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Before these awakenings, Thavatchai thought
that history was ‘boring’. Since his first find,
however, Thavatchai has devoted full time to
rescarching the western mapping of Thailand.
Today, he 1s one of Thailand’s foremost authonties
on the subject and recognized by academics in the
field for his scholarly research, extensive knowledge
and menculous attention to connoisseurship.

In May 2004 at a workshop on ‘Maps and
Prints of Southeast Asia’ held at the Siam Society
in Bangkok, Thavatchai announced his finding of
what he called ‘the ultimate discovery’: the first
European alias for Stam that was mentioned on a
map. The name was *Cerener’ and it appeared on a
manuscript map of the world drawn in 1502 by an
anonvmous Portuguese mapmaker and presented
as a gift to the Duke of Ferrara. The discovery of
this name on the so-called Cantino planisphere is
particularly interesting as the first Portuguese in
Siam, emissary  sent by Alfonso  de
Albuquerque, only went there in 1511, Persian
merchants, however, were i Avucthaya as carly as
1351 according to Charnvit Kasetsiri, a renowned
Thai scholar, historian, professor and author,
whose most recent book is “Discovering Ayutthaya
(Bangkok, Tovota Thailand Foundation, 2007,
published in three languages: English, That and
Japanese).

Soon after his initial discovery, Thavatchai was
reading a rare book, Cathay and the Way Thither by
Sir Henry Yule (1820-1889), a British Orientalise,
and published 1913-16. He mentioned a place
name  Scierno’ that derived from Niccolo  dei
Conti's (1395-1469) account of his travels to India
and Southeast Asia in the carly fiftcenth century.
Conti indicated that “Scierno’ was identified on a
manuscript world map of 1457-9 by Fra Mauro, a
Venctian priest. Yule thought that *Scierno’ was i
Bengal (today it 1s divided mto East Bengal in
Bangladesh and West Bengal in India) but
Thavatchai was convinced that it was an ltalian
transliteration of the carlier Persian name *Shal-i-
nai’. Thus, he suspected that an even carlier map
identitying and locating Siam correctly existed, so
he began an arduous research journey that led to
vet another discovery.

Through the help of Roderick M. Barron. a
map specialist i England, he  contacted  Picro
Falchetta, at the Biblioreca Nazionale Marciana in
Venice, Italy who is recognized as the world's
authority on the Fra Mauro map. Falchetta sent him
an enlarged 1mage of the relevant section of the
map, and after studving it Thavatchai was ‘ninetv-

an

nine per cent’ certain that “Scerno’ on the Fra

Mauro Map was ‘Ayutthaya’ with its encircling
river in Siam.

A year later, he obtained a limited edition
tacsimile of the entire Fra Mauro map (193 x 196
cms) and was able to examine details of a greater
area around Thailand. Following this, Thavatchai
was convinced that he was correct. He now felt
confident to revcal publicly that he had discovered
the earliest extant European mention of Ayutthaya
and the Chao Phraya River. They appeared on the
Fra Mauro map of 1457-9.

In September 2006, Thavatchai’s first book,
Ayutthaya in European Maps, was published in
Bangkok (in Thai). The comprchensive inclusion
of twenty-eight maps (in colour) presented
chronologically and ranging in date trom 1663 to
1789 make this book an indispensable reference
for those interested in the subject. His book was
introduced at a highly acclaimed book launch by
the Director of the prestigious National Archives
of Thailand which hosted the event in conjunction
with the Association of Thai Archives. Two
months later, Thavatchai presented his latest
discovery to the public in a lecture (‘Ayudhya: A
Cartographic Vision, 1459-1800") at the Siam
Society mn Bangkok.

Mom Ratchawong Supawat  Kasemsri, a
member of the Thai Historian Commission, recently
described Thavatchai as one who is *defimtely more
than a map collector. He 15 among those key
people willing to unlock Thailand’s past without
wanting much in return’.

For a voung student who considered history
‘boring’. Thavatchai has matured and developed
mto an outstanding representative of his country
and its cultural heritage. He is currenty working
on a definitive book about the western mapping of
Thailand which will include photographs and
descriptions of all editions of known maps. His
goal 1s to produce a work on Thailand that 1s as
comprehensive and as well-written as Rodney
Shirley’s The Mapping of the TTorld: Early Printed
World Maps, [472-1700 and Philip D. Burden’s
The Mapping of North Anierica.

Concurrently, he is conveying his intercst and
knowledge to the public through writing articles,
relevision appearances, newspaper interviews and
lectures. He welcomes queries or comments and

can be rcached by cmail at
tangsirivanich@hotmail.com.
Dawn  Rooney is [MCoS  Iuternational

Representative for Thailand.
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WARBURG INSTITUTE

Maps and Society: Seventeenth Series: 2007-2008

Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Catherine Delano Smith (Institute of
Historical rescarch) and Tony Campbell (formerly Map Library, British Library)

Meetings are held at 5 pm on selected Thursdays at:
The Warburg Institute,
1 aiversity of London, Woburn Square, London WC1H OAB

Enquirtes: +44 (0) 20 8346 5112 (Dr Delano Smith) or
t.campbell@ockendon.clara.co.uk

1st November 2007.
Dr Keith Lilley (Departmient of Geography, Archaeology and Palacoecology, Queen's University Belfast).
"Mapping the Realm: New Perspectives on the Gough Map of Great Britain (. 1280-c.1360)'

28 November 2007.
Dr Margaret Small (History, Keele University).
'Complementing the Text: The Maps of G. B. Ramusio's Navigazioni ¢ Viaggi (1554-1559)"

24th January 2008.
Protessor Valerie Kivelson (Departnient of History, University ot Michigan).
"Angels in Siberia: Maps and Empire in the Age of Peter the Great'.

2€ February 2008.

Dr James Kelly (Worcester College, University of Oxford).

"Daniel Defoe's Captain Singleton (1720): Spectacular Speclarive Geography'.
MEETING SPONSORED BY THE HAKLUYT SOCIETY

13th March 2008.
David Milbank Challis and Andy Rush (Industrialogical Associates / Railway Record of the British Isles).
"Mapping the Railway: An Overview and Case Study of Britain’s Extensive and Largely Unexplored Record’,

24th April 2008.
Dr Nick Baron (School of History, Umversity of Notungham).
""Miracles on a Geographical Map": The Cultures of Soviet Cartography uinder Lenin and Stalin, 1918-1941".

8th May 2008.

Professor Tom Koch (Department of Geography, University of British Columbia; and Department of
Gerontology, Simon Fraser University, B.C.).

'Cholera in 1850s London: John Snow, His Contemporaries, and the Broad Street Map Revisited'.

29¢th May 2008.
Rose Mitchell (The Nauonal Archives, London).
'Castles in the Air? Sixteenth-Century Fortification Plans in The National Archives’.

Admission is free. Meetings are followed by refreshments.
All are most welcome.
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Specialists in fine
atlases and madps

"Kenneth Nebenzahl, Inc.
POBax370
Glencoe 1llinois 60022
Phone: 847/835-0515
‘Fax: 847/835-0519
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Maps - Views - Decorative Prints

::::::::

visit our selection of maps at:
www.pettinarolimapsandprints.com

F. Pettinaroli S.a.S.

20121 Milano - ltaly
Piazza San Fedele 2 (ingr. da Via T. Marino)
Tel. 0039.02.86.46.18.75 - 0039.02.86.46.46.42 - Fax 0039.02.72.02.29.46
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Cyrus Ala’i

IMCoS Journal

CYRUS ALA'I

Collector and historian of maps of Persia and Islamic classical maps

Profile by Valeric Newby

ne of the most enduring and endearing

aspects of IMCoS 1s the diversity of its

membership. 1t 15 hard to think of

another socicty which is so international
and has members from such different backgrounds
all brought together by one common mterest — their
love of carly maps.

Cyrus Ala’i, member 398, and a past treasurer of
the Socicety, typifies this diversity. He was obviously
one of the Society’s very early members and
during his 9 years as treasurer from 1990 to 1999
he restructured the accounts and their presentation.

The Association of Friends of Persian Culture in
Chicago recently honoured him for “distinguished
scholarly achicvement™ for the book he has written
on maps of Persia. His life has been one of conanuous
achievement in the face of challenges which
would have defeated someone with less determi-
nation. During his life (he 1s now in his “70s) he
has overcome the loss of his homeland, been
forced to live apart from his extended family
which scattered to Australia, America and Europe,
and faced the problems of adjusting to an alien
culture. Not many pcople have to meet so many

challenges in onc lifetime but not only has Cyrus
done this he has gone on to be a huge success both
amongst his own compatriots and in the academic
world in England and other countrics.

He was born in Qazvin in Northwest Iran and,
atter school, graduated as a Mcechanical Engineer
from the Technische Universitit of Karlsruhe,
Germany and then obtained a degree of Doktor-
Ingenieur from the Technische Universitit of
Berlin-Charlottenburg. He returned to Iran in 1958
and lectured at the Technical University of
Teheran. He also founded and directed a group of
technical companies over the next 20 vears but all
this came to an end in 1979 when he was forced to
abandon his country and all his possessions. He
tound his way to England where he had to learn a
new language and start from scracch. By this time he
had a wife and three children who all came with
him to this country and whom he had to support.

Cyrus leamed English and took a job as Manager
of a Middle East export company and then went on
to found his own company as a property developer
using his engineering expertise. He was responsible
for the conversion of an old library in Richmond
which became 8 houses and 14 flats known as The
Retreat. This development won a
Award m 1990. He is now retired and devotes his
time to his hobby of map collecting.

Nevertheless, Cyrus was, and still 1s, nostalgic
for his own country and culture. This was one of
the motivations for his interest in early maps and
their history. He had read in The Times that
“Mankind has invented three great forms of
communication: language, music and mapping.
But by far the oldest of the three is mapping.” and
this sentiment, together with his longing for his
homeland, affected him deeply.

With this motivation but with no knowledge
of the history of cartography, he bought his very
first old map of Persia trom Harrods in London. 1
saw this beautiful map of my own country made
in 1595 and just had to have it. 1 then saw that it
was by a man named Ortelius and 1 was intrigued
to know more about him.” Cyrus then boughe a
second map, this tme from Jonathan Potter's
gallery. and began to acquire some reference
books. It was also in Potter’s gallery that he saw a
copy of the INCoS Journal and decided to jon the
Society. At the first meeting he attended he was

tonal Housing

































Jo Ann and Richard Casten, Ltd.

Antique Maps and Atlases

Specializing in fine rare antique maps
from the 15t to the 18th centuries

We have one of the finest stocks of maps of all
geographic areas with special concentrations in early
World maps, maps of America and of the Holy Land

Quotes in all areas provided upon request

Available by appointment in Old Field or at our
alternate locations at 101 West 81st Street in New
York City and at 5 Cottage Street in Branford, CT

Principal Address:

4 Dodge Lane, Old Field, NY, 11733
Telephone 631-689-30 8
Fax 631-689-8909
Email jrcasten@castenmaps.com
Web castenmaps.com
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need to repair the roads led to the Tumpike Act to
raise money and this, together with tolls on vanous
bridges. is well documented for the region covered
in the book. The chapter on Victorian travel deals
with the effect the coming of the railways had on
the financing of the road network which became
more acute with the abandonment of the Tumpike
system. All these journevs are linked and tllustrated
by reference to the vartous road-books and almanacs
published at the time for the benefic of the taveller.
The amval of the bievele and finally the pewrol
driven motor car saw changes in the tvpe of road-
book required by the public. This s not a reference
book but. with 1tv numerous ancedotes, would
make an ideal bedame read. I will be appreciaced by
those interested 1 the mapping of the two counties,
the regional historian and the postal historian.

Dr Adrian Almond

Leo Belgicus. An illustrated and annotated
carto-bibliography. Revised Sccond Edition by
H.A.M. van der Heyjden. Published by Canaletto,
Alphen aan den Ry, The Netherlands, 2606, 121
pp.. illuscrated in black and white with

colour. ISBN 9064-69-644-6.

sonie

The lavout. compositon. and appearance of this
second edition iy virtually identcal to the firse which
appeared in 19900 To consists of seven chapters
according to whether one is 1 the presence of the
“Lion Rampane Facing Right™ rchaprer Al a
“Sienng Lion Facing Right™ (chaprer By, a “Lion
Ruampane Facing Right in F. Seada B Bello
Belgico™ (chapter C).a "Lion Passant Facing Left”
(chapter 1), a “Lion Rampant Facing Right with

Equesaian Figures™ (Chaprer E). a Dutch ion 1.e. a
“Leo Hollandicus™ (chaprer F), or, finally, swwhether
one of the “Special Lion Maps™ {chapter ().

Van  der Heijden  has emploved  the
International Standard Bibliographic Description
for Cartographic Macerials ISBID (CM) in order to
casilv identify che maps and thelr respective states:
an important aspect for researchers who wish to
find a particular map i any given library. The
introductory note on the iconology has been
augmented with additional attractive examples of
maps representing human figures or animals.

The photographs of the lions are generally good
and of a size that pernut the reader to admire their
beauty and also to read some of the printed text
quoted by the author. However, in many mstances
the quoted texts are illegible as the print is too small.
As for the first editon. the author
considerable effort to identity additional examples
of the “Leo Belgicus”, to put dates right and to
provide extremely uscful background information
about the political situation of the pertod during
which these maps were engraved and published. 1
found the “Note™ which accompanies most of the
maps captivating and mose informative. Of manv
examples let nie point the reader to the information
regarding maps 1 and 2. the series of maps 21 and
22 where Louis X1V unashamedly points to the
countries he intends to occupy and annex, and the

has gone to

Leo Hollandicus maps when the 17 Provinees had
ceased to exist as such.

These are aspects of political relevance mainly
concerning todayv’s Benelux countries and cheir
common historic background. Other “"Notes™
cover details regarding the map makers, engravers
and publishers, or details of issues and various
states of maps. I am convineced that most collectors
would dearly love to be able to compare the varous
states of the maps in their Leo Belgicus collecton.
The comments about Toolev’s publication on the
lion maps are not very helptul since the “booklet
has been out of prine tor a long tme, a reprint is
not to be expected™ and one would “have to make
do with a photocopy.”™ But available from whom?
Hardly anvone will be in a position to make
comparisons beeween van der Heijden's work and
that of R.V. Tooley.

The mulalingual reader will face no great prob-
lem in diving into @ most captivating text. Others
will have to be a licele more panent bue will derive
cqual pleasure in reading this second edition. Te does
one has o be fair contain a sufficient amount of
translations o English ot original Dutch, German
and Latin text passages. However, many are sull left
m their onginal language. Inmy opimon this second
cdition 18 a “must have™ referenee work.

Rolph Langlaus
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ational Representatives

America, Cenrral: Jens Po Bornhole, 4a Avenida 13-11, Zona 10,
Guatemala C AL (for mailing address see membership hist)

~America, South: Dr Lorenzo Giiller Frers, Peru 285, 1641 Acassuso.,
Argentina

Ausrralia: Prof. Robert Clancy, P.O. Box 891, Newcastle, NSW 2300

Austria: Dr Stefaan J. Missinne, Unt. Weissgerberstr. 5-4, 1030 Vienna

Belgium: Phillippe Swolfs, Nieuwe Steenweg 31, Elversele, 9140

Canada: Edward H. Dahl, 1292 Montée Paiement, Gatineau,
Qucbec R 3K5

Croatia: Dubravka Mlinaric, Institute for Migraton and Ethnic Studies,
Trg Sgepana Radica 3, 10 000 Zagreb

Cyprus: Michael Efrem, P.O. Box 22267, CY-1519 Nicosia

Finland: Jan Scrang, Jatasalmende 1, FIN-00830 Helsinki

France: Andrew Cookson, 4 Villa Gallieni, 93250 Villemomble

Germany: Dr Rolph Langlais, Klosekamyp 18, 17-40489 Diisseldorf

Greece: Themis Strongilos. 19 Rigillis Street, GR-106 74 Achens

Hungary: Dr Zsolt Torsk, Department of Geographv, EStvos Univ.
Ludovika 2, Budapest

Iceland: Jokull Saevarsson. National & University Library of leeland,
Arngrimsgata 3. 1S-107 Revkjavik, Revkjavik 101

Indonesia: Geoff Edwards, P.O. Box 1390/]JKS, Jakarta 12013

Israel: Eva Wajntraub. 4 Brenner Street, Jerusalem

Iraly: Marcus Perini, Via A. Sciesa 11, 37122 Verona

Japan: Kasumasa Yamashita. 10-7-2-chome, Sendagava, Shibuva-ku,
Tokvo

Lithuania: Alma Brazicuniene, Universiteto 3, 2366 Vilnius

Mexico: Martine Chomel de Coclho, A.P. 40-230, Mexico 06140 DF

Netherlands: Hans Kok, Poelwaai 15, 2162 HA Lisse

New Zealand: Neil McKinnon, P.O. Box 847 Timaru

Nonvay: Pil Sagen. Josetinesgt 3B, P.O. Box 3893 Ullevil Stadion,
N-0805 Oxslo

Philippines: Rudolf Lictz, POB 2348 MCPO, 1263 Makati, Metro Manila

Rorania: Mariuca Radu, Muzeul de Istona Brasov, Swr. Nicolae Baleescu
Nr.67. 2200 Brasov

Russia: Andrey Kusakin, Appt. 124, Kolpatchny per. 6. 101000
Moscow

Singapore & Malaysia: Julie Yeo, 3 Pemimpin Drive 04-05,
Lip Hing Industrial Bldg, Singapore 1024

Soutl Africa: Elizabeth Bisschop. P.O. Box 26156, Hout Bay. 7872

Spain: Jaime Armero, Frame SL. General Pardifias 69, Madrid 6

Sweden: Leif Akesson, Vegagatan 11, $-392 33 Kalmar

Thailand: Dr Dawn Rooney, Nana P.O. Box 1238 Bangkok 10112

Turkey: Alt Turan, Dumluca Sok 9. Beysukent. 06530 Ankara

United Kingdom: Caroline Batchelor, Pikes, The Ridgeway, Oxshott,
Surrey KT22 0LS

UISA, Central: Kenneth Nebenzahl, P.O. Box 370, Glencoe, 11 60022

USA, East: Robert AL Highbarger, 7509 Hackamore Dnve, Potomac,
MDD 20854

USAL These: Ball Warren, 1109 Linda Glen Drive, Pasadena, CA 91105
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Half page (same copy) L6040 LA400
Quarter page {same copy) L350 220
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To place vour advertisement. please contact Jenny

Harvey, Advertising Manager, at the address shown

on page 1.
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member of IMCoS to advertise in the IMCoS Jounal.
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