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POLUS ANTARCTICUS

A catalogue of four states

by Michael Ross

This article deals with the corvect identification of the four
stares of the Hondius map “Polus Anwarcticus” and
corrects o number of niis-identifications of these states by
various athors.

he “Polus Antarcticus™ serics of maps 1s

one of the most important cartographic,

lustoric, and geographic records of the

exploration  of the Pacitic

Ocean. tracking Dutch exploration of Australia
and New Zealand from 1616 to 1644

Claneyv! has noted. "The Hondius map 1s of

southern

particular importance, representing the st sertal
map of the Antarctic arca...” and Tooley? believed
“The Dbest map prior to Tasman was Henricus
Hondius™ Polus Antarcticus of [641. He added
Houtman Abrolhos and Nuytsland co his map thus
making the whole of the west and part of the
south coast {of Australia] common knowledge.™

Published in four different states. the scries
mcludes a4 number of unusual features tor the
period. As a hemispherical map centred on the
South Pole, it enabled the mapmaker to tocus on
Terra Australis Incognita and its gradual unveiling
with the growth of Dutch knowledge. However,
the physical constraints of” this approach meant
important discoveries above 20 degrees south
could not be recorded.

While first published by Henrlcus Hondius?,
“Polus Antarcuicus”™ had several publishers over 1ts
lifetume. Clancy? notes subsequent publishers as
Jansson, Wit, and Gerald Valk Precer
Schenk, “over a period of 60 vears.”

“Polus Antarcticus™ was originally published as
a map 1 Dutch, Laun, French, and
German  edidons of Mercacor’s  Arlanris - Majoris
atlas. In some editions there was text on the verso

de and

m  various

mn the particular language ot that cditton. Most
copics have been separated from their source
atases, and are hand coloured. Dewez® believes
“many copies ot the map were originally hand
colourcd.”™ Later cdinions of the map may have
been printed and published separately.

A hemispherical map, “Polus Antarcticus”
displays the area from the South Pole at the centre
out to 23 degrees south of the equator. The prime
the Azores. While the
dimenstons varyt, most examples fall wichin the

meridian 1s neat-line

range of 49-510 cm wide and 43-44 ¢m high. The
map border, which contains decoratve vignettes
representing people in the southern hemisphere
and their environments, remains unchanged 1 all
four states.

There are significant varianons between refer-
ence works regarding the first publication dates of
cach of these four states. This vartation retlects
three related issues. Firstdy the purpose of the
reference works themselves 1s often not taken nto
comstderation. Toolev, for mstance. 15 cited
frequently as an authority despite the fact that his
work 15 1 tact a catalogue of maps rather than a
definiove reference work. Sccondly, these auchor-
ities used different editions, published ac different
times, of what was essentially the same atlas with
the same state of “Polus Antarcticus.” Peter van de
Krogt™ has personally sighted five copies of the
cdition of Volume 5 of Arlas Novus
containing the third state ot the map. Three were

German

published in 1630, one m 1652, and one m 1637,

Complicating this confusion is the cataloguing
of the Mercator-Hondius atlases. which included
“Polus Antarcticus.” Naturally. this cataloguing
tracks c¢he publication of the atlases racher than
individual maps. the nature of which, i the 16305,
could be rather ad-hoc®. The collation of individual
atlases depended on available stock rather than the
more modern publishing  practice of  clearlv
defined editions. usually with updated informaanon.
The idenafication of maps is relative to the atases,
rather than to their specific contents.

This paper attempts to disul the collective
wisdom to identity the characteristics of cach state
and to clarify their first publication dates. 1t also
mcludes tables of the publication dates cited by
standard reference works tor cach state. and other
idenafying information.

First State

There 1s universal agreenment that the First State of
“Polus Antarcticus” can be identified as a hemi-
spherical chart wich, “Tide within cartouche,
blank cartouche possibly intended to include a
Hondius 1 recorded as
publisher in the e cartouche. and the Australian

dedication.™ Henricus

coastline shows all but two ot the known Dutch
discoveries up to 1627: “those of Hartog in 1616,
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Jo Ann and Richard Casten, Ltd.

Antique Maps and Atlases

Specializing in fine rare antique maps
from the 15th to the 18th centuries

We have one of the finest stocks of maps of all
geographic areas with special concentrations in early
World maps, maps of America and of the Holy Land

Quotes in all areas provided upon request

Available by appointment in Old Field or at our
alternate locations at 101 West 81st Street in New
York City and at 5 Cottage Street in Branford, CT

Principal Address:

4 Dodge Lane, Old Field, NY, 11733
Telephone 631-689-3018
Fax 631-689-8909
Email jrcasten@castenmaps.com
Web castenmaps.com

www.imcos.org 37





















44

IMCoS Tournal

YOU WRITE TO US

The Guatemala Symposium

Jens and Ernka Bomholt received many letters of
gratitude for the work they had put mto orgamising
the IMCoS symposium in Guatemala in February
this year. The following are extracts from just a tew.

“Now back at home after the wondertul conterence
and sight-seeing tours 1 can send both many
congratulations. and warm thanks, tor all the effort
vou both put in to make the gathering so success-
tul. The advance planning, marketing, and staff-
work were excellent and 1t there were (inevicably)
some little snags here and there T did not notice
because chey were smoochly deale witch, especially
bv Erika....... IMCoS 2007 will set a high standard
for a long ame and T was fascinated to learn a licde
bit about colourtul Guatemala and the clusive but
stll pervasive Mavan civilisation of the pase™.

Rodney Shirley. Buckingham, England

"What a wondertul conference vou orgamzed!
What marvellous tours vou arranged! Thank you
so much for all the time and cffort that we know
goes 1nto planning such perfect arrangements tor a
large number of various and sundry international
characters.

The conterence facilities were wonderful, the
hotels were superb, the tood arrangements were
outstanding, the cscorts and transportation were
good, the map exhibits were well curated, the
tours were all encompassing - what more can we
say. Well, let me try.... There are tour 1items from
Guatemala in the book Owe thousand places 1o see
before you die and we saw them all.”

Jeanne and Tom Sander. Washington, USA

“Now that we are back home ... we would like
to....thank you tor the nmunense cfforts you have
muade to show us so nuch in such a short timne of the
beauttul country m which vou live. But firse we
want to look back at the incredible way vou (and all
the people fromi the wmiversity) organised  the
The exhibitions,
breaks...the excursions. the special evenings, the
marimba plavers and the marvellous book that Jens
wrote. Tt was all overwhelming....... We o really
would like to thank vou for all vour fantastic work.

svmposiun, lectures, cottee

Rinus Ostermann and Helene van der Klev,
The Netherlands

Ephemeral Maps

I was delighted to see Dennis Reinhartz's article
“Ephemeral Maps™ in the Spring issue of the
IMCoS Joumal. In this country, few people have
written on map-related ephemera or colleceed i,
n spite of the context it provides for official and
commercial map publishing worldwide. Judging
by the number
Reinhartz's notes, its importance 1s more widely
recognised in the US. Recogniton is good news

of references 1n Professor

tor students and collectors, because it means
preservation,
Maps of the sort that Professor Reinhartz

describes are. indeed. ephemera by all accepted
detinitions — as ephemeral maps, thev belong in
the same category as map ephemera in general —
publishers” catalogues, lists. leatlets. posters. proots,
letterheads, or T-shirts for chat matter. 1 would,
however, quarrel with his (and Mr Manasek's)
definition of road maps as ephemera, and theretore.,
by their definicion, lacking “long or lasting value.”
Are Britain's Ordnance Survev maps or those of
the US Geological Survey, or ot their French and
German equivalents, “ephemeral™ To the public.
all are road maps: chey are usetul tor as long as they
are up-to-date; and their usetulness might last
many vears. The same goes tor the better class of
commercial  mapping  from  houses such as
Bartholomew, Rand McNally or Michelin.

Tim Nicholson, London

UOTE FROM A
ORMER DAY

“I canmot help thinking that 1 discussions ot this
kind, a grear deal of misapprehension arises from
the popular use of maps on a small scale. As with
such maps vou are able to put a thumb on India
and a tfinger on Russia, some persons at once think
that the policcal situation 1s alarming and chat
India must be looked ro. It the noble Lord would
use a larger map - say one on the scale of the
Ordnance Map ot England - he would find that
the distance berween Russia and Briash India s
not to be measured by the tinger and thumb, but
by a rule.”

Lord Salisbury 1830-1903
House of Commons, 11th June 1877




























On the Sunday we weaved through the
marathon runners to reach the Maritime Muscum
where the Curator, Sjoerd de Meer, gave us an
excellent powerpoint presentation about the VOC
(Dutch East India Company) and the charts made
tor them. In the 15905 the VOC was formed and
needed charts to travel to the East Indies for spices.
This gave rise to the 21 Dutch charts on vellum
and paper, dated between 1647 and 1670 (8 signed
by Joan Blacu), on display in the Museum. This
unique collecaon had been owned by Corpus
Christi College, Oxtord. for over 300 years but
they were put up for sale in 2005 and bought by
the Maritime Museun in Rotterdam. For the full
story see LM CoS Journal Number 108, Spring 2007
pp-18-19.

International symposia

2008 The next International Symposium (26th)
will be held February 10t%h-13th 2008 in
Wellington, New Zealand. To be held jointy
with the Australian Map Circle, the New Zcaland
Map Circle and the New Zealand Map Society.
The Prime Minister. Rt. Hon. Helen Clark has
been mnvited to open the conference and speakers
will mclude Professor Robert Clancy, Dr Nick
Kanas, Kirsten Scaver and Dr W. Richardson.
Several post symposium tours are planned. Keep
your cve on their website for updated mformation:
wwiv.underthesoutherncross.org  (See  registration
leaflet in this issue).

2009 27t¢h International Symposium in Norway..

IMCoS Visit to Bath

A visit has been arranged for Saturday, 22nd
September, 2007 to The Dallas Pratt Collection of
Historical Maps at the American Museum in Britain
at Bath. As many members will know, Dallas Pratt,
the co-founder ot the museum, gave it over 200
maps and rclated 1tems, the result of over 50 years'
collecting, and it has been described by Rodney
Shirtey as 'the finest private holding of carly world
maps and pre-1600 Americana on the east side of
the Adanuc'. Most of the cartographical items in
the collection are carly printed maps, although
there are some significant manuscript maps. All arc
onginal and somc are extremely rare.

The muscum is housed in Claverton Manor, a
Georgian mansion built in 1820 on the outskirts of
Bach on the A36. It contains a collection of deco-
rative arts in period rooms, illustrating the colonial
way of hife between the 17th and 19th centuries.
There 1s a new American Heritage Exhibition, and
at the tume of our visit there will be a special exhi-
entitled “Dollar Princesses — American
Heiress to Peeress in late Victorian and Edwardian
Britain.” The Dallas Pratt Collection is housed in
a separate building, and a selection of maps from

biton

the collection will be featured n a display entitled
Adantic Crossings. Members will be able to view
other maps not included n this display.

The muscum has extensive grounds including
formal gardens, parkland and an arboretum, as well
as a gift shop and café, and members will certainly
want tme to cnjoy somie or all of these facilities.
Lunch has been arranged, consisting of ham salad
and jacket potato, lemon pic and cream, and tea or
coffee; there will be a vegetarian option.

The museum is best reached by car, and there
1s extensive parking space (see map on booking
form). Those arriving by train at Bath Spa station
would need to take a taxi.

The schedule for the day is:

10.00  Refreshments in the café.

10.30 - 12.00 Lecture by Anne Armitage, Editor
and Librarian at the Museum, visit to map exhibit
and collection.

1230 Lunch, followed by tree time to visit the
rest of the museum and grounds.

17.00  Muscum closcs.

The cost of the visit 1s £32, which will include
entry to the museum, retreshments, lecture fee and
lunch. A booking form is enctosed, which should
be returned with payment not later than

31t August 2007,

A wide range of accommodation is available in
and around Bath. A brochure can be obtained
from the Bath Tourist Office, tel:  +44 (0)906
711200 (premium rate number).

A wonderful old
ship moored in the
harbour at
Rotterdam. (Photo
by David Webb)
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