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A LETTER FROM THE lMCoS 

CHAIRMAN 
llans Kok 

T he busy June weekend is now behind 
us. According to the organisers of the 
London Map Fair held at Olympia on 8•" 
and 9•" June there were more visitors 

than last year, at least on the Friday. One of the 
reasons may be that lMCoS had rescheduled its 
programme to avoid clashing with the Friday 
opening hours. 

Our annual dinner on the evening of the 8 
June had slightly fewer participants than last year 
but was as pleasant as ever. Tony Campbell and his 
award comm ittee managed to select a most 
worthy recipient for the IM CoS - H elen Wallis 
Award in Peter Barber (head of map collections at 
the British Libraty). Luring him to attend the 
dinner was an exercise in itself but fortunately he 
was there to hear Tony's laudat01y speech. W c 
offer Peter our sincere congratulations. 

Saturday 9•• June saw the AGM which had 
been organised to take place in the function room 
of a pub just across the road fi·om the London Map 
Fair. It was ce rtainly a lively event due mainly to 
the proposed changes in the Society's constitution. 
Another matter which came up was the need to 
cont.municate more with our members in between 
publication of issues of the Jouma/. H owever, a 
few people pointed out that there are still quite a 
few members who have no access to the internet 
and e-mail. We hope that given time this problem 
will be overcome . 

I would like to publicly welco me our new 
President, Dr Sarah Tyackc, who has taken over 
from Roger Baskes. Roger has served as our 
President for the past five years and many thanks 
are due to him. 

The Malcolm Young lectures drew an audi­
ence of 3-t which was quite good for a first time 
event. Sadly, not all the technical equipment 
worked which was an embarrassing situation for a 
25-year-old soc iety. The lecture se ri es will be held 
again next yea r witho ut teething troubles restrict­
ing its impact. 

By the time yo u arc reading this the vacation 
season will be over and m embers can return to 
building their map co llections. Hopefully you will 
be cata logu ing the maps you purchased at this 
year's fair. 

JoiNING IMCoS 
Would all members encourage their fri ends and 
colleagues to join our Society. Tell them we are a 
happy bunch of people who both love to collect 
and study ea rly maps and that they would be most 
welcome to share in our events around the World. 

Current membership prices are:­
Annual £35 ($80) 
Three Years £85 ($195) 
Junior members pay 50% of the full subscription (a 
junior member must be under 25 and/ or in full 
time education) . 

Harrs Kok, 
Clrair'"lrrarr of 
IMCoS. 
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Valerie Newby, 
Vice-President of 

IMCoS and editor of 
the Journal. 
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fROM THE EDITOR'S DES!( 
Valerie Ncwbr 

A
cri de Coeur. Why can ' t I get dealers to 
w rite anything fo r the Journal? Okay, 
they arc busy. They are not the o nly 
ones . Okay, th ey are often travelling 

and need to devote th eir time to selling, not 
promoting. T hey are w ron g. People w ho sell also 
need to pro mote. So come o n dealers across the 
world, le t us have some golden words from you 
abo ut how yo u set up yo ur business, funny 
stories abo ut things w hich have happened , and 
tell us abo ut interesting items which ha ve passed 
through yo ur hands. One dealer in Alas ka, D ee 
Lo ngenbaugh , did put pen to paper and wrote 
about her love of m aps and her business selling 
books and maps (IMCoS Joumal 106, Autumn 
2006, pp .12- 13) . I was told by dealers and o thers 
how much th ey enjoyed that articl e but did any o f 
them follow it up and w rite about their businesses? 
You 've guessed it - no , no , no. 

Steph en Wi!Jiams, our secretary, is compiling 
an e-mail contacts list of all our members. This is 

so that we can circulate m essages and news to yo u 
a!J in between publi catio n of issues o f the Journal. 
If yo u would like your e-mail address added to this 
list please contact Stephen as soon as possible on 
sxw556@googlem.ail .com 

As o f writing thi s, no-one has yet been 
appre hend ed for th e di sas tro us fir e w hi ch 
occurred o n the clipper Cutty Sa rk recently. 
M any members must have visited the ship w hich 
was o n display at G reenw ich not fa r from th e 
N atio nal Maritime Museum . Sh e was/is (some 
parts o f her have survived the fire) the o nly tea 
clipper still in existence so it is very sad . C lippers 
were fi rs t developed in Ameri ca in the 1840s and 
are di stinguishabl e by their tall mul tiple m asts 
and masses o f sail. T here is no do ubt they w ere 
beautiful and are reco rded on m any paintings of 
th e period . But they we re designed to be fas t , 
no t beautiful , and to carry high valu e cargo like 
C hinese tea and , surpri singly, ice fro m the frozen 
wa terways of New England to be used in th e 
tropi cs . 

Cutty Sark was buil t at Dumbarto n, Scotland , 
in 1869 and was to be the fas test ship in the world 
(300- 400 nauti cal mi les a day) and in ma ny ways 
she proved her worth. I am sure readers of the 
Journal w ill join me in hoping that the pathetic 
burned wreck can be restored and that those respon­
sible for the fire (if it was arson) are apprehended. 

T here are still places on the Bath weekend 
(22"" September, 2007) so please sign up as soon as 
possible. T his is a wo ndetful opportuni ty to see 
that delightful and historic city and at the sam e 
time view a unique coll ecti on of early maps. 

I hope you enj oy the articles in this issue. W c 
have two which were given as presentations in 
Guatemala last February. Richard Pflederer has 
shared his expertise on portolan charts and Barbara 
Mundy explains that in the 16'" century N ew 
Spain , w hich contained M exico and Guatem ala, 
saw a contest between two different visions of the 
map. W e also report o n the recent Society and 
non-Society events in the map wo rld plus all your 
usual features . 

H appy reading. 



THE GULF OF HONDURAS 
on portolan charts 

by Richard Pflcdcrcr 

This article is based 011 a talk given at the IMCoS 
Symposium i11 Guatemala in February this year. 
Richard Pjlederer is Adju11ct Professor at Old Domi11i011 
U11iversity, Noifolk, Virginia, USA a11d a lecturer at 
the Christopher Wren Association of the College of 
William and Mary in Williamsburg . He is also a 
member of the editorial advisory board of The Portolan 
of the Washington Map Society and the Council of the 
Society for the History of Discoveries. On his retirement 
from a career i11 intemational business 011 assignmmts in 
Brazil, Singapore, Hong Kong and Japan, he became 
interested in the early co11tacts betll'em Europea11 
11oyagers and the indigenous peoples of these and other 
places. His cartographic interests are Asian maps and 
porto/an charts . 

W hen most of us think about portolan 
charts, we probably visualise a 14th 
or 15th-century chart of the 
Mediterranean Sea such as those of 

Grazioso Benincasa or Battista Agnese. So readers 
may wonder what is the connection with 
Guatemala and the Gulf of Honduras. It is really a 
matter of definition: the genre can be viewed in 
broader terms than the pre-1500 Mediterranean 
Sea charts. Even these early charts sometimes 
extended to the Atlantic coasts of Europe, the 
Baltic Sea and eventually to the coasts of West 
Africa. Extension to the open seas soon followed 
and there is simply no clear cut-off with respect to 
charts oflater periods. So a stylistic definition seems 
more useful than one defined by geographical 
coverage or age. If a chart is a manuscript sea chart 
on vellum, if it is drawn against a network of 
rhumb lines, if the place names are written on the 
land perpendicular to the coastline, then it probably 
meets this broader definition of a portolan chart. 

This means that most, if not all, of the naviga­
tional charts used beyond European waters in the 
Age of Discovery are portolan charts , and by this 
definition there are far more portolan charts from 
this later e ra, covering waters beyond the 
Mediterranean, than there are in the pre-1500 
period. For example, Tony Campbell in his Census 
listed about 200 charts from the pre-1500 period, 
and in contrast to this I have now identified over 
1,300 charts dating from the Age of Discovery. In 

fact, in colonial Spanish America, charts fitting this 
definition were still being produced as late as the 
mid-18th century. 

The oldest known portolan chart, the so- called 
"Carte Pisane", was drawn in Italy, possibly in 
Genoa about 1290 by an unknown cartographer. 
The earliest documented reference in literature to 
a Mediterranean Sea chart con1.es from the report 
of King Louis' crusading voyage about 20 years 
earlier. Exactly how the cartographic content of 
these early charts was derived is still a mystery but 
the "Carte Pisane", or an immediate predecessor, 
was to become the standard pattern for sea charts 
of the Mediterranean Sea for the next 400 years. 
Of course there were refinements; the place names 
changed as different ports came in and out of use. 
The decoration also changed but the basics were 
constant for this entire period. 

Production apparently began in Genoa but 
Venice and then M;Uorca soon developed competing 
productions centres . Messina, Ancona and Naples 
followed, and eventually the tradition moved 
beyond the Mediterranean to Lisbon, Seville, 
Dieppe, London, and the port cities of Holland . In 
the ]7th century Marseilles and Livomo began 
chart production, and even spread to some over­
seas colonies ofEuropean trading countries. There 
are surviving Portuguese charts made in Goa and 
in Nagasaki, Dutch charts from the East Indies and 
Spanish charts from the Caribbean Basin. 

Fig 1. 

Tllis Portuguese 

chart (Luis Teixeira, 

1600) is typical of 

the style that had 

become more or less 

standardised by this 

later period of 

charting of the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

(By permission of 

The Huntingdon 

Library, San 

Marirw, California.) 
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The Gulf of Honduras on portolan charts 

Fig 3. This sketch 

(right) drawn by 

Alessandro Zorzi of 

Venice about 1522 

shows the ambiguity 

between the New 

World and the 

Asian continent in 

the early years after 

the Columbus 

voyages. Note the 

toponomy on what 

might appear to be 

the coast of Central 

America but is 

actually intended to 

be the coast of East 

Asia. 

Fig 2 . (below) 

Waldseemuller's 

printed maps of the 

Caribbean Sea 

provide little or no 

detail on the Gulf of 

Honduras. 
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Although the manuscript tradition was slow to die 
out completely, the introduction of printed charts 
in the 17th century meant the eventual end o f the 
portolan chart. 

The area of Guatemala first appeared on the 
famous chart by Juan de Ia Cosa. lt was drawn in 
C adiz in 1500 and is now preserved in the Museo 
Naval , Madrid . T his is a large area chart essentially 
covering the known world . Apparently not much 
was known of the Guatemala area as the Gulf of 
Honduras is covered w ith a framed religio us 
image. The next important chart, also of the 
known w orld , is the Cantino Map produced about 
1502 in Lisbo n. This is preserved in M odena at the 
Biblioteca Estense and participants of the 2004 
Internati o nal IMCoS Symposium may recall 
seeing this chart during their visit to Modena. It is 
a large chart , almost two m etres long. lt was 
produced as an unauthorised copy of the offi cial 
and secret Portuguese standard world map, padrao, 
commissioned by the Duke of Ferrara to try to 
better understand the Portuguese trading monopoly. 
Unfortunately for this present study the Portuguese 
influence did not extend to the Caribbean and the 
chart ends just short of our area. 

An outline map which does cover our area of 
interest is by Peter Martyr and appeared in 1511. 
M artyr was bo rn in Italy but served the monarchs 
of Spain in the early 16th century. This is not a 
portolan chart but it is mentio ned to highlight the 
paucity of early cartographic information on the 
area. M artyr is best known today for his Decades or 
chronicles of the Spanish exploits in the N ew 

W orld published over the peri od 1511 to 1530. 
Another well-known chatt by the T urkish adrniral 
Piri R e'is of 151 3 does show some detail in the 
C aribbean area but there is no specific infornution 
about the Gulf of H onduras. Even looking at 
printed charts of the period yields little infonnation 
abo ut the Gulf. For example, the Martin 
W aldseemiiller Ptolemy of 1513 and his world 
map of 1516 fully cover this area but both lack 
specific information on the coasts in this vicinity . 

Although not a pOLtolan chart, there is an impor­
tant and well known sketch map of the equatorial 

M<:;~ :Do N 0 Y 

regions which casts some light on this problem. It is 
thought to have been drawn by Alessandro Zorzi of 
Venice about 1522 and may have been derived from 
infonnation provided by Bartolomeu C olumbus. 
Bartolomeu in tum may have based his infonnation 
on a map originally sketched by his brother, 
Christopher, while staying in Jamaica during his 
fourth voyage in 1503. The landmass labelled 
"M ondo Novo" is clearly South America, and 
Caribbean islands are clearly labelled but the land to 
the west of Jamaica and Hispaniola are apparently 
not the coast of H onduras . Rather, even though 
connected to "Mondo Novo," these coasts appear 
to be the East coast of Asia (see the legend "Sinanmt 
Situs" based on Ptolemy's China). 

Examination o f these early 16th century maps 
and charts confirms that th e Spanish , the 
Portuguese and the German cartographers, were 
not very familiar with the details of this coast, or 
at least the information did not appear on the 
surviving charts of the area . But there is an Italian 
chart, or rather an atlas, which gives us our first 
good glimpse of the area of our present interest. 
This atlas, which has been in the Btitish Library 
since 1895, is unsigned and undated but has been 
attributed to Vesconte M aggiolo with dates vari­
ously estimated between 1508 and 1512. Vesconte 
was the first of five Maggiolos w ho worked in 
various Italian po rts in the 16th century. There are 
21 separate works signed by or attributed to him 
ranging in dates fro m 1504 to 1549, all produced 



J. 
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in Genoa or Naples. The atlas consists of 19 charts 
each measuring 29 by 21 ems, covering essentially 
the known world. Exactly how and from whom 
he obtained the infomution to produce this 
detailed chart of the Caribbean area is not known 
but he presents info nnation not seen on any 
contemporary charts I have encountered. The 
chart carries nomenclature from the voyage of 
Juan Dias de Solis and Vincente Pinzon of 1508 to 
1510 but there is no indication ofPonce de Leon 
or Balboa's discoveries of 1513, so the dating is 
pretry we!J bracketed between these dates. 

From this point forward , the best representations 
of this area are large fom1at charts with wider cover­
age but with sufficient detail of the Gulf of 
Honduras. The first of these is the world chart 
attributed to Diego Ribeira and known as the 
Castiglioni chart which was made in Seville in about 
1525 and is now kept in the Biblioteca Estense in 
Modena. It is a large horizontal chart centred on the 
Atlantic Ocean and is large enough to display good 
detail of the Caribbean area . There are several 
dramatic charts that fo!Jow this model, including the 
one attributed to Pedro Reine! (c.1538) now at the 
National Maritime Museum; another by Girolamo 
di Verrazano (c.1540) also kept at NMM. 

Fig 4. This clrart, 

(left), from arr 

arrorrymous atlas 

attributed to 

Vesconte Maggiolo, 

is the first portolarr 

chart to provide 

reasonably good 

detail on the Gulf of 

Honduras. It dates 

from about 1510 . 

(Tire British 

Library. All rights 

reserved. Egertorr 

ms.2803) 

Fig 5. This detail, 

(beloav), from a 

larger chart by 

Girolamo Verrazarro 

is typical of eire 

mid-16th century 

depiction of tire Gulf 

of Horrduras 011 

porto/an charts. 

(Natiorral Maritime 

M11seum, Lond01r) 
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The Gulf of Honduras on portolan charts 

Fig 6. By the 17th 

century London had 

become a major 

production centre for 

porto/an charts. 

Many of these charts 

featured the 

Mediterranean Sea 

and the British 

Isles, but colonial 

interests in the 

Americas also 

created a demand for 

charts of this area. 

This chart by Joel 

Gascoyne is a good 

example. (National 

Maritime Museum, 

London) 

Continuing through the middle years of the 
16th century, almost aJJ significant portolan atlases 
contained a chart which gave good details of these 
waters. T hey include such masterpieces as the atlas 
drawn for H enry VIII in 1542 by the Frenchman, 
Jean Rotz, the Queen Mary atlas drawn in London 
by Diogo Homen in 1557, and the beautiful 
Portuguese atlases by Fernao Vaz D ourado in the 
15 70s. By the end of the century and into the 17th 

/ 

F' 
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century Dutch and English portolan chart makers 
were coming into their own and there are examples 
by Evert Gijsbertszoon of Edam (c.1595) and 
Nicolas Com berford and J oel Gascoyne of 
London who made several charts of the coasts of 
North America in the middle of the 17th century. 
T hese were large enough that the Caribbean area 
is quite well represented. So, by this point in 
history, the Caribbean Sea and specifically the 



Gulf of Honduras had been depicted in good 
detail by the cartographers of the major map and 
chart producing countries like Spain , Portugal , 
Italy, France , The N etherlands, and England. 

While it is true that the tradition of portolan 
charts was on the wane by the end of the 17th 
century it is possible to see this area of the 
Caribbean drawn on portolan charts into the 
mjddle of the 18th century, mostly by Spanish 
naval cartographers in ports of Spanish America . 
There are several surviving charts from this last 
period, drawn by a variety of naval officers during 
the period 1720 to 1760. A good example is a 
chart of the region signed and dated by Antonio 
d'Abrice y Matos in Vera Cruz, Mexico, 1718. 
This chart and o thers produced in the Caribbean 
basin in this period are interesting in that they are 
drawn on a M ercator projection w hich separates 
them from the Mediterranean Sea charts and in 
fact all portolan charts that precede them. The 
density of place names also present fertile ground 
for researchers in the history of these coastlines. 

While the Caribbean coasts of Central 
America were eventually well documented on 
portolan charts , the Pacific coast is another matter. 
T here are very few survivi ng charts of these seas, 
the most notable an anonymous chart , probably 
Spanish, now preserved at the Library of Congress. 

The charting of these waters did not stop with 
these portolan charts and atlases . It was to continue 
beyond to the present day, but in the form of 
printed charts by the respective Spanish, British 
and American hydrographic offices. These later 

printed charts are undoubtedly more accurate and 
functional than their predecessors. Nonetheless, 
they cannot match the beauty and charm of the 
portolan charts, produced one-off and bearing the 
personality and distinctiveness of their authors. 

Further Reading 
Campbell, Tony, 'Census of pre-sixteenth century 
portolan charts', in Imago Mundi, 38 ( 1986), pp. 67- 94. 

Mollat du Jourdin , M , and de La R.onciere, M , Les 
Portulans, Cartes marines du X IIIe au XVTie siecle (1984) 

[Also in English language translation under the title Sea 
C harts of the Early Explorers] 
Pflederer, Richard, 'Portolan charts, Vital Tool in the 
Age of Discovery', History Today , May 2003 
Nordenskiold , A E, Periplus: An Essay on the Early 
History of Charts and Sailing Directions (1897) 

Fig 7. Spanish 

cartographers, 

working itr the 

Caribbean basitr, 

were still producitrg 

mauatScript sea 

charts itrto the 

middle of the 18th 

cetrtury. This 

charmitrg example 

by Atrtotrio d'Albrice 

y Matos was 

produced itr Vera 

Cmz itr 1718. 

(Natiotral Maritime 

Museum, Lotrdotr) 

Richard Pjlederer 
who presetrterd this 
paper itr Guatemala 
at tlu IMCoS 
symposium. 
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}OHN & CHARLES WALI(ER 
the county maps 1835-1896 

by Tim N ichol so n 

This is Part 011e of a tl/lo-part article. Part Two will 
appear in the Wi11ter issue of the IMCoS Journal 
(No. 111). 

T
he London firm of John and Charles 
Walker followed a familiar course among 
19th century map makers, in that they 
were engravers-turned-publishers. For 

the first 40 or so years of th eir long life, they were 
mainly jobbing engravers and printers. Their most 
important plates belonged not to them but to the 
customers w ho ordered them, w hich paid for 
engraving costs but left the firm vulnerable to 
customers' changing policies and business 
fortunes, particularly since a few major clients 
accounted for most Walker revenue. Their county 
plates did belong to the company, but at least until 
the 1870s, w hen the firm becam e publishers, these 
were not so valuable. 

The policy of Walker as engravers may have 
contained the seeds of their own downfall, but the 
family's business connections were spectacular. 
John Walker Jr. , born in 1787, was a son ofthe 
John Walker who was an engrave r workin g for 
Alexander Dalryntple, H ydrographer (effectively 
chart-maker) I to the East India Company and later 
to the Admiralty. John Sr. became assistant to 
Dalrymple at the Admiralty around 1800, and later 
to Dalrymple's successors.2 John Jr . sta rted 
engraving charts for the Admiralty in the first 
decade of the new century. His younger brother 
Michael succeeded his fa ther as assistant to the 
Admiralty H ydrographer after his fat her's death in 
1831; at w hich time another brother, Thom.as, 
also worked in the H ydrographic Office. By 1836 
John Jr. was both Hydrographer and Geographer 
to the East India Company.3 The fa mily's grip on 
the mapmaking of both great institutions seemed 
secure. 

In 1827 JohnJr. had set up in business with 
a fourth brother, C harl es,4 as J. & C. W alker, 
engravers and printers. The earliest known work 
of their large and varied outputS was the engrav­
ing and printing of the Atlas of I11dia for James 
Horsburgh , publisher to the East India Company 
and H ydrographer before Walker. The first sheets 
of the Atlas, publication of which began in 1827, 
carry the name ofJohn Walker; then in the same 

year the name changed to J. & C. Walker. The 
finn 's name appears on Admiralty charts, too, 
from 1827. 

The Walkers ' connections enabled them to 

attract other big customers. From 1829 they 
engraved som e of th e maps for a partwork 
published by Samuel Lewis and issued by the 
Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. 
This project was supervised by Captain Francis 

Fig 1. 
]. & C. Walker 
engrave the 
Atlas of India 
for tire East India 
Company, sheet 79, 
1846. 

www.tmcos.org 11 



Walker County Maps 

Fig 2. 
The Admiralty puts 

busi11ess the 
Walkers' way: the 

brothers e11grave 
England and 
Wales for the 

SDUK, sheet 1, late 
pri11tit1g 1870s. 

Beaufort, the new Hydrographer to the Adrniralty, 
who put the business the Walkers' way.6 Another 
prominent customer was the surveying and publish­
ing firm of Greenwood & Co, whose excellent 
Atlas cif the counties cif Englanc{l was engraved in part 
by the Walkers. Such plentiful and prestigious work 
no doubt laid the foundation on which the Walkers 
could contemplate the large investment, and risk, 
involved in engraving a county series on their own 
account. 

From about 1830 the Greenwood conrpany was 
in financial difficulties due to the ongoing costs of 
their atlas. It was published in 1834 under the 
Greenwood name from no.3 Burleigh Street, 
Strand, the current address of the Walkers and of 
Josiah Neele, another of its engravers. 
C ircumstantial evidence - the Greenwoods' tenni­
nal financial problems together with the common 
address - suggests that Greenwood may have had 
difficulty paying the Walkers' bill, and that the 
plates passed to them in lieu of payment.S Other 
factors support this proposition. The engraving of 
Walker's own county maps must have been well 
under way by 1834, since nearly half were to be 

12 IMCoS Journal 

published in the following year. It would have been 
urgently necessary, therefore, to pre-empt other 
map makers who might acquire the Greenwood 
plates and offer competition for the Walker maps. 
The Greenwood atlas did not reappear, and it is 
likely that the Walkers scrapped the plates. Late in 
1837 J.& C. Walker moved into the premises in 
which they were to remain for the next 30 years, 
no.9 Castle Street, Holborn9 

Walker's own county map was published in 47 
sheets, folded in covers, between 1835 and 1837. 
The first two were Cloucestershire and Li11colnshire, 
and the last Derbyshire. As soon as all the sheets 
were published in 1837 they were gathered as The 
British Atlas.!O Sets of folded maps in boxes 
labelled Walker's county atlas were also avai lable. 
The maps were conventional in their design, and 
also in being derivative of the work of others- the 
Ordnance Survey, John Cary, C harles Smith, 
Greenwood. In the atlas they were in fact 
acknowledged to "The Board of Ordnance and 
other trigonometrical surveys". As was normal, 
depiction of relief was by hachuring only. The 
maps were, however, up to date in appearance, 
without antique flourishes , and their cartouche 
was distinctive: a double frame with indented 
corners, around a hollow-lettered, decorative titl e. 
Below were the prorninent words "By J. & C. 
Walker," rather than the more usual "Engraved 
by .... " T his was probably to emphasise the 
Walkers' change in function from simple jobbing 
engravers to map compilers who did everything 
short of publishing. Under the name were figures 
for the county 's area and population; the reflection 
of a contemporary passion for statistics. County 
boundaries were coloured; so were the borders of 
adj oining electoral divisions, in contrasting colours 
for clarity.ll Local government districts were 
named and marked, and road distances between 
towns were given.1 2 

The size of each sheet, whether for inclusion in 
the atlas or for folding in covers, had to be unifomr, 
and the amount of folding possible was lirnited, so 
the scale of the map varied according to the size of 
the county. But for the most part, the scale was a 
usable plus or rninus 1/ 4in/mile (1 :253.440) with 
Yorkshire being divided into three sheets. 

In the centre of the bottom margin was the 
name of the publisher to whom Walker had sold 
the map, followed, in the 1830s and 1840s, by a 
publication date. At first the name was always one 
of the many different imprints of the century-old 
house of Longman, who were already map 
publishers. These included the names of partners 
in the business at the time of printing, which 
might vary in number from one (Longman & Co.) 
to four (Longman Hurst Rees Orme, or Longman 
Rees Orme Brown)I3 
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Confusingly, the ]- & C Walker name is 
frequently found in the bottom nurgin either on 
its own, or alongside that of Longman as 
publisher_ An 1843 reprint of Lincolnshire has a J & 
C Walker imprint; one of 1849 reads "Longman 
& Co and ]- & C Walker"_ County infomution 
may be pasted inside the front cover; supplement­
ing that below the title, and below it might appear 
the words "Published by Longman & Co ___ and J-
& C Walker" _ In the 1850s the title page in some 
printings of the The British Atlas claims that they 
are "published by J & C Walker"_ Again, it seems 
likely that Walker were using the word in a loose 
manner, to stress that they were no longer just 
jobbing engravers.t4 

Most of the folding maps seen are dissected and 
mounted on cloth, in grey-green or dark green 
board covers measuring 122mm x 92mm. Paper 
folded maps were not an option before the age of 
cheap railway maps. On the front cover was a 
decorative blue label with the title "Walker's 
[county name]" and the price, 2s 6d15 Or, there 
was a dark brown cloth cover stamped wi th the 
same legend in gold lettering. Longman was one 
of a number of publishers to take Walker's county 
maps in the first half of their life, either from 
Longman or from Walker direct, and a different 
presentation was son1etimes the result. For exam­
ple, G.F. Cruchley's yellow label was stuck on a 
mottled grey-blue cover, and an advertisement for 
his other wares pasted inside. Or, a Longman map 
sold by them to Letts Son & Co would be offered 
in a much more eye- catching and luxurious cover 
featuring a green or red label and gold-stamped 

lettering and trophy of arms. Alternatively, 
publishers buying in from one another might 
simply paste on their own label inside the Walker 
cover by way of identification. Or else, they might 
stick their advertising to the back of the map, as 
did James Wyld Jr. In the early 1850s. John Betts 
used his own purple covers, with a yellow label or 
embossed gold title naming the county but not the 
publisher_ He was to be identified only from the 
list ofBetts' publications inside the front covers. In 
all these cases, the Longman name as the original 
publisher was retained. 

The pubbcation dates beside the imprints in 
the bottom margin are peculiar to early Longman 
imprints, although they might persist when other 
publishers first took the same maps . They could be 
a sign that, initially, Longman had exclusive rights 
in the series, for they vanish from the late 1840s 
when different firms begin publishing at the same 
time. This indicated that no one had exclusive 
rights no w. Since the pubbshers' imprints are 
engraved, not altered by hand, it is likely that 
Walker made electrotype copies of the plates for 
each publisher (or later, transfers from the plates 
for lithographic printing), so that different specifi­
cations to suit each would be feasible and constant 
alteration of the originals avoided . 

Each map was hand coloured, and colour 
could therefore be varied easily according to the 
preference of the publisher_ 16 Proof of this lay in 
the treatment of woodland , roads, and railways in 

' •• )f • • 
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Fig 3 (left). 
Somersetshire for 
Longman, folded ill 
the standard Walker 
cover. Yellow main 
roads, red railways, 
greell woods: one of 
the two prevailing 
styles for these 
features current from 
the 1840s to the 
1870s. 

Fig 4. 
Kent with 
Ullcoloured maill 
roads, red railways 
alld green woods. 
Tire secolld 
prevailing colour 
sclreme for these 
features from the 
1840s to the 1870s. 
Here, major local 
government areas 
(lathes) are defined 
by colour washes. 
(By courtesy of Tolly 
Br~rgess) 
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Walker County Maps 

Fig 5. 
Bedfordshire in an 

alteYilative Walker 
cover witlr a map for 

Longman. inside, 
c.1845. 

Fig 6. 
A Poor Law Union 

map of 
Cambrid gesh ire, 

late 1830s. Eaclr 
Union lras a differ­

ent colo11r waslr . 
Local goveYIJmerrt 

irrfomratiorr is typi­
cal of Walker maps 

to tire 1870s. (By 
co11rtesy of Torry 

B11rgess) 
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folded maps. On early maps for Letts, C ru chley 
and o th ers, all roads we re cased but left 
uncoloured, and woodland was black. In the maps 
for Lo ngman, on the o ther hand , complicatio n set 
in. In the maps' o riginal, 1835- 1837 fo rm w hen 
there were few railways, these were shown arl hoc 
in "laddered" form (Liverpool- Manchester), or 
else as a black line with transverse "sleepers" 

0 

·vp 

(C anterbury-Whi tstable) . In successive states of 
So 111erset , a progression can be detected . In 1835 
sup erio r main roads, presumably mail coach 
routes, were in blue. Lesser main roads had a 
yellow fill , and woodland was green. By abo ut 
1839 a new, short-lived road and rail classifi catio n 
is seen: red for superior main roads, and blu e fo r 
proj ected railways. In the 1840 printing, Longman 
design settled down. From now until the 1870s, 
two colour vari ants are seen side by side: main 
roads we re yellow or else left cased and 
uncoloured; red was reserved for railways - cased 
if open , uncased if projected - and blue fo r 
boro ugh boundari es . W oods we re gree n. 
Meanwhil e in the The Britis/1 A tlas, th e specification 
remained unchanged from 1837 to the early 1880s 
- green woods, uncoloured roads. 

The 60-year life of the county maps wo uld not 
have been so lo ng had they not been updated 
when a sheet was reprinted . At a time w hen the 
roads hardly alte red at all , the opening and closing 
of railways was of vital signifi cance to everyo ne -
businessmen, co1TIJ11ercial travellers, manufactu rers, 
people looking fo r work , tourists, excursionists, 
relatives on famil y visits. R ailway changes are th e 
most accurate and reliable way of datin g a W alker 
county map.17 Fo r example, on o ne printing of 
Surrey the London & South W estern R ailway 
branch to Chertsey (opened in 1848) was not 
shown, but th e Epsom to C roydon atmospheric 
railway (completed in 1847) is present; theoretically 
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determining the publication date precisely. On 
another, later, printing of Surrey the London 
Brighton & South Coast line from Dorking to 
Horsham (opened in 1867) is not there, but the 
LBSCR from Dorking to Leatherhcad, also 
completed that year, is present: a somewhat 
confusing picture (see note 17). A So111erset sheet 
has the Great Western Railway branch to 
Portishead, dating fi·om 1867, but not the Bristol 
& Exeter Railway line from Clcvcdon Road, 
opened two years later, fixing the date at 1867-8. 
The area of doubt is often wider: a ptinting of 
B11ckinsh(l/nshire shows the Buckinghamshire 
Railway as open in 1850 from Blctchley to 
Oxford Road, but not the Great Western line 
fi·om High Wycombe to Maidenhead, which was 
not complete until 1854. 

The county population figure fi·om the ten­
yea rly census, given undated below the cartouchc , 
was not altered when a map rep rinted decades 
later. Thus we have railways up to 1867 on the 
same Be1/ordshire map as a population figure for 
1841, and railways to 1874 accompanying a census 
figure for 1851 on a map of So111rrsct. Heading the 
county facts and figures sometimes pasted inside 
the front cover tTtight be a dated census figure that 
predates the railways shown by 20 or 30 years. 
Finally, the publication date with the imprint in 
the bottom margin n-tight remain unchanged on a 
reprint with updated railways. 

This cannot have created confidence; but the 
folded maps were frequently reissued in more or 
less updated form, so they must have given people 
what they wanted. For instance, Hlarwicbhirc and 
Herrfordshire arc known in 13 amended reprints, 
S11ssex in 16, and Berkshire in 18. These figures are 
probably conservative, depending as they do on 
what states have been found by scholars, and given 
that Lincolnshire, a more thinly populated county, 
is known to have been reprinted in altered form 
no less than 24 times. These figures are for the 
standard, folded county maps, excluding maps for 
special purposes. 

The first special-purpose county maps seem 
to have been those illustrating the geographical 
consequences of the Poor Law Amendment Act of 
1834. This radically changed the provision of 
public assistance for the unemployed poor, and at 
the same time signalled the first major incursion of 
the State into local affairs. Workhouses were not 
new but they had been run by the parishes, the 
basic units of local government. The country was 
now divided into Unions, which were groupings 
of parishes for the purposes of the Act. They were 
run by local Boards of Guardians and each had one 
or more workhouses where the able-bodied poor 
were set to \York. The Guardians were responsible 

-1-------

to the Poor Law Comn-tissioners, who were civil 
servants . The wtiter has found no evidence that the 
Comn-tissioners asked for maps, so their publication 
may have been simply a reflection of the cuiTent 
Evangelical enthusiasm for helping the underpriv­
ileged, which Walker and Longman hoped would 
translate into public enthusiasm for their maps. 

As well as giving the usual information, the 
maps showed the Unions in the county by means 
of colour washes with distinguishing tints. The 
town from which each took its name was crudely 
underlined in red. Roads and woods were left 
uncoloured. Above the map area, in large letters, 
were printed the words "As divided into Unions 
by the Poor Law Commissioners/The name of 
the Union is underlined in red" . These maps, 
also, were coll ected into an atlas. In places the 
black image is faint and broken. This points to 
reproduction by lithography which, by transfcning 
the engraved image to a lithograp hi c plate or 
stone and printing from that, saved the original 
plate from wear. 

Fig 7. 
Tire British Atlas 
combined title page 
arrd dedicatiorr, text 
as amended aftel' 
Queerr Victoria's 
accession. 
(By cour-tesy of Torry 
Burgess) 
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Walker County Maps 

Fig 8. 
Dorset, G.F. 

Cruclrley cover. The 
mairr roads are 

uncoloured and the 
woods black c.1849. 

The pin-sharp images of the standard county 
maps at this time suggest that they were all printed 
clirect from engraved plates or electrotypes. Not so 
the 42 county hunt maps of William Colling 
Hobson (hitherto a publisher of general maps) 
when they were bthographed from the Walker 
county plates in 1849 - their black image tended to 
be ragged and inclistinct. The hunt maps retained the 
Longman imprint, statistics and other information. 
Roads were uncoloured. T he maps were bought by 
local people for their colour-shaded hunt boundaries, 
place names of meets underlined and inclicated by a 
black dot, and green woods identifYing coverts. 
T hey were kept up-to-date as regards hunts new 
and old, their names and their boundari es, as well as 
in respect of railways. The front cover was maroon, 
with the title Fox hunting map of [county] in gold. 
T here was no mention of Hobson on either map or 
cover; but the atlas that followed in 1850 did 
acknowledge its origin , as Hobso11 's fox -hunting atlas. 
T he numbering of the atlas sheets was carried over 
to the folded maps. 

NB: To be continued . .. . 
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Notes: 

1. A hydrographer was one w ho, with his team , 
compiled and edited marine infom1ation, and drafted 
sea charts from it. Often , as in the case of the Walkers , 
he also engraved and printed the charts; and he might 
publish them as well. In the 18th and 19th centuries a 

geograph er performed some or all th e same fun ctions 
for land maps ; though in th e honorifi c position of 
Geographer to the King or Q ueen, his duties wou ld be 
limited to furnishing maps to the Government and 
Royal H ousehold , and perhaps teaching geography to 
the younger Royals. 
2. G.S. Ritchie, The Admiralty chart , London 1995, 
passim. 
3. And - after th e abolition of the Company's powers 
in 1858- to the Survey of india, the mappi ng agency of 

the India O ffi ce. 
4. C harles was an engraver only: his broth er was the 
fim1 's business brain. Dr Andrew Cook has found an 
Admiral ty chart of 1816 engraved by "A. Walker". 
Laurence Wonm's research has revealed that this probably 
was yet another brother, Alexander, who with his f:1 thcr 
John Sr., ran th e Liverpool engravers J.& A. Walker. 
5. Which included some county map engraving for 
Samuel Lewis's Topographical dictionary of England (1831), 
and Joshua Arch er's British Magazine (1841 ) and England 
and Wales deli11eated (1842) . 
6. Mead T. Cain , "Th e maps for th e Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge : a publishing history", 
Int ago M nn di 46, London 1994. T he maps were 
collected into an atl as in 1844, th en lithographed for 
Charles Kn ight's English cyclopaedia in 1850-1853. T he 
plates passed to Edward Stanford in 1856, to Letts Son 
& Co in 1877, and to Maso n & Payne in 1885: all 
names that recur in th e story of the county maps. Also 
in 1856, Walker engraved Statiford 's railway a11d road map 
of England a11d Wales. 
7. Based o n the last national survey to be conducted by 
a commercial firm , at a time w hen th e Ordnance Survey 
was in its early stages, and its maps not yet as good. 
8. See Robson's London directory, 1834; also J.B. H arley, 
Ch ristopher Greenwood, connty 111ap lllaker and his 

Worcestershire ntap of 1822, Worcester 1962, p.17. 
9. The infom1ation pasted inside the front covers of 
some Walker maps includes a company address , but the 
informatio n was not updated when th e map was 
reprinted. The writer has seen no map w ith Walker's 
new address earlier than a reprint of 1839. 
10. There was no title as suc h. Instead, a sonorous 
dedication read: 'To their Roya l Highnesses the 
Duchess of Kent & th e Princess Victoria this British 
atl as ... is respectfully dedicated by J. & C. Walker'. 
The opening was swiftly changed later in the year to 

'To her most excellent Majesty Queen Victoria & her 
Royal Highn ess the Duchess of Kent ... ' . 
11. Changing Parliamentary constituency boundaries 
were a feature of county maps in th e 19th century, a 

time when Reform Acts were regularly expanding the 



franchise and redrawing boundaries: matters of great 
interest to the publi c. 
12. Local governm ent areas might also be defin ed by 
overall washes in different colours. 
13. "Longman & Co"' is not li sted in the company 

histories (see Sources in Part T wo). On other publica­
tions, up to six partners might be named, prompting Sir 
Walter Scott in 1824 to call them "The Long Firm" (see 

Philip Wallis, At the sig11 of the ship 1724-1974, p.15). 
Altho ugh the company histori es provide dates for the 
first use of different imptints in Longman publi ca tions , 
these must be trea ted w ith care when dating maps 
because in successive later reprints th e imprint m.ight 

not be updated. 
14. Th e fact that Walker did not call themselves 
"publishers" consistently docs not mea n that th ey were 
occasio nal publishers. The ac tivity that would make 
them publishers - distributin g the maps they produced 
- implied warehousing, a sa les force, a network of trade 
links, and oth er things th ey had not needed when 
simply selling to publishers. It did not lend itself to part­
time working. 
15. This was expensive. r o r instance, Chapman & 

Hall 's contemporary county maps, also o n clo th and 
coloured, were 1 s 6d, as were those of H.G. Collins. 
16. H and colourin g was econom.i c when ptint runs 
were small. lt was not possible wh en th ey grew into 

thousands, needed quickly ; but this did not happen 
until the last decades of th e centu ry, by whi ch time 
cheap and sati sfactory colo ur printing o f maps was avail­

able. 
17. Or rath er, th e least inaccurate and unreliable. 
Railways shown as open on maps of the time may possibly 
be incomplete, or not even begun. Conversely, ex.isting 
railways nught be left out. Changes o f address nlight 
help with dating, as on the covers of the Letts Son & Co 
maps seen. From 1841 or earlier the address was no. 8 
Cornhill , Lo ndon; from 1845 no .8, Cornhill and no. 8 
R oyal Exchange; fi·om about 1847 to 1876 no. 8, Royal 
Exchange only; and finally, fi·om 1876 to the firm 's 

denuse , no.33 , King William Street. It should be borne 
in mind , however, that old covers nught be used-up on 
new maps, and old maps put in new covers. 

Dr Nicholson came to writing about maps from an 
Oxford training as an historian, and from a partiwlar 
fo ndness for transport-related subjects. He has written 
articles on aspects of Ordnance Sun1ey ntaps, British and 
fo reign commercial 111aps fo r early cyclists and 111otorists, 
and 111 ap-related ephemera , for IMCoS Journal , 
C artographic Journal , The Map Coll ector, 
Sheetlines and tile Ephemcrist . H e has written mono­
graphs 011 the origins of the Ordnance Survey s111all-scale 
111ap, and on early road 111aps of Britain fo r cyclists and 
111otorists. He collects road 111aps and 1nap ephe111era of all 
countries. 

Fig 9. 
A11 early Letts cover 
011 a map of 
Surrey, 1840s to 
1850s. 

www.uncos.org 17 



I 

I 
I 

i 

I 

I 

OUR NEW GALLERY 
IS NOW OPEN at: 

35 Saint George St, 

London W1 S 2FN 

Tel:+ 44 20 7491 0010 

Fax:+44 20 74910015 

Enquiries: info@alteagallery.com 
Catalogue: www.alteagallery.com 

( l 

--··--··--·--------·-·-·--···-···-·····----····-··-··- ······-·--···---·-···· ·········-·· ·············-- -·-···-··--·······-·········-··-·····-··-··--·-·--·-····-·-·-·- ·-------·-··--····----····-······-··-·-·-··-·············-···-····-· 

i 
I 
i 

~~.~en~ I 
fJ~ !J~ ffia<k I 
~ q)~ ffi~ 19, 

.focd 1, 

28001 ~. ~.F"­
&Sei/ fJ~: 34 91 4358000 
1!.-ma.lf: it2(o (q) pordl!.~-=a.p~- - com 

wl!.b ~it£. : www.p.onte:una.p~. <!on:. 

L.--·-·········-··· ···-····· ····-·····--········· ·····-··--··----· - - - ---- ------ - --·--·-··----··-·--·········-·· 

18 IMCoS Journal 



! 
I I 
I 

I 
'I 

. \ntiqut' lll.liJ' and topographical p1inL' ol" all p;u·L, of the 11orld. 

\ \\ · al"' h;ul(llt· antique l)(x>b and dct·o~<Hin· prim,_ 

\\'can· ' lxci. tl i't '"pplit' l' to the u:>dc :md '\m1h. \mcrica. l~)l 111Chl in 19G6. B,· appoimmcm onh. 

Sam uti de UuuujJ!ain - / 'ian· Dtmt! "I 6 / 6 - 5.F 

/·h)/ m ailabk 1lali' f!f (.'funnjJ/run·) ~~zni}it anlmnjJ of Cmwrla · 

,, 
I I 

WWW.ItnCOS.org 19 



20 IMCoS Journal 

THAVATCHAI TANGSIRIVANICH 
Thailand's leading map connoisseur 

by Dawn Roo ney 

T
havatchai Tangsiri va ni ch is a yo ung nun 
w ho bega n co ll ectin g an tique n1aps 
durin g his twenty-year residency as a 
student in E ngland . Since returning to 

T hailand , his native country, his passion fo r maps 
has continued to grow and today he is T hailand 's 
leading collector of maps, prints and rare books. 

His academic credenti als are wide ranging both 
in institutions and subj ects. Thavatchai entered 
secondary school in E ngland in 1980 and ea rned 
his undergraduate degree at Essex University 
(Economics) and post-graduate degrees fro m 
Warwick and Oxford Universities (International 
Relations) . H e was an ASEAN (Association o f 
Southeast Asian Nati o ns) R esearch Fellow at the 
Ins titute of Southeast Asian Studies in Singapore 
in 1991; and the fo llowing year, a Visiting 
R esearch Fello w at the Japan Institute of 
International Affairs in Tokyo . Then he return ed 
to England as a resea rch student. 

Thavatchai's interest in maps began som e ten 
years ago one Saturday afternoon in London on his 
way to get a haircut. H e was window browsing in 
the shops on Beauchamp Place when he saw a town 
plan (Ville de Siam 0 11 Juthia, 1764 by Jacqu es 
Nicolas Bellin) in the window of T he M ap House . 
O n early European maps the nan1e 'Siam ' was used 
to identify a place, a capital , a kingdom , and a 
counny known today as T hailand ; and 'Juthia ' is 
one of the many spellings that appeared on western 
maps for the name of'Ayutthaya' or 'Ayudhya', the 
ancient capital of T hailand from 1351 to 1767. 
T havatchai went in to look at it and ended up 
buying the plan. Soon after this purchase, he read 
two articles on Ayutthaya by D awn Rooney 
('Ayutthaya : The Ancient Capital of Siam Viewed 
T hrough European M aps,' The Map Collector, no . 
57 , London, Winter, 1991, pp. 12-1 6; and 'Terra 
Incognita,' Sawasdee, vol. 27, no . 2, Hong Kong, 
Februa1y, 1998, pp. 26-33) . 



Before these awakenings, Thavatchai thought 
that history was 'boring'. Since his first find, 
however, Thavatchai has devoted full time to 
researching the western mapping of Thailand. 
Today, he is one ofThailand's foremost authorities 
on the subj ect and recognized by acaderni cs in the 
field for his scholarly research, extensive knowledge 
and meticulous attention to connoisseurship . 

In May 2004 at a workshop on 'Maps and 
Prints of Southeast Asia' held at the Siam Sociery 
in Bangkok, Thavatchai announced his finding of 
what he called 'the ultimate discovery': the first 
European alias for Siam that was mentioned on a 
map. The name was 'Cere11er' and it appeared on a 
manuscript map of the world drawn in 1502 by an 
anonymous Portuguese mapmaker and presented 
as a gift to the Duke of Ferrara. The discovery of 
this name on the so-called Cantino planisphere is 
particularly interesting as the first Portuguese in 
Siam, an emissary sent by Alfonso de 
Albuquerque, only went there in 1511. Persian 
merchants, however, were in Ayutthaya as early as 
1351 according to Charnvit Kasetsiri, a renowned 
Thai scholar, historian, professor and author, 
whose most recent book is 'Discoveri11g Ayutthaya' 
(Bangkok, Toyota Thailand Foundation, 2007, 
published in three languages: English, Thai and 
Japanese). 

Soon after his initial discovery, Thavatchai was 
reading a rare book, Cathay and the Way Thither by 
Sir H enry Yule (1820-1889), a British Orientalist, 
and published 1913-16. He mentioned a place 
name 'Sciemo' that derived from Niccolo dei 
Conti's (1395- 1469) account of his travels to India 
and Southeast Asia in the early fifteenth centULy. 
Conti indicated that 'Sciemo' was identified on a 
manuscript world map of 1457-9 by Fra Mauro, a 
Venetian priest. Yule thought that 'Sciemo' was in 
Bengal (today it is divided into East Bengal in 
Bangladesh and West Bengal in India) but 
Thavatchai was convinced that it was an Italian 
transliteration of the earlier Persian name 'Shahr-i-
1/au'. Thus, he suspected that an even earlier map 
identifYing and locating Sian1 correc tly existed, so 
he began an arduous research journey that led to 
yet another discovery. 

Through the help of Roderick M. Ban·on, a 
map specialist in England, he contacted Piero 
Falchetta, at the Biblioteca Nazio11ale A1arcialla in 
Venice, Italy who is recognized as the world 's 
authority on the Fra Mauro map. Falchetta sent him 
an enlarged image of the relevant section of the 
map, and after studying it Thavatchai was 'ninety­
nine per cent' certain that 'Scier11o' on the Fra 

Mauro Map was 'Ayutthaya' with its encircling 
river in Siam. 

A year later, he obtained a limited edition 
facsimile of the entire Fra Mauro map (193 x 196 
ems) and was able to examine details of a greater 
area around Thailand. Following this, Thavatchai 
was convinced that he was correct. H e now felt 
confident to reveal publicly that he had discovered 
the earliest extant European mention of Ayutthaya 
and the Chao Phraya River. They appeared on the 
Fra M auro map of 1457-9. 

In September 2006, Thavatchai's first book, 
Ayutthaya in European Maps, was published in 
Bangkok (in Thai). The comprehensive inclusion 
of twenty-eight maps (in colour) presented 
chronologically and ranging in date from 1663 to 
1789 make this book an indispensable reference 
for those interested in the subject. His book was 
introduced at a highly acclaimed book launch by 
the Director of the prestigious National Archives 
of Thailand which hosted the event in conjunction 
with the Association of Thai Archives. Two 
months later, Thavatchai presented his latest 
discovery to the public in a lecture ('Ayudhya: A 
Cartographic Vision, 1459-1800') at the Sian'l 
Society in Bangkok. 

Mom Ratchawong Supawat Kasemsri, a 
member of the Thai Historian Comrnission, recently 
described Thavatchai as one who is 'definitely more 
than a map collector. He is among those key 
people w illing to unlock Thailand's past without 
wanting much in return '. 

For a young student w ho considered histo ry 
'boring', Thavatchai has matured and developed 
into an outstanding representative of his country 
and its cultural heritage. He is currently working 
on a definitive book about the western mapping of 
Thailand w hich w ill include photographs and 
descriptions of all editions of known maps. His 
goal is to produce a work on Thailand that is as 
comprehensive and as well-written as Rodney 
Shirley's The Mappi11g of the World: Early Printed 
World Maps, 1472-1700 and Philip D . Burden's 
The Mapping of North America. 

Concurrently, he is conveying his interest and 
knowledge to the public through writing articles, 
television appearances, newspaper interviews and 
lectures. He welcomes queries or comments and 
can be reached by email at 

hotmail. com. 

Daum Rooney is IMCoS I11temational 
Represe11tative for Thailar1d. 
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Antique Maps, Plans, Charts and Atlases of All Areas of the World 

Abraham Ortelius and Johann Baptist Vrients ' map of England , Wa les and Ireland with a royal genealogical tree, published in 1612. 

Browse our comprehensive inventory on our re-designed website, or visit us 
at the gallery and register your interests, 

125 NEW BOND STREET • LONDON • W1S 1DY • ENGLAND 
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TELEPHONE +44 (0)20 7491 3520 
FAX +44 (0)20 7491 9754 
EMAIL info@jpmaps,co,uk 

WEBSITE www,jpmaps,co, uk 



RLDVIEW 
ANT Q!JE MAPS & BOOKS 

Fine Original Antique Maps,Charts 
Voyage Books and more ... 

Visit Us Online or in Our Gallery 

17-19 Marble Avenue Pl easa ntville , New York 10570 

Gallery by appointment only 
www. world viewm aps . com info @ world viewmap s . com 

Tel 914 741 2128 -Fax 914 741 2178- Toll Free 866 365 6277 
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WARBURG INSTITUTE 
Maps and Society: Seventeenth Series: 2007'2oo8 

Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Catherine Delano Smith (Institute of 
Historical research) and Tony Campbell (formerly Map Library, British Library) 

Meetings are held at 5 pm on selected Thursdays at: 
The Warburg Institute, 
University ofLondon, Woburn Square, London WC1H OAB 

Enquiries: +44 (0) 20 8346 5112 (Dr D elano Smith) or 
t. camp bell@ockendon. clara. co. uk 

1st November 2007. 
Dr Keith Lilley (Department of Geography, Archaeology and Palaeoecology, Queen's University Belfast). 
'Mapping the R ealm: New Perspectives on the Gough Map of Great Britain (c . 1280-c.1360)' 

29th November 2007. 
Dr Margaret Small (History, Keele University). 
'Complemmting the Text: The Maps of G. B. R amusio's Navigazioni e Viaggi (1554-1 559)' 

24th January 2008. 
Professor Valerie Kivelson (Department of History, University of Michigan). 
'Angels in Siberia: Maps and Empire in the Age of Peter the Great'. 

28th February 2008 . 
Dr James Kelly (Worcester College, University of Oxford) . 
'Dan iel Difoe's Captain S ingleton (1720): Spectacular Spewlative Geography'. 

MEETING SPONSORED BY T H E HAKLUYT SOCIETY 

13th March 2008. 
D avid Milbank C hallis and Andy Rush (Industrialogical Associates I Railway R ecord of the British Isles). 
'Mapping the Railway: An Overview and Case Study of Britain's Extensive and Largely Unexplo red Record'. 

24th April 2008. 
Dr N ick Baron (School of History, University of Nottingham). 
"'Miracles on a Geograph ical Map ": The Cultures of Soviet Ca rtography urrder Lenin and Stalin, 1918-1941 '. 

8th May 2008. 
Professor Tom Koch (D epartment of Geography, University of British Columbia; and Department of 
Gerontology, Simon Fraser University, B.C.). 
'Cholera in 1850s London: ] aim Snow, His Contemporaries, and the Broad Street Map Rer;isited'. 

29th May 2008. 
Rose Mitchell (The National Archives, London). 
'Castles in the Air? Sixteenth -Century Fortijicatio11 Plans in The National Archives'. 

Admission is free. Meetings are followed by refreshments. 
All are most welcome. 
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BOGNARD OR TUCI( 
1885 or later? 

by To ny Burgess 

At the JAICoS Collectors' meeting i11 April a set cif 
map cards of "England, Sco tland, Ireland & Wales" 
published by Raphael Tuck & So 11s was sho11Jn and 
thought to be reward cards IIlith a suggested date cif about 
1885 (ra ilways shown opeu 1881-1 884}. In thefollolll­
ing disw ssion it was suggested that this set was more likely 
to be fo r education purposes rather than reward cards due 
to their style of back printing. In addition, their source U'as 
thought to be French, produced by Bognard of Paris. 

The reasoning behind this claim was that setJeral cards 
cif this series existed produced by Bog nard in Reward back 
forms signed and dated 188516 a11d 1887. Bognard also 
produced a set/sets of all the Fre11ch departll'lents and otJer­
seas French territories in identical size, design and colour­
ing and it would be 111ore logical fo r the London Schools 
Board to purchase these Reu,ard Cards fro lll a London 
publisher if they had been atJailable, than jro111 Bog nard in 
Paris as he did 1101 hatJe a branch office or anything si111ilar 
i11 London. I a111 writing this article in the hope that one 
cif our readers will be able to supply 111e with additioual 
irifon!lafion a11d also protJe or disprotJe the ilifonnafion or 
assumptio11s I h.atJe already made. 

E 
du ca ti onal, reward , trade and advertising 
cards may, and fi-cquentl y are, variants of 
the sa me base card but for the purpose of 
this article it is impo rtant to understand 

the usage o f these terms. T he French use of the 
term ' trade ca rd ' differs to that in the United 
Kingdom where we tend to use the tenns 'business' 
and ' trade ca rd ' interchangeably. Normally the 
UK versions were ptinted specifically for the business 
concern ed and vary enormously in size from 
inches to feet. T he French ' trade ca rd ' is small and 
can be produced by a suppli er printed w ith the 
name of th e business on th e fi·ont but th e back 
blank so that the business or brand concern ed can 
print its own deta ils. So it is possible to find several 
examples of th e same card map or scene w ith 
cliffeting business details on the reverse . Most seem to 
date from the late 1800s until the early 1900s. The 
use of a map series is fai rly cornmon in French cards 
and later passed into the production of postcards. 

1. Educatio nal cards 
These were purely to provide info rmatio n fo r 
children i. e. tell th em things they o ught to knowl 
They were in an easily handled format and tended 

to have either a blank back o r printed text related 
to th e informati o n on the front of the card. They 
were provided by a parent or govern ess . 

2 . R eward cards seem to have been mainly for 
good attendance or good timekeeping and were 
suppli ed by the School Board to schools and gi ven 
out by the H eadmaster. They tended to have a pre­
printed outline panel for the school to complete and 
printed text related to the infomn tio n o n the front 
o f the card . 

3. Trade ca rds usually had the nam e, address 
and o utline infomu ti o n on a specifi c business. 

4. Advertising cards usually had trade informati on 

Examples with 
Raphael Tuck & 
So11s impri11t. 
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as above and specific brand or trademark infom1ation. 
To date we know that Bognard was at 5, Rue de la 
Perle in Paris. Examples of his reward cards are 
"England, Scotland, Ireland. " Signed and dated by 
the headmaster, A. C. Harris of Effra-Parade School 
1885/6 [the 6 overlays the 5] "School Board for 
London;" "Somerset, Dorset, D evon , Cornwall, " a 
reward card signed and dated by the headmaster 
1887 "School Board for London," and "Seine 
Inferieure", a blank back card. There are many 
other cards by Bognard seen by the writer and 
believed from memory to be trade cards i.e.back 
printed with the names of businesses. We would 
also like to establish which of the cards were 
produced first- reward , educational or trade cards? 

The Raphael Tuck envelope has the title 
"EDUCATIONAL SERIES THE UNITED 
KINGDOM THE WHOLE OF THE COUN­
TIES OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, IRELAND 
& WALES, WITH LEADING PLACES OF 
INTEREST IN EACH ILLUSTRATED IN 22 
PICTORIAL MAPS INCLUDING TWO SEPA­
RATE MAPS OF LONDON & THE WHOLE 
OF THE KINGDOM. With descriptive infonmtion 
on each Map. ONE SHILLING, COMPLETE, 
RAPHAEL TUCK & SONS. FINE ART 
PUBLISHERS LONDON, NEW YORK, PARIS 
& BERLIN. [NB. The easel, palette & brushes with 

R T & S monogram Trade Mark shown was not 
awarded until 1881]. The cards are as follows: 
1 ENGLAND ,SCOTLAND,IRELAND [and 
Wales but not present in the title]. 
2 ESSEX, MIDDX, LONDON, KENT , 
SURREY, SUSSEX 
3 WAR WICK, WORCESTER, HEREFORD , 
GLOUCESTER 
4 NOR THANTS , HUNTS , CAMBS , 
BEDFORD, HERTS , BUCKS, OXFORD 
5 LINCOLN, NOTTS, DERBY, LEICS , 
RUTLAND 
6 N HUMBERLAND , DURHAM, CUMBER­
LAND , W MORELAND 
7 NORFOLK, SUFFOLK 
8 YORKSHIRE, LANCASHIRE 
9 CHESHIRE, STAFFORD, SHROPSHIRE 
10 BERKS, WILTS, HANTS 
11 SOMERSET, DORSET, DEVON, CORN­
WALL 
12 NTH WALES 
13 STH WALES 
14 LONDON 
15-18 SCOTLAND- No individual names 
19-22 IRELAND- LEINSTER, CONNAUGHT, 
ULSTER, MUNSTER 
This particular set of22 maps of the British Isles has 
infonnation text on population, trade etc. which is 
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p1inted in black ink. The equivalent Bognard 
Reward cards have the information and reward box 
printed in a nux of red and black inks (above) . The 
maps are sepia and p1inted in colour in pastel shades 
of blue, green, pink, yellow and orange. Kent is 
grouped with Essex, Middlesex, London, Surrey 
and Sussex and on this map London encompasses 
Greenwich and Woolwich [post 1888 Act]. All the 
maps are surrounded by sepia views. 

If anyone can provide information about these 
cards and their publishers please let the editor know 
or contact Tony Burgess raburgess@btintemet.com 

LONDON 
'' Modern. Babylon" ~s the Metropolis IS sometimes called, 

t;; the l;ugest , busiest, poorest, ricbt>5t. 3nd mod populous city in the 
World. The ancient .. Gill! of J.on.fon" measured about On( 
\quare mile -; and tllat portion ,,f the .l1ctropolis slill retaio~ most or 
its privileges distioct in res!)t!rt or iB government, at the head o 
Nhith is lhe •· Lorrl Atayor ••. 

Three centuries ago, the •· ftft•tropolis" me:~sured two squart 
miles, now it extends over i ~O St] . m., on whirb area are erected mor. 
U1an half a zniJ iion bouSt."'S. The~.: huild~ngs, if placed in a row 
wvuld reach :~.000 111iles. .\ nd the 3Cea over which pJiice conlro. 
extends (a 15 mile radius) is more than ";00 sq11are m1lea. The 
" Population " about 4 millions, equal• thai of all llolland, IS 
greater than that or Scotland, and is double that or '' Denmark". 
There are 2,500 mHrs of sewers underneath 2,000 miles \Jr streets and 
ro..1ds. Our " Bab:~ton" uses 1!.0 million bra lions of water daily . 
The cost of li~bting "London'' with gas is o\'er £ 3,000,000 a year. 
There ar.e more than 10.000 cabs in d3ily use; and 13,000 police are 
employed. The Foreigners number 100.000 and there are more 
Rom.an Catholics thao in Rome itself i more Jews than in 
lhe whole of Palestine ; more Irish than in Dublill. ; more 
Scotchmen. tb::tn io Edtnburgh; more 1f'ef~h than 10 Ca,·dijf. 

•' London " has 1,000 ships and 9,000 sailors in its port e\·ery 
day. It has 23,000 persons l!\'ing to common lodging houses, 1.20,000 
habitual criminals, and as many taverns as would reach from Chn.­
rin.g Cros3 to Portsmouth, a dist.a.nre of 73 miles. Such is lhe 
immensi:y of •' Morfcrtt Babylon ". 
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TH€ CA~ON OAR."-GAll€RY 
Scotland's MaP Heritage Centre 
181-183 Canongate 
Royal Mile, Edinburgh EHB BBN 

Scotland~- only Specialist for 
Original Antiq11e Maps and Sea Charts 
of all pans of the world 
16th-19th century 

Mon....Sat 10.30 am- 5 30 pm A. CARSON CLARK. FR G s . FBCut.S 

Thousands of Stock items : original maps of the World & Continents 
Countries- Provinces- Counties- City Plans- Post Roads and Msrine ChtUts 
Comprehensive selection from the 16th-19th century, plus over 150 different 
hand coloured replicss of classic maps by many of the famous esrly map makers 
including, Ortelius, Mercstor, Speed, Blaeu, De Wit, Coronelli, & Kitchin: 
Guild of Master Crsftsmen approved conservation framing, from fully fitted 
workshop studio on site: A secure fully insured international crating and 
shipping service for all items including those framed, now available at 
competative ra.te : 

Please quote: 'Dept IMCOS 2000 'for discounts on selected items 

Tel/fax: 0131-556-4710. Email:- scotmsp@sol.com 

.......... .. ............ , ..................... _ ... _._, ..... _ ....................................................... . . . . . 
• , \{'' ',u,J ''[~•'''''' tl• /,,,,,/ ,J' /l,l ,-,, \ fruJi- ,, i ,_/ ,.,/ 1(,, ,/ if., J,, , •• / -{, 111, df. • ./ • 
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Specialists in fine 
atlases and maps 

~nnethN ebenz.._ahl,lnc. 
P.OBox 370 
Glenme,lUtrwts 6002Z 
Plwne: 847/~Js-osTs 
'Fax-: d47/d.35-0519 

'Dealers.Appraisers, omsull:anls ~established 1957 ·Member A/JAIVILAB 

Maps - Views - Decorative Prints 

visit our selection of maps at: 

www.pettinarolimapsandprints.com 

F. Pettinaroli S.a.S. 
20121 Milano - Italy 

Piazza San Fedele 2 (ingr. da Via T. Marino) 
Tel. 0039.02.86.46.18. 75 - 0039.02.86.46.46.42 - Fax 0039.02.72.02.29.46 
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Cyms Ala 'i 
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CYRUS ALA'I 
Collector and historian cifmaps cifPersia and Tslamic classical maps 

Profile by Valerie C\\'by 

0 
ne of the most enduring and endearing 
aspects of IMCoS is the diversity of its 
membership . It is hard to think of 
another society w hich is so international 

and has members fi:om such different backgrounds 
all brought together by one conunon interest - their 
love of early maps. 

Cyrus Ala'i, member 398, and a past treasurer of 
the Society, typifies this diversity. H e was obviously 
one of the Society's very early members and 
during his 9 yea rs as treasurer from 1990 to 1999 
he restructured the accounts and their presentation. 

T he Associati on of Friends of Persian C ulture in 
Chicago recently honoured him for "distinguished 
scholarly achievement" for the book he has written 
on maps of Persia. His life has been one of continuous 
achievem ent in the face of challenges which 
would have defeated someone with less detenni­
nation. During his life (he is now in his '70s) he 
has overcom e the loss of his homeland , been 
forced to live apart from his extended family 
which scattered to Australia, America and Europe, 
and faced the problems of adj usting to an ali en 
culture . Not many people have to meet so many 

challenges in one lifetime but not only has Cym s 
done this he has gone o n to be a huge success both 
am ongst his own compatriots and in the academic 
world in England and other countri es. 

H e was born in Q azvin in N orthwest [ran and, 
after school, graduated as a M echanical Engineer 
from the Technische Uni versitat of Karlsruhe, 
Gernuny and then obtained a degree of D oktor­
Ingenieur from the T echnische Uni versitat of 
Berlin-C harlottenburg. H e returned to Iran in 1958 
and lectured at the T echnical University of 
T eheran. H e also founded and di rected a group of 
technical compani es over the next 20 years but all 
this came to an end in 1979 when he was forced to 
abandon his country and all his possessions. H e 
found his way to England where he had to learn a 
new language and start from scratch. By this time he 
had a wife and three children w ho all came with 
him to this countty and whom he had to support. 

Cyrus leam ed English and took a j ob as M anager 
of a Middle East e)I.")JOrt company and then went on 
to found his own company as a property developer 
using his engineering expertise. He was responsible 
for the conversion of an old libraty in Richmond 
which became 8 houses and 14 flats known as T he 
R etreat. This development won a N ational H ousing 
Award in 1990. H e is now retired and devotes his 
time to his hobby of map collecting. 

N evertheless, Cym s was, and still is, nostalgic 
fo r his own country and culture. T his was one of 
the motivatio ns fo r his interest in early maps and 
their history. H e had read in Tile T imes that 
"M ankind has inve nted three great fo nns of 
conununicatio n: language, m usic and mapping. 
But by far the oldest of the three is mapping," and 
this sentiment, together with his longi ng for his 
homeland, affected him deeply. 

With this mo tivati o n but with no knowledge 
o f the history of cartography, he bo ught his very 
first old map of Persia from H arrods in Londo n. " [ 
saw this beautiful map of my own country made 
in 1595 and just had to have it. I then saw that it 
was by a man named O rtelius and I was intrigued 
to know m ore abo ut him." Cyrus th en bo ught a 
second map, this time from Jonathan Potter's 
gallery, and began to acqu ire some reference 
books. It was also in Potter's gallery that he saw a 
copy of the IJVICoS )o11mal and decided to join the 
Society. At the first meeting he attended he was 



greeted by Caroline Batchelor and other m embers 
who were all helpful and welcoming and he was 
spurred on to build up a collection of European 
maps ofPersia [Iran]. This collec tion now consists 
o f more than 300 maps and is probabl y the largest 
personal collecti on in the world covering that 
area. Today he has most of the maps available and is 
not interested in acquiting different editi o ns of the 
same work. H owever, he is still seard ung for one 
map which eludes him. It is known as the "Curzon 
Map" dated 1891. This was drawn by T umer under 
the supetvision of Lord C urzon and was published by 
the R oyal Geographical Society. N o copy seems to 
be available outside libraties but he is ever hopefi.1l . 

" I have benefited tremendously fi·om my 
membership of IMC oS," he COITU11 ented. Asked 
w hat he was going to do with his co!Jectio n, C yrus 
said he would prefer to leave it to a library to be 
kept together rather than broken up. "One of my 
obj ectives is to teach Iranians about old maps in the 
context of our rich history . On the w hole they are 
not fa miliar with maps and I want them to view 
maps as documents of nati onal identi ty ." 

It was partly thi desire which led him to start 
w1iting about tl1e maps ofPersia. His first article was 
fo r The Map Collector in 1991, "Oriental Medieval 
Maps of the Persian Gulf ', and this led on to many 
more articles for other joumals and an entry in the 
Encyclopaedia Iranica. H e also wrote several articles on 
the histOLy oflslamic classical cartography. 

The award fi:om the Association of Ftiends of 
Persian C ulture was in recognition of his latest 
work, a carto-bibliography of maps of Persia which 
is undoubtedly the pirmacle of his career in collecting 

and writing. General Maps of Persia 1477- 1925 was 
released by Btill Academic Publishers at the end of 
2005 and has sold over 500 copies so far. Cyrus is 
now working on a second volume which will cover 
the more specific maps ofPersia. 

Another accomplishment has been the number 
of talks and lectures in both Persian and English to 

societi es, librari es and universities around the 
world including the W ashington M ap Society, at 
the Li brary of Congress, Bodleian Lib rary, 
O xford , University of London (SO AS), and the 
Libra1y for Irani an Studies, Londo n. 

I see Cyrus as an example to us all . With the 
support of his wife Fariba he has become a world 
renowned expert in his subj ect. The words of 
Professor Yarshater, the Director of the C enter for 
Iranian Studies at Columbia University, seem to me 
to sum it up , "Your General Maps if Persia which I 
have had the pleasure of going through, responds to 
a long-held desideratum. Scattered maps of Persia 
have been published here and there, but no compre­
hensive collection of all the maps of Persia from 
ancient to modem times had been researched and 
published. The research that you have canied out on 
the subject and the collection that you have brought 
together are unique. You have placed the academic 
community in your debt by providing a clu·onological 
sequence of the maps of Persia which clearly portrays 
the advance of geographical knowledge about Persia 
and its neighboming countries from 1477 to 1925, 
even though the story of map making is traced back 
to the yd millennium BC. M ay I congratulate you 
sincerely for this singular achievement." 

Tire first Ptolemaic 
map of Persia 
(second state) 
printed by Domenico 
de LApis in 
Bologna, 1477. 
(Courtesy of Cyrus 
Ala'i). 
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One of the maps 
from tire cabinet of 

jigsaw maps recently 
acquired by Historic 
Royal Palaces witlr 
the help of tire Art 

Fund for tire 
collection at Kew 

Palace, residence of 
Ki11g George III. 
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WORTH A LOOI( 
One piece at a time 

by Valeri e Newby 

P 
iecing together the story of characters from 
histo ry is not easy but the Art Fund has 
helped Historic R oyal Palaces to fi ll o ne 
gap in the story of Kew Palace in London. 

They have bought a cabinet of jigsaw maps that 
o nce belonged to King George III's children and 
it is currently on di splay at the Palace w hich was 
the King's sumrner retrea t. 

The mahoga ny cabinet, dating fi·om the nl.id-
1700s, was made to hold a collection of what were 
called in King George Ill 's tin1e "dissected" maps. 
These were a main feature of the nursery at Kew 
where the fanlliy lived some of the time and where 
the royal children were educated. A note inside the 

cabinet records its royal provenance and claims that 
Lady C harlotte Finch was "the inventor of dissecting 
maps... always used in teaching Geography to 
George the fourth, his Brothers and sisters." Experts 
feel that the governess was overstating her clain"l as 
some o f the jigsaw maps were made by engraver 
John Spilsbmy and others were French. 

The British LibraLy has acclaimed the maps as 
exceptionally ea rly examples ofji gsaw maps w hich 
were first produced for sale by the engraver John 
Spilsbmy in the 1760s . Som e of Spilsbu ry's 
dissected maps are included in this collecti o n , as 
well as others hand-drawn by Lady C harl otte or 
the royal children. 



The cabinet was hidden for centuries and has 
been displayed only once in 1920. It passed 
through the C1nuly of Lady Charlotte and was 
snapped up in 2000 by a foreign buyer who 
wa nted to export it to the USA. Fortunately the 
export was banned by the UK gove rnment and 
the cabinet and contents were bought by the Art 
Fund for £120,000. They donated it to Kew 
Palace and the V & A's Museum of Children. 

Sebastian Edwards, curator at Historic Royal 
Palaces said, " It is wonderful to see these little pieces 
of lustory returning to Kew where we imagine the 
royal children and their beloved govemess w ould 
have played and leam ed fi·om them. Picture the 
young filture rulers using them to grasp the scope of 
their ever-expanding empire." 

The cabinet is on display at Kew Palace (re­
opened tlus year) alongside other historic objects 
relating to royal childhood and education at Kew 
including the doll 's house belonging to King 
George III's dau ghters. 

Kcw Palace is the smallest and most intimate of 
the royal palaces. It was built about 1631 and was 
first used by the Royal Fanlliy in 1728. It was 
fi nally bought by George III in 1781 as an annex 
to the White H ouse (located where the sundial 
now stands) to accommodate his expanding 
fanu ly, subsequently beconung a more pennanent 
home for them . It will open until 28th October. 
Entrance is only allowed with a ticket to Kew 
Gardens. 

Tire map cabinet 
r.sed by tire children 
of King George III. 



OLD CHURCH GALLERIES 
Mati Harrington & Nicky Ransom 

FINE & RARE ANTIQUE MAPS, CHARTS, PLANS & 
ENGRAVINGS OF ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 

A very large stock, including Natural History, Botanical, Sporting, 
Architectural, Decorative and Topographic prints 

98 FULHAM ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON SW3 6HS 
TEL: 020 7591 8790 FAX: 020 7591 8791 

Email: sales@oldchurchgalleries.com 
Website: www.oldchurchgalleries.com 

REISS & SOHN 
Auctioneers of Rare Books, Prints & Maps 

Auction sales in April and October. 
Special auctions on geography, travel 
books and maps of all parts of the world 

Richly illustrated catalogue with detailed 
bibliographical descriptions (partly english) 
available on request and also on our website 

Adelheidstrasse 2 
D-61462 Konigstein 
30 min. from Frankfurt/Main airport 

Phone:+ 49 61 74 92 72 0 • Fax:+ 49 6174 927249 • www.reiss-sohn.de • reiss@reiss-sohn.de 

36 IMCoS Journal 



MAPPING THE NEW WORLD FOR 

THE SPANISH l(INGS 
Indigenous artists and the creation cif colonial cartography 

by Barbara E. ,\Iundy. Fordham Uni\·crsiry 

rely does one think of a place on 
Europe's periphery as being a central 
player in the history of cartography, but 
m fact, at the close of the 16th century, 

New Spain (the colonial territory that contained 
Mexico and Guatemala) saw a contest between 
two very different visions of the map. The occasion 
for this contest was an attempt by the Spanish 
government to create a precise geographic map of 
their New World territories, something that did 
not exist in the 1570s. To this end, the crown sent 
out a questionnaire asking local officials in New 
Spain to create a map of their individual districts. 1 

Two companion proj ects , one to establish latitude 
using wide-spread observations of a lunar eclipse, 
and a second, a ground survey carried out in the 
1570s, reveal that the Spanish government was 
committed to developing a mathematical model -
the graticule derived from Ptolemy- as the basis of 
a New World map. Since the questionnaire asked 
that local respondents note their latitude , it is clear 
that these local maps were meant to be set into the 
freshly minted graticule like tesserae into a mosaic. 

But crown officials' perception of the world as 
being reducible to mathematical coordinates was 
not shared among most local correspondents. Most 
residents ofNew Spain, particularly indigenous ones , 
adhered to a social model of space, one that , when 
expressed in maps, emphasizes the human 
construction of spaces, often incorporating nanatives 
of historical foundations and creation of names 
into depictions of surrounding topography2 

Of the 70-odd local manuscripts maps made as 
part of the responses to the crown questionnaire 
(called the R elaciones Geografi cas) , tv.to from 
Guatemala are of parricular interest because their 
authors clearly stood at either ends of the spectrum 
in the understanding of maps. One mapmaker 
clearly shared the crown's preoccupation with the 
correlation of space to a set of numbers; the other 
adhered to a model that emphasized the social 
phenom.enon that created spaces. Thus , the two 
Guatemala maps offer us different ways of considering 
space. 

When the royal questionnaire arrived in 1579 
to the south coast of Guatemala , a local official, 
the Alcalde Mayor Juan de Estrada, responded. 
Estrada is singular among most of the official 
respondents to the royal questionnaire, in that he 
possessed the kind of geographical and cosmo­
graphical knowledge the crown so avidly sought 
(Fig. 1). In most of the 170 textual replies from 
N ew Spain, few respondents had a clear idea of 
th e longitudinal position of their town. In 
contrast , Estrada knew about tides, and time , and 
position of the moon and we can reasonably think 
that he may have once been a mariner, likely a 
pilot. His map of Zapotitlan uses a set scale (Fig. 
2); a comparison to a modern map shows he 
depicted about 75 miles of Guatemala's southern 
coast (Fig. 3) .3 

On the map , the rivers flowing into the Pacific 
are marked with faint greenish lines; the roads in 
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Fig, 1 
Re/acio11 geografica 
map of Zapotitla11, 
G11atemala, 1579, 
From uRelacioues 
Geograficas 
Col/ectio11," 
lrttp://www ,/ib.lltexa 
s.edll/bettsoll/rg/. 
Co11rtesy of tire 
Be11so11 Lati11 
American 
Collectio.,, 
U11iversity of Texas 
at A11sti11. 

r n 



Mapping the New World 

Fig. 2 
Detail fi•om 

Re/acio11 geogvafica 
map of Zapotitla11, 

Guatemala, 1579. 
From "Relaciorres 

Geograficas 
Col/ectio11," 

http://www.lib. 11texa 
s.edu/beiiSOII/~ 

Co11rlesy of tire 
BeiiSOII Lati11 

Americarr 
Collectio11, 

U11iversity of Texas 
at Austin. 

Fig. 3 
Regio11 co11ered by 

the Re/acio11 
Geografica map of 

Zapotitla11, 
G11atemala, 1579. 
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red , and the settlements with qui ckly sketched 
grids. Estrada attributes the map to a visual survey 
he made, but he also had considerable experi ence 
translating raw vision into the polished image we 
see here. With its use of scale, a visual survey, and 
seafarer's technology, Estrada's map offers the kind 
of territorial map the crown anticipated. But we 
cannot overlook the selectivity of th e visual infor­
mation. What did Estrada choose to include? H e 
envisioned th e region under his admini strative 
control as a skein of tivers stretching fi:om mountain 
to sea. The blank spaces between the rivers arc 
fill ed with inscripti o ns in Estrada's hand , and there 
is a sea of words at the bottom of the map. M any 
of the texts describe the potential for pas turage, 
that is, ranches, a source o f quick wealth for 
Spaniards. On the map ranches dominate the 
lowlands: Estrada dismisses the large area o n the 
left of the map as too heavily wooded for cattle to 
pasture, or to be transpo rted to a Pacifi c port. 
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Estrada 's map and texts revea l his overriding 
concern with the econom.ic potential of the region 
- ranches, and transport to intern ational markets -
but they also show how he rninimi zes the human 
presence and the particular histories of this land­
scape. T owns arc, o f course, included. And it is 
not that Estrada was ignorant of the distinct his toties 
of this landscape. At centre is a mark identified as 
"Tzoncontepetl " a name in Nahuatl (the indigenous 
language o f central M ex.ico) meaning " Fo ur­
hundred hills," and these " hills" are likely the 
ruins of a pre-Hispanic civili zation . But the 
human presence on this map is mainl y conveyed 
by snull grids, to which are attached red numbers. 
The numbers represent tributari es, that is, the 
number of tax-paying indigenous households. 

For the indigenous residents of the region, 
these grids, and their residence on them, was a 
new phenomenon. For throughout the 16th 
century , Spanish settlers and priests in the New 
World gathered native peoples fro m dispersed and 
depopulated tow ns together and settled them into 
new towns laid out using a gtid plan. The friars 
charged with evangeliza ti o n argued that o nly in 
these urbani zed settlements could they be sure that 
their nati ve charges attended catechism and mass . 
For Spanish officials, dependent upo n tribute 
payments from these sam e peoples , putting nati ve 
people on the gtid made them easier to control 
and absorb o rderly political habits. This Spanish 
view of the grid may explain w hy the Juan de 
Estrada , the maker of the map of Zapotitlan , used 
it so frequently: it was conveni ent shorthand to 
show the good order of th e reign . 

But living on the gtid was rarel y a matter of 
choice for indigenous peoples. W e can gauge a 
sense of indigeno us reaction to the policy of forced 
urbanization in the letter of two fii ars , wtitten in the 
1550s . They we re bafll ed , even angry, about why 
the Maya wo uld rej ect the best of R enaissa nce 
Europe. " Amo ng all these Indians, there is not one 
who w ishes to leave behind the hut passed on to 

him by his fa ther, no r to abandon a pestilential 
ravine or dese rt some inaccessible craggy rocks," 
they wrote, " because that is where the bones of his 
forefathers rest. "~ So the gtid is an ambivalent 
symboL On one hand , it fits with a mathematical 
approach to space, where space is orga nized along 
an infinitely £lcxible yet standardized plan. But the 
grid also negates other spatial arrangements, like 
living ncar the bones of on e's an cestors, whi ch 
some humans might prefer. 

In this map , Estrada cultivates an omniscient 
view of this regio n w here the wo rld seems viewed 
by the surro unding w inds. But th e unified 
perspecti ve breaks at the top of the map, w here a 
littl e appendage of the o ther side of the mountains, 



tilted upward shows the mountain-locked town of 
Santiago Atitlan . This is also the site of the second 
map from th e Relaciones Geogr:ificas of 
G uatemala (Fig. 4). 

In contras t to the map of the Zapotitlan area, 
this map , of the lakeside town of Atitlan , is 
unsigned, and it is almost certain that the 
mapmaker was a resident of this M aya town, a 
local artist who has vividly rendered the region in 
washes of deep blue and green . In contrast to 
Estrada's map of Zapotitlan, this map of Atitlan 
presents a social rendering of space . This is not to 
say that the artist has ignored the dramatic topog­
raphy of the regio n; with the volcanos ofToliman 
an d San Pedro and Atitlan towering above the 
town, and the large lake of Atitlan lapping its 
shores . A comparison to a sa tellite image of the 
lake region reveals th e scale of the top of the n1ap 
is slightly compressed, capturing, perhaps, the 
point of view that co uld be obtained by viewing 
the region from the top of the volca no of Atitlan. 
But th e artist of this map makes no claims to math­
emati cal accuracy by inserting pictures of tools or 
scale. In fac t, th e claim to auth ori ty is made in the 

distortion of the map. At the centre of the map , is 
the heart of the town, the scale is enormous and it 
quickly diminishes outside the centre zone, a kind 
of graticule that is typical of many indigenous 
maps from N ew Spain. 

A titian, w hich at this point was a tow n of some 
1200 tributaries, or perhaps 4 or 6 thousand 
people, is shown as a simple nine- square grid; the 
town was a product of urbanization efforts spear­
headed by local Franciscans. They laid out the grid 
and large plaza, cl early labeled "Plaza de Atitlan" 
on the map. Of course, the grid we see here could 
be interpreted as the R enaissance ideal , a plan 
promulgated by the Spanish king, and given the 
intended audience of this map, that is no doubt a 
valid reading. 

But the map also offers evidence that the 
indigenous will to centre itself in the cosm os has 
reasserted itself in this newly planned town. Note, 
parti cularly, how the new sacred archi tecture of 
the town , the Franciscan monastery, as wc11 as the 
grid itself is pulled in line with the natural axis 
crea ted by Vold n de T oliman and the Vold n de 
San Pedro and the sun itself, rising in the cast. The 

Fig. 4 
Relacithr geografica 
map of Smrtiago 
Atitlarr, Guatemala, 
1584. From 
uRelaciones 
Geograficas 
Collectiorr," 
lrttp://www.lib.utexa 
s.edu!berrsorr/rg/. 
Courtesy of tire 
Bensorr Latin 
A"rericatr 
Collection, 
Urriversity of Texas 
at Austin. 
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map also presents evidence of a distinct geography. 
North and south are marked on the map, but, 
lying about 40 degrees apart on the ho rizon, they 
correspond to a Maya understanding o f the sun's 
movement, the northern and southern points of 
the solsti ce sunrise, rather than not to the compass 
points used by mariners. Such solstice observations 
were regularly made by M aya gro ups o f 
Guatemala, both in ancient and modern times5 

The social order of the town is clea r, even in 
the limited sampling of buildings the painter pres­
ents. Facing off against the monastery , on the west 
side of th e plaza, is the casas de cabildo, the local 
indigenous ruling council. D on Juan and don 
Gaspar, w hose ho uses sit o n the south side of the 
plaza , are do ubtless local nobles . And the landscape 
itself is not pi ctured as an empty space, but teem­
ing with li fe and ac tivity. Fisherman ply the lake; 
the snow capped volcano fills the air with a plume 
of smoke, and despite the centralizing urge of the 
Spanish , the lakeside is dotted with small er towns. 
So in this map, probably made by a member o f 
Atitlan's M aya conmmnity, we see a human­
centred rendering of space, attentive to bo th the 
built environment but also its integration into the 
surrounding, and , to the M aya, divinely saturated 
landscape. 

By the rrild 1580s, all the maps from the N ew 
W odd, and some eclipse observations were sent 

back to Spain; and the cosmograp hers were indeed 
disappoin ted. Because the indigeno us maps, w hich 
had considerable symboli c powe r withi n the 
conu11unities that made them , that is, to fi·ame and 
shape a reali ty that is otherwise largely ungraspable 
by individ uals, had very li ttle signifi cant authority 
outside of them . Instead of understanding them as 
offering an impo rtant alternative to how they 
thou ght about space of the N ew W orld , Spanish 
cosmograp hers dismissed them. Most of the maps 
were fo lded into accompanying texts and left to 
collect dust in the archives . 

And willie now, when we look at modern 
maps, the Spanish vision of a scale model , laid out 
on the universal grid, seems triumphant. But 
conm1unities across New Spain and Guatemala 
expressed their ideas of the surroun di ng space in 
very different ways, anchoring it in a specific set of 
historical conditions and social practi ces. And this 
view of space never went away. For, in fact, the 
conunu n.i ty maps of M exico and Guatemala arc still 
held in small towns and villages, where they are 
prized possessions, and they continue to o ffer us 
another way of looking at space that still endures. 

Notes 
1. On the proj ect, see Mundy, Barbara E. 1996. The 
Mappi11g of New Spa i11 : l lldigeiiOIIS Ca rtograph y a11d the 
Maps of the Relacio11 es Ceograficas. C hicago: University of 
Chicago Press . 
2. On the tradition o f indi ge no us manuscripts, see 
Boone, E lizabeth H ill. 2000 . Stories i11 Red a11d Black: 
Pictorial Histories of the A z tecs a11d Mix tecs . Austin: 
U niversity of T exas Press. 
3 . In regio ns on th e economic periphery of the Spanish 
state, crown offi cials were left in charge of large juris­

dictions, and th e evidence is that they exerted only 
minimal power over the region . Instead, the crow n left 
much of the control of th e region in the hands of 
encomenderos, Spaniards who were rewarded for service 
to the crown w ith block grants of Indian labour. Th ese 
grants were given fo r generations, and while in central 
Mexico, the crown reasserted its control over th e Indian 
labour fo rce by the 17th centu ry, to the south , th ere 
were still fun ctio ni ng encomiendas into th e 18th 
centu ry. See Gerhard , Peter. 1993 . Th e southeast f roll tier 
of New Spai11. R..ev. ed. N o rman: Un iversity of 
Oklahoma Press. 

4. T he friars, T omas de Cardenas and J uan de T orres, 
were writi ng to C harles V. Thei r letter is quoted in 
Lovell , W. George. 1992. Co11ques t a11 d s111vival in colo11ial 
Guatemala: a historica l geograpl1y of the Cuchwnata11 
Highla11ds, 1500- I 82 I. Montreal and Bu ffa lo : MeG ill­
Q ueen's U niversity Press . 
5. Aveni , Amh ony. 1980. Sk ywatchers of Ancie11 t Mexico. 
Austin and Lo ndon: U ni versity of T exas Press. 
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A VIE\V OF JERUSALEM 
and a bit cif detective vvorh 

by ha 'vVajntraub 

This article was beillg worked 011 by Ill )' husba11d, 
Dr Gi111pel Waj11traub, at the ti111e of his dea th in 
A ugust 2006. I decided to ji11ish it as a tribute to hi111 . 
His love of maps and vie111S of the land of Israel and all 
his publicatious gave his life a special 1/lea llin.g aud 
e11abled us to meet wondeiful people all 011er the world . 
Gi111pel married into a f amily of 111ap co llectors because 
111)' f ather, Karl Ha11dler, was one of the three leading 
collectors of maps of tlte Holy La11d (the others were Dr 
Hermann M.Z. 1\1.eyer a11d Era11 Lao1). i\lly f ather ga ve 
!tis maps to the Israel Museum and partly to the Haifa 
Mariti111e Muse11111 aud Gi111pel decided it li'O llid be a 
nice gesture to do uate a 111 ap roo111 i11 the // ell' 11/liSellm 
iu Karl 's 11a111 e. Fro 111 that ti111e on Ill )' husba11d looked 
at these 111aps in a dijfere11t way and decided to build his 
011'11 111odest collectio11 . Soon the bou11 da ries of the H oly 
La11 d were 11 ot sufficient explorer's 111aferial and Gi111pel 
fo ulld eve1y possible good reason to go abroad. It was a ti111e 
wheu you could still ji11d precious old nwps in little village 
book shops without tl1e Sotl-1eby's catalogue pro111inently 
displayed. IM1 e11 Gi111pel retired from delivering babies at 
the Share Z edek Medical Centre in J ewsalem he became 
a collector and !/!rote !tis book H ebrew Maps of the 
H oly Land as well as 111any articles on the subject. 

T
he view of J erusalem , part o f w hich is 
shown below, has long been a subj ect o f 
our cmiosiry. It is a beautiful view on 
six sheets (930 x 1320mm) with no 

name on it except that of the printer, H endrick 
va n H aestens. W e saw th e original many years ago 
in the Harvard M ap C ollection, N ew York. 

Many views of Jerusalem have passed through 
our hands but we have never been as enchanted as 
we were by the sheer detail and artistry in this w ork. 
This view is unique because it shows over 200 
buildings and places by number and is beautifi.1lly 
drawn in great detail . Most views of j erusalem were 
created out of piery and were designed to be 
included in bibles and theological texts as well as in 
chronicles of pilgri mages . Many of the cartogr::tph e r~ 

had never been to the H oly Land but had based 
their works on the work of others. The views served 
as a medium of conveying information, as a view­
point, and as a concept. 

We sought to find the creator of this view 
entitled "Hie Rosolima Sancta D ei C ivitas" but 
the only clue available was the name of the 
ptinter/ publisher H endri ck van H aestens and the 
date and place (Leiden 1598) which appeared in a 
ca rto uche in French at the lower ri ght corner of 
the sixth sheet. Van H aestens turned out to be a 
rather unusual person. H e was a publisher and 

Eva and Gimpel 

Waj11tra11b (left), 

lo11g term members 

of IMCoS. Gimpel 

died i11 2006 a11d 

Eva still lives i11 

tl!ei•· l!ome i11 

]er11salem. 
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A View of Jerusalem 

Fig 2. 

Tire view of 

Jerusalem prirrted by 

Herrdrick varr 

Haestens, Leiderr, 

1598. 

printer but not an engraver so somebody else must 
have nude the printing plates. We also wondered 
how the plates came into the hands ofVan Haestens. 

The view is oriented towards the east and 
depicts the city in detail with its neighbourhoods, 
buildings, walls, gates and lively scenes from the 
life of J esus. Military camps showing the different 
besiegers of Jerusal em can be seen as well. 

In o ur search for infonnation about Van 
H aestens we approached many map libraries . The 
only infomution w hich emerged was reference to a 
large battle scene w hich Van H aestens had 
published showing the war against the Spanish in 
the N etherlands1• Fortunately we then came across 
Dr Anna Simoni , an authority on 16th and 17th 
century Dutch ptinters, who was £1Illiliar with him. 

Van Haestens was born around 1566 in 
Gelderland and was active as a printer/publisher in 
Leiden and Louvain. Unlike many other artists and 
craftsmen who em.igrated from the south to the 
north, he migrated in the opposite direction. H e 
arrived in Louvain about 1622 and continued to 
work there until his death in 1629. W e also found a 
reference to h.im in connection with the Dutch 
version of C h.ristiaan van Adtichom's 71Jeatnllll Te/Tae 
Sa11cta, Koln, 1584, which contained a map of 
Jerusalem , "Clare besch.rijuinge va n der stadt 
Jerusalem ... , B. Leyden bij H endr. Lodowijjcks zoon 
(van H aestens) voor Han11, Amsterdan1 1598 .. . "2 . 

It is known that Van H aestens was a devout 
Cathol.ic w ho printed a book about a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem3, the first edition of which appeared 
in 1620, the year that he settled in Lo uvain. H e 
also wrote an acco unt o f the siege ofOstend 1601 -
1604 with 14 engraved plates. 

Anna Simoni wrote4 "The odd manner in 
which Van Haestens both hid and revealed him.self 
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as printer of Bockenberg's pilgrimage can be 
explained if the book is seen as a tes t piece he 
produced to subm.it to the authOtiti es at Louvain 
or elsewhere in the South . Had he ptinted the 
book in the Spanish N etherlands, during perhaps 
an exploratory stay, he could have given it a true 
imprint and come to no ham1. But in H oiland, 
Catholic books were officially frown ed upon and 
therefore it was, to say the least, prudent to 
disguise its Lei den origins. Yet to make sure that 
the book could be recognized as his own work , 
Van H aestens added his mo nogram ornament: a 
clever ruse . H e furthermore probably printed only 
a small edition of it [the book], w hich then, 
having fulfilled its purpose and helped to gain him 
his Louvain appointment, led to renewed demand 
and thus to a new edition in 4° of 1628 under the 
title "W aerachtighe Beschryivinghe van d'oude 
ende nieuwe Stadt Jerusalem," bearing his 
imprint: "Loven, H enr. van Haestens. "5 

After going through our collection of 16th century 
views of Jerusalem we realised with am azement that 
this view of Jerusalem by Van Haestens was sim.ilar 
in appearance to the work of Christiaan van 
Adrichom (1533-1585), Leiden 158-1 . T h.is led us to 
the concl usion that th.is view was a copy, or at least 
based, on the work of Van Adtichom . 

It is to the credit o f Van Ad1ichom (Adti chem , 
Adricho m.i us), a learned pries t and surveyor of 
D elft, w ho included a view of Jeru salem in his 
book Theatn1111 Terrae Sanctae,6 that he was able to 
identifY to pographically the Statio ns of the C ross 
and to determ.ine their number. H e is the first 
scholar w ho showed 14 Stations, still visited today, 
from the Palatium Pilati to all foll owing Stations 
up to the grave of J esus. Before the time of van 
Adri chom , the number of Stations vari ed between 
11 and 31. Van Adrichom. di ed in Cologne 
w hereas Van H aes tens, who was born in 
Gelderland and lived in Leiden, di ed in Louvain. 

Van Adri chom gives th e sources of his wo rk 
w hich in cl uded , am o ng o th ers, Josephus, 
Pto lemy, Bu chard of M o unt Z ion and the 
panorama view of the H oly Land and Jerusalem of 
R euwich. Adrichom was a relative of the D utch 
human.ist, Martin D orp , and was in contact with Sir 
Thomas More and Erasmus. During the uprising in 
th e Spanish N etherlands he fled to Cologne and 
became R ector of the Augustini an monastery 
'Naza reth. ' Befo re his dea th , va n Adri chom 
appears to have give n the manusc ript of the last 
tw o volumes o f his Th eatmm, w hich included the 
view of the Holy Land, to the printer and copper 
engraver Georg Braun, who published it in 1588. 

The Van Adtichom view of Jerusalem was on 
two sheets measming 37 x 47 em each and remained 
the definitive layout of the Holy City until the 
discoveties during excavations in the 19th century. 



Georg Braun and Franz Hogenberg added Van 
Adri chom's view ofjemsalem to the fourth volume 
of their work Cil;itates Orbis Terran1111 (6 volumes) 
published in Cologne, 1588 7 It is quite possible 
that Van Haestens, who spent almost a year in 
Cologne, came into contact with Braun and 
Hogenberg and some of the other engravers and 
printers involved with the Civitates. Unfortunately 
we have not been able to find any evidence that 
Van Haestens met Braun and Hogenberg while in 
Cologne. However, looking at the two views it 
becomes obvious that the 1584 view by Van 
Adrichom was the basis for the Van Haestens view 
of 1598. The presentation of the Holy City was 
elaborated and developed by Van Haestens but 
defin atcly copied from Van Adrichom. 

Notes: 
1. Henrick Lodcwij cxsoon van H acstc ns, Beschrij11inghe, 
des Machtigen Heyrtochts uyt Hollandt uae Vlauderen, gedaen 
by de Hoog111 , Heeren Staten Gene rae/ der Vereenichde 
Nederlanden, Vau ghelijckeu de Bloedige ende Strenge 
Beli;f?eringe der Stadt Oostende . ... De twcedc cd itie met 
vlijt oversien, vcrgroot cndc verbetert. Leiden, Hen rick 
Hacstcns, 1614. Sec also Anna E.C. Simoni, 77te Oste11d 

StOI)'· Early Tales o_( the Grear Sie)ie a11d the 111ediatittg Role 
of He11rick va11 Hacste11s . 't Goy-Houtcn, 2003, and 

C hristian Coppens, "Steadfast I hasten: the Louvain 
printer H enrick van Ha(e)stens, ., Quarendo, XV11, 3 
and 4 (1987) pp. 185-204. 
2. R einh o ld Ri:ihri cht , Bibliotheca Geographica 
Palaestinae, Universitas Bokksellers (reprint), J erusalem 
1963. p.2l 0. 
3. vVaerachtighe besdnijvinghe van d'o ude e11de nieu111e stadt 
Jerusale111, a/sao die get11eest is tell tijde11 OIISes salidunaeckers 
Jes11 Christi, e11de daer uae ghedestrueert. Beschreveu 11a11 Fl . 
Josephus ende Hegesippus, alsoo die oock teghellltloordich is, 
bereyst mde beschrellell va11dw eerweerdige11 Jacob 
Boeckenberch e11de Hiero11y111us Scheyt, i11de11 jaer 1600 end 
1612, Tot Loven 1628, gedruckt by Hendrick van 
H astens, [90]p.: ill.:4". 
4. Anna E.C. Simoni, " Henrick van H acstcns, from 
Leiden to Lou vain via 'Cologne"' in Quaere11do, Vol. 
XV, 3 (1985), p.1 87-194. 
5. Ditto, p.191. 
6. C hristiaan van Adrichom , Tlteatrum Terrae Sanctae et 
biblicanntt historianun Cl/111 tabu/is geographicis aere expressis, 
Coloniae Agrippinac , Godofr. Kcmpensis, 1584, 8°. 
7. Georg Braun and Franz Hogen berg, Cit;ifates Orbis 
Terrawnt, Cologne, 1572-1 617, Volume 4 1588. 

AcknO\vledgements: 
I would like to thank David Cobb for introducing 
us to this treasure. 
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WATTIS FINE ART 

S pecialists in Antique Maps of Asia, 

South East Asia and China 

www.wattis.com.hk 

WATTIS FINE ART 
20, Hollywood Road 2/F. Central, Hong Kong 

Tel. (852)2524 5302 • Fax. (852)2840 1723 • E-mail. info@wattis.com.hk 
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CONTACT US: 

TOll FREE USA ONLY 

800-748-9946 

EMAIL: MAPMAN@ECSIS.NET 

FAX: 731-836-9017 

INTERNATIONAL 
CALLS: 

731-836-9057 

;!OOurrap f!)ubson ~ ~ntiquartan 
rti3ook~. jjlllap~. ~rint~ & <!elobe~ 

THE OLD PosT OFFICE 

I 09 S. CHuRCH Sr. * P.O. Box 163 " HALLS, TN 38040 

20,000+ ANTIQUE MAPs, I OO's OF POCXET i WALL MAPs 
I 0,000+ ATlASES, EXPLORATIONS, AND GEOGRAPHIES, TRAVEL GUIDES i HISTORIUC'AI../DECORATIVE PRJNTS 

1,200+ WORLD GLOBES OF All SIZES i DATES 

VISIT US ON THE WEB! 
WE I-lAVE ONE OF THE LARGEST SITES FOR 

MAPS & GLOBES ON THE WEB[ 

WWW.MURRAYHUDSON.COM 

Antique Map Price Record 
CD-ROM -Volume 22 (1983-2007) 

The annual guide to the antiquarian map trade 

Fully, and quickly, searchable 
Over 113,000 price records 
Over 4 7,000 separate map titles 
Over 49,000 carto-bibliographical citations 
Overl3,000 records linked to hi-res images 
Available forMS/Windows or Macintosh 

MapRecord Publications 
www.maprecord.com 

60 Shepard St. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
USA 
Tel: 1-617-661-3718 Fax: 1-617-868-1229 
e-mail: JeremyPool@comcast.net 

~ ~-, · . ~ ....... 
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A picture taken at 

tire Rocky Mountain 

Map Fair last year. 
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MAPPING MATTERS 

Seventh Rocky Mountain Map Fair 
The Rocky Mountain Map Society is hosting its 
seventh annual antique map fair on 14th_J5th 
September at Denver Central Library in Colorado, 
USA. More than 15 dealers from the United States 
and Europe have signed to display their maps. The 
fai r is open on the Friday from 5pm to 8 pm and 
on Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm. For further details 
visit the Society's website: W\vw.RMmaps.org 

The Story of Pocahontas 
The stmy ofPocahontas, daughter of chiefPowhatan, 
who was sent across the Atlantic to England about 
400 years ago, is told in an exhibition at the 
American Museum in Briwn at Clavcrton Manor, 
Bath. The exhibition, entitled "Atlantic Crossings" is 
open until 28th October and also tells the story of 
explorers, adventurers. and would-be settlers who 
lefi: England for the New World about the same 
time. On illsplay are maps and prints from the 
museum's collection. Also being held at the museum 
is a semillar entitled "New World Cartographies: 
Mapping America 1500 - 1776 from 2nd-Jrd 
November. The plenary address is to be given by 
Professor Matthew H. Edney, Director of the 
History of Cartography Project at the University of 
Wisconsin and Associate Professor and Faculty 
Scholar at the Osher Map Library and Smith Center 
for Cartographic Education at the Uruversity of 
Southem Maine. Further infomution and registration 
at http:/ /www.rai .ox.ac.uk/seminarslindex.html 

6th Paris Map Fair 
To be held on Saturday, lOth November, at Hotel 
Ambassador, 16 Bd Haussmann, 75009 Paris with 
more than 35 international dealers offering old 
maps, atlases, views and globes. For further infor­
mation visit www.map-fair.com 

Breda Map and Book Fair 
This will be held on 2Jrd and 24th November in 
the Grote Kerk situated in the centre of Breda in 
The N ethe rlands. Organised by Stichting 
Historische Cartografie van de Nedcrlandcn. 
There will be 30 map and booksellers from 
Europe and the USA. Admission 6 Euros. 

Festival of Maps in Chicago 
New events arc being announced ail the time for 
the hu ge Festival of Maps being held in 
November thi s yea r In C hi cago, Illinois. 
Exhibitions are being mounted in instituti ons ail 
ove r the city. They will include "European 
Cartographers and the Ottoman World 1 500-
1750: Maps from the Collection ofO.J. Sopranos" 
which will be showing from 2nd November, 2007 
until 2nd March, 2008. This exhibition of maps, 
portolan charts and atlases demonstrates the power 
of maps to reflect and shape geographical knowledge 
of that part of the world we know today as the 
Middle East. Venue is the Oriental Institute 
Museum of the University of C hicago. The 
Newbeny Library is featuring two exhibitions, 
"Chicago and the Mapping of the American 
West" tracing the link between the mapping and 
the conception of the American West over five 
centuri es and "Ptolemy's Geography in the 
Renaissance" which will examine how the ancient 
geographical work ofPtolemy was transformed by 
a succession of Renaissance editors, some of the 
greatest cartographers and geographical thinkers of 
the 15th and 16th centuries. Further details of other 
exhibitions and events on the festival website 
www.festivalofma s.or 

New Series of "Maps and Society" Lectures 
The seventeenth series of lectures (2007-2008) in 
the history of cartography, convened by Catherine 
Delano Smith and Tony Campbell, will begin on 
1st November 2007. Dr Keith Lilley (Department 
of Geography, Archaeology and Palaeoecology, 
Queen's University, Belfast), will talk about 
"Mapping the Realm: New Perspectives on the 
Gough Map of Great Britain (c.1280-c.1360)" at 
The Warburg Institute. University of London, 
Woburn Square, London W C 1 H OAB at Spm. 
Admission free. See advertisement on page 24 in 
this issue for full details. 
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BOO!( REVIE\VS 
A lool~ at recent publications 

The Mapping of North America II by Philip D. 
Burden. Raleigh Publications, Elmcote House, 
The Green, Rickmansworth, H crts WD3 3HN , 
UK. 2007. Pages 66 + 540; 12 colo ur plates and 
392 black-and-white illustrations. ISBN 978- 0-
9527733-1-3. Hardback, price £ 175 or US$325. 
Sec website \Nww.caburden. com fo r ordering and 
fo r deta ils o f postage ra tes . 

T here must be very few IMCoS members who 
arc not aware of Philip Burden's large volume The 
Mappi11g if America I which encompassed al l the North 
Amctican maps (41 0 in number) from the period 
1511 to 1670. This second volume moves forward 
thi rty years to 1700, describing a furth er 364 maps. 

Seym our Schwartz provides a succinct foreword 
to the work and comments on the spread of 
Bri tish colonisation throughout the 17th century, 
coupled with French expansion south and west­
wards and the revised geographical relationship 
between Califo rnia and the rest of the continent. 
T here was thus an increase in the num ber of maps 
of parts of North America over this time and in 
co nsequence m ore historical and geographical 
detail to be anal ysed and presented . 

First, however, there is a lengthy Corr(genda & 
A ddenda which parallels the equivalent section in the 
reviewer's own The Mappi11g if the World and assembles 
infom1ation brought to light since publicati on of 
volu me I. Burden's valuable Corrige11da & Adde11 da 
covers no less than 142 such items, some of which 
arc substantial entries describing ' new' maps. T here 
is then an infom1ative llltrodllcfioll or overview of 
N orth American cartographical developments fro m 
1670 - 1700 accompanied by 15 colour plates . T he 
main carto-bibliography maintai ns the numerical 
sequence of entries, sta1ting with en tty 411 as volume 
I concluded with entty 41 0. Particularly helpfi.u are 
the commendably clear black-and-w hite plates, 
usually one (and in a few cases two) for each entry. 

T he textual entries themselves are fi.tll and 
detailed, sometimes extending over more than one 
page. For instance, the conm1entary on the important 
No rth American map of 1700 by C laude and 
Gu illaume De L' Isle takes up rwo pages wi th t:wo 
plates and a listing of seven states up to 1718. In 
addition there is acknowledgement of the map's 
in flu ence on PietTe Monier c. 1707, Petrus Schenk 
1708, Jeremiah Wolff c.171 0, the C hatelain fim1 
1713, and Tobias Conrad Lotter 1772. As well as 
histotical, social and geographical info rmation, 
Burde n places the map-maker and/ or publisher in 

context and deals as fully as practicable with subse­
quent editions and states, including publications post-
1700. R eferences arc cited in brief as are a selection 
of locations. The only criticism I might levy (and not 
in all cases) is that the artistic detail of cartouches 
(fauna, fl ora, peoples, classical attributes, navigational 
insttuments etc) is given less attention than deserved. 

As in volume I, there are several usefi.tl appendices, 
including Lost M aps; California as an Island; and 
First o n Ameri can M aps. There is also a full 
alphabeti cal titl e index and a bibliography. 

Philip Burden's two volumes fom1 an unrivalled 
colossus of North Amctican mapping. The binding 
of the review copy of volume II in my hands appears 
fim1 and, unless seri ously abused, unlikely to suffer 
from the wea kening experienced by some 
purchasers of the fi rst volume. I thoro ughly 
conunend this work to collectors, dealers, museum 
and instiru tional curators, geographers, historians 
and others alike. 

R odney Shirley 
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Book rcYicws 

Road-Books, Road-Maps, & Itineraries of Great 
Britain 1535 to 1850. A Catalogue annotated 
for Devon & Cormvall by Francis Bennett. 
Published by, and available fi·om , the author at 
Menryn , Newton Ferrers , Devon PL8 lBW. 
2007. 63 black and white illustrations. Pages i -
vi, 1 - 1-+4, plus -1- pp. index. Paperback. o 
ISBN. Price £14 from the author. 

The Roads of Devon & Cornwall by Francis 
Bennett. Published by, and available fi·om, the 
author as above. 2007. 19-1- pp. Black and white 
illustrations throughout. Paperback. o ISB 
Price £1-1-. 

Francis Bennett is co-author with Kit Batten of 
the two volume carte-bibliography The Pri11ted Maps 
o_(Devo11 and The Victoria11 Maps ofDel'Oil. He explains 
that the two books reviewed here stand alone as well 
as complementing each other, the second book 
having arisen out of the research for the first. 

The first book is a reference catalogue which 
Francis Bennett likens to a revised issue of Sir Herbert 
Fordham's Tire Road-Books & lri11eraries o_( Crem Brirai11 
first published in 1924 which he acknowledges is his 
prima1y source. Francis follows Fordham's definition 
of a road-book with two changes: he includes road­
maps drawn specifically to show the extent of roads 
but excludes Victorian guide-books. He also includes 
manuscript maps on which roads are shown. 
Although the catalogue is annotated to show those 
works relevant to Devon and Comwall it is complete 
for the whole of Great Britain. 
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Despite the book's title, the first map is the 
Gough map of c.1360 followed by Leland, Grafton, 
Stow and Holinshed. After these classic works the 
list continues with names well known to any collector 
ofBritish county maps, and many more probably not 
so well known. If an atlas has parts specific to Devon 
and Comwall these are listed in some detail but the 
general reference is available for the collector of any 
county. The detailed list ends in 1845 but there are 
two appendices; the first a selection of maps and 
books issued for tourists on bicycle or by car, the 
second a list of plans drawn specifically for the repair, 
maintenance or establishment of roads in Devon and 
Comwall, especially tumpikes. 

There are some spelling mistakes, typographical 
inconsistencies and some illustrations that appear 
to be 'out of focus' but apart fi·om these minor 
critic isms this is a well researched listing. I 
suspect it will become the sta ndard cata logue of 
road-books following on fi·om Fordham but I 
wou ld have liked to see each entry numbered to 
assist in using the list for reference purposes. 

The second book, Tize Roads o_f Del'oll & 
Corlllua/1, is 'an histm;cal joumey along the tracks 
and roads of the West Counny. .. ' . Starting at the 
end of the Ice Age in 6000 BC we are taken along 
the Roman roads, through the Middle Ages, to the 
Tudor and Stuart pe1;od including the start of a 
Royal Postal service which was expanded to serve 
the general public by Charles I in 1633. The histmy 
continues throughout the Georgian pet;od with the 
introduction of mail and stage coaches creating 
problems with road maintenance. The constant 



need to repair the roads led to the Tumpike Act to 
raise money and this, together with tolls on various 
bridges, is well documented for the region covered 
in the book. The chapter on Victmian travel deals 
with the effect the coming of the ra il ways had on 
the fi nancing of the road netvvork which became 
more acute with the abandonment of the Tumpike 
system. All these journeys arc li nked and illustrated 
by reference to the vatious road-books and almanacs 
published at the time for the benefit of the traveller. 
The anival of the bicycle and finally the petrol 
d1ivcn motor car saw changes in the type of road­
book required by the public. This is not a reference 
book but, with its numerous anecdotes, would 
make an ideal bedtime read. It will be appreciated by 
those interested in the mapping of the two counties, 
the regional histmian and the postal histmian . 

Dr Adrian Al mo nd 

Leo Belgic us . An illustrated and annotated 
carto-bibliography. Revised Second Ed ition by 
H .A.M. van dcr Hcijden. Publi shed by Canaletto, 
Alphen aan den Rijn, The Netherlands, 2006. 121 
pp., illustrated in black and white with some 
colour. ISB 906-t-69-6-t-t-6. 

The layout. composition, and appearance of this 
second edition is virtually identical to the first which 
appeared in 1990. It consists of seven chapters 
<~ecording to whether one is in the presence of the 
"Lion Rampant Facing Right" (chapter A), a 
"Sitting Lion Facing l:zjght" (chapter B), a "Lion 
Rampant Facing Right in F. Strada E Bello 
Bclgico" (chapter C), a "Lion Passant Facing Left" 
(chapter D), a "Lion Rampant Facing Right with 

Equestrian Figures" (Chapter E), a Dutch lion i.e. a 
"Leo Hollandicus'' (chapter F), or, finally, whether 
one of the "Special Lion Maps" (chapter G). 

Van dcr Hcijdcn has employed the 
International Standard Bibliographic Descri ption 
for Cartographic Mate rials ISBD (CM) in order to 
easi ly identifY the maps and their respective states; 
an important aspect for researchers who wish to 
find a particular map in any given library. The 
introductory note on the iconology has been 
augmented with additional attractive examples of 
maps representing human figures or animals. 

The photographs of the lions are generally good 
and of a size that pcnnit the reader to admire their 
beauty and also to read some of the ptinted text 
quoted by the author. However, in many instances 
the quoted texts arc il legible as the p1int is too small. 
As for the first edition, the author has gone to 
considerable effort to identifY additional examples 
of the 'Leo Belgicus', to put dates 1ight and to 
provide extremely useful background infom1ation 
about the political situation of the pe1iod dULing 
which these maps were engraved and published. I 
found the " ote" which accompanies most of the 
maps captivating and most informative. Of many 
examples let me point the reader to the infonnation 
regarding maps 1 ami 2, the seties of maps 21 and 
22 where Louis XIV unashamedly points to the 
counttics he intends to occupy and annex, and the 
Leo Hollandicus maps when the 17 Provinces had 
ceased to exist as such. 

T hese are aspects of poli tical relevance mai nl y 
concerning today's Benelux countries and their 
conunon historic background. Other "Notes" 
cover details regarding the map makers, engravers 
and publishers. or details of issues and various 
states of maps. 1 am convinced that most collectors 
would dearly love to be able to compare the various 
states of the maps in their Leo Belgicus collection. 
The conu11cnts about Tooley's publication on the 
lion maps arc not very helpful since the "booklet 
has been out of print for a long time, a reprint is 
not to be expected" and one wo uld "have to make 
do with a photocopy." But available fi·om whom:> 
Hardly anyone wi ll be in a position to make 
comparisons between van der Heijdcn's work and 
that ofR.V.Tooley. 

The multilingual reader will face no great prob­
lem in diving into a most captivating text. Others 
will ha\'e to be a little more patient but will detive 
equal pleasure in reading this second edition. It does 
(one has to be fair) contain a sufficient amount of 
translations into English of miginal Dutch, Gem1an 
and Latin text passages. However, many are still lcfi: 
in their otiginallanguagc. In my opinion this second 
edition is a "must have" reference work. 

Rolph Langlais 
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Can anyone tell Dr 
Barbara Tlwmas 

more about her map 
- Regionvm 

Circvm Polarivm 
Lapponiae 

Islandiae et 
Groenlandia 

Novae et V eteris 
Nova Descriptio 

Geographica 
1701? 
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You WRITE TO Us 

Map for identification 
At the coll ectors' meetin g in April I showed 
men1bers this map. N obody was able to provide 
me with a definiti ve identification so I would 
like to ask if anyone else can help? I do know 
that it is dated 1701 as that date is written in the 
ca rtouche. In case the titl e cannot be read clea rl y 
it is "R egionvm C ircvm Polarivm Lappo niac 
lslandiae et Grocnlandia N ovae et Veteris N ova 
D escripti o Gcographica ." I would like to know 
its prove nance and also the name of the ca rtogra­
pher and , of course, any other info rmati o n w hich 
is available. Please reply via the Editor. 

Barbara Tho mas (Dr), Godalming , Surrey, 
England 

Postscript to "Maps of the Spanish Armada" 
There were a couple of points I would like to add 
to Dr Adrian Almo nd 's most interesting article 
"Maps of the Spani sh Annada" in th e Summer 
2007 issue of the Journal. 

In his references he cites a work of mine Maps 
in the A tlases of tl1e British Library. H owever, it may 
not be easy to loca te the Pine atlases . T hey arc not 
class ifi ed as either T errestrial Atlases or M aritim e 
Atlases but (o n advice) as General (G) Works. 
Three collations appear in the seco nd volume under 
the entri es G .PINE-1 a,-1b and -l c. The fi rst dates 
from 1739; the latter two from the second edition 
of 1753. The third copy, G.PINE- lc, is unusual in 
that it is (as Dr Almond notes) gaudily coloured. I 
myself, perhaps more generously, would say that it 
is 'brilli antly' coloured. The atlas itself came to the 
British Museum (now British Libraty) in 1857 and 
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is unlikely to have been coloured post-acquisition. 
M y own view was that with the special mounting 
of the maps o n wide margin sheets, it may well 
have been a presentation example, perhaps for 
George II. However, it is very unusual to find 
'contemporary coloured' maps of the mid-18th 
century so my view may be spec ulative. There is 
no documentary evidence in the BL that l cam e 
across that threw any light on w hen the atlas was 
so finely colou red. 

The second point of minor interest is that l have 
an original title page of the first (1739) edition 
which was Fig.2 in the article (see illustration right). 
H owever, on the back is an early British Museum 
acq uisition stamp 'MVSEVM BRITANNICVM' 
and so l wondered ifi had come into possession of 
part of an ill egall y acquired atlas from the British 
Museum or British Library . But underneath there 
is an un cOJTtn10n red stamp saying 'l831 Duplicate 
for Sale'. It is not now the policy of the British 
Library to dispose of its duplicate maps and books 
(of which they have qui te a number) but there was 
a short period in the early 19th century when they 
did sell a few selected works. So l was reassured to 
find that I would not be pursued for wrongful 
possession or some other parallel nimel 

P...odney Shirley, Buckingham, England . 

A plea 
With the Summer Journal arrived the invitation to 
visit the American Museum at Bath and view its 
map collection. Oh, how I wish l could be there 
but l am a map/ book collector so naturally l will 
be at the largest two-day Book Fair in the UK 
after the Ju ne fairs . Why must we again and again 
shoot ourselves in the proverbial foot' We are a 
group of collectors of maps/plans and our finds 
come from either dealers direct, auctions or map 
and book fairs and yet the date arranged for a 
regional visit clashes with a book fa ir' I really 
enjoy the IMCoS regional visits to co ll ections, 
man y of w hich arc hidden away in old houses 
with restricted viewing. Personally , l co uld put up 
with several visits each year providing l don't miss 
the fairs 1 

Tony Burgess. Ash, near Scvcnoaks, Kent, 
England 

l\'oteFol/1 Editor: 
Whilst "'e do sy111pathise JIJith Tony B111;~ess 's plight and 
accept a rappin,~ twer the knuckles , Jl'e Jl'ould point o11f to 
hi111 tlwt arrangiug access to places is uot ahFays straight­

Jinward a11d to a certai11 exte11t Jl'e are ill the ha11ds of the 
OJ Filers of the llUtSe!IIU , house etc. giFing li S access. 
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~OTE FOR THE DAY 

"l hope that the reader will derive pleasure fi.·om the 
beautiful maps - they are works of art in their own 
tight and represent the finest graphical achievements 
of their age. The result of the masters' ability strikes 
even the most hardened collector time and time 
again. Perhaps that in itself is one of the attractions of 
this hobby. " 

John Num1inen, C hairman, The John Nurmin cn 
Foundation. 

Taken fi·om Ulla Eh rcnsvard, The History of rite 
Nordic Map Fro111 Myli1s to R eality (2006) 
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IMCoS MATTERS 

Sarah for President 
Following the resignation of Roger Baskes at the 
AGM, Sarah Tyacke has been appointed the new 
President of IMCoS. She was, in fact, on the 
Advisory Council of IMCoS from its inception in 
1980 until 1984. Sarah is extremely well known in 
the map world having worked as Deputy Map 
Librarian at the British Library, author of a 
number of publications on early maps, and is now 
a lecturer and researcher on the subject. Until 
recently she was Keeper of Public Records and 
Historical Manuscripts for the UK government 
and Chief Executive of the National Archives of 
England and Wales from 1992-2005, overseeing 
the establishment of the new Public Record 
Office building at Kew in 1995. 

She is now researching in the history of cartography 
and continues to work and write in the archival and 
records management fields. She is currently 
Leverhulme Emeritus Research Fellow and visiting 
professor at Royal Holloway, University of London. 
Full details ofher career can be found on her website: 

On learrung that she had been appointed Sarah 
said, " I am delighted to have been asked to be 
President of IMCoS as maps have always been my 
first love in all their shapes and guises. I am especially 
pleased having worked with Helen Wallis [first 
Map Librarian at the British Library] for so long to 
follow in her erninent footsteps" (Helen was 
President ofiMCoS 1986-1995). 

Sarah has been Joint honorary secretary of the 
Hakluyt Society, 1983-1997, and was responsible 
for many of their publications about early maps 
including the three volumes of The C harts and 
Coastal View of Cook's Voyages and The Joumals of 
La Perouse 1785-1788. She was co-author [with 
Helen Wallis] of My Head is a Map: essays and 
memoirs in honour of R. V. Tooley (London, 1973) 
and sole author of Londo11 Mapsellers 1660-1720 
(London, 1973) and has compiled catalogues and 
written arricles in many journals. 

She lives in London and is married with one 
daughter. In her spare time (how could she have 
any?) she loves the sea, hill and mountain walking, 
painting, reading and writing. 

Our incoming 
President, Sarah 
Tyacke, being 
congratulated by 
outgoing President 
Roger Baskes at the 
Society's AGM on 
9th June. 
(Photo by David 
Webb) 



IMCoS Matters 

Haus Kok (riglrt) , 
Clrainrra11 of 

IMCoS, aud Valerie 
Newby, Vice­

Cizainuarr, 
preseutiug Presidem, 

Roger Baskes, witlr 
a tlrauk yo11 gift for 

Iris 5-years service. 
(Piroto by David 

Webb) 
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The annual dinner and award ceremony 
More than 40 members of IMC oS gathered at the 
East India C lub , StJames's Square, London, on the 
everting of 8th Ju ne fo r the annual ditmer. It was a 
convivial everting in a wonderful and apt setting. 

Following the meal R oge r Baskes, the 
President since 1995, spoke about his love of early 
maps. "M ap collecting is almost as old as mapmak­
ing," he conu11ented . H e then went o n to urge 
collectors to be aware that collecting of maps has 
resulted in the destructi o n of books and atlases due 
to breaking. T his destruction now needs to be 
reversed by collectors taking responsibili ty for the 
atlases that do remain intact. H e also said that the 
Society had changed during its 27-year history and 
become more global yet still preserving its base in 
London. H e explained that he was resigning as 
President to take up other posts but would long 
remember the friendship of the Society. 

H ans Kok, C hairman, thanked him fo r his 
wisdom and advice . N eil M ckinnon, IMCoS 
N ational R epresentative for N ew Zealand, then 
invited the diners to attend the 26~ International 
Symposium in W ellington being held from 1 0~ to 
n h February, 2008. 

W e were then invi ted by T ony Campbell, 
chairnu n of the IM CoS-Helen W allis Award 
Conmli ttee, to guess who was the winner for 2007. 
His citation was as follows: -
"The job of a 'citationiser' is to keep you guessing 
for a bit. H owever, the 43-page instructions I was 
handed by the IMCoS C hairman (in secti on 33, 
paragraph 17) do stress the need to offer a few hints. 
Surprisingly, it doesn't make clear if these are 
supposed to be helpfi.u or not but it seems to me that 

they should , of course, be as helpful as possible. 
So, here goes. Among our winner's publications 

are the following: Co i11s, J\1/.eda/s a11d E11gla11d's fi rst 
A lll erica11 Colo11y; Diplo111 acy: the Wo rld of the Ho11 est 
Spy; and Vita Tici11ese a Lo11dra. 

W ell , that must have given the game away. I 
imagine you all know the answer now. N o? H ow 
about this then. O ur winner is a collector of maps 
(on coins), a librat;an , a great populariser (in the 
best sense), a m ulti-face ted expert, a media star, 
and widely published. 

Still N o? Okay, this will give it to you. H ow 
about an exhibition entitled 'London: a life in maps'? 
W e are of comse talking about Peter Barber, head of 
the map collections at the British Libraty. 

Afterwards, do feel free to congratulate him in 
French, German, Italian, Spanish or va rious Swiss 
dialects, since he is happy in all those. And , w hile 
you are abo ut it , ask his advice about the best 
Italian-Swiss restaurants in London. 

'London: a life in maps'. This wildly successfi.1l 
Bt;tish Library exhibition ran from November 
2006 up to this March. Even if you didn't manage 
to see it I'm sure you will have read about it. All 
the major early plans of Londo n were shown as a 
w hole - something never done before. And the 
sharp social foc us in the captions kept you on your 
toes. You were mea nt to think as well as look. 

W e are all told that the Internet is now where 
it's all 'at' . I sometimes say it myself. But w hat 
does 130,000 visits to a map exhibitio n mean for 
our subj ect as a whole? And that does not take 
acco unt of the £1c t that many went back for a 
second time. I know my neighbo urs did . 

Since I include a N ews page o n my 'Map 



History' site, I receive daily updates from Google 
listing references to early maps appearing on the 
web. This gives me the dubious privilege of 
eavesdropping on the blogosphere. For many 
weeks, Peter's exhibition dominated the traffic. 
And it was all positive. 

An example from one blogger: 'Maps: sounds 
like a bit of a specialist subject - a bit nerdy and 
detached from everyday life. That was what I 
thought, but since I was at the British Library 
anyway, I thought I'd pop into the 'London: A 
Life in Maps' exhibition. Two and a half hours 
later, with the gallery attendants providing a 
chorus of vacuum cleaners, I was thrown out 
when the gallery closed.' 

At the end of the run , there were tearful posts 
from people who had left it to the last minute, and 
then had to give up when faced with queues 
stretching round the block during the final week­
end - a new problem for the BL. 

The 'curator's blog' - as if Peter wasn't busy 
enough already - and an online gallery with a link 
to Google Earth - were some of the novel devices 
introduced so as to share the experience with 
those far from London. 

The London exhibit was just the most recent in 
a long line of exhibitions that Peter has been 
involved in since he joined the British Library's 
Department of Manuscripts over 30 years ago. 
Many of you will have seen the BL's 2001 exhibit, 
'Lie of the Land: the Secret Life of Maps', which 
featured many maps selected and described by him. 

Incidentally , if you visit a map exhibition and 
wonder if Peter had a hand in it, check for the 
coin, the medal and something to do with his 
North London bailiwick of Homsey (on which he 
is a noted expert). Without those, it won't be a 
genuine Barber display! 

I'm certainly not going to list all his books and 
articles, but must mention at least: Tales fro/11 the 
Map Room. Fact a11d Fiction about Maps a11d their 
makers - accompanying the 1993 BBC TV 
programme, and co- edited with Christopher 
Board; his chapters in Monarchs, Mi11isters a11d Maps: 
the Emergence of Cartography as a Tool of Co11ernmellt 
i11 Early Modem Europe - regularly cited in scholarly 
footnotes; and, most recently The Map Book, for 
Weidenfeld and Nicolson in 2005. This tour de 
force is far more than the coffee-table book it 
resembles. I cannot recommend it strongly enough 
for those willing to be enticed into the world of 
maps - and for those of us who think we are 
experts. I defY anyone to deny that there are many 
maps illustrated and described there which they had 
never seen before. It was organised, edited, and 
much of it entertainingly written, by Peter. 

His writing is always 'scholarly', in the sense of 
being well- researched and accurate, but it is never 

stuffy. One of the pieces he wrote for The Map 
Collector was called 'Two balls of parchment: or the 
Tale of a Chart'- about fragments of a Joel Gascoyne 
portolan chart of1676, found by scavenging children 
up the chimney of an old house. 

Peter's interests are liiTlitless, but he has written 
most widely about medieval maps, British and 
European cartography, and especially the role of 
maps in diplomacy and government. Fired by 
curiosity and a vast store of relevant knowledge, 
Peter has made a number of intellectual discoveries. 
Unlike some that have doiTlinated the news in 
recent years, these should stand the test of time. 
John Elder was fingered as the 'singular friend' of 
Mercator, who supplied him with infomution for 
the 1564 map of the British Isles. And Peter's 
work on the earliest detailed map of London (the 
so-called Copperplate Map) highlighted the 
important, and previously unrecognised, role of 
the Hanseatic League. 

Further afield, the Australians were surprised and 
delighted when he identified a group of drawings in 
King George III's Topographical Collection (in the 
BL Map Library) as by Femando Brambila. They 
date from 1793 and feature Sydney and Parramatta. 

If writings about old maps are divided between 
those that are essential (i.e. they take the subject 
forward) and those that are mere restatements 
(however elegant), most of Peter's work is definitely 
in the 'essential' category. 

Peter's greatest achievement is his ability to 
bring the subject to life . As a lecturer (usually with 
just minimal notes), as a broadcaster (he is a natural 
on the radio or TV), or when sharing his infectious 
enthusiasm with a visiting group, he is the perfect 
ambassador for our ('nerdy') subject. 

Roger Baskes (left), 
outgoing presideut of 
IMCoS, presenting 
the IMCoS-Tooley 
award to Peter 
Barber, Head of 
Map Collections at 
the British Library, 
London. (Piroto by 
David Webb) 
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IMCoS Matters 

(right) Yaslra 
Beresiner and Iris 

wife Zmira pictured 
on their stand at tire 

London Map Fair 
held at Olympia. 
(Piroto by David 

Webb) 

Visitors to tire 
IMCoS stand at the 

Map Fair included 
(from left to right) 

Rolph LArrglais, 
Hans Kok, Eva 

Kok, Ursula 
LAnglais arrd Tim 

Whitten. (Photo by 
David Webb) 
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Peter is, of course, a successor to Helen Wallis, 
whose name is commemorated in this award. I 
know that she would have been thrilled at the 
choice (by myself and two other selectors) of the 
person who is so energetically and skilfi.Illy carrying 
on what she herself did so well , both inside and 
o utside the British Library: communicating the 
historical importance of w hat can be fo und on 
early maps to experts and new converts alike. 

The award is made for 'cartographic contribu­
tion of great merit and wide interest to map 
collectors worldwide.' Peter Barber, H ead of Map 
Collections at the British Library, is the worthy 
winner of the IMCoS-Helen Wallis Award for 
2007." 

In reply, Peter Barber said that he was "over­
whelmed" to receive the ho nour and to join the 
elite list of those who had won in previous years. 

Neil Mckinnon, IMCoS National 
Representative for New Zealand, then stood up to 
invite the diners to attend the next symposium 
which is to be held in his home country. 

The AGM and Malcolm Young Lectures 
For the first time IMCoS held its AGM in a pub 
(The H and and Flower) which was conveniently 
situated opposite Olympia where the Map Fair 
was taking place. Another first was the introduc­
tion of the Malcolm R. Young Lectures (named 
after our first President) w hich followed the AGM 
in the same location. 

Treasurer, Tim Whitten, stepped down as 
treasurer and a replacen1ent is being sought. Also 
stepping down was President, Roger Baskes, and 

Advertising Manager, Rolph Langlais. The new 
advertising Manager is Jenny Harvey and the new 
President Sarah Tyacke. Also joining the corrunit­
tee for the first time was Sylvia Sobernheim w ho 
is to be Events Organiser. 

Tim Whitten, reporting on the yearly accounts 
(see below), said that membership subscription 
income was down but the total assets remai ned 
good. He asked for a vote of thanks to be recorded 
for the work put in by the Society's bookkeeper, 



Sue Booty, whom he described as "a very loyal and 
inexpensive servant. " Chairman, H ans Kok, 
presented a copy ofKees Zandvliet's book Mappi11g 
for Mo11ey to the outgoing President. He also 
announced that past journal editor and International 
Chairman, Susan Gole, was to be made an 
Honorary Member of the Society in recognition of 
all her work. 

A new constitution was announced and can be 
accessed by members on the Society website 
(www.imcos.o rg). This was approved although 
there were some abstentions . 

Newly appointed President, Sarah Tyacke , was 
put to work immediately giving the first of the 
new senes of M alcolm Young lectures . 
Unfortunately, there were som e technical hitches 
with the presenta tion of the pictures to her lecture 
entitl ed "All at Sea in the R enaissa nce" (our fault , 
not hers) but the full text and some of the pictures 
will appear in the Winter issue of the Journal. 

Yasha Beresiner then gave the second illus­
trated lecture entitled "Back to Basics ." 

26th Intemational Symposium in New Zealand 
"Te Taki o Autahi -Under the Southern Cross" is 
the title of the 26th IMCoS International 
Symposium to be held in conj un ction with the 
Australian Map C ircle and the New Zealand M ap 
Society from 1Oth to 13th February, 2008. The 
speakers w ill include Dame Anne Salmond , 

Summarised Balance Sheet 

As at 3 1 '' December 2006 2006 
£ 

Fi.x~d Assets 
IMCeS Libra ry l ,500 00 

C urrent Assets 

Professor Robert C lancy, Dr Nick Kanas, Kirsten 
Seaver, Dr Bill Richardson, John R obson and 
Polynesian Navigators. The conference celebrates 
the importance of the Sou them Cross to the people 
of the Southern H em.isphere, and to its explorers. It 
was used to navigate, tell the time and to tell stories 
of the lands under its umbrella. A special pre-confer­
ence workshop is to be held in Sydney from 7th to 
8th February. W ellington, N ew Zealand's centre of 
government and the world 's southernmost capital 
city, is the venue for the main symposium. Leaflets 
for this event are included in this issue of the Journal. 
There will be several post-conference tours available. 
They include a seven-day Cooks tour of New 
Zealand which will include key Captain Cook 
sites; a seven-day spec tacular South Island tour; a 
northern highlights tour and a day excursion to 
M arlborough Sounds. R egistrations on: 
www. underthesoutherncross.or 

The 27th International Symposium is due to 
be held in Norway. Details will follow in the 
Winter copy of the J ournal. 

IMCoS Visit to Bath 
Bookings are going well for our visit to T he Dallas 
Pratt Collection of Historical Maps at th e 
American Museum in Bt;tain at C laverton Manor, 
Bath on Saturday, 22nd September, 2007. We sti ll 
have booking form s available or contact the 
organiser, Sylvia Sobernh eim on 01689 820 850. 

IM CaS Accounts - 2006 

2005 
£ 

1.500 00 

Income & E~penditurc Acrount 

11\CO:\'IE 
Subscnptions 
l.ondon International Map cair (net) 
Donations 
Interest (net) 

17.14 1 59 
2,006.00 

Cash at Banks 75 ,296.35 71.600 57 Tota l Income 
? 205 .26 

2 1 352 85 
Prepayment~ 

Accounts receivable I , 130.00 
Contracted 4.000.00 
TOTAL ASSETS 81 926.35 

Represented by: 
Membership funds 17, 176.24 
Contract with London Map fai r 4,000.00 
Payments received (future even ts) 5.840.00 
1\ccruals 2,564.97 

Surplus income over expenditure 
Hrought forwa rd 47,297 70 
Th1s }Car 5 0-17 44 

81 926 35 

Honorary Treasurer: E. H. r. Whitten 
Exammed by · A J. Almond & M. Woodward 

259.60 
1,960.00 
6 000.00 

82320. 17 

20,254 97 
6,000.00 
6,305.00 
2,-162 50 

37,752.86 
9 54-1 .84 

82 320.17 

Full accounts are available fo r inspectiOn with the ·1 reasurer 

EXPE~DlTli RF. 

1 ntcmatJona l event' 
Regtonal/Londnn lJK events (net) 

Advert ising, Promotion 
Map & Society lectures, book support 
I MC0S Journal (net) 
Printing Bulletm (~Directory , History 2005) 
Bank & crcd•t-card charges 
General adm n11stra tion 
Gitis, presentat ions & awards 
Membership administrauon 
General msurance 
I exchange Rate 
Total expenditure 

Surplus Income onr Expenditure 

(32.20) 
242 .70 
773.97 
582.71 

7,878 53 
210 33 

1,150.45 
4,13 1.64 

-178. 14 
433 .24 
445.00 

~ 
16305.41 

5,04 7.44 

18,86 1 50 
3,47322 

17.50 
1.955.8 1 

24.308.03 

24 .73 
165 .05 

735 .57 
30000 

5,40 I 65 
2,410.40 
1,226.78 
3,904 06 

540.60 
245 72 
445.00 

(636 37 ) 
14.763. 19 

9,5-14 84 

www.imcos.or 61 



~DOMINIC WINTER~ 
SPECIALIST BOOK AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

We hold monthly auctions of 
antiquarian books, maps & atlases 

Please visit our website to view our latest 
catalogue at www.dominicwinter.co.uk 

For further information contact Benjamin Martin 
on 01285 860006 or ben@dominicwinter.co.uk 

Mallard House, Broadway Lane, South Cerney. Near Cirencester. GL7 SUQ 
Tel : 01285 860006 Fax: 01285 862 461 

Web site: www.dominicwinter.co.uk E-mail: info@dominicwinter.co.uk 

Should I feel reassured or exasperated that so many advertise­
ments have remained unchanged since my days at The Map 
Collector? Some artwork is long lost, resulting in advertisements 
that are, to put it politely, looking very ragged around the edges. 

To have something new would not only make your advertise­
ment more eye-catching, it would also make it much easier for 
your editorial team to produce a ] o11mal that is lively, interesting 
and of the highest possible standard. 

NE\V ART\VORI( 

COMPETITION 
The editorial team will be selecting w hat they consider to be 
the most attractive new artwork submitted for publica­
tion in the four issues of 2008. The winner will have the 
fourth appearance of their advertisement (Winter 2008) 
published free of charge! The bigger the advertisement, 
the more the prize is worth! 

Artwork should preferably be in tiff or jpeg format (not pdf 
please) and should be 300 dpi at publication size. Hardcopy 
or film can be accepted but may be subject to scanning fees. 
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The Web's forem ost resource for 

*Old Maps & Prints* 
Related Books & Epheme~a 

Ask Yasha online! 

Direct access to one of the country's leading authorities 
Free valuations, expert advice 

Shop on the Web's most comprehensive online store 

All enquiries welcome: yasha@intercol.co.uk 
or call 020 8349 2207 

or visit us at 

www.intercol.co. uk 

~~~ 
I I 

II) (j)l 
~ ~ 
~ Le Bail-Weissert ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Illustrated Books ~ 
~ Views of Towns ~ 
~ Maps & Atlases ~ 

~ 5 rue log,.nge, 75005 ?oris, Fronce = 
! Fu: 00 ]) 0.0 211 IS S1 l'!ooM: 00 lll/4)29 71 " ~ 
t;i Open ~y 10 FricUy 10.00-12.10 14.00-19.00 ~ 

~*~~~m*~~~ 

WARWICK LEADLAY 
GALLERY 

Antique Maps • Prints • Fine Art 

Tel: 44 (0) 20 8858 0317 
Web: www. warwickleadlay.com 

Email: info@warwickleadlay.com 

5 Nelson Road Greenwich London SElO 9JB 



National Representatives 

A111erica, Celltrai: Jens P. Bornholt, 4a Avenida 13-11, Zona 10, 
Guatemala C.A. (for mailing address see membership list) 

A111erica, So11til: Dr Lorenzo Gi.iller Frers, Peru 285, 1641 Acassuso, 
Argentina 

A11stralia: Prof Robert Clancy, P.O. Box 891, Newcastle, NSW 2300 
A11stria: Dr Stefaan]. Missinne, Unt. Weissgerberstr. 5-4, 1030 Vienna 
Belgi11111: Phillippe Swolfs, Nieuwe Steenweg 31, Elversele, 9140 
Cmrada: Edward H . Dahl, 1292 Montee Paiement, Gatineau, 

Quebec J8R 3K5 
Croatia: Dubravka Mlinaric , Institute for Migration and Ethnic Studies, 

Trg Stjepana Radica 3, 10 000 Zagreb 
Cyprus: Michael Efrem., P.O. Box 22267, CY-1519 Nicosia 
Filllmid: Jan Strang, Jatasalmenti e 1, FlN-00830 Helsinki 
Fra11ce: Andrew Cookson, 4 Villa Gallieni, 93250 Villemomble 
Germa 11 y: Dr Rolph Langlais, Klosekamp 18, D-40489 Dusseldorf 
Greece: Themis Strongilos, 19 Rigillis Street. GR-106 74 Athens 
Ht111gmy: Dr Zsolt Torok, Department of Geography, Eotvos Univ. 

Ludovika 2, Budapest 
Icela11d: Jokull Saevarsson, National & University Library of Iceland, 

Arngrimsgata 3, IS-1 07 Reykjavik, Reykjavik 101 
I11 do11esia: Geoff Edwards, P .O. Box 1390/JKS, Jakarta 12013 
Israel: Eva Wajntraub, 4 Brenner Street, Jerusalem 
Italy: Marcus Pet;ni, Via A. Sciesa 11, 37122 Verona 
]apa11: Kasumasa Yamashita, 10-7-2-chome, Sendagaya, Shibuya-ku, 

Tokyo 
Lith11a11ia: Alma Brazieuniene, Universiteto 3, 2366 Vilnius 
Mexico: Martine C hom el de Coelho, A.P. 40-230, Mexico 06140 DF 
Netherla 11ds: Hans Kok, Poelwaai 15, 2162 HA Lisse 
New Zeala11d: Neil McKinnon, P.O. Box 847 Timaru 
No!Way: Pal Sagen,Josefinesgt 3B, P.O. Box 3893 UllcvaJ Stadion, 

N-0805 Oslo 
Pililippi11es: RudolfLietz, POB 2348 MCPO, 1263 Makati, Metro Marilla 
Ro111a11ia: Matiuca Radu, Muzeul de Istmia Brasov, Str. Nicolae Balcescu 

Nr.67, 2200 Brasov 
R11ssia: Andrey Kusakin, Appt. 124, Kolpatchny per. 6, 101000 

Moscow 
Si11gapore & Malaysia: Julie Yeo, 3 Pemimpin Drive 04-05, 

Lip Hing Industrial Bldg, Singapore 1024 
So11th Africa: Elizabeth Bisschop, P.O. Box 26156, Hout Bay, 7872 
Spai11: Jaime Armero, Frame SL. General Pardif'ias 69, Madrid 6 
Sll,ede11: Leif Akesson, Vegagatan 11, S-392 33 Kalmar 
Thalla11d: Dr Dawn Rooney, Nana P.O. Box 1238 Bangkok 10112 
T11rkey: Ali Turan, Dumluca Sok 9, Beysukent, 06530 Ankara 
U11ited Ki11gdo111: Caroline Batchelor, Pikes, T he Ridgeway, Oxshott, 

Surrey KT22 OLS 
USA, Ce11tral: Kenneth Nebenzahl , P .O. Box 370, Glencoe, Ill 60022 
USA, East: Robett A. Highbarger, 7509 Hackamore Drive, Potomac, 

MD 20854 
USA, West: Bill Warren, 1109 Linda Glen Dtive, Pasadena, CA 91105 
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Advertising rates 
For four issues per year 
Full page (same copy) 
Half page (same copy) 
Quarter page (same copy) 
For a single issue 
Full page 
Half page 
Quarter page 

Colour 

£900 
£600 
£350 

£360 
£2-W 
£140 

B&W 
£600 
£-+00 
£220 

£240 
£160 

£88 

To place your advertisement, please contact Jenny 
Harvey, Advertising Manager, at the address shown 
on page 1. 
Please note that for tax reasons i1 is necessary to be a 
111ember of IMCoS to ad11ertise in tl1e fMCoS ) oumal. 
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Leen He(mink 

Antique Mtps & At(ases 

www.lie(mink.com 



I CO 
The Heron Tower 

70 East 55th Street, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

phone: 212~308~0018 
800~423~3741(U.S. only) 

fax: 212~308~0074 
e~mail: info@martayanlan.com 

View recent acquisitions at 
our web site: 

www.martayanlan.com 

Complimentary Catalogue 
To IMCoS Members 

Gallery Hours: 
Mon~Fri: 9:30-5:30 
and by appointment 


