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rapher so importantz Why was chat map cven made?
Was 1t true that cartographers invented names to hll
up cmpty places on maps? As I read more and attended
more map conterences such as the IMCoS meetings. 1
learned, it not answers to all my questions, at least some
questions to ask.

Then there was the affair of the Ortehus Tarrarac
sive Magni- Chami Regni. 1 was at 2 Sotheby's auction n
fondon and not doing well. Evervehing I bid on prompthy
went into the stratosphere. Towards the end of the sale
I became stubborm and decided to bid in order to get
sonicthing. So 1 bid and [ bid and [ wound up with
the Ortchus, When Twent down to pav. 1 realized 1
had had a tull-blown case ot auction tever. [ paid about
S1.200. At that time, the going rate was around S850.
This was o dilemma. What was T going to do with
the map? My chorees were to take it home and over-
price it, or take a financial loss. The more 1 looked at
it, the more [ Hked it so T kept it It has become one of
ny favourite maps.

There were some nspiring papers such as Brian
Harley™s wondertul lecture on the importance of know-
g that what 1s not on a map can be as important as
what v there, Brian was one of the most mtelligent
and exciting people I ever met. His enthusiasm fizzed
and sparkled as he deseribed the theory behind maps.
Journeys are maps, chess games are maps; he unified the
ficld. In fact, he moved the dusty old world of debarte
about which state of a map was published when, and
where cartographers were living when they produced
maps, to the underlying theme. His carly death brought
sorrow to many, many people.

Robert Fuson was another inspiring speaker. His
explanation of why the New World was called that
mstead of the New Continents made me reflect on the
state of European geographic knowledge in the late
fittcenth and carly sixteenth centuries. I chen discovered
the U.S.—centered group with the wondertul name of
The Society for the History of Discoveries. 1 joined and
found chey reter to it as the SHI. Not as romantic, but
thev're a great bunch.

As T gained a bit of confidence in selling maps,
I bought a few more expensive ones (some cost as
much as 900N, but mostly [ staved at the low end. Not
many moneved collectors came to Sitka on Baranot
[sland in che North Pacitic Ocean (where T was hiving
at the tme).

There 15 a0 disanet ditference between  map
collectors. Although 1t's changing somewhat, most
Americans know old maps only from museum visits. So
they tend to be suspicious. How do I know the map is
as old as the date on itz Is this really hand-made paper?
How do vou tell a modern reprinez One man asked
kindlv, after T spent some tume explamimg a Blaeu map
of Tartariac. "o vou ever sell any ot these?™

The Britsh and Europeans, to my jov. simply look
at a map and decide 1t they want 1t People do collect

maps for ditferent reasons. All summer 1 sell old maps

to people who want a souvenir ot their visit to Alaska.
Omne map of around 1870 — they get it framed, hang it
on the wall, and thev're perteetly happy.

The real collector. no matter the home country, is
very ditferent. He/she tends to obsesss when someone
draws in his breath and savs. “That's the most beautitul
thing I've ever seen™ Now  there’s a potential collector.
One of the great jovs is tending this fragile hrde planc
and hoping it will blossom mto at least a gerantum. 1f
not an orchid. What to do when the new nuap lover
cannot hope to be more than a buttercup? Plant the
seed for the future. A voung man recenty fell i love
with a small 16th century map of the Nile Raver. 1
gave him permission to photograph it so he can have
sontething to enjoy,

The experienced collector may not express such
joyv. but asks knowledgeable  questions. They are
also apt to be vague when desenbing their collection.
[ have learned to ask which of the maps they own 1s
their tavourite.

I love to collect stories about how people became
mterested in old maps. A lawyer told me that when
he rented his first office, several framed maps hung
on the walls. He bought them as decoranons. At first
business was very slow, so he had plenty of dme to
really ook at the maps. By the nme business had
picked up. he was hooked.

It docsn’t really matter how you came to love
naps. I'm preaching to the choir. When IMCoS miet in
Tokyo a few years ago. I was told that map collecting is
not a popular Japanese pastime. One collector did bring
his collection for us to enjoy; all lad out on the floor
of a gym in proper Japanese style. [t was clear that his
friends, and likely even his family, bad thought for years
he had a strange hobby. No one present would ever
torget the joy on his face as our group walked around
the maps and asked him questions. That's what map

collecting 1s really all about.

Dee has been a member of IMCoS for many
years and is well known for her map and book
shop now located in Juneau, Alaska. Cruise
ships to the Arctic stop at Juneau and some
members of the Society have disembarked to
visit her shop.

It is probably true to say that she has the only
map business in that part of the world. She
visits The British Librayy every year to carry
out vesearch for her book The Exploration of
Alaska due to be published shortly.
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A CURIOUS CAT

from General Maps of Persial

by Cyrus Alali

cverend Charles Harvey Saleman, an

Enghsh missionary in Persia. included

this curtosity map of Persia in his book

The Subjects of the Shali?, showing the
country as a Persian cat, Iving on a cushion. He
started the firse chapeer of his book, stating: “Of
course Perstan Kittens come from Persia. But have
vou ever noticed that Persia iwself on the map 1s
like a cat on a cushion? It has it back towards
Atghanistan and  India, and its head towards
Roussia. The cushion keeps it from getting its feet
wet i the Persian Gulf?

On the next page ot his entertaining and amusing
book (vear 1902), ¢he author writes: "How can we
get to Persta? We can eicher climb up what I have
called the cat’s cushion from the Persian Gulf, or
we can jump upon the cat’s back from the Caspian
Sea.” Deseribing the climate of Persia, he notes
that Cyrus [the Gread] s reported to have said to
Xonophon: “People perish with cold ar one point,
while they are sutfocated wich heat ac another.”

Stileman, a member of the Church Missionary

Society of London travelled Persia for religious
purposes. visiting the Sociery's headquarters at
Julta. Hence, this small Christian (Armenian) town,
a suburb of Istahan. appears on his small map.

At present. many Perstans (Iranians) believe
that the outhne of therr country looks like a cat,
and this 1dea 1s cven retlected 1n some of the
contemporary Persian literature and poetry. As the
present shape of Persia emerged during the later
decades of the nincteenth century. the above map
of 1902 must have been the source of that idea.

Notes:

1. Sce EC 415 and PL 199, General Maps of Persia by Cyrus
AliL published by Brill Academic Publishers, Leiden, 2005,
2. The Subjecis of the Shah. by Rev. Charles Harvey Saleman
{preface by H.CL.G. Moule DD, Bishop of Durham),
published by the Church Missionary Society, London, 1902,
map on page 3 in black & white. Copy of the BL, origi-

nal 1902 ediion: 4767.DF . 14; copy of the RGS, 1912 ed.:
Library 341.
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been asked: “ro chart the sea-coust and 1o observe the
sitation: of the towns and the deptl and conrse of the
sivers... " 1 but he did not explore anvthing like as
widely as this map suggests. In fact, his explorations
were mainly confined to the St Johns Raver and
some of the surrounding waterwavs and villages. In
addition to his own surveys, he would have been
famliar with che ploneering work of Jean Ribaut
whoo two vears carlier, had charted the coastal
“eglons from Cape Canaveral to Pore Roval. now
south Carolina, in an attempt to find a suitable
place to build a French tort. So where did che rest
of the data shown on this map come from and why
Although these
questions do not have conclusive answers, the scarch

was the geography so distorted?

leads one into a labvrinthine world of political and
religious inerigue that throws light on the cryptic
history of that whole region.

The Huguenot colonists, under Laudonniere’s
command, reached Florida in June 1564, ostensibly
to escape Catholie persecution in France. But their
attempt to gain a foothold in the New World was
probably just as much inspired by gold plundered
from the Empires of Mexico and Peru, that were
being shipped back to Spain. Such vast tortunes had
rapidly turned Philip ITs failing kingdom into the
most powertul monarchy in all Europe. Naturally
the Spamish were fiereely protective of their claims
to territory discovered m the New World, so the
location of the French settlement at Fort Caroline,
a few mules up-stream from the St Johns estuary,
was carctully chosen to avold Spanish cyes. While
on location there, Ie Moyne visited many of the
surrounding villages and became the first European
artist to produce mmportant cthnographic studics
of the Timucuan Indians and their ways of living.
Alas. though, by September of the following
vear, the Spanish had discovered the location of
the French fort and massacred most of the colo-
nists. - Without any of his drawings and notes, l¢
Movne was one of the few people who escaped
the bloodshed by wading all night through swamp
and boarding a French ship. moored  offshore.
By a crcultous route he returned to France and
commitred to paper whatever he could remember
ot his observadons.

Thereatter, for more than tweney vears, noth-
mg is known of his whercabouts, until a reference
to him appeared m the Epistle to one of Richard
Hakluvt's works.? It reads: things of chicfest
importance are lively draven in conlowrs at your no
smale charge by the skilfidl paineer, James Moroties
[Jacques le Moynef, yer living in the Blacke-fryers in
London. . which was an cye-witnesse of the goodnes
& Jerdititie of those regions, & hatlr pur downe in writ-
ing many singulariries whicl are not mentioned in this
rreatise: which e nieanetl to publish together with the
purtrainures before ir be long. .

It was probably the St. Bartholomew's Day
massacre of 1572 thar torced Ie Movne to escape
religious persecution again and cross the Channel
to England. where he eventually setded o the
Parish of St Anne’s i Blackfriars, London. The
reference clearly indicated Ie Movne's intention
to publish an account of his own observations 1n
Florida. The date was 1587,

To help in transeribing his tllustradons on to
copper tor the purpose of printing. he struck up a
goodly triendship with another religious refugee,
Theodore de Bry. Working on the copperplates
for Sir Philip Sidneyv’s funcral procession, he was
one of tew people m London skilled i the new
art of the gravure. As fate would have it, Ie Movne
died the following vear and all his drawings and
notes were bought trom his widow by de Bry.?

Without any previous knowledge of publishing.
de Bry sought help from Richard Hakluyet, who
was compiling his own magnon opus on vovages
and oavels, and knew evervone connected with
the subjece. Hakluyt had long been an advocate
for promoting Protestantism in America® and was
mmmeediately struck by the propaganda potential of
the Florida project. In the hope of making a good
idea even beteer, he told de Bry he would endeav-
our to sccure for him the material for a sinular
work about Virgima, 1t he agreed to publish that
first. There was an obvious parallel between the
two regions. John White, an artist, had been to
Virginia and had recently brought back wich hin
watercolours of the Indians, comparable to chose
of le Moyne.® Morcover, the brlliant young
mathematician Thomas Hariot, who had surveyed
those parts with White, was about to publish his
own account of Virginia.”

Such opportunities are rare m a litetime; how
could de Bry refuse the offer?  So, sure enough,
the Virginia volume was the fisst to appear n
print two vears later.® Ir contained Hariot's text
and his map, along with 4 number of White's
lustrations.

As cnormous  populariey
throughout Europe. it appeared m German, Latin,
French and English and was retssued six tdmes in

evidence  of its

the first vear alone. The Florida volume was to
follow but turned out to be more problematic.
Along with the text and drawings, le Movne had
left only a small sketeh map of northern Florida for
de Bry to puzzle over. Wichout any knowledge of
the geography of that region and no known survi-
vors of the colony Teft to help hnm, what could de
Brv do to produce something comparable o the
Virginia map? Writng later in 1598, he referred
tO "L seavt mappe «)f those s nade in Mexico

for the King of Spaine...” which had been in the

possession of Sir Walter Ralegh.” The guardian of
Ralegh's collection was none other than Thomas
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Chairmans Report

he 2006 Annual  General Meeting
was held ar the Roval Geographical
Society. London, on Fnday June 9
Roger Baskes, President,  welcomed
those present and said that the Socicty was becom-
mg increasingly internatonal  with  owo
non-English othicers: Hans Kok, our new chair-
man who lives in The Netherlands, and Rolph

11CW

Langlus, our new International Representative and
Advertising Manager for the [IMCoS Joumal, who
lives in Gernmany.,

“However, we are happy to be London based™
Roger Baskes explained. “We like it here and our
programmes will reflect the 26 years of history
which the society has in Britain while at the same
time expanding our internacional scope.”

The Chairman, Hans Kok, then read his report
tor the pase vear 2005-20006,

“The vear 2005 has been an eventful one for
our Society. During the first six months ot the
vear, our official Chairman was Jenny Harvey,
who 1 teel has never been properly thanked for
her seven vears of ofhice. Our acting chairman was
Susan Gole untl the AGM in June when 1 was
elected to take over,

It was not always easy on the Exccutive
Commiteee to establish the course to follow. but it
can be said now in hindsight that IMCoS 1s back
on track and pursuing its objectives as stated m our
Constitution. We have been able to Al the vacant
seats on the Executve Committee with competent
volunteers and as such the Society 15 operating
normally again.

Also, we have had the last of our collec-
tors’ cvenings with Rodney Shirley i the chair.
We were lucky to have hun. The more so as he
had actually wanted to stop last year. We have
meanwhile found Francis Herbert of the Roval
Geographical Society who is willing to take over
from Rodney. This means contnuation of this
popular event held in February each year.

A sub-committee has been tormed to look at
the Constitution, which was perceived to be in
need of change, and 1ts resules will be forthcoming
m the near future. We have a General Secretary
again and we have ensured continued production
of the IMCoS Journal and continuation of the
Internatonal Symiposia, both cornerstones of the
Society’s benefits to 1ts members at large.

The financial sicunation of IMCoS is sound,

albeit that in the coming vear our expenses may
be higher than our steady-state income and we
will need to look at ways to merease the income
or reduce our expenditure. Luckily, the preceding
Exccunve Committees have ensured thae a healthy
nest ege 1s avatlable to weather any storms we nught
get nto and this provides us with tnie to think up
strategies to balance income and expense.

The membership hasy declined in number
somewhat, mamly due to non-renewals and we
will be Tooking into wavs to redress this.

In 2005-2006 our local UK acuvitdes have
continued as usual with the map evening and
regional visits: 1n both cases without being a drain
on the Society’s funds. IMCoS has again been a
sponsor of the Warburg Lectures: our International
activities centred on the Symposium m Denver,
USA. it being a great success tfor which we have to
thank the local organisers and our IMCoS repre-
sentative out there. The Internaconal Symposium
for 2006 looks to become a 2007 operation. This
1s duc to generally inclemiene weather in Guatemala
during the standard pertod when we usnally hold
our Symposia.

Ladies and gentlemen. 1c has been a pleasure
tor us to be on the Exccutive Committee and
work on ways to turther the interests of the history
of cartography in general and those of our map-
loving members in particular.

Herewith 1 hike
Chairman’s report. Thank vou™.

Hans Kok

would to conclude the

A ‘thank you’ to Susan Gole

Susan Gole, who has worked arelessly for the
Society over nuany vears. has just resigned  as
Journal Editor and International Chainman. At
the AGM she was thanked by Hans Kok for the
62 journals she had produced which amounted
to 15 kilogrammes worth of paper! He then
presented her with a book in appreciation of her
work. Rodney Shirley and Caroline Batchelor also
presented her with gifts.

Thanking them, Susan said that the presenta-
tions typificd all the fun she had enjoyed over the
past 20 vears with her “huge family of IMCoS
friends.” Her contribution to the Society had been
paid back in friendship.


















46

INCoS Journal

WARBURG INSTITUTE

Maps and Society: Sixteenth Series: 2006-2007

Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Catherine Delano Smith (Institute

of Historical Rescarch) and "Tony Campbell (formerly Map Library. Bricish Library)

Meetings are held on selected Thursdays at
The Warburg Insttute.
University of London, Woburn Square, London WCIH OAB at 5.00 pm.
Admission is tree. Mectings are followed by refreshments.
All are most welcome.
Enquiries: +44 (0) 20 8346 5112 (Dr Delano Smith) or
t.campbell@@ockendon.clara.co.uk

19th October 2006. 1)1 Robin Woolven (London Topographical Socicty)
"The London County Council Bomb Damage Maps [939-1945".

23rd Noven er 2006. Malcolm G.H. Bishop (Independent Scholar)
“The 1318 Map in Sir Thomas More's Utopia: Dentistry Solves the Mystery'.

25th January 2007. Dr David Marsh (Birkbeck, Universioy of London)
Naps, Myths, and Gardens: Faithorne and Neweowrt's Map of London (1638).

8th February 2007. Lt Cdr Andrew David (Independent Scholar)
"The Cartograplry of Blieh's Open Boar 1'oyage and his Tiwo Breadfruit 1 oyages’,
MEETING SPONSORED BY THE HAKLUY'T SOCIETY

1st March 2007. Dr Renaud Moreux (Department of History, University of Lille 3)
"Naming the Englislh Chavmel: 1WWhar Maps Tell Us Abour Geopolites Through the Ages”.

29th March 2007. Drs Michacl Winstanley and Bill Shannon (Deparoment of History. Universiey of
Lancaseer)
"Lord Burghley and Llizabethan Maps of  Lancashire'.

26th April 2007. tugh Prince (formerly, Department of Geography, University College. London)
"Surveyor or Plagiarist? The Parks on ol 1 arburton's Map of Hertfordshive (¢, 1724

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“To read a map 1s to venture oft on a wondertul journey ot exploration and discovery, and what better
way to share that profound experience than through the Boston Public Library? Our goal 1s to help this
great City build on its toundation of cducation and opportunity that 1s “Free to Al

Norman B. Levenchal, Sepe. 2004,
(Taken trom Journeys of the Tmagination. An Exhibition of 11 orld Maps and Atlases from the collections of the
Norntan B. Leventhal Map Cenrer ar the Boston Public Library, April 2006 through August 200061,
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on page 1.
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