautiful objects that he possessed 
. . . [and it represented a] cartographic theater of the 
world, it adopted the geographical order that Renais­
sance cosmography books used to organize universal 
knowledge, adjusting it to the display of an encyclope­
dic collection of artifacts.' (p. 61) and emphasised the 
boldness of this exercise since ' ... the very idea of the 
atlas was still in formation, and that the only cycles of 
maps of the world available were the stnall-scale maps 
illustrating the Renaissance editions of Ptolemy's Ge­
ography.' (p. 93). 

Part Two (Maps as Sacred Art, p.l39 et seq.) 
concerns primarily the forty colossal tnaps in the 
Gallery of Maps at the Vatican and the influence of 
Pope Gregory XIII's trait of using scientific images, 
particularly tnaps, as a vehicle to articulate the ide­
als of the post-Tridentine church. Fiorani opined 
that (i) the ordering principle of the entire iconogra­
phy of this Gregorian corridor is the geography of 
Italy, an undisputed fact acknowledged in the corri­
dor's inscription but persistently ignored in modern 
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interpretations, and (ii) while numerous theolo­
gians helped Danti in the realisation of the Gallery 
of Maps, the idea of a long three-dimensional gal­
lery (tnimicking the Italian peninsula divided by the 
Apennine spine) with thirty-six regional 
chorographical maps of Italy on the side walls , 
could only have come frotn an imaginative 
map-maker trained in the visual arts. Apparently, 
the Pope ' s son ' s written notes confirm that Danti 
designed and planned these maps and the general 
maps of Italy (at the beginning of the corridors). 

Francesca Fiorani is an Assistant Professor of 
Art History at the University of Virginia, USA. The 
volume reflects research begun in the early 1990's 
(parts of which were published in specialist litera­
ture from 1996 onwards) and provides a synthesis 
of widely scattered source materials (much 
non-English language). Being a scholarly work in 
art history, it is certainly not a quick easy read, at 
least to this reviewer a mere scientist. Indeed, I 

had to make frequent reference to a dictionary, par­
ticularly for earlier chapters. However, the depth of 
the perspective about the motivation for construct­
ing and embellishing the two map rootns and the 
sources and skills represented by the individual 
maps is fascinating. The analyses point up the ex­
traordinary skill of Danti's work. One learns that 
'Cosimo I and Gregory XIII must have decided 
which maps to represent in their respective map 
rooms, but it was their cosmographer, the Domican 
Egnazio Danti (1536- 86) , who conceived these 
maps cycles as pioneering cartographic enterprises , 
having no parallel either in print or in paint. ' Fol­
lowing long-standing tradition that cosmography 
was regarded as a princely pursuit, in 1571 Cosimo 
I appointed Egnazio Danti 'Cosmographer of the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany'. Danti was appointed pa­
pal cartographer in 1580. 

This beautifully produced book was printed in 
China on high-quality paper. It is profusely illustrated 

'" . ~ 

.l\ ~~00\-b ,j(t J 

I .1_ 
... "1' ...... 

65 



66 

r - ~ - --~ --~ 

i 
I 
! 

OLD CHURCH GALLERIES 
Mati H.arrington & Nicky Ransom 

FINE & RARE ANTIQUE MAPS, CHARTS, PLANS & 
ENGRAVINGS OF ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 

A very large stock, including Natural History, Botanicat Sporting, 
Architecturat Decorative and Topographic prints 

98 FULHAM ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON SW3 6HS 
TEL: 020 7591 8790 FAX: 020 7591 8791 

E1nail: sales@oldchurcl1galleries.con1 
Website: www.oldchurchgalleries.co1n 

Auctioneers of Rare Books, Prints & Maps 

Auction sales in April and October. 
Special auctions on geography, travel 
books and maps of all parts of the world 

Richly illustrated catalogue with detailed 
bibliographical descriptions (partly english) 
available on request and also on our website 

Adelheidstrasse 2 
D-6.1462 Konigstein 
30 min. from Frankfurt/Main airpo,rt 

FINE 'ART 

Phone;. + 49 61 74 92 72 0 • Fax:+ 49 -6174 927249 • www.reiss-sohn.de • reiss@reiss-sohn.de 



with high-quality facsimiles and photographs of rele­
vant materials and buildings; many maps are in colour 
as whole-page illustrations (others are black and 
white). There are few typographical errors, although 
on page 55 an eleven-line paragraph is repeated verba­
tim, with consequent errors in Figure numbers for the 
remainder of the Chapter 3. The three appendices, ex­
tensive notes, index, extensive bibliography, and 
photo-credits occupy 92 pages. It is not easy to find 
specific points in the text from the index. 

Besides providing an elegant record of what the 
IMCoS group was privileged to see in the Guardaroba 
Nuova, Florence, this volume gave me a wholly new 
perspective on sixteenth century maps and mapping. 

REFERENCE 
Danti-Bonsignori, 1995, Le tavole geograjiche della 

Guardaroba Medicea di Palazzo Vecchio in Firenze, ed. 
G. Levi-Donati, Perugia. 

E. H. T. WHITTEN 

MAPPING THE WORLD, an Illustrated History of 
Cartography, by Ralph Ehrenberg. ISBN 
0-7922-6525-4. Published by The National Geo­
graphic Society, 11455 17th Street, NW, Washington, 
D.C. , 20036-4688. The Society' s web site is at 
www.nationalgeographic. com. Price $40 ($55 in 
Canada). Further information can be obtained by call­
ing 1-800-NGS LINE (647-5463). 

Ralph H. Ehrenberg was formerly chief of the Ge­
ography and Map Division of the Library of Congress. 
This book is a fine production. It has a foreword by 
Allen Carroll, chief cartographer of the National Geo­
graphical Society, which sums up the intention and 
achievetnent of the author. As he says, 'Every page 
presents colourful and intricate webs of line and pat­
tern that are endlessly pleasing to the eye. Yet a dis­
tinctly different (and perhaps deeper) pleasure can be 
had by thoroughly considering the historical context, 
the cartographic principles, the geography, the poli­
tics, and the complex human aspirations behind each 
map ' . I think he is right. 

This is a tall, slim volume, with good quality paper, so 
the copious illustrations (over a hundred) are handsome and 
large, frequently double paged and well coloured. The text is 
divided into six sections. The first traces the emergence of 
mapping traditions, with an illustration, for instance, of the 
earliest map known and preserved, a Babylonian world map 

inscribed on a clay tablet, now in the British Museum. The 
second charts the age of discovery and exploration, including 
the earliest maps of America, but also containing a number of 
amazing maps, wood cuts largely, from the 15th and early 
16th centuries, which many of us will not have seen before, 
taking in all parts of the then known world. 

Section three explores maps for royalty, nobility, 
clergy and merchant princes. These privileged persons 
ranged round the world, including the Orient Japan, 
Korea and China, for instance. There are the great map 
makers well represented, of course, Ortelius, Joan Blaeu, 
Braun and Hogen berg for instance in this section, but the 
understandable American bias gives us an A4 sized pair 
of Hogenberg's beautiful 1572 engravings of Mexico 
City and Cusco, not accessible to most of us. 

Section four addresses national surveys and thematic 
cartography, including the important charting of James Cook 
and many other exciting investigations, using the enormous 
advances in technology from the end of the 18th centuty, 
though the first national map ofFrance, the Carte de Cassini, 
described well in this chapter, sprang from triangulation 
studies which long preceded the work of Colonel Mudge and 
his team in preparing the ordnance survey maps of the first 
years in the 19th centuty in Britain. 

Section five is entitled 'Maps for Everyone'. The 
story is taken into the 20th century, with the huge need 
for car, cycling and walking maps. Air travel and two 
world wars obviously required maps on a global scale, 
which also detnanded pinpoint accuracy. This section 
shows D Day Normandy beaches, an astonishing dam­
age assessment map of Pearl Harbour showing which 
USA ships had been hit in the 'Tora, Tora Tora' air at­
tack on 7 Decetnber, 1941, and much, much more. 

The sixth chapter is an update of where satellite, 
imaging, digital mapping and virtual reality have 
brought us. Mapping from satellite, three dimensional 
images, light detection and ranging (LIDAR) and 
other new techniques each have a short description 
and a glittering illustration to match. There is also an 
excellent bibliography, index, explanation of abbrevi­
ations and a well deserved acknowledgement of asso­
ciates and sources for this astonishing volume. This 
work combines an account of mapping from the very 
beginning to (so far) the ultimate in cartography, with 
an economical rendition of highly readable prose and 
a profusion of wonderful illustrations. The latter com­
bine little known or new maps (for most of us this side 
of the lake) from renowned cartographic heroes, with 
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little known or new pictures from what must be an un­
rivalled library of map material, allowed only to the 
elite in geographic circles! This is not only a review of 
an acadetnic work, but a call to all who can to purchase 
or steal this book. I wrote of economy in the previous 
paragraph, in describing the prose style. The whole 
book has managed to squeeze a laudable history of 
map making through the ages into 250 pages or so, 
half of which pages, more or less, are adorned with 
coloured illustrations, which 1 can't take my eyes off! 

GEOFFREY TAPPER 

A Survey of Palestine under the British Mandate, 
1920-1948, by Dov Gavish. Routledge Curzon- Tay­
lor & Francis Group, 2005. xviii + 337 pages. Large 
nutnber of b&w text photographs, plus diagrams and 
map reproductions. ISBN 0-714-65651-8. Price not 
stated. 

Early n1aps and views of the Holy Land (also called Pal­
estine or the Land of The Bible), have always been central to 
Christian believers. The few ancient maps exist primarily in 
Europe. The earliest extant one is a large but incomplete tno­
saic, forming the floor of a 6th centuty church in the Jorda­
nian small town ofMadaba. It contains a large scale map of 
Jerusalem and the surrounding area. 

Only one or two stylised tnanuscript maps exist frotn 
prior to Crusader titnes. A number of Crusader maps are ex­
tant, held within a small nmnber of tnajor libraries. These too 
tend to be stylised, generally with a central map/view of Jetu­
saletn, with, in some cases, a n1ap incorporating the sur­
rounding countryside. A few contemporacy pilgrims' 
itinerary tnaps also exist, invariably showing the route frotn 
the ports of either Acre or Haifa to the Holy City of Jerusa­
letn. 

Before general education and literacy became wide­
spread, the great majority of believers were illiterate. They 
were best able to relate to the Bible stories they knew with the 
visual aids of maps and views of Palestine, as well as paint­
ings of biblical locations and episodes. In Christian Europe, 
reading tended to be restricted to the ruling, priests and pro­
fessional classes, hence maps in manuscripts and books were 
strongly biased towards Palestine. 

With the advent of printing in Europe just after the tnid 
1400s, an explosion of availability of relatively low cost 
printed books (as cotnpared to manuscripts) took place, thus 
ensuring wide distribution at a time of the general spread of 
literacy. A high proportion of both manuscript and early 
printed books contained maps of Palestine. Manuscript 

books included hand drawn maps; blocks for printed maps 
were initially woodcut, rapidly overtaken by engraved cop­
per plates in the early 1500s. The strong bias towards Holy 
Land maps continued until the early 19th centuty. 

All of these n1aps were produced without being based 
on any form of survey, and in most cases were wildly inac­
curate. True, the spatial relationship between coastal towns 
was reasonably accurate (as sailors needed accurate coastal 
maps) but the representation of the interior of Palestine was 
largely based upon close readings of the Bible and/or 
Josephus Flavius, other ancient commentators, many with 
slavish copying of other cartographers' maps and use of 
travellers descriptions. 

In the Preface to his fascinating book by A survey of 
Palestine under the Bn"tish Mandate, 1920-1948, Dr Dov 
Gavish makes the very important point that must apply to 
all surveyed maps: ' The recognition of the map's status 
makes it a historical, geographical, and legal document inti­
mately connected with the country's history.' He relates 
that the French tnap of Egypt and Palestine, prepared by 
Jacotin in 1799 (during Napoleon "s Egyptian's campaign) 
was the first large-scale map to be based on original sur­
veys. Captain Charles Wilson of the (British) Royal Engi­
neers was in charge of the Survey of Jerusalem large scale 
maps (to plan water and drainage systems for the City). 
Also, on behalf of the Palestine Exploration Fund, an accu­
rate, detailed survey was undertaken under the leadership 
of Claude Regnier Conder resulting in The Survey of Pal­
estine - 1 inch to 1 mile scale, 26 sheet map of the entire 
country (excluding the Negev desert south of Beersheba). 
This survey was commissioned on behalf of, and published 
by the PEF in 1877. The intention of the PEF was, inter 
alia, that to the extent possible, the maps identify places re­
ferred to in the Old and New Testaments. During the First 
World War, this PEF map was of itrunense value to and 
was repeatedly updated for the British Anny. These later 
editions were re-issued by the Survey of Egypt. 

Gavish relates that a number of other land surveys 
were also carried out for a variety of purposes in the latter 
part of the 19th and early part of the 20th centuries, includ­
ing those in connection with the Hejaz railway lines, and 
others including those by the Ottoman Etnpire and the Ger­
mans. In 1918 after the conquest of north Palestine and 
S)'lia and the breaking up of the Ottoman Empire, General 
Allenby established a military government in Palestine, 
complying with the' The Laws and Usages of War' (laid 
down in the Hague). Ensuring a stnooth takeover from the 
Turkish administration included taking over their land reg-
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istry and tax collection. Both urgently required the immedi­
ate availability of up to date maps, as did all types of 
governmental and civilian organisations. 

This military adn:llnistration was succeeded by the Brit­
ish Mandate, awarded by the League ofNations in 1920 to 
adn:llnister the territory of Palestine. But in some areas, it was 
only in 1923 that some Mandate bolUldaries were finalised. 
To fulfil their adn:llnistration, (initially for the Military Gov­
ernment and later the Mandate authority) they required a 
large number of detailed maps for a variety of purposes. Inter 
alia, these included in particular cadastral maps for assess­
ment of taxes, as well as detailed plans to accurately record 
the land ownership Turkish Tabu which was totally inade­
quate as regards to bolUldaries actual and claimed, relation­
ship of boundaries of adjacent holdings to each other and, in 
particular, dealing with ' traditional' village bolUldaries. 

During the transitional period and before new maps 
could be surveyed and prepared, great use was made of the 
19th century PEF ' one inch' maps. British military intelli­
gence made much use of the Palestine Office of the Zionist 
Organisation maps and plans of towns, settlements and 
proposed railways. From 1925, the lineal unit used for 
measurement was the metre. The basis of the survey was 
the initial division of the country into 23 major triangles, 
eventually extended to 100 sites. Gavish points out that sur­
veyors from the well established Survey of Egypt were 
brought in to comment on and check the Palestine survey­
ors' work. Their Director, F.S. Richards, reported that they 
' are of such a high order of exactitude to suffice for all the 
purpose of the cadastral survey and the registration of prop­
erty rights'. In 1938, reporting to the Royal 'Peel' Commis­
sion, Colonel F.J. Salmon (the then Director of the Survey 
Dept), praised the quality of the geodetic work. 

All of the survey work, cadastral, geodetic and 
geographical, that was undertaken over the period 
1918 to 1928, provided for a variety of Mandate gov­
ernment needs, most of which operated separately 
from each other, sometimes with contradictory re­
quirements, frequently not appreciating the problems 
of surveying. The need of the Land Registry Depart­
ment for highly accurate large scale maps on which to 
record the legal ownership of all land (including gov­
ernment owned land) presented a major problem. Sur­
veyors themselves had to meet and agree with 
conflicting claimants the precise borders of their land 
prior to recording it on maps. Under the Turks this had 
been chaotic, with adjacent claimed boundaries fre­
quently overlapping, as well as being incorrect. 

The decision was made in 1928 to make the basic scale 
of geodetic Palestine maps 1: 10,000, this scale being re­
duced or enlarged by multiplying or dividing by successive 
figures of 2 to provide the maximum scale of 1 :625, mini­
mum 1: 100,000. Apart from the military and subsequently 
Mandate differing forms of governance, the system had to 
be organised, without compromising the geodetic and 
cartographical considerations. Over the periods of the sur­
vey, the land settlement systems of the country were pri­
marily surveyed between 1920 and 1927. The surveying 
for the cadastral maps was almost a separate -though 
linked exercise, with topocadastral maps including the 
landscape features essential for the linkage and orientation 
of property block boundaries. 

The survey of the land and settlements between 
1928 and 1948 (the latter being the year in which the 
Mandate ended) was necessary for administrative rea­
sons, but took place during a period of local, quite apart 
from world, political changes. Initiating in the turmoil 
arising from the break-up of the Ottoman Empire and the 
First World War, mapping continued as the clouds of 
major conflict were gathering. Non-co-operation from 
Arab villagers also rose during this period that of the 
rise of Arab nationalism. Understandably villagers could 
not see how the survey could be of value to them, except 
for the imposition of higher taxes. The Second World 
War ensued, followed by the end of the British Mandate, 
the establishment of the State of Israel and the cessation 
of the Survey of Palestine, all in 1948. 

Dr Dov Gavish of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
is to be congratulated for his masterly control of the fasci­
nating subject of his book. The research undertaken has 
been based on extensive, and quoted, source material. Vir­
tually all of his statements are supported by over 30 pages 
of indexed Notes and Appendices which relate to Survey 
Ordinances of Palestine to High Commissioners and Per­
sonalities. It is a tribute to Dr Gavish that he has so success­
fully incorporated and intertwined the many threads 
relating to the survey, personalities involved and the effect 
of changing national and international politics. The result is 
an extremely fascinating, readable and learned account of 
the Survey of Palestine. 

RICHARD A DOMB 

If you would.like to arrange reviews for the IMCoS 
Journal, please contact Valerie Newby. 
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International Representatives 

America, Central: Jens P. Bornholt, 4a Avenida 13-11, Zona 10, 
Guatemala C.A. (for mailing address, see Membership List) 

America, South: Dr Lorenzo Gilller Frers, Peru 285, 1641 Acassuso, Argentina 

Australia: Prof. Robert Clancy, P.O. Box 891, Newcastle, NSW 2300 

Austria: Dr Stefaan J. Missinne, Unt. Weissgerberstr. 5-4, 1030 Vienna 

Belgium: Phillippe Swolfs, Nieuwe Steenweg 31, Elversele, 9140 

Canada: Edward H. Dahl, 1292 Montee Paiement, Gatineau, Quebec J8R 3K5 

China: S.C. Tam, 16/F Wayson Commercial House, 70 Lockhard Rd, Wanchai, 
Hong Kong 

Croatia: Dubravka Mlinaric, Institute for Migration and Ethnic Studies, Trg 
Stjepana Radica 3, 10 000 Zagreb 

Cyprus: Michael Efrem, P.O. Box 22267, CY-1519 Nicosia 

Finland: Jan Strang, Jatasalmentie 1, FIN-00830 Helsinki 

France: Andrew Cookson, 4 Villa Gallieni, 93250 Villemomble 

Germany: Dr Rolph Langlais, Am Oberen Werth 25, D-40489 Dusseldorf 

Greece: Themis Strongilos, 19 Rigillis Sreeet, GR -106 7 4 Athens 

Hungary: Dr Zsolt Torok, Department of Geography, Eotvos Univ. Ludovika 2, 
Budapest 

Iceland:Jokull Saevarsson, National & University Library of Iceland, 
Arngritnsgata 3, IS-1 07 Reykjavik, Reykjavik 101 

Indonesia: Geoff Edwards PO Box 1390/JKS, Jakarta 12013 

Israel: Eva Wajntraub, 4 Brenner Street, Jerusalem 

Italy: Marcus Perini, Via A. Sciesa 11, 37122 Verona 

Japan: Kazumasa Yamashita, 10-7-2-chome, Sendagaya, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 

Lithuania: Alma Brazieuniene, Universiteto 3, 2633 Vilnius 

Mexico: Martine Chomel de Coelho, A.P. 40-230, Mexico 06140 DF 

Netherlands: Hans Kok, Poelwaai 15, 2162 HA Lisse 

New Zealand: Neil McKinnon, PO Box 847, Timaru 

Norway: Pa1 Sagen, Josefinesgt 3B, PO Box 3893 Ulleva1 stadion, N-0805 Oslo 

Philippines: Rudolf Lietz, POB 2348 MCPO, 1263 Makati, Metro Manila 

Romania: Mariuca Radu, Muzeul de Istoria Brasov, Str. Nicolae Balcescu Nr. 67, 
2200 Brasov 

Russia: Andrey Kusakin, Appt. 124, Kolpatchny per. 6, 101000 Moscow 

Singapore & Malaysia: Julie Yeo, 3 Pemimpin Drive #04-05, 
Lip Hing Industrial Bldg, Singapore 1024 

South Africa: Elizabeth Bisschop, P.O Box 26156, Hout Bay, 7872 

Spain: Jaime Armero, Frame SL, General Pardiiias 69, Madrid 6 
•• 

Sweden:Leif Akesson, Vegagatan 11, S-392 33 Kalmar 

Thailand: Dr Dawn Rooney, Nana PO Box 1238, Bangkok 10112 

Turkey: Ali Turan, Dumluca Sok #9, Beysukent, 06530 Ankara 

USA, Central: Kenneth Nebenzahl, PO Box 370, Glencoe, 11160022 

USA, East: Robert A. Highbarger, 7509 Hackamore Drive, Potomac, MD 20854 

USA, West: Bill Warren, 1109 Linda Glen Drive, Pasadena, CA 91105 
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The Heron Tower 
70 East 55th Street, 6th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 

View rece11.t acquisitions at 
Ollr web site: 

www. martayanlan. com 

Complimentary Catalogue 
To IMCoS Members 

Gallery Hours: 
Mon,fri: 9:30-5:30 
and by appointment 
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