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A LETTER fROM THE 

lMCoS CHAIRMAN 

T
he year of 2007 will be drawing 
to an end by the time you arc 
reading these words . Nom1ally a 
year will bring happiness to some 

and sadness to others; mainly however, it 
brings a combination of both to our 
membership in general. H opefull y you 
have all had a good year and any sadness 
will soon be forgotten. 

For the Society 2007 has also brought 
us a mix of good and bad. There has been 
a growin g interest in the histoty of 
ca rtography, as ev idenced by the 
publication of more books than ever 
before on the subject. W e also hope that 
we have seen an end to the steep price increases for maps which has affected our 
buying power. There has certainly been a shift away fi-om established antique map 
shops and galleti es towards dealing on the I nternct. This fi ts in with the times bu t I 
find it sad as half the fi.m of collecting is going through the fo lders and drawers in a 
map shop; either to locate a long sought after item or to find an unexpected treasure. 

The Society's Constitution has been updated in line with current practi ces. At the 
requ est of those attending the AGM we will be investigating whether a Company 
limited by Guarantee would suit us better. This is in line with the p1ior decision of 
the C onstitution Subcommittee to first update the Constitution and thereafter look 
into other variants of legal structure. 

Tim Whitten , our treasurer, is about to leave the Executi ve Comm.ittce although 
he will stay involved until the 2007 yearly accounts are finalised. His successor, Jeremy 
Edwards, has already started work as treasurer and has attended his first corrunittec 
meeting. Jeremy's nom.ination will be presented to the 2008 AGM for approval. W e 
are extremely grateful to Tim as he has been a meti culous and knowledgeable treas­
urer and , on a personal note, a great help in getting me updated on the Society's 
financial affairs w hen I became IM CoS chaimu n. 

As not all members managed to access the Members Only secti on of our website, 
the proper cntLy coding will be put in the Journal again , probabl y on a continuous 
basis. Stephen Williams, our Secretary, has (re-) introduced an e-mail newsflash 
system for faster communication with our members. Please mail him at 
sxw556@googlemail .com if you have not yet received a ncwsflash and would like 
your e-mail address to be included on his list. Stephen has particularly requested that 
e-mail addresses are w1ittcn clearly as some he has received arc unreadable! 

A number of members arc entided to a (small) credit which resulted fi:om a 
decrease in the membership fee some time ago . The Executi ve ConlJn.ittec has 
decided that those credit notes not taken up by 1st January, 2008, will lapse and the 
money will go into the IMCoS general funds. 

Under the adapted Constitution. the fi.m ction o f Directors has been deleted . 
H owever. Them.is StrongiJos will stay on as N atio nal R epresentati ve for Greece and 
Malcolm Young will , of course, never be fo rgotten as he is our Founding Father and 
behind-the-scenes-supporter in many ways' 

On behalf of the Executi ve Committee, I would like to extend best wishes to all 
of you for the holidays and the New Year of2008. 

Hans Kok 



FROM THE EDITOR'S DES!( 
\'alcri c 1\:c\\'by 

W l cn I heard about the melting ice cap 
·eleasin g th e fabled N o rth W est 
Passage and making it more accessible 
to today's shipping I couldn't help but 

fee l a pang of sympathy for all those earlier explorers 
w ho lost their li ves or suffered ho rribly trying to 
battle the icc and find a passage th rough it fo r th eir 
flim sy (by our standards) ships. Eve ry time I read 
abo ut their suffe rings and I am thin king of brave 
men li ke H enry Hudso n , Willi am Parry, Sir J o hn 
Franklin and o thers, I think how unfair it is that 
today the icc is melting and the ro ute openin g up . 
If it had been navigable in their day what a di ffe rent 
o utcome there wo uld have been fo r th em . It 
remains to be seen if the passage ever becomes 
truly ice free with a greatly red uced ri sk fa ctor. I 
imagine it will still be impassable for most of the 
yea r. Whether or not you believe in global wamung 
and ma n himself being the cause , there is no 
disputi ng the evidence of the melting ice . For 
those interested in the search fo r the N orth W est 
Passage I can rccom.mend a book by Ann Savours 
o n the subject w hi ch was published in 1999 . It is 
entitl ed The Search for the No rth West Passage and 
covers the w hole history of its exploratio n and 
investi gates w hat led men "to leave Shakespea re's 
sceptred isle to penetrate the fogs, stom1s and ice 
o f the Arctic in th eir small wooden sailing ships." 
There arc also political ramifica ti o ns which I am 
sure were never envisaged by the explorers. H ow 
could they have dream ed that under th ose icy 
waterways we re rese rves of gas and oil which held 
the potential fo r international conflict? 

I would like to be reporting in tlus issue that I 
had been inundated with articles fi·om map dealers 
foll owing my cri de coeur in the last issue for th em to 
get down to some wti ting. No prize fo r guessing that 
I haven't had a single response. I do find tlus a li ttle 
surprising as short articles on how they set up their 
businesses, some of the unusual maps that have passed 
through their hands, interesting customers etc. 
would be excellent promotion for their business and 
make fascinating reading fo r us. 

Please note that the Spting 2008 issue of the 
Jourual will be published at th e end of March rather 
than the beginning of that month. T his is so that we 
can cany a rcpon of the In ternational Symposium 
which takes place in Australia and N ew Zealand . 

To ny Campbell , C hairman o f the 
IM CoS/H elcn W all is Awa rd Committee, would 

like nominati o ns for next year's award by 15th 
February please. You can either write to him at 76 
Ockende n R oad, Lond on N 1 3NW or e-mail 
him at t.ca mpbcll@ockendcn.clara.co . uk 

Some members have had a problem accessing 
the M embers Only sec ti o n of o ur website 
\¥\Vw. imcos.o rg Yo u m ust enter your surname 
followed by yo ur init ial (no stops needed at all). 
You will then be asked fo r your membership 
num ber w ithout the initial zero . For exam ple, 
SmithJ 662. The initial must be the o ne yo u used 
w hen yo u first joined the Society. If yo u pu t in a 
different initi al you will be denied access. Our 
Financial Secretariat repo rt that we have had 25 
new members signing up on the website recently 
w hich is great. D o spread the word about us and 
ask yo ur fi:icnds and colleagues to j oin us. 

Diana, w ife of Malcolm Young (our fo under), 
had a fa ll recently and I know all members will 
want to wish her a speedy recovery. T hey both 
worked tirelessly to build IMC oS into the thri ving 
society it is today and we owe them a huge debt 
of gratitude. 

W e hope you will ct"0oy the articl es in this 
issue which incl ude the talk give n at the AGM by 
our new President, Sarah T yacke, entitl ed "All at 
Sea" . W e also have part two ofTim Nicholson's 
piece on the Walker famil y of mapmakcrs w ho 
we re engrave rs-turned-publishers o f th e 19th 
centllly, plus an article on the cartographer T obias 
M aye r and a fascinating look into how Brian 
Snuth compiled his cartobibliography o f maps of 

c: d 1 al bl 1 d Vale1ie Newby, H cretor s 1ire. W e are , so pu is 1.ing a escription 
Vice-President of 

of th e maps website o f the National Library of IMCoS and editor of 

Scotl and and if any o ther librari es or collecti ons tl•e Journal. 

wo uld like to write something -~-,_.,.,._..,...~,.. 

similar we wo uld be pleased to 
usc it. You will also find all th e 
other regul ar co ntributi o ns 
like reviews o f recent books, 
IMCoS M atte rs, M apping 
M atters and o thers. 

So all th at remains now is 
for me to wish you all best 
wishes fo r C hristmas and the 
N ew Yea r o n behalf o f both J o 
French, the designer of the 
Joumal, and myself I hope to 
see many of you in Australi a 
and N ew Zealand. 
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TOBIAS MAYER 
A son ofMarbach 

by Kit Hatte n 

M y hom e is situated in a small ncigh­
bo lll·h ood within a suburb of 
Stu ttgart. I was more than a li ttle 
surprised w hen o ur loca l histo ry 

soc iety (Hei111 atstube) announced it was presenti ng 
an exhibi tio n of one of Germany's 1nost important 
cartographers . C uri osity aroused, l we nt alo ng to the 
special presenta tion afternoon I_ This was a mistake 
as th e speaker was an academi c, completely 
obsessed w ith his subj ect, and too bent on teachi ng 
5 semi-retirees the mathematical intri cacies of 
measuring moon m ovements on board a ship -
instead of the practical diffi culti es which we might 
just have understood - and for two very lo ng 
ho urs. H owever, the exhibition itsel f, despite 
being con1.posed mainly o f facs imile maps and 
obj ects and poster presentati o ns, did spur me o n to 
find out more. 

The small town of Marbach (populati on 
15,000) w hich is situated o n the Nec kar river 
some 30 kil ometres no rth o f Stuttga rt , o nce 
boasted two pro ud sons (Fig. 1). Today on e is 
prc- enuncnt and everyo ne associates this town 
with the name o f Friedri ch Schill er. Both his and 
his mother 's birthplaces can be visited and th ere is 
a museum (currentl y being renovated in time for 
Schill er Y ca r in 2009) and an important coll ecti on 
of Schiller 's papers fo r visitors and researchers to 
visit. 

There is a possibly apocryphal story that w hen 
Queen Eli zabeth II was du e to visit Germany and 
requ ested to sec the town o f Marbac h, everything 
was arranged to accommodate her w ishes . O n 
leaving the Schiller museum and lookin g rather 
bored the Queen is said to have asked, "And w here 
are the horses?" T he rather surprised German 
dignitaries then realised that the Queen was more 
interested in the horse breeding centre, also named 
Marbach , but 30 km to the south o f Stuttgart and 
ncar R eutlinge n on the Swabian Jural 

N onethel ess, this M arbach , a pretty town with 
the ro mantic character of the Middle Ages, does 
have a second string to its bow, albeit a less well­
known one. It is the birthplace o f T obias M ayer. 
Altho ugh the Gnlil y moved shortly after his birth 
to Esslingcn , T obias Mayer was born in Marbac h, 

at Torgasse 13, o n 17th February 1723. (Fig. 2) 
Within two years th e fa nuly had moved 40 kilo­
m etres to Esslingcn j ust south of Stu ttga rt. His 
fath er, al so Tobi as, was we ll-attendant and 
ca rtwright2 and he married M ari a Catharin a Fi nk . 
T obias seems to have visited the German school 
for yo un g pupils as we ll as the Latin sc hooL3 

Fig. 1 
E11tra11ce to Marbaclr 
am Neckar: 
Torgasse is tire first 
street riglrt after• tire 
tOIVII gate. 
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Tobias Mayer 

Fig. 2 
Tobias Mayer 's 

birthplace, built by 
his father, is now a 

matseum. 

Fig. 3 
Mayer 's Mappa 

Critica which lrigh­
lighted ei'YOI'S irr 

pr•evious mapping. 
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I-lis father died in 1731 but the city ofEsslingen 
was already aware of Tobias' talents and provided 
his mother with employment as nurse at the local 
"Hospiz". When she died in 1737 Tobias was 
provided for at the local orphanage under the care 
of the local M ayor. As noted , Mayer was already 
causing attention. In 1739, at the age ofjust 16, he 
produced what is acknowledged as the first 
authentic town plan of the Reichsstadt Esslingen. 
The headmaster of his school, Johann Gottfried 
Salzmann , arranged for copies to be engraved and 
printed in Augsburg and 50 copies were presented 
to the town fathers on 6th December, 1740. Tobias 
Mayer was paid two silver coins for his work. At 
about the same time he wrote a book on geometry 
and mathematics, Erstli11ge. 

From 1744/45 to 1746 he was employed by 
the J .A. Pfeffel publishing house but had time to 

work on a mathematical work as well as a book 
about military fortifications. At the age of 22 
Mayer published what was really a teaching 
manual for mathematics, the Mathe111atisch.er Atlas 
comprising 60 double-page maps with easy to 
understand explanations. 



Mayer' s ·next stop was Nuremberg (Nlimberg) 
where he lived from 1746/47 to 1751. H ere he 
worked for the well-known and well-respected 
Homann publishing works. H e produced some 30 
different maps during this time as well as writing 
nuny articles on problems concerning astronomy. 
H e was even a founding father of the Kosmographische 
Cesellschaft (Cosmographic Society). 

The Homann company was an extremely 
successful company producing both new and older 
maps and Mayer would execute around 30 maps 
dULing his time there. One result of his efforts was 
the so- called Mappa Critica of 1750. In his "Critical 
Map of Germany" Mayer exposed the weakness of 
many maps being used at the time. By plotting the 
loca tion of selected towns and citi es from two 
current maps being used by the publishing house 
including a map by the Frenchman D elisle, he 
transposed them on to his Mappa Critica in differ­
ent colours (red and yellow). (Fig. 3) Then he 
plotted in green where he thought these places 
should be. The result was a map with slightly 
realigned west borders but a considerably different 
eastern border. Looking at the map one is 
reminded of the story of the King (Louis XIII?) 
saying about his cartographer that, "he has stolen 
more land from me Lhan I lost through batrle'" 

In 1751 Mayer marri ed M aria Victoria Grling 
(they would have eight children4) . His various 
publications and his reputation had come to the 
notice of the University of Gottingen who invited 
him to take a chair in Economics and M athematics 
and to take charge of their observatory. This 
despite his lack of formal quaJifications . The jour­
ney to Gottingen w ith his new bride must have 
been exhausting but som ehow Mayer had enough 
time to chart his progress and on arrivaJ in 
Gottingen set about reco rding the trip, Iter 
Mayerianum ad n/Jisas Coetfi11gensis No rimberga. This 
resulted in what is generally regarded as the first 
German-produced road map. (Fig. 4). 

Mayer may have come to the attention of the 
unive rsity as a result of his first important 
astronomical work - a careful investigation of the 
libration of the moon - w hich had been published 
in the Kosmographische Nachrichte11 , Nuremberg. As it 
happens the first observatory at the university had 
been installed in one of the sou them city towers in 
1750. Tobias Mayer was hired as the first notable 
astronomer in Gottingen. Mayer's cataJogue of stellar 
positions with the Bird Quadrant established new 
standards in precision and scope. His observations 
and maps of the moon were the best of his time . 
Already, in 1752, he was presenting his lunar tables, 
with new solar tables, to the RoyaJ Society of 
Sciences and Humanities at Gottingen (Konigliche 
Cesellscluift der Wissenschaften zu Cottingw), and 
w hich were later published in their transactions. 

During the next ten years he produced a string 
of publications on astronomy, measuring and 
surveying techniques and the necessary equip­
m ent, geoph ysics, mathematics, colo ur theory 
(identifying the three primary colours) and earth 
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Fig. 4 
T lte route Mayer 
took witlt !tis bdde 
to Gottingen. It is 
Germany s first road 
map. 

WWW.lmCOS.org 7 



Tobias Maye r 

Fig. 5 
After S ir C loudes ley 
S lr011el/ 's disaster irr 

1707 wlrerr tire 
Errg lish fl eet were 

wrecked off tire 
Scil/y Is les, tire 

Board of Lorrgitude 
was set up irr 17 14. 

Tlris offered prizes 
of betweerr £10,000 

(to withirr 60 
rra utical rrriles) arrd 

£ 30,000 (to with irr 
30 rrautica l miles) 

f or a rrretlrod to 
precisely deterrrrirre 

lorrg itude. 

• r 

magnetism. But T obias M ayer was also extremely 
interested in the problems o f measuring lo ngitude 
at sea : in 1755 he submitted to the British Boa rd 
of Longitude a set of tables, which James B radley 
compared with the G reenwich observa ti ons. (Fig 
5) T hese cop ious and in tri ca te tables were suffi­
ciently accurate to determ ine the moon's position . 
Mayer's tables were accurate with in around 1 arc­
minute . Allowing fo r prac ti cal m easurem ent 
erro rs, the meth od co uld determine the longitude 
to within around 60 nauti cal mil es. The tables thus 
represented a dec isive step ahead with respect to 
positioning at sea. Mayer himself, by the way, had 
never even seen the sea. 5 

( 3H} 
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T obias M ayer died on 20th February, 1762, of 
typhoid fever. His widow was able to submit an 
improved ve rsion of the tables and received a 
grant of £3000 (30% o f the prize money set6), 
thus M ayer shared the total awa rd with Jo hn 
Harrison w ho had co nstru cted his prize-winni ng 
timepiece . Two further articl es were submi tted at 
this time: one o n determinin g longitude by lunar 
distances, together w ith a desCJ;ption of th e 
repeatin g circle (which Maye r had invented in 
1752); the other o n a remarkably accurate fo m1Ula 
for calculating atmospheric refrac ti on. 

The eldes t son , J ohann T obias (1752- 1830) 
became a no ted mathemati cian publishing a three­
volume w ork on geom etry. He was instrumental 
in making some of his fath er 's lesse r-known ideas 
more widespread. From around 1779 he was 
Professor of Mathema tics and Physics in Nlirn be rg 
and in 1786 he moved to Erl angen. ln 1800 he 
return ed to his city of birth and was Professor at 
Gottin gen Uni versity . H e has been reported as the 
author of a map of Poland . This is almost certainly 
an erro r and altho ugh a p rominent mathemati cian , 
it is believed he never p rodu ced any maps. T he 
map in questio n is probably a H omann reprint of 
Mayer 's J\1appa Geogmphica Re,g11i Polo11iae c. 1813 
(other M ayer maps were also reprinted around the 
sa me time) 7 

The Tobias Maye r MuseumS has been 
established and can be found at his birthplace at 
Torgasse 13, in M arbach an1 N eckar. T he house was 
built in 1711 by Tobias M ayer's fa ther. The Tobias 
M ayer Museum Association9 was able to purchase 
the house in 1996 with the help of donations. The 
museum was reorganised an d has been open to the 
public since 22nd June, I 997. Although not in 
possession of many original articles from M ayer's li fe 
the exhibits w hich are presented. together with the 
explanatory posters, give some idea of the genius of 
a man largely forgotten even in his home town. 

Notes: 

1. l am gra te fu l to th e o rga nise rs fo r allowing m e to take 

ph o tographs at the exhibitio n. Th ere is a repo rt in 

Ge rma n at http: / /www.s tuttga rte r-woche nblatt.de 

/stw/page. detail.php/ 142 1283. 

2 . In the German Biographi cal Di ctionary his p rofessio n 

is noted as we ll- maker but M ayer hi mself wrote er rribe 
da111als das JVagnerhand1uerk (from M useum guide). Dates 

in texts also vary . Th e best o n-li ne overview of M aye r's 

ea rl y life is from th e home page of a school nam ed after 

hi m : www.tobias- m aye r.l b .sc hule- bw.dc . A b iograph y 

was writte n by Eric G ray (Gottingcn 1980) . 

3 . Seconda ry school w hi ch concentra ted o n teachin g 

Latin (and also m athem atics bu t it is not known w hether 

m ath em ati cs was taught in Esslingen), fo rerunner of the 



Cy111nasiu111 or Grammar School. 
4. By 1790 only rwo of the eight children were still 

alive . 
5. From hrtp:/ /www.kellnielsen.dk/bol. htm w here 

th ere is a good overview of Mayer's and Harri son's 

approaches to determining longitude. 
6. The third winner was Leonhard Eu ler (£300) whose 

initial calculations had been important to Mayer. 

Wikipedia relates thar the widow travelled to England 

personally to submit rhe tab les and receive rhe prize but 

this is highly unlikely. 
7. My thanks to Ann in Hi.ittcmnn (author of a biography 

of Mayer and a reference for Tooley's Diaionary) for his 

confirmation and fo r reading through rhc otiginal vct>ion. 

Sec also http:! /www.s-linc.de/homepagcs/reptim/indcx.hm1! 

w here Siegfried Erb lists the life and works of Johann 

Mayer. 
8. I would like to acknowledge my thanks to the Tobias 

Mayer Museum; some of chis rexr is from rheir infor­

macion lcaflcrs . T he muse um is on ly open on cvety 

Sunday in rhc summer and evety seco nd Sunday in the 

winter. 
9. I would bke to acknowledge my thanks to the Tobias 

Mayer Vercin; some of this rcxt is from their homcpage ar 

http:! /www.ph-ludwigsburg.de/html/ I d-geox-s-01/tobi. 

Kit Batten liues and works in Stul(~tart , Cer/1/ally . 

Specialists in fine 
atlases and maps 

~nnethNebelll_ahl,lnc. 
POBOX370 
G/ozaJe,lUiJwts 60o2z 
Phone: 8t-7/~3s-osls 
'Fax-: !!J47/<S35-0519 

Fig. 6: P01-trait of 
Tobias Mayer (from 
m11se11m flyer). 

'DUllers.Appraisers, Consulranls 4¥ Established 1957 ~ Mtmber AfVV/tLAB 
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w RLDVIEW 
ANT Ql)E MAPS & BOOKS 

Fine Original Antiqu e Map s, Chart s 
Vo y a ge Book s a nd more . .. 

Vi si t U s Onlin e o r i n Ou r Gall e r y 

17 - 19 Marb l e Avenue Pleasantville , New York 10570 

Ga l lery by appointment only 
www. world viewm ap s. com info @ world view maps . com 

T e l 914 741 2128 -Fax 914 741 2178- Toll Free 866 365 6277 
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Antique Maps, Plans, Charts and Atlases of All Areas of the World 

Abraham Orte lius and Johann Baptist Vrients' map o f England, Wales and Ireland w ith a roya l geneal ogical tree, published in 16 12. 

Browse our comprehensive inventory on our re-designed website, or visit us 
at the gallery and register your interests, 

125 NEW BOND STREET • LONDON • W1S 1DY • ENGLAND 
TELEPHONE +44 (0)20 7491 3520 

FAX +44 (0)20 7491 9754 
EMAIL info@jpmaps.co.uk 

WEBSITE www.jpmaps.co.uk 
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CONTACT US: 

TOll FREE USA ONLY 

800·748·9946 

EMAIL: MAPMAN@ECSJS.NET 

FAX: 731-836-9017 

INTERNATIONAL 
CALLS: 

731·836·9057 

;fflurrap ~ub~on ,_ ~nttquartan 
~ook~. ;fflllap~ • .J)rint~ & <!9lobe~ 

THE OLD PosT OFFICE 
I 09 S. CHURCH Sr. • P.O. Box 163 • HALLS, TN 38040 

20,000+ ANTIQUE MAPs, IOO's OF POCXET i WALL MAPs 

I 0,000+ ATLASES, ExPLORATIONS, AND GEOGRAPHIES, TRAVEl GUIDES i HISTORJUCAL/DECORATIVE PRINTS 

I ,200+ WORlD GLOBES OF All SIZES i DATES 

VISIT US ON THE WEB! 
WE HAVE ONE OF THE LARGEST SITES FOR 

MAPS & GlOBES ON THE 1AlEB! 

WWW.MURRAYHUDSON.COM 
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www.nls.Lll( n1aps 

The National Library c{Scotland's maps 1vebsite 

by Chris Fleet 

T
his brief summary of the NLS maps 
website , is in response to Valeri e 
N ewby's kind offer to contribute a brief 
article for the IMCoS Joumal. For those 

who have not used the website before, it allows 
over six thousand detail ed , zoomable, colour 
images to be freely vi ewed of maps of Sco tland , 
datin g from 1560 through to the 1930s. The site 
has grown over the years, evolving from an initial 
" shop window" display of individual maps, to 
now include several whole atlas volumes, innovative 
graphical and textual search methods, and increasing 
quantiti es o f geo-referenced mapping. Las t year 
the home page recorded 2.7 milli on hits , and over 
7 million map image vi ews. 

There arc ove r a hundred maps o f Scotland as 
a w hole ( 1562- 1892), primaril y fi·om th e atl ases 

of famous map-makers, including Ortelius, 
M erca to r , Bla eu , Sanson , Hom ann, Moll , 
Kitchin , Bowen, C ary, W & A.K. Johnsto n , and 
Bartholomew. The chan ging shapes of th e 
country and styles of cartography arc also 
re fl ec ted in mo re de tailed co unty mappin g, not 
least by private surveyors in the late eighteenth 
century, as well as se ts of county maps in the 
atlases of H erman Moll (1725 and 17 45) and 
John Thomson (1832). Town plans have a long 
pedi gree in Scotland , with six teenth century 
views o f Edinburgh and St Andrews, but most 
smalle r burghs were mapped late r, espec iall y by 
John Wood in his T own Atlas of Scotland (1828) 
with its forty-eight town plans. There are also 
several hundred charts of Scottish coastal waters, 
including th ose by Waghenaer, Van Keulen , 

Abralram Or1eli11s' 
Scotiae tabula 
(1573) 

www:imcos.org 13 



The a tiona! Library of Scotland's website 

Lucas Jansz 
Waglrenaer's clrart 

of tire Firtlr of Fortlr 
(Beschrijvinge van 

een deel vann 
Schottlandt van 

Barnbourg tot 
Aberdein), witlr tire 
town of Bunrtisland 
slrown as a11 island 

(c. 1583). 

Below, Hemran 
Moll's The North 

Part of Great 
Britain called 

Scotland (1714), 
witlr rtiews taken 

from ]olrn Slezer's 
Theatrurn Scotiae 

of 1693. 
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Collins, Adair, Mackenzie, Huddart , and Ainslie, 
as well as more recent Admiralty Office charts 
from the 19rh centu ry. 

The NLS core coUections, inherited from the 
Libmy of the Faculty of Advocates (founded in 
1689), include many signifi cant cartographic 

treasures, and several important special collections 
and volumes have dedicated supporting infom1ation. 
The manuscript maps by T imothy Pont, Scotland 's 
earliest mapmaker I chorographer (c.1565-1 614) 
fonn a special feature, and from 2004 have included 
textual notes attributed to him. The Board of 

GREAT lllUTA l N 
c~ llrd 

SCOTL ..-\ ~ 0 

~~i~~ 
TnF )..r oR.TH 



A detail from Jolur 
Finlayson's A Plan 

of the Battle of 
Culloden and the 
adjacent Country 
(1746), replete witlr 

pro-Jacobite 
symbols. 

Below right, a 
detail from Jolur 
Wood's Plan of 

Dalkeith (1822), 
included in his 

Town Atlas of 
Scotland (1828) 

Ordnance and W ade collections, together contain 
about 400 milita1y maps of Scotland, primarily from 
th e 18th century, and record cartographically the 
maj or attempts to subdue the Scottish Jacobitcs in 
17 15 , 1719, and 1745-6. Following the Jacobites' 
final defeat at Culloden (recorded too in several 
battle plans) King George II was petitioned to 
support a comprehensive new survey, under the 
supctintendcnce of William Roy. This year we have 
been very pleased to add R oy's Military Sun1ey if 
Scotlaud (1747-1755) to our website, in collaboration 
with the British Library, a beautifi.dly hand-coloured 
and detailed milita1y map of all of mainland Scotland. 

Scotland 's first atlas, Joan Blacu's Atlas N ovus 
volume V o f Scotland in 1654, is presented in its 
entirety, w ith 48 colour maps and complete trans­
latio ns of the accompanying Latin text into 
English. George T aylor :tnd Andrew Skinner's 
Sun1ey and 111aps of the roads of North Britain or 
Scotland (1776), includes 61 plates of strip maps, in 
the style o f John O gilby's Britannia (1675). More 
recently, a facsimile of the Bath y111etrical Survey of 
the Fresh- Water Lochs of Scotland (1897 -1909) has 
been put onlin e, with 233 attractive layer­
coloured maps by Bartholo mew, and supporting 
pages of descriptive informati o n. Finally, the 
website is not just maps, but also views and 
pano ramas, which have been expanded this year 
with a special feature dedi cated to John Slczcr's 
Th eatm111 Sco riae of 1693, with its 57 views o f 
to wns and castles. W e are always happy to supply 
colour ptin touts, up to AO size, or images of any 
of these maps (for a fee!), along with perrnissio n to 
usc them in oth er publications. 

W\vw.imcos.o rg 15 



JOHN NURMINEN FOUNDATION'S 
SUPERBLY PRODUCED FULL COLOUR BOOKS 

ULTIMA THULE 
\ RC I IC 1. \1'1 OR.\ l 111'' 

"The extensive book The History of the 
Nordic Map, written by professor Ulla 
Ehrensvard, is mostly based on her 
own research. She has found forgotten 
treasures in the hiding places of foreign 
archives, reinterpreted the contents of 
maps, traced cartographers and artists 
and revealed unknown links. The book 
is an inexhaustible reference book, an 
inspiring text book and an excellent 
gift." 
Staffan Helmfrid, Professor Emeritus, 
Stockholm University 

Pages 375 
Size 240 x 278 mm 
Images 194 

With unique illustrations of excellent quality, Ultima 
Thule -Arctic Explorations provides an indispensable 
survey and source of information on the discovering 
of the extreme North. Ultima Thule also recounts the 
history of northern cartography and navigation; how the 
mythical north gradually took shape on maps, to become 
part of the European world picture. 

Pages 349 
Size 257 x 346 mm 
Images 266 

JOHN NURMINEN FOUNDATION 

To order or for information, please contact: 
john Nurminen Foundation www.johnnurminenfoundation. com 
Pasilankatu 2 erik. bask@johnnurminen. com 
00240 Helsinki, Finland 
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tel. + 358 10 545 2435 
fox. + 358 I 0 545 2429 



BOOI( REVIEWS 
A looh at recent publications 

The History of the Nordic Map: From Myths to 
Reality by Ulla Ehrensvard. John Nurminen 
Foundation, Pasilankatu 2, 002-1-0 Helsinki, Finland 
2006. Available from their website at 
http:! /wwwjohnnunninenfoundation.com 300 pp., 
200 black and white and colour illustrations. ISBN 
952-97-1-5- 20- 6 

The History of the ,"\.ordic ,\lap is a significant 
contribution to the cartographic literature about 
Scandinavia. T he book is not a cartobibliography, 
but an in-depth histori cal discussion of cartographic 
activiti es in the north and their linkages, both to 
one another and to other parts of Europe. The 
material is presented in twelve largely independent 
chapters that follow a roughly chronological 
order, starting with the earliest myths surrounding 
the mapping of the north and ending with a 
review of state vs. private control of mapping in 
the Scandinavian countries in the 18th and 19th 

centuries . Among the other chapters, Ill , VI, and 
VI I concern Olaus Magnus, Andreas Bureus, and 
the Atlas Danicus, whereas V, IX, and X cover the 
Arctic, land surveying, and sea charts, respectively. 

Ulla Ehrcmvard presents an incredible amount 
of informatio n in the 360 plus pages and almost 
200 illustrations contained in her book. For this 
reason, The History rif the Nordic i\lap is a tremendous 
resource for discovering details about the back­
ground of those who mapped the north . As one 
would expect, the author thoroughly cove rs key 
figures such as Magnus, Bureus, Jacob Z iegler, and 
Tycho Brahc. Perhaps more impressive arc the 
references to literally hundreds of lesser- known 
players involved in these undertakings. As an 
example of the densiry of the scholarship, aU of the 
following nam es appear in the narrative on a si ngl e 
page (1 12) : Sebastian Cabot, J ohn Dee, Gerard 
Mercator, Gemma Frisius, Dmitri Gerasimov, 
Sigismund von H erberstein, Augustin Hirschvogel, 
Hugh Willoughby, Richard Chancellor, Stephen 
Borough, Wi lli am Borough, Anthony Jenkinson , 
Gerard De Jodc, and Martin Frobisher. An anal­
ogous list of Scandinavian names would be even 
more extensive. 

Professor Ehrcnsvard has also made a signifi cant 
contribution in ill ustrating so many manuscript 

maps, charts, and plans. By their nature , these 
tend to be less familiar and n1.uch less accessible 
than printed ones. In addition, she frequently 
indicates within the text various repositories of 
manusc ript material. 

The John Nurminen Foundation has a strong 
interest in cartography and has published several 
books previously. Compared to these, The History 
of the Nordic ,\t!ap is smaller and has a ptinted-paper­
over-board cover rather than a dust jacket. Perhaps 
these choices reflect economic considerations. 
Nonetheless, the production is of high qualiry and 
the Foundation is to be commended in making 
the price so reasonable and ordering so easy. 

www.imcos.org 17 
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Furthermore, given that the book is published in 
Swedish, English, and Finnish editions, we must 
thank the Nurminen Foundation for what must be 
considerable price subsidization. 

My criticism of the book concerns not what it 
is, but w hat it might have been. Given the 
obvious conunitment and resources devoted to its 
production, the failure to make some incremental, 
high-yielding investments is disappointing. For 
example , more careful editing and proofreading 
would have avoided errors that are more annoying 
distractions rather than substantive deficiencies. 
Some of these are correct in the (original) 
Swedish, but Inistranslated or miscopied into the 
English (e.g., the date for Ptolemy on page 8, the 
date of 1544 for the publication of Johannes 
Magnus's book on page 75, and the caption to 

figure 91). Certain errors appear in both editions , 
such as the dates given for the maps in figures 5, 
36, and 64. More serious are the apparently 
inverted transparency used to print figure 9 and 
the reversal of the captions for figures 26 and 27. 

Three changes in The History of the Nordic Map 
would have significantly enhanced its utili ty and 
user friendliness. First, cross-references within the 
text to the illustrations would help comprehension 
as well as usability. (There is a single reference to 
"page 6, pi ct. 1" on page 325). It might also have 
led to better placeme nt of the illustrations. For 
example, a map by Gerhard Sch0ning appears as 
figure 162 on pp. 298-299, but Sch0ning is not 
discussed until page 333 (a nd only page 333 
appears in the index). Per Brahe's name appears in 
the caption to figure 106 on page 189, but he is 
not mentioned until page 201 (a nd his name does 
not appear in the index at all). 

Secondly, a scholarly book needs a full index, 
not just an " Index of People." Third, there is no 
complete alphabetic list of bibliographic references; 
they are given at the back for individual chapters. 

As an afterthought, an approximately 3 I 4-scale 
facsimile of the 1572 Lafrcri copy of the 1539 map 
of Olaus Magnus is folded and tipped in at the 
back of the book. Perhaps this was an after­
thought for the author and publisher as well , as I 
found no mention of its inclusion anywhere in the 
volume. Finally, I found it peculiar that in a book 
with so much biographical data, there was none 
about the author. 

But this is an incredibly reasonably priced, 
handsomely produced, content rich book. Much of 
the information is not otherwise readily accessible, 
especially in English; many of the illustrations are of 
cartographic manuscripts that arc not generally well 
known and may never have been reproduced 
before. It is not particularly user fiiendly but the 
reader who has some idea of what he is looking for 

will, like a determined early explorer, almost 
certainly discover something interesting, insightful, 
and worthwhile . 

William Ginsberg 

Find your way round early Georgian London, 
commentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises 
Ltd., 2003) 
Find your way round Mid-Georgian London, 
conunentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises 
Ltd., 2004) [PC version only] 
15 Miles round London in 1786. (Motco 
Enterprises Ltd., 2003) [PC only] 
Find your way round London in 1799, 
commentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises 
Ltd. , 2006) 
Find your way round Mid- Victorian London, 
COITU11Cntary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises 
Ltd., 2003) 
Dictionary of (the City oj) London, 1910 
commentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises 
Ltd., 2003) [PC only] 

All these CDs are published by Motco 
Enterprises Ltd, The Court House, Shamley 
Green, Guildford GUS OUB, UK. Tel. 44 
(0)7966 210 062; e-mail enquiries@motco.com; 
website www.motco.com 

The Motco series of scann ed maps grew from 
an ambitious and ongoing project to scan major 
maps and views of London. At the time it was far 
in advance of most similar exercises si nce under­
taken by major libraries throughout the wo rld. 
Since then some libraries and several private 
collectors and firms have caught up , though none 
cover London in such loving detail or with such 
ingenui ty. The CD-roms provide an enhancement 
enabling users to pinpoint locations in London in 
the style of an automated A-Z. 

The Dictionary, which is a digitisation of Henry 
Harben's scarce Dictionary of London published 
posthumously in 1918 but completed in 1910, 
does not include a map. It does though provide 
background information for the City of London 
elements of the other CDs. The other CDs 
proceed chronologically from Strype 's ward maps 
of the 1720s, Rocque 's great map of London and 
Westminster of 1746, Cary's one-inch-to-the­
mile pocket atlas of the country 15 mi les round 
London of 1786, the first edition, of 1799, of 
Horwood 's great map and finally Stanford's 
superb Library Map of Lo11don a11d its suburbs of 
1862. More- notably Rocque's great map of the 
environs of London and the 1892 edition of 
Stmiford's Library Map, are planned. Each CD is 



accompani ed .by excellent introdu ctions by Ralph 
Hyde and by indexes of placenames, 
supplemented in the case of Cary by an index of 
landowners. 

The novel 'yellow circle navigation' pioneered 
by Motco enables particular locations to be 
zoomed into very easily and speedily. 

I found the CDs easy to use. You can find 
your way to the areas of interest to you either by 
clicking repeatedly on the (necessarily very much 
reduced) image of the whole ntap or by clicking 
on the place names lists in the left-hand columns. 
In all cases the quality of the images is superb. 

The CDs cannot reproduce the spaciousness of 
the original sheet maps which enable the reader to 
make comparisons across the whole surface of the 
map. On the other hand it enables atlases such as 
Cary's or disparate maps such as Strype's to be 
treated in the same manner, despite the difference 
of original format, and examples of the great wall 
maps that are in superb condition only because the 
individual sheets were bound up as atlases to be 
digitally ' unbound ' and assembled, producing the 
efficient fincling aid that Motco proclaims that it 
sets out to provide 'for historians, genealogists, 
researchers, authors and producers'. Users of Macs 
can use these CDs, with the exceptions noted 
above, and it is presumably intended for all of the 
CDs to be Mac-compatible before too long. 

All in all these CDs can be strongly recom­
mended for computer-li terate members as an 
automated supplement to the London 
Topographical Society's own popular series of 
published A-Zs. 

Peter Barber 
Head of Map Collections, The British Library 

Beyond Capricorn: How Portuguese adventurers 
secretly discovered and charted Australia and 
New Zealand 250 years before Captain Cook by 
Peter Trickett. East Street Publications, Bowden, 
Adelaide, South Australia, 2007. 386 pp. ISBN 
978097511-4599. Paperback, price AU$35. 

In 1786 Alexander Dalrymple suggested that a 
long coastline trencling southwards from the eastern 
end of Sumbawa on what is now known as the 
Harleian, or Dauphin world map, could be the east 
coast of Australia. From this seed there grew a much 
debated belief that the Portuguese, in the 1520s, 
cliscovered both it, and its 'west coast', which 
descends from the western end ofJava, even though 
the 'continent', usually known as Java Ia Cra11de 
(Great Java) was much too far west. The Harleian 
map was one of a number of mid-16th century 

maps, known collectively as the Dieppe maps, 
which portrayed this landmass with inscriptions in 
French, Portuguese and Gallicized Portuguese. Later 
writers expanded upon this idea by assuming that 
what are clearly idenrified as Java and Sumbawa 
were in fact Amhem Land and Cape York Peninsula 
respectively, or that the latter two had been hidden 
under those Indonesian islands. On none of the 
Dieppe maps does this enigmatic feature have any 
south coast, but on some of them, both southward­
trencling coasts are extended hypothetically to the 
north coast ofTierra del Fuego. Various hypotheses 
have been propounded in attempts to explain why 
'Australia' was so far west, why there were no 
surviving Portuguese maps, or other documentation 
recording their 'cliscovery' of it, and why a number 
of features conspicuously failed to equate \ovith 

HOW PORTUGUESE ADVENTURERS 
SECRETLY DISCOVERED AND M~PPED/: 

AUSTRALIA AND EW ZEALA &......- ! 
250 YEARS BEFORE CAPTAii;'J C 'K 

- --¥--

PETER TRICKETT 
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Australia's coastline, most notably a large triangular 
peninsular at the southern end of the east coast. 

This is the sixth book since 1893 to try to 
establish the validity of these hypotheses. The 
details of the Portuguese discovery claim are all 
different, even though they arc all based on the 
same supposed evidence - the large, enigmatic 
'continent' of )a1'a Ia Grande. 

Some wrecks and miscellaneous artif.1cts found 
around the coasts of Australia and New Zealand 
have been claimed to be Portuguese, thus 
supposedly providing additional evidence. 
Trickett colourfully attempts to establish the 
validity of some of these artifacts which critics 
have rejected, and adds one item to the list - a 
fishing net sinker. Readers can judge how 
successful he has been, but it is upon the identity 
of ) a11a Ia Grande that his case stands or falls. 

Part of the cast coast of this landmass docs look 
a bit like the 'corresponding' coast of Queensland 
and northern New South Wales but there is no 
Australian feature corresponding to the large 
triangular projection at its southern end. No less 
than six different specu lative identifications of this 
feature have been produced, including tvvo different 
headlands of Tasmania and the East Cape of New 
Zealand 's North Island. 

It is a basic p1inciple of research that the proof 
of any hypothesis requires that all available evidence 
should be criti ca lly examined. Trickett relics 
entirely on maps in the so- called 'Vallard' atlas of 
1547. This failure to compare the Vallard charts, 
and more especially their coastal insoiptions with 
those on the other Dicppe maps inevitably gives an 
unbalanced view of Java Ia Grande. 

If evidence docs not suit a theory one solution 
is to alter it. Trickett's so lution to the problem 
presented by the major, key feature, the east coast 
triangular promontory, is to assert that the French 
joined two sections of Portuguese map in correctl y 
at the upper base of the triangle. On that pretext, 
with a computer, he doctors the promontory by 
rotating it and the islands just off its shore, 90° 
clockwise, thus turning its headland into 
'Wilson's Promontory ', and extending the 
Australian coastline to west of 'Kangaroo Island' 
in South Australia. It also enables him to turn an 
adjacent island into New Zealand 's North Island. 

When compating enigmatic coastlines on 16th 

century maps with their supposed equivalents on 
modern maps, scales arc important. Trickett, 
however, on his 'comparative' sketch maps gives no 
indication of scales whatsoever. He consequently 
f.1ils to realize that his 'Wilson's Promontory' is 
nearly l7°, nearly 2000 kms, sourh of the real 
promontory! Such tinkering with evidence docs 
not rewrite history. 

The Vallard atlas is unique in one particular 
regard. On both the east and west coasts of the 
continent ofjava Ia Grande, or TeiTa)m'a in this atlas, 
there are over 50 coastal inscriptions where the 
other Dieppe maps have about ten on each, va1ying 
slightly in number and spelling from one to another. 
The most significant ones on the west coast are 
omitted from the 'Vallard' west coast, and some 
from the east coast too. Trickett docs make an 
attempt to deal with coastal inscriptions, but 
assumes that the 'Vallard' cartographer had access to 
much more infonnation than any of the other 
cartographers. The assumption is wrong. Some 
cartographers inserted invented insetiptions on 
coastlines that had relatively few, in order to impress 
whichever wealthy patron or dignita1y the map or 
atlas was intended for. This is clearly one such case. 
Ttickett believes that the 'Vallard' inscriptions on 
those two coasts are in Portuguese or French. 
Although some are, the inscriptions arc actually in 
an astonishing jumble of Romance languages. By 
wishfi.1l thinking and a vivid imagination Trickett 
manages to match up a number of these hybtid 
inscriptions with features on the Australian coastline. 

A quite different solution to the identity of 
Java Ia Grande/Terra Java was recently published, 
comparing the place-name evidence on a number 
of the Dieppe maps. It claims that the en igmatic 
continent has nothing to do with Australia but 
that both coasts arc actually misplaced co pies of 
ea rly, differently scaled, Portuguese sketch charts 
of other parts of Asia, the west and south west 
coasts of Java itself, and the south ern part of 
Vietnam, together with the islands to the east of 
it. It suggests that the French evidently believed 
that these two charts were genu ine but were 
unable to identifY them so specu latively attac hed 
them to the blank south coasts of Java and 
Sumbawa; under the impression that they cou ld 
be part of the great southern continent which was 
widely believed to exist. 

Trickett himself mentions that the above 
solution by a 'retired Australian academic ... has 
been met with acclaim in orthodox academic 
circles', but rejects its findings. He omits to 
mention the author of the book or its publisher. 

Peter Ttickett is an experienced journalist so 
despite the critical comments above his book is 
very readable, especially when he re-examines 
some of the 'complcmenta1y' evidence of wrecks 
and artefacts of reputedly Portuguese origin. It 
may sell well but it is certain ly not history. 

W.A.R. Richardson, 
Associate Professor (Spanish and Portuguese), 
School of Humanities, Flinders University, 
Adelaide, South Australia. 



Maps from the Age ofDiscovery 

New Worlds. Maps from the Age of Discovery 
by Ashley and Miles Baynton-Williams. Quercus 
Publishing, 21 Bloomsbury Square, London, 
2006. H ardback, 224 pages, price £40. ISBN 978-
1-90520-480-9 NB. The reviewer has seen this 
book for sale with Bibliophile at the reduced price 
of £20 plus p&p (tel. (0)20-7515-9222). 

This large and beautifully produced book is the 
product of the third generation of their family to 
work in the field of antiquarian maps. "Gathered 
from five centuri es of exploration are over 120 
maps of oceans and continents, mountains and 
forests, cities and shires. Presented 111 

chron o logical order these maps record the 
adventures and discoveries - not to m ention 
fantasies and outright lies - of explorers, 
merchants, travellers and cartographers." 

The book fulfil s the promise of its description 
containing maps produced from 1475 to 1899. 
The large format allows for full size reproduction 
of many maps such as those from the atlases of 
Ortelius, Mercato r, de Jode, Plancius, Blaeu etc. 
When this is not possible, for example double page 
maps, at least a part of the image is enlarged . The 
consequence is that the details and place names can 
be seen easily rather than the usual reduced 
impressions. The maps are either in full colour or 
monochrome according to the state of the original 
and each is accompanied by a short commentary. 

This is not just another book of the classic 
antiquarian maps although some of these are 
included . It also contains battle plans like Mortier's 

1705 "A most Exact and Accurate Plan of the 
Several Attacks at the Famous Battle of 
Blenheim," maps from the voyages of discovery, 
town and city plans, and maps on playing cards. 

A lighter touch is added by such items as Lauric 
and Whittle's "A whimsical sketch ofEuropc" dated 
1806 and William Miller's 1810 " Map of 
Matrimony. " The book ends with a selection of 
map dealers, a short bibliography and a useful index. 

This is not a serious academic treatise but a 
lavish and enjoyable trip through a wide selection 
of early maps , many not seen regularly elsewhere. 

Barbara A. Thomas 

THE MAP 
A poem by Elizabeth Bishop 

Land lies in water; it is shadowed green. 
Shadows, or are they shallows, at its edges 
showing the line of long sea-weeded ledges 
where weeds hang to the sim.ple blue from green. 
Or does the land lean down to lift the sea from under, 
Drawing it unperturbed around itself? 
Along the fine tan sandy shelf 
is the land tugging at the sea from under? 

The shadow of Newfoundland lies flat and still. 
Labrador's yellow, where the moony Eskimo 
has oiled it. We can stroke these lovely bays, 
under a glass as if they were expected to blossom, 
or as if to provide a clean cage for invisible fish. 
The names of seashore towns run out to sea, 
the names of cities cross the neighbouring mountains 
- the printer here experiencing the same excitem.ent 
as when emotion too far exceeds its cause . 
These peninsulas take the water between thumb and finger 
like women feeling for the smoothness of yard-goods. 

Mapped waters are more quiet than the land is, 
lending the land their waves' own conformation: 
and Norway's hare runs south in agitation, 
profiles investigate the sea, where land is. 
Are they assigned, or can the countries pick their colours:> 
What suits the cha racter or the native waters best. 
Topography displays no favourites; North's as ncar as West. 
More delicate than the historians' arc the map-makers' colours. 
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WATTIS FINE ART 

Specialists in Antique Maps of Asia, 

South East Asia and China 

www. wattis.com.hk 

WATTIS FINE ART 
20, Hollywood Road 2/ F. Central, Hong Kong 

Tel. (852)2524 5302 • Fax. (852)2840 1723 • E-mail. info@wattis.com.hk 

www.1 mcos.org 25 



Antique Map Price Record 
CD-ROM- Volume 22 (1983-2007) 

The annual guide to the antiquarian map trade 

Fully, and quickly, searchable 
Over 113,000 price records 
Over 47,000 separate map titles 
Over 49,000 carto-bibliographical citations 
Over13 ,000 records linked to hi-res images 
Available forMS/Windows or Macintosh 

MapRecord Publications 
www.maprecord.com 

60 Shepard St. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
USA 
Tel: 1-617-661-3718 Fax: 1-617-868-1229 
e-mail: JeremyPool@comcast.net 

in Milan 

Maps - Views - Decorative Prints 

visit our selection of maps at: 

www.pettinarolimapsandprints.com 

F. Pettinaroli S.a.S. 
20121 Milano- Italy 

Piazza San Fedele 2 (ingr. da Via T. Marino) 
Tel. 0039.02.86.46.18. 75 - 0039.02 .86.46.46.42 - Fax 0039.02.72.02.29.46 

26 IM CoS Journal 



You WRITE To Us 

Identification of map of Iceland 
Thank you to all those who sent in identification 
of the map of Iceland belonging to Dr Barbara 
Thomas. Below are just a sample of those who 
contributed. From them we learned many differ­
ent things about both the cartographer and his 
work. 

'This is one of the many maps from Scherer's Atlas 
Novt.ts, 1702-1710. Copies vary between 7 and 8 
volumes and their map composition is not always 
standard. There are 166 maps and related prints in 
the copy in the British Library (under the 
Terrestrial Atlases section as T -SHER-1a) includ­
ing this map twice; once as no.80 in part 4 (1) and 
again as no.151 in part 6. The projection arranged 
around the North Pole and the sharply engraved 
artwork are typical of Scherer and his engravers. 
The BL shelfmark is 572.k.1-8'. 

Rodney Shirley, Buckingham, England 

'May l ofl:er an identification of the map posted by 
Dr Thomas "Regionvm Polarivm Lapponiae 
Islandiae . . .. " The map is by Heinrich Scherer 
from his seven-part Atlas Novus. The part in w hich 
this map appears was published in Munich in 
1703. Scherer signed his work "R.P. Henrico 
Scherer, Societatis J esu," and his Catholic faith 
and rnissionary zeal figure prominently throughout 
the maps in this atlas. This map portrays supplicant 
Lapps worshipping the sun while ignoring the sign 
of the Trinity over their beads, and criticises their 
practice in the text above. In addition to the Jesuit 
content, this map displays several of the other 
characteristics of Scherer's maps: suns beaming as 
dramatically as did windroses in the previous 
century; finely detail ed cartouches in several parts 
of the maps (all the more impressive given the 
relatively small folio size of the volumes); and 
frequent use of Polar or (as here) quasi-polar 
projections. ' 

Dean Menegas, London, England 

'I have the map belonging to Dr Thomas and can 
inform you that it is from Mlinchen by Heinrich 
Scherer, engraved by J.B. Homann (24x26cm). 
See also Scherer's world map Shirley 626.' 

TUF Columbus, Denmark 

Can anyone help? 
I am looking for the following: 'Switzerland: 
drawn for the heliogravure process at Stanford's 
Geographical Establi shment' ; scale 1 :506 880 or 8 
miles to 1 inch ; London : Edward Stanford [, 
1894 to ca 1923 or later] ; 49 x 66 em. 

Issued either as a flat sheet (with or without 
plate number either 39 or 42 
stamped/punched on verso at top right corner) ; as 
folded , dissected, & mounted (as a 'pocket map') 
in Stanford's typical hard green covers with his 
title label on front (either as 'Map of Switzerland ' 
from ca 1894 or 'London Atlas Map of 
Switzerland' by 1923) ; or issued in situ in either 
Stanford's London atlas of universal geography ... : Folio 
Edition, 'Second issue. Revised and enlarged' 
(1894 to 1901) and 'Third edition, revised and 
enlarged' (1904 to ca 1916), or as plate 13 111 

Stanford's family atlas of general geography (1894 or 
1896 'editions'). 

This is for the published version, m 
Cartographica Helvetica Qanuary 2008), of my 
Poster Session presented at the 22nd 
International Conference on the History of 
Cartography, Bern(e), 8-13 July 2007. In my 
carto-bibliography (giving locations of exem­
plars), being included in the article, any private 
locations of any exemplars of the map or atlas will 
be indicated by 'P' and a number only: any readers 
of the article will have access to these only 
through my consulting with the private owners 
for permission to put them in touch with each 
other. Currently I have locations of exemplars 
noted in 36 public and private collections m 
Europe, North America , and Australasia. 

Francis Herbert 
Francis Herbert is former Curator of Maps , RGS-IBG; 
author of entry for Edward Stanford [sr) in Oxford 
dictionary of national biography (2004); author of 
'The London atlas of universal geography from john 
Arrowsmith to Edward Stanford: ... a British world atlas 
from the 1830s to the 1930s' in Imago Mundi, 
1989, vo/ .41 , pp.[98)-123 where, on pp.116-118, 
the first of ten states hitherto identified (the one lacking 
toponyms) is mentioned and illustrated . 

If you are able to help please write to me: Francis 
Herbert, 46 Chilcombe House, Fontley Way, 
Roebampton SW15 4NB or write c/o the Editor 
of the journal. 
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]OHN & CHARLES WALI(ER 
the county maps 1835-1896 (Part Tlvo) 

by Tim Nicholso n 

For Part 0 11e of this article see IMC oS Journal 
NJ ·110 {A IIfltlll/1 2007). 

B
y the 1850s there were signs that the 
W alkers' strategy of short-term ad va ntage 
in their dealings with their main customers 
was coming home to roost. In 1855 the 

engraving and ptinting of Adrniralty charts was 
transferred to T ho mas M alby & Sons, an outs ide 
engraver and lithographic printer. IS By this time 
Jo hn W alker was 68 and the mental degeneration 
that was to blight the few remaining years of his 
working life may already have set in, perh aps 
explaining th e Admiralty's acti o n. By the late 
1860s his fac ulties had deteri orated badly. At the 
sa me time the India Oflice, l9 owner ofWalker's 
last remaining maj or assets - the plates of the 
ongoing A tlas of l11dia and of the East India 
Company's sea charts - started to transfer the 
preparatio n and printing of the Company's charts 
to the Admiralty H ydrographic O ffi ce: a politi cal 
measure, an sm g from th e ending o f the 
Company's powers. But in 1870 the Surveyo r 
Ge neral of India removed the making of all new 
A tlas of India plates, together with their engravers, 
to Calcutta in order to publish on the spot. T he 
combinati on of events must have devastated the 
company. Jo hn Walker finally retired in 1872. In 
that year C harles died and Jo hn followed him a 
year later. 

The enigmati c fi gure ofThomas Connell now 
appeared on the scene. From what little is known 
about him , some more can be inferred. Connell 
had been a surveyor's clerk and an engraver; and 
he desnibed himself as a geographer (see note 1 in 
Part I). T here must have been more to him than 
this bald outline suggested , for in 1869 he was 
given temporary respo nsibili ty fo r the continuing 
publication of the A tlas of India , before this was 
transferred to Calcutta the following year. Also in 
1869 , Malby & Sons took over all the company's 
surviving ptinting. A new regime was being put in 
place. 

A plausible hypothesis can be constructed &om 
the few known fac ts. Connell had a W alker 
connecti on from at least 1869, w hen he briefl y 

looked after the A tlas of I11dia. Walker were at their 
37 Castle Street ho me that year, and Connell gives 
the same business address20 in his will of 1894. It 
is not unreasonable to sunnise that he was working 
for , or even running, the company in the inter­
vening 25 years. In the 1861 census he was still a 
surveyo r's cl erk . By 1871 he was described as a 
"map seller" w hich, in conjuncti o n with his 

Fig. 1 
Leicestershire, a 
fox hunting map of 
tire 1880s. Yellow 
main roads replace 
uncoloured, but map 
and local 
iriformation style is 
pre-1870s. 
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Walker County Maps 

Fig. 2 
A Letts cover of a 

map ofKent, 
1870s-1880s. 

Fig. 3 (Far l-ight) 
Middlesex. A Letts 

co11er 1870s-1880s. 
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apparent status, probably means that he was 
responsible for Walker's sales . In 1881 he bore the 
tide "map trader'' which had slightly broader 
connotations. By the time of the 1891 census he 
was a "map publisher" , which implies the 
supervision of the company's operations. The 
county maps continued to appear, under different 
publishers' names, into the 1890s. All this suggests 
that Walker, under Connell , retained control of 
the county plates to the end of the fim1 's life. The 
fact that Connell left a net estate of £1009 (about 
£62,000 in today's terms) itself implies managerial 
rather than some lesser status . 

But in 1869 Walker were in no shape to 
compete with far-sighted, vigorous entrepreneurs21 
with their own or bought-in plates for sectional 
and town maps as well as county maps which were 
sold cheaply and in quantity to the public and to 
other publishers, and were susceptible to 
modernising because the money was there. Lack 
of resources precluded any new engraving or 
major publishing enterprises, but that said, 
Connell made a fair fist of exploiting the 
company's remaining asset, the county map plates . 
Malby & Sons printed by lithography. This 
speeded up printing and allowed plate alterations 
to be made cheaply , so modernising the 
company 's operations. Connell made full use of 
the county plates, selling the map to customers old 
and new. He rei nvented Walker as a publisher in 

their own right. He published a series that Walker 
had hitherto only so ld to another publisher; and he 
introduced a new seties for a new market using the 
county plates in modified form. While doing so he 
modernised the look of the maps as far as the firm's 
lack of resources allowed; and he kept the infor­
mation provided more up to date . With so few 
assets, Connell cou ld not turn the company 
around, but he enabled it to rise from the ashes 
and survive another generation. 

One of Walker's new customers was the 
distinguished book publisher John Murray. The 
county volumes of their Handbook for trm;el/ers, 
dating from the 1870s and 1880s, included 
uncoloured Walker maps with the Walker imprint 
at the bottom right hand corner. The maps were 
reissued in successive editions of the guides without 
updating. 

The maps that returned to their creator were 
those originally made for William Colling 
Hobson. By about 1878 he was retired or dead, 
and Walker, in their new guise, took on the publi­
cation of the hunt maps and atlas themselves . The 
earliest known Walker hunt atlas dates from 
around 1880, and the first separate map from 
1881-2. Their design had remained unchanged 
since their inception; now, Walker made only 
one, minor, alteration- the adoption of yellow fill 
for main roads. This was probably done to bring 
the colouring into lin e with that of the mainstream 



maps. Otherwise, the hunt maps retained their 
origina l cover design and their old-£1shioned 
look until the end. This came in 1895, when the 
last known edition of the Fox-Hu11fillg Atlas was 
published.~~ In this period Edward Stanford also 
sold the maps, and J o hn Murray and Letts Son & 
Co the atlas, the last-named with their own 
cove rs on it . In all , there had been 14 reco rd ed 
reprints of the hunt atlas since its in ception. 

The new Walker series was an adaptation of 
the county map that seems to have first appeared 
in the 1870s. Rather late in the day, Walker was 
entering the market for cheap paper maps 
pioneered 20 years before by now powerful, 
established publishers (sec note 21 ). On plain buff 
card covers was the title vValker's railumy a11d road 
111ap rif. .. followed by the county name eith er 
p1inted direct, or on a pasted-on yellow label. The 
cover format was larger and taller than standard 
(177mm x 111mm), allowing fewer folds and a 
slimmer map. The price is unknown. Inside was a 
modestly redesigned, hand-coloured Walker 
offering on paper, with railways updated to 
between the mid 1870s and late 1880s23 For the 
first time since 1835, up-to-date census figures 
were provided. Some maps have a pasted-on label 
with population information fi·om the 1881 census 
superseding earlier printed figures. Many sheets 
bore 3 Longman imprint, but others carri ed only 
Walker's name as the publisher. For the first time 
since the 1830s Walker offered one colour choice 

only, COITtbining green woodland and main roads 
yellow-filled, as on the contemporary hunt maps, 
and as colourful as the mass-market maps of the 
competition. 

This colour combination was standardised also 
on the "straight" county map, on cloth, and still 
folded in the original Walker small-format covers 
of 1835. These made it look very drab and old­
fashioned; although a scarcely more att ractive 
alternative has been seen, with small gold lettering 
stamped on dark brown cloth. H ere again, old 
census information was replaced in later printings 
by a label with updated population figures from 
the 1881 count. The span of publication dates, 
ascertainable from the census dates and rai lways on 
maps seen , lay between the early 1870s and 
1885.24 Maps fi·om the latter end of the period are 
known with Edward Stanford's name on a label 
inside the cover. The imprint in the margin was 
either Longman or Walker. 

It looks as though these maps, and Walker's 
railu,ay a11d road 111ap of ... , established Walker in 
their role as publishers. The evidence is 
circumstantial but suggestive. From the early 
1870s they were no longer either engravers or 
printers, so actual publishing was the only activity 

WALKER'S 

RAILW-AY !liD ROAD ... 
MAP OF · 

WARWICKSHIRE. 
37, CAsTLE STREET, HOLBOBN. 

Fig. 4 (Far left) 
Derbyshire, a 
Wyld cover, 1880s. 

Fig. 5 
(Left) Walker's 
railway and road 
Map of 
Warwickshire. 
Old wi11e i11 a IJeiV 

bottle: Walker's 
neau paper series in 
card covers, 1870s-
1880s. 
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Walker County Maps 

Fig. 6 
Letts's new m a p 
of Nottingha m , 

1880s. Moderuised 
style, new 

infonnation, new 
co nventional signs, 

washes colo11r 
p rinted, sixpence on 

paper. 
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left to justi fy the presence o f their name in the 
margin . T heir name, too , appea rs m o re 
frequently in the imprin t . Furtherm o re, it is hard 
to believe that Lo ngm an remained a customer 
fo r the county maps fo r half a century witho ut 
updating thei r imprints. By the 1870s all the 
partners (except the current Lo ngm an) listed in 
the margins o f th e maps had been dead o r retired 
for at least 20 or 30 years. l t seems likely that for 
som e time W alker had been using up surplus old 
stock o ri gin all y p rinted fo r Lo ngman , and 
publishing it themse lves . 

The style change , begun under the aegis o f 
W alker/ Lo ngman and Stanfo rd , was completed 
under the W yld and Letts imprints25 Under 
Jam es W yld Jr ., the W alker name, formerly w rit 
large beneath the ca rto uche, was obliterated wi th 
a label bea ring W yld 's nam e, as was th e 
publisher's name in the bottom margi n, whatever 
that m.ight be. W alker, the engravers to two 
gove rnments, we re nothing but a mem o ry. 

Figures from the 188 1 census were now printed 
on the map. T he map 's rather sparse info mu tio n 
was greatly expanded. Ex.is ting info mu ti on was 
retained , and a new, large panel showed coloured 
conve ntional signs for hills dangero us to cyclists; 
and towns with different populatio ns and co urts 
of law, those with market days, and those w here 
post horses could be hired26 

A further small redesign made the map appear 
m ore modem : gone was the old , decorative 
county title, to be replaced by plain. solid black, 
serif lettering. The map lost its green woods, 
possibly because an overall colour wash replaced 
the fom1er colour-shaded constituency boundari es, 
but gained blue sea. Another innovati o n was 
colour printing. This is recognisable in the colo ur 
wash of land and sea, which has a pronounced 
screen and in the even, consistentl y poor, register 
between colours on roads that was typical of earl y 
colour printing. Letts maps and perhaps others 
showed railways under construction as red dashes. 
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Individual maps might have special fea tures such as 
the new Manchester Ship Canal as a thick red line 
on Cheshire, and red crosses o n Essex to show the 
incidence of the 1884 earthquake shocks. The 
nam e that W yld gave to the seri es appealed to a 
new and rapidly growing m ark et: "Small bicycle 
maps o f the counties ofEngland. " The W yld maps 
seen, dated from their railways, appeared in 1882-
1884. Lists of W yld publicati ons were pasted 
inside the covers. The price on cloth in board 
covers was 2s . Cover and map proudly announced 
W yld 's status as Geographer to H er Majesty the 
Queen (sec note 1). After the death ofJames W yld 
Jr. in 1887 the company went into decline, and six 
years later it was sold to G.W. Bacon. 

On maps that the writer has seen, the state of 
the railways suggests that Letts Son & C o and their 
successors as map publishers, Mason & Payne, 
bought the county maps from the late 1870s 
onwards. Under the Letts flag, the Walker's railway 
a11d road 111 ap design was retained o n cloth maps 
until about 1882, and then was gi ven the full 
updating. T he series was christened "Letts's bicycle 
and tourist maps" ("mostly reduced fro m the 
Ordnance Survey") . The cloth di ssected version, 
costing 2s 6d , was seen in handsome gold-blocked 
covers fea turing either a pile of books surmo unted 
by a crown, or else a heraldic belt encircling the 
text. Both have been seen on maps dateable fro m 
the rail ways to the 1878-1 881 pcti od. An ad ver­
tisement fo r the seri es might be pas ted inside the 
front cover, offering a paper map priced at 1 s.27 
This, in board covers, had less colour and was 
unmodcrniscd except for census figures . Railways 
were cased black, without a colo ur fill , and 
proposed lines were added in solid black. T he sea, 
too, was uncoloured. Constituencies, and some­
times even an entire county such as Middlesex, 
were given a hand-coloured wash. T he W alker 
name still appears below the ca rto uche and in the 
margin , but then the Letts name is printed in the 
bottom margin. With the conung of the fully 
redesigned map on cloth around 1882, the Letts 
nam e is printed in both places: that of W alker is 
banished as if it has never been. Late Letts maps are 
known w ith a tiny publicatio n date, coded o r ell 
clair, in the bortom margin. 

Like the maj or publishers, Letts in the mid-
1880s also o ffered cheap and cheerful paper maps 
targeting all travellers, with the comprehensive 
cover titl e o f Letts's new map of [county name.[ for 
bicyclillg, walking, ridillg and railway travelling. 
Vignettes in each co rner of the buff front cover 
fea tured a cyclist o n a high "ordinary" bicycle, a 
hiker, a ho rse rider, and a train . T he cover fo rmat 
was large (125 x 185mm), to allow a striking 
cover design to be more visible, and there were 

eight folds instead o f 15. Inside was o ne o f the 
redesigned coun ty maps. The price was 6d in 
paper covers, l s in boards, and 2s 6d colo ured o n 
cloth. 

The las t record ed editi o n o f the 

Fig. 7 

Longman/ W alker British atlas cam.e out in 1880 
after 16 known printings,28 on each occasion with 
some if not all maps updated. Four years later Letts 
lithographed it , with maps in their redesigned 
form, as Letts's popular CO /lil ly atlas under their ow n 
imprint. But w ithin mo nths, Letts, Son & Co 
experienced its own trauma. Already in 1881, they 
had lost thei r valuable diary business w hen C harl es 
Letts (the "Son" of the fim1 's nam e) left to set up his 

Letts's old-style 
shilling paper map 
of Essex, with no 
colour except for a 
pale wash over 
counties, c.1880. 
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vValkcr County Maps 

Fig. 8 
Letts' county map 

for cyclists, 
pedestrians & 

tourists, Kent, 
price 6d fr-om 

Geor'ge Gill & Sons. 
Obvio11sly also 

meant fo•• aerorrauts 
(note tire balloons). 

By co11rtesy of Tony 
B11rgess. 
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own company specialising in this line. Now, at the 
end of 188-1-, Letts Son & Co went into 
liquidation.29 About a year later John Mason, 
formerly General Manager, bought the Letts map 
business and took William Payne, formerly its 
head, with him to set up Mason & Payne, map 
publishers. "Letts's bicycle and tourist maps," still 
suppli ed by Walker, continued under that name 
with the Mason & Payne nam e at the bottom of 
the cover. So did the cheap Letts's ner11111ap of .. , at 
the sa me price, except for the cloth map in boards, 
w hich was reduced to 1 s 6d. Clea rl y the Letts 
name was thought to help saJcs.->o The latest 
known map with a Mason & Payne imprint can be 
dated to 1891. Four yea rs ea rlier, the firm had 
republished Letts's popular couury arias under their 
own imprint. 

In the early 1890s George Gill & Sons published 
the counry map under the title Letts's county lllapsfor 
pcdcstriaus and tourisrs, further perpetuating the Letts 

nan1.e. They were folded in strikingly colourful 
covers featming a cyclist, a walker, a pony and trap, 
and even a hot-air balloon. Coloured paper maps in 
large-fom1.at stiff covers sold for 6d, which matched 
the ptice and specification of the contemporary, 
mass-marketed Gall & Inglis and Bacon cou nty 
maps . Sixpence was half what has been asked for 
Letts's nel/1 111ap of .. , while for 9d one could buy the 
same map on cloth. 

Little is known about the last known pub li sher 
of the Walker county maps . By 1888 E. Forster 
Groom,31 a general map publisher trading at that 
time under the name of the Charing Cross Central 
Depot for Popular Maps, we re offering the coun ty 
maps in their own covers . In 1894- 5 they were 
buying-in the Letts/Mason & Payne dated maps 
under the Forster Groom name. 

By that time the sto ry was almost over. 
Thomas Connell died in March 1895, aged 75. 
The writer has found no county atlases, maps or 
derivations of them of a later date; and from 1896, 
after 62 years, the Walker name van ishes from the 
Post Office Directory. Now, the last gap in our 
knowledge of the Walker stmy opens. The plates 
and remaining stock were bought by Edward 
Stanford in May 1896, presumably in a sale of the 
company's effects: the question is, why' Did they 
envisage a new county series of their own w hich 
would need protecting fi·om competition, or did 
they intend taking the "qu ick-fix" ro ute of buying 
existi ng plates w hich was followed by Gall & 
Ingli s, Bacon and others' If so, neither plan came 
to fruition . Stanford did not buy the plates to melt 
them down , since they reta ined them until 1944 
when they we re fina lly sent for wartime scrap. So 
vanished the last survi ving fi·agments of a once 
great name, made into a Spitfi re32 

Notes: 
18. The firms already had links. In 1853 John Walker 

had proposed Thomas Malby Jr. as a Fellow of the 

Royal Geographical Socicry. Sec Francis H erbert, "The 

Royal Geographical Sociery's membership, the map 

trade, and geographical publishing in Britain 1830 to 

c.1930," hna,Ro .1/uudi 35, 1983. 
19. The Btirish Govcmment dcpam11ent mling India since 

the ending of the East India Company's powers in 1858. 
20. In fact 37 Furnival Street, the new name of Castle 

Street since 1885. 
21. Such as Philip. Cntch.lcy, Gall & Inglis, Bacon and 

Bartholomew. These rook fi.tll advamage of d1c new mass 

market of railway and later bicycle users, and were, or 

became. fi.11l blown ptimcrs and publishers, not just suppliers. 

22. This was also the date of the last known priming of 

any Walk er map: sec below. 

23. One updated sheet seen with a Walker imptint in the 



bottom margin has the old, no.9 Castle Stree t address 

beside it , implying an m~ginal, pre-Railway m1d road 111ap 
print date of before 1867 left on a much later publicarion. 

24 . At this time, inconsistency in the portrayal of rail ­

ways is particularly rampant (sec note 17). Lines open 

arc missing, or still shown as projects, without casing; 
li nes unbu ilt are shown as complete; and information is 

contrad ictory. For example, on a map of Somerset 
showing the Watchct- M inehead line. opened in 1874, 
th e Midland Railway line fi·om Yare to Thornbury, 

opened in 1869 . is not present. 

25. It is clear that Walker continued to sell maps to 

whichever publisher wanted them; there was no exclu­

sive contract , and the parties seemed unconcerned by 

the competition. 

26. A we ll-to-do person trave lling private ly with 

luggage, and wa nting to go beyond ra il ways, could 

attach hired post horses to his ca rriage, rather than 

using his own. If not a local, he might have se nt th e 

carriage ahead by rail to the town 's railway station. 

27. Late r, a coloured paper map in paper covers could 

be had for 6d, offering direct competition to the likes 

of Bacon and Gall & Inglis. 

28 . J.l3. Harley, op .cit. 
29. The Bookseller, Feb.4 1885,98: March 5 1885, 234; 

April 4 1885, 338. 

30. As was that of the late G.F. C ruchlcy, when some 

of his plates were bought by Gall & Inglis in 1877. 

31. To be more familiar in the new ce ntury for 

military maps. 

32. [Stanford 's plate and stone in ventory], MS listing 

c. 1892 and later. The county map plates were engraved 

on steel rather than the more usual copper. Fran cis 

H erbert, personal communication. 
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Fig. 9 
Hampshire, 
Clrari11g Cross 
Ce11tral D epot, 1888 
railways. Pa11el of 
new irrformation and 
conventional signs, 
Letts date code 
September 1885 i11 
bottom left margi11. 
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Jo Ann and Richard Casten, Ltd. 

Antique Maps and Atlases 

Specializing in fine rare antique maps 
from the 15th to the 1sth centuries 

We have one of the finest stocks of maps of all 
geographic areas with special concentrations in early 
World maps, maps of America and of the Holy Land 
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alternate locations at 101 West 81st Street in New 
York City and at 5 Cottage Street in Branford, CT 

Principal Address: 

4 Dodge Lane, Old Field, NY, 11733 
Telephone 631-689-3018 

Fax 631-689-8909 
Email jrcasten@castenmaps.com 

Web castenmaps.com 
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ALL AT SEA 
Some cartographical problems in the North 1500-1700 1 

by Sarah Tyackc 

This article fo rmed a presentation give11 by the 
author at the IMCoS weekeud ill Jrme this year. The 
title 111 ea 11s a state of corifusioll a11d disorder a11d is an 
exte11sio11 cif the nautical phrase 'a t sea' . It covers some 
of the proble111s i11 describing the oceans and coastli11es of 
the world 011 maps betwem 1500 and 1700. The 
phrase dates jro 111 the period 111hen acwrate 11avigatio1Lal 
aids, illcllldi11g charts, were not always available and 
when eve11 the charts which did exist were oftm erroneous 
compared 111ith the accuracy we 110w expect frolll Global 
Positioning Systems (CPS). 

W hile there w ere always navigational 
problems to be solved , essentially 
how to sail from A to B without 
hitting the rocks or other obstacles, 

there w ere also cartographical problems, w hich are 
not necessarily the same. These cartographical 
problems w ere about how to describe graphically 
the geographical attributes o f the seas and coast­
lines in such a way as to be at least useful to the 
navigator; for example, how to draw the surface 
of a sphere on a plane surface . The material used 
w as often vellum rather than paper which was 
very durabl e at sea and could be updated simply by 
scraping the old infom1atio n away. The content of 
the chart had to have some sort of accuracy in 
terms of directio ns, to give a reasonable shape and 
length to the coastlines concerned round the seas 
and oceans; and eventually , in the late 18th 
century, to give particular places, nom1ally ports, 
capes etc. their geographical positions as latitude 
and longitude values . D epending on the client the 
chart m aker might also produce a highly decorated 
chart which was for hanging on a wall or keeping 
in a precious collection . Or, it could be merely 
functional , drawn at sea as a pen and ink plot or as 
a running survey along the coasts which he would 
wish to have copied professionally once back in 
port. These varying f.1ctors of purpose, production 
and of content naturally affect what the chart 
actually looked like whether it was a scrap of paper 
or a lavishly decorated item: they were part of the 
sam e continuum of production. These manuscript 
charts were still being made in the maritime ports 

of Po rtu gal, Italy, Spain, France, the N etherlands 
and E ngland until , in some cases, well into the 
18th centu ry, long after th e em ergence of printed 
charts and atlases . 

Before the 18th centu ry, w hen lo ngitudes 
were finally established by the chronometer, there 
were some improvements in the constructio n o f 
charts, parti cularly in the use of projec tions 
no tably, but not exclusively, the M ercator 
projection. l n many cases the use of this projection 
was o f no practical use at sea , given that the 
seamen could not calculate exactly how far east 
and west they were . M ore commo nly th e 
improvem ent was in the accuracy and uses of 
latitude scales which were introduced on to the 
old style po rtolan charts firstly by the Portuguese 
as they sailed round the coasts of Africa and across 
the Atlanti c. This use o f latitude scales was further 
refin ed by the English and Dutch, especially in 
northem latitudes i. e. above 60° N. Few manuscript 
charts of the northern navigation survive and these 
two examples illustrate in their different ways the 
state o f navigation at the time (Figs 1 and 2). 

Norwegian Coasts 1600 
On board , the ship 's master had to plot his 

course, normally on paper, to know where he 
thought he was each day, and to ensure he arrived 
where he was going. These plots rarely survive as 
they were of no future use unless, for example, 
they w ere made into a record of a particular 
voyage and then sent back to one of the trading 
companies in London, Amsterdam or elsewhere in 
Eu rope. 

Fig. 1 is a rare example of a pen and ink plot 
of a voyage up the coast of Norway from Buchan 
N ess (Kinaird's H ead) in 57° to the Shetland 
islands in 60° across to Bergen o n the N orwegian 
coast and then furth er north to the entrance of the 
fjord leading to Trondheim and then north after a 
w eek's sailing to just below the Arctic Circle in 
59°30' N. The plotting paper was a blank, 
presumably ruled by the seaman with the lines of 
latitude and with a quarter compass before the 
plotting started. M any books giving instructions 



on how to plot a course show printed examples of 
this type of plot but rarely is a real example 
known. This plot dates from about 1600 or so 
judging from the Exchequer record in which 
Nicholas Rodger found it2 T he maker of the plot 
is thought to have been a pirate or privateer, as on 
tbc bac k is a brief journal describing the taking of 
a Turkish vessel off Leghom, Italy, probably about 
1600 or so. Perhaps his identity is discoverable? 
The latitude scale on the right hand side gives the 
degrees from 53°N to 69° N as equidistant i.e. 
they are not on Mercator's projection; each square 
represents 4° There was no need for Mercator 
projection on such a coastal voyage. As long as the 
coasts themselves cou ld be seen they gave the 
positional information required, and the latitude 
and depths could be taken from time to time to 
check the ship's way. The quarter compass rose on 
the plot was a common feature for plotting and 
reading the directions more easily . This is the basic 
method of plotting from the late sixteenth century 
onwards and from it we can see that the ship even­
tually reached the edge of the Arctic Circle . 

The Arctic c.1590 
In northern Europe, which did not have the 

advantage of the ea rlier routes round the Cape of 
Good H ope or across the Pacific (pioneered by the 
Portuguese and Spaniards), to the trade of the East 
Indies and the riches of South and Central 
America, the emphasis was on finding routes to 
the north west or north east - as well as plunder­
ing the vessels of the Spaniards and Portuguese 
depending on the political situation in Europe . 
T hus the navigational problems were those of high 
latitudes where the earth's oblate spherical shape at 
the North Pole became very difficult to draw on 
flat paper or e11 pla11o and this was compounded by 
magnetic variation which affected the direction 
the compass showed. The issue for the cartogra­
pher, or in this case the instrument maker as we 
are looking at a chart which is also an instrument, 
was to find a way of helping the navigator know 
where he was going - to set his course, and to 
calculate the distance to go, and to record where 
he had been for future use; the latter was essen ti al 
if further voyages of discovery were to take place. 

One solution much talked about but, as far as 
I know, not otherwise surviving in graphic fom1 
was the ' paradoxal' chart' which many have 
assumed was just a circumpolar chart describing 
the tops and bottoms of the sphere; a fine carto­
graphi ca l solution for an atlas map but not having 
any great use at sea. The sailings necessary in high 
latitudes, out of sight of land for anything from 
four to six weeks, were tricky. The cosmographer 

and mathematician John Dee (1527-1 608)3 first 
described what he call ed the 'paradoxa] compass' 
in his 'General and Rare memorials' in 1576 and 
also provided w hat seem to be tables of longitude 
values ( now lost) resulting from raising degrees 
and mjnutcs of latitude as yo u sailed west or east 
on your parti cular compass bearin g. The paradoxa] 
chart was call ed 'paradoxa!' because it had spiral 
lines on it converging on the North Pole. These 
lines were in reality a straight course to be 
followed at sea and thus 'paradoxal'. We know 
that Martin Frobisher carried several 'charts with 
spiral lines' on his first voyage to the North West 
Passage in 1576. 

It has been assumed, however, that the 'para­
doxa]' chart was a circumpolar chart pure and 
simple. As the maritime historian D.W. Waters 
remarked 'the paradoxa! compass' m entioned by 
John Davis 'wears an aura of mystcry.'4 Only Dec 
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Fig. 1 
Perr arrd irrk plot orr 
paper of the North 
Sea arrd Norwegian 
coast rrorth of 
Trorrdheim ca 1600. 
(580x450mm TNA, 
E 163!28!12(2) 
reproduced avith 
pem1issiorr of The 
National Archives) 
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All At Sea 

POJ'il'a it of Doctol' 
John Dee (1527-
1608) wlw was a 

cosmograplreJ~, 

asti'Oioga, 
alchemist, 

mathematician, 
mystic and friend of 

navigatoi'S and 
geogmphers. 

A portrait of Sii­
Ma•-tin Frobislw' 

(c.1535-1594) [note 
the mis-spelling of 

his name], the 
English navigator 
and hydrographer 

from West 
Yorkshire. He made 

several voyages to 
find the Northwest 

Passage and was 
Vice-Admiral on 
Francis Drake's 

expedition to the 
West Indies in 

1586. (By 
co11rtesy of National 

Libmry of 
A11stmlia. Re.>.: Nan 

Kivell Collection) 
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and John Davis (c. 1550-1 605) talk abo ut it , w hich 
is not surprising as Davis was Dee 's pupil. In Tl1e 
Seal// all's Secrets ( 159-+) Davis describes paradoxa! 
lin e sa iling", 'Paradoxa! Navigation , dcmonstratcth 
[on circumpolar charts] the true motion of the 
ship upon any co rsc assigned.. Neither circu lar 

nor straight , but co ncu rred or winding .... 
Therefore called paradoxa] , because it is beyond 
opini on that such lines could be described by 
plane horizontal motion.' They could on ly be 
truly described on a sphere , for example on a 
globe or on the earth itse lf. 

In this book Davis promised to publish a para­
doxa! chart 'with all conve nient speed' together 
with an explanation of its usc on the grounds that 
'it will best serve the seaman's purpose, being an 
instrument portable (my emphasis), of easie 
stowage and small practise performing the practises 
of navigation as largely and as beneficially as the 
globe.' In other words it was not a globe itself but 
was a chart-like portable instrument, which 
implies it had movable parts of some sort. 

Fig. 2 (ovet·page) shows what l think is an 
example of the paradoxa] chart 'be ing an 
instrument portable' as promised by J o hn Davis in 
159-+6 It must have been known at the time as 
William l3arlo\Y in the .'\·al'igator's Supply (1 597) 
remarked sagely that some tcrme [it] 
paradoxa II .... On ely I say (paradoxall ) is beside 
the purpose, and astonishcth with an cmptie sound 
li. e. doesn't mean anythingJ: but spiral Jthe word 
which Barlow preferred to use] apperteinetb 
directly to the matter, an d declarcth the true 
effencc Ji. e. effect] of the thing signified' . This 
chart is in what is probably Sir R obe rt Dudley's 
collec tion of manuscript charts for the !:I real/a Del 
.Hare eventually published in 16-+7. In the Arca11o 
Dudley, w ho bad known Davis in England , speaks 
highly of him as an expert navigato r. Davis is 
known to have drawn charts (e.g. one of the 
Magellan Strait on Thomas Cavendish 's 
circumnavigation, 1589) but none signed by him 
are thought to exist. T hi s particular chart shows 
the spiral lines and has a movable latitude rule 
attached to it by a n1.ovcable volvcll e in the 
centre7 It was formerly mounted on three hinged 
boards which would have been closed when not 
in use on board. The rule is graduated at 5 degree 
intervals from 20 to 90 degrees N. Pecked spiral 
lines or rhumbs emanate from the rose at 0 degrees 
longitude, which is given as the Azores (a prime 
meridian common at that time) and converge on 
the North Pole. The latitude rule co uld be moved 
to read off your intended course from yo ur present 
position, already established by direction and 
distance sa iled and/ or by taking latitude 
observations of the stars and sun. It seems unlikely 
that the chart would have been used by itself since 
it is small scale: it may have been used therefore 
with the usual plane chart. The latitude and 
longitude scales in minutes on the sides of the 
paradoxa] chart could give the exact value of the 
increase in latitude and the same for longitude 
values over a day 's sailing.8 



The chart shows the results of Frobisher's 
voyages (1576- 1578) to the North W est and of 
those of John Davis (spelt 'Jho n Davis' on the 
chart) in presumably 1587 to th e D avis Straight 
and so we may suppose it was drawn after that 
voyage, perhaps even by Davis (c.l550-1 605)9 
himself or by the mathematician and physician 
Thomas H ood (baptised 1566 - d. 1620).10 Hood 
made other similar vellum chart-like instruments 
for his medical diagnoses and also charts for 
seam en. [n the 1592 edi tion of The Marriners 
Guide, w hich was written in dialogue form and 
printed with H ood's edition of William Bourne's 
R egime11t of the Sea, Hood remarks that if the 
student Philomathes wanted to know more he 
should ' repaire unto m y lodging being a little from 
the Minori es toward the Towar [i. e. Tower of 
London on the Thames] , yo u shall not only ha ve 
the cardes [i .e. charts] readie to serve yo ur turne 
for all places to which there is any trafficque used 
[i.e. wherever there is trade in the worldl: but l 
w ill be readie to farther yo u in any other mathe­
maticall conceit, to the utterm ost of my power' . 
This indicates expli citly that Hood wo uld make 
charts for and also teach the relevant mathematical 
skills to his clients. Perhaps this is one such chart 
for such instruction or made especially by Davis 
for Sir Robert Dudley's own use? Perhaps, not 
surpri singly as it 1s quite technical, the 
chart/instrument did not prove successful amongst 
seamen although in its way it was a neat carto­
graphica l and mathematical solution and offered a 
potentially easy way of reading off an intended 
course by using the movable latitude rul er. 

Notes: 
1. This article is a shortened version of the talk give n as 
the first Malcolm Young lecture at the IM COS meet­
ing in London june 9th, 2007, concentrating on two of 
the maps presented. I am indebted ro the insights of 
Hans Kok on the possible uses of the chart/ instrument. 
I hope to publish more extensively on Thomas Hood's 
charts etc in due course, and in bringing th is pa rticular 
chart to readers' attention I hope to elicit some furth er 
discuss ion of its context and usc. 
2. icholas Rodger, 'A pirate's log>' .\lari11er's ,Hirmr 
LXVII(\981) pp.201 - 204. 
3. E.G.I'l... Taylor, 'John Dec and the nautical triangle 
1575' )o11mal of the fll sfifllle of Nm1igatio11 8 (1955),318-
25, in which she describes th e compass and the tables, 
called by Dec the 'Canon Gubcrnauticus: an arithmetical 
resolution of the paradoxa! Compass'. 
4. D.W.Waters, The art of 1wviga1io11 i11 E11gla11d i11 

Elizaberha11 a11d early St11an ri111es (London, 1958) p.209 . 
5. Ibid .. p.202 
6. The ca rtograph er of this item is still un dec ided. Of 
the likely candidates ava ilab le it is not the work ofjohn 
Dec himself although it shows some similar geographical 

characteristics present on his ci rcumpolar map (1580), 
nor is it the work of John Daniel as fa r as I ca n tell. It 
may be the work of Thomas Hood but there is nothing 
I can sec to prove that is th e case. 1 t may be the work 
of Davis himself as he promised to make it but this 
remains speculative. 
7. The exact description of the instrument/ chart and 
the possible uses of its movabl e latitude ruler , movable 
volvellc and scales of minutes of latitude and longitude 
are being investigated together with Hans Kok. 
8.Another ingeni o us approach to th e problem was 
invented by Adriaen Vee n (1572-c. 1631) w ho 
published his work on the spherical chart ('ghcbulte 
kaart') In 1597. See G. Schilder, ;v[ol/1 1111 ellca 

Cartographica Neerla11dica (2003) Voi. VII , pp .243-245 but 
although the chart.; were on board Dutch ships no 
examples seem to have survived. I am indebted to 
Gunter Schilder who drew my attention to thi s. 
9. Sec entry by Michael Hi cks in Oxford Dictio11ary of 
Nario 11al Biography (ODNB) (Oxford, 2004) . 
10. Thomas H ood was a mathematical lecturer in the 
city of London from 1588 until about 1592 and wrote 
extensively on the new mathematical and geometri cal 
instrum ents being developed (some by him), and 
became increasin gly interested in navigational problems. 
See entry by H .K. Higton in ODNB. 

The author, Sarah Tyacke, is the 11ew Preside11t of 
IMCoS. 
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Fig.Z 
John Davis or 
Thomas Hood? 
Paradoxa/ chart of 
tire North Polar 
regions slrowing tire 
North West and 
Nortlr East Passages 
1594? (Florence 
Bibliotheca 
Nazionale Port.ZO. 
Reprod11ced by 
pennission of tire 
Bibliotlreca 
Nazionale, Florence) 
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The Mapping of 
North America II 

by Philip D. Burden 

A list of printed maps 1671-1700 

Available now! 

An essential reference work for collectors, dealers, institutions and researchers. 

Mapping of North America II continues on from the first volume in documenting the printed 
rtographic record of the discovery of the continent from 1670 to 1700. Much has been written 

on the printed word in relation to America, and many works exist on the cartography of it . None 
however has attempted to comprehensively detail every known printed map. 

By 1670 European knowledge of the outline oft he continent of orth America varied considerably. 
Through the period of this book knowledge of its coastline and interior river system would improve 
immensely. Maps are one of the most fascinating media. They condense into one document an 
immense amount of information. Each map in this book is discussed in detail, with a description 
of both it s publicat ion a nd background hi story, including those of the ca rtographers, printers 
and publishers involved. The com pi icated network of sources is revealed and, if any exp lorations 
are recorded, a desc ript ion of these is included too. Lastly, but by no mea ns least, each entr y is 
accompan ied by a photograph. 

612 pages, 270 x 365 mm ., bound in burgundy cloth with colour dust jacket. With 12 + 364 map 
entries, 12 colour plates and 392 black and white photographs. ISBN 978-0-9527733-1-3 . 

Prices cloth bound, US $325 (UK £175). 
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Limited editions of half leather are available for US $525 (UK £285) and in full leather binding, boxed, for US $995 (UK £525). 
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For deliveries to the rest of the world: 
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DISCOVERING THE MAPS OF 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
A Personal Vie1\ ' 

by Brian S Smith 

M 
apmakers, custodians and collectors will 
all recognise the joys, and the pains, of 
compiling a carto-bibliography. It is a 
fin al step in uncove rin g the secrets 

displayed in maps. Certainly Herifordshirc 111aps 
1577 to 1800 (Almcley 2004) was the conclusio n 
of a lo ng exploration , broadened by the search and 
exami nati on of some 600 maps of this rural 
English coun ty o n the W elsh border1. 

Some of my earlier steps taken from childhood 
to the pro fessional care o f maps as an archi vist arc 
recorded briefl y in the preface to the book. The 
book itself was the un planned outcome of a pres­
idential address given in 2001 to the W oolhope 
C lu b, H erefordshire's lea rned society. The topic 
was required not to have been researched before. 
Happil y, in its ISO years' existence the C lub had 
neve r been addressed o n the subj ect o f map­
making in the county . Th:~t initi :~l research led to 
plans fo r compiling a catalogue of the ma nuscri pt 
maps in the Herefordshire R ecord Office; then 
onward to incl ude those in the o ther repositori es 
in H ereford ; th en farth er afi eld to sea rch fo r those 
elsewhere in the country and fin ally to track down 
th ose remaining in ptivate hands; and so, eventually, 
to consider publicatio n in order to share the 
discove ri es . Finally, having become aw:~rc o f over­
lapping stylisti c and surveying links between these 
m anuscript maps and the printed coun ty maps, I 
decided to embrace both types in the one volume, 
a step not previously taken in coun ty bibliogra­
phi es. The proj ect, therefore, like T opsy in Uncle 
To111 's Cabin , had just grown up in a somewhat 
unta med way. 

T his is emphatically not the best way to prepare 
a carto-bibliography in which all the parameters, 
rul es and methodology would be defin ed at the 
outset. The re- examination of some maps and the 
fine-tuning o f entri es removed many 
inconsistencies, but in other cases such revisiting 
was impractical. H owever, the aim remained 
constant- to provide a guide to maps as sources for 
the history of H erefordsh.ire. For this reason , 
th erefore, the local loca ti on of the printed maps is 
given, it being assumed that expctienced map 

collectors and researchers would be familiar wi th 
the national resources and expertise of the Bodleian 
Library, British Library and N ational Libra1y of 
Wales. The catalogue entri es of the printed maps 
accordingly concentrate upon those features that 
provide histori cal, archaeological, etymological or 
environmental evidence about the county. 

The research was inevitably centred upo n the 
H erefordshire R ecord O ffi ce (a former militia 
barracks), H ereford Cath edral Libraty (a n award­
winning building opened by The Queen 10 yea rs 
ago to ho use Hereford 's fa mous Mappa iVInndi and 
C hained L.ibra1y) and H ereford C ity Library (a 
cramped Victorian municipal library) . R esearchers 
in such places, of course, rarely make real discoveri es 
for the librarians and archivists w ill have been 
there before th em, though in this topic som etimes 
not recognising th e presence locally of surveyors 
of nati o nal impo rtance like N athani el Kent, 
Charles P1ice and Edward Laurence, author of those 

Fig. 1 
Estate map of 
Bridstow witlr irrset 
dmwirrg of Wiltorr 
Castle, by Jolrrr 
Greerr Ill, pl'obably 
of Bridstow or Ross­
orr- Wye 1755. 
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Discovering the maps of Hercfordshire 

Fig. 2 
Estate map of 

Tire Haz le, Ledb11ry 
owrred by tire 

Lorrdorr p11blislrer 
Jacob Torrsmr, 

Slln,eyed by Clrarles 
Price of Lorrdorr 

1720. 

Fig. 3 
Tire sigrrat11re of 

B errjamirr Fa/lowes 
of Maldorr, Essex orr 

an estate map of 
Eardislarrd 1720. 
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early 18th-century teA't books, The you11g 5111veyor's 
guide and The duty a11d office of a la11d steward. In most 
cases too, Sarah Bendall's indispensable Dictio11ary rif 
la11d s111veyors will also have shown the way though 
it was some solace to be able to add over 20 names 
not recorded there2 Tracing H erefordshire estate 
maps in unlikely places was especially rewarding 
and useful , some found as fur away as the National 
Archives in London, Leicestershire R ecord Office, 
Oxford university coll eges, Winchester school, 
Hampshire and Longleat House, Wiltshire. 

Undoubtedly the most memorable visits were 
those to the homes of owners whose ancestors had 
conunissioned surveys hundreds of years ago. At 

one country house the 19th and 20th_century 
estate maps were stacked high in the estate office 
but in the depths of the muniment roon1 in the 
house were eight fine 18th- century maps by 
H erefordshire surveyo rs, four by J ohn Harris, the 
talented and prolific surveyor active in the last 
quarter of that century. In anoth er centuries- old 
house still owned by the family that built it in the 
1630s, a large early 18th-century framed map of 
the estate hangs on a landi ng. w hilst downstairs is 
displayed a landscape painting of the estate at the 
san1e date. Together they provide a remarkable 
picture of the Herefordshire countryside 300 years 
ago, the one with the roads and streams marked 
and the fields named, the other with the squire and 
his friends passing through the same fie lds in the 
foreground, his manor ho use prominent in the 
middle distance, and in the background smoke 
rising gen tly from the numerous limeki lns on the 
wooded hills. 

The context of such maps is revealed in the 
related estate papers - the deeds on the acquisition 
of the property, the surveys made in 17'57 for the 
trustees of Guy's H ospita l, London, as they took 
control of their H erefordsh ire estates, the marriage 
settlement introducing a new owner, as in the 
series of maps made fo llowing the marriage of 



Frances Scudamore, the heiress of the Holme Lacy 
estates in Herefordshire, Gloucestershire and 
Buckinghamshire. Edward Laurence's accounts for 
surveying the Duke of Kent 's esta tes at Goodrich 
and Symonds Yat in 1717 survive in Bedfordshire 
Record Office , noting the wages of a shilling a day 
[5p l for his assistant at Good1ich for 31 days 
[£1 .55], on.ly a few pence nwre than the cost of his 
coach hire of £1 9s . 6d. [£1.47 12] for the journey 
home fi·om Gloucester to London. By comparison 
a taxi for the journey would today cost £140 but 
31 days' work at even the minimum wage would 
be about £1,400. 

Among the papers of the Shobdon estate in 
north Herefordshire is a massive cotTespondence 
from 1730 to 1777 between the owners, the 
Bate man family, London grandees, and their 
Herefordshire agent Benjamin Fallowes, whose 
son and grandson, also both named Benjamin, 
went on to hold high public office in the county 
until at least 1817. By coincidence an earlier 
Benjamin Fallowes of Maldon occurs as a skilled 
surveyo r in Essex between 1714 and his death in 
1730. His only ve nture outside that county was in 
1718 to survey the estates of George Neville, 11 rh 

Baron Bergavenny on the borders of 
Monmouthshire and Herefordshire. For them he 
produced an exceptionally fine atlas, now highly 
prized and in the British Library, containing 
elega nt maps with distin ctively deco rated 
cartouches, compass roses and ornate borders 
incorporating delicately painted flowers, lc:1Ves, 
berries and birds. Apart from sharing an unusual 
combination of names there was no known link 
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between the Essex surveyor and the Shobdon 
steward. Not known, that is, until in a dark 
corridor in a so li citor's office l noticed a fi·amed 
map of a Herefordshire farm surveyed in 1720 for 
William Bateman 0ater 1st Baron Bateman) by 
Benjamin Fallowes. The Batemans had provided 
the missing link between the Essex surveyor and 
th e H erefordshire land agents. 

The ptinted county maps offered an opportunity 
to describe rhcir strengths and weaknesses as 
historical evidence. For Herefordshire the two 
earliest by Chrisropher Saxton (1577) and John 

Fig. 4 
Goodrich Castle i11 
a11 estate atlas by 
Edward Laure11ce of 
Stamfoo·d, 
Li11coltrsllire 1717. 

Fig. 5 
'Du11 Boggs Farm 
i11 tire Ma11or of 
Haversham' , 
frolltispiece of 
Edward Laur•e11ce's 
The Duty and 
Office of a Land 
Steward, 1731 
editio11. 

ww\v.imcos.org 45 



Discovering the maps of Herefordshire 

Fig. 6 
Grendon Court at 
Grendon Warren, 
demolished about 

1960, surveyed by 
Joseph Dougharty of 

Worcester 1732. 

Fig. 7 
John Speed's draft 

plan of Hereford city 
1606. 
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Speed (1610) are both particularly outstanding. 
Saxton had been commissioned to survey the 
counties of England in order to meet the demand 
of Queen Elizabeth's famous first minister, 
Willi am Cecil , Lord Burghley, for maps to assist 
the administration and defence of the realm. 
Cecil's ancestral home was Alltyrynys, an 
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Elizabethan house at W alterstone [now a country 
hotel], close to H erefordshire's boundary with 
Monmouthshire. His grandfather, a younger son, 
had left home to settle in eastern England but 
William Cecil 's cousins still lived at Alltyrynys 
and many of the west H erefordshire gentry were 
his kinsmen. Among the Royal MSS in the 
British Library are proofs of Saxton's maps sent 
to Cecil for his approval and the proof map of 
H erefordshire is annotated with the handwritten 
names of the principal landowners who must 
have been personally known to Cecil, at least by 
repute. The writing is not in Cecil 's distinctive 
hand but must have been the work of one of his 
close secretaries. N evertheless, it is a peculiar 
thrill to sit in the British Library's Map Room and 
read those familiar handwritten names of Cicill 
(Cecil), ap H arry (Parry), Baskerville, Skydmore 
(Scudamore), Vaughan and Winston on the very 
map delivered to and studied by Lord Burghley 
himself 

Speed's county maps are well known for the inset 
earliest plans of many English and Welsh county 
towns. During her time as a research fellow at 
M erton College, Oxford, Sarah Bendall discovered 
in the College library a hitherto unidentified port­
folio of the manuscript drafts for some of these 
plans.3 The city of H ereford is among tl1em. There 
are small but significant differences between the 
drawing dated 1606 and the published plan of1610. 
The drawing, for instance, shows the castle and 
bastions of the city walls in more accurate detail, 
providing fresh infonnation about the design of the 
Nomun castle and leading a local archaeologist, 
Ron Shoesmith, to suggest that the changing 
perspectives in Speed's sketches may offer clues 
about his methods and viewpoints - a theory that 
has yet to be tested. 

The life and career of H erefo rdshire's only 
native surveyor to achieve national recognition, 
Isaac Taylor of Ross-on-Wye (c. 1720-1 788), 
land-surveyor and county mapmaker, was 
described in the Winter 2006 issue of the Joumal 
(N°·107) . Publication of Herifordshire maps has 
brought to light three more of his estate maps still 
in private hands, including perhaps his last o ne, 
undertaken only four years before his death. A 
few other previously unknown maps have also 
been reported among uncatalogued public 
archives or in private houses. There w ill soon be 
enough to justify publishing a supplement, either 
on-line or in the Tra 11sactions of the W oolhope 
Club. Among such additi ons will be the solution 
to the one unidentified printed county map, 
w hich was swiftly recognised by IMCoS member 
R aymo nd Frostick- a reminder of the debt owed 
by a mere bibliographer to many wiser custodians, 
owners, dealers and coll ectors of maps . 



Notes: 
1. Pennission to reproduce the illustrations has been 
generously given by Herefordsh.ire Record Office and 
Merton College, Oxford (the draft plan of Hereford city 
1606). 
2. S. Bendall, Dictionary of la11d s111veyors a11d local map­
makers of Great Britain and Ire/arid 1530- "/ 850, 2 vols., 
London 1997. 
3. S. Bendall , 'Draft town maps for John Speed's Theatre 
of the Empire of Great Britai11e', Imago Mundi , vol. 54 
(2002), pp. 30-45. 

Brian Smit/1 pictured in the study of his home ill Herefordshire. 
Oil the wall is a map of the CO IIIIIy (William Hole [Saxto11} 
163 7) m1d o11e of the Islmtd of St Helma (Lielllenalll R .P. 
Read, first edition with the mispriiiis about Napoleoii's reside11ce 
Oil the islar~d lld [1816/, corrected in secolld editio11 of 1817), i11 
ship 's cmpmter-style of frame and IIlith early 20th cmtury U11io11 
Castle RMS /abe/for IJoyage back to E11gland. Bria11 spent "six 
hectic and delighifid weeks OI"I the isolated islm1d i11 1992 to report 
to the St Helma Govemme11t 01'1 the care of its archives, a missio11 
that snowballed to inc/11de the island's nl llseum a11d historic 
hllildiiiJ?S. His interest in maps goes back to his childhood. As a11 
archi11ist i11 Worcestershire, Essex a11d Glo11cestershire he has 

p11blished articles on the Do11gharty family, 18th century lm1d 
s11rveyors of Worcester, the Elizabethar1 Walker family of West 
Harmingfield m·1.d the mapmaker Isaac Taylor of Ross-on- Wye. 
He was COl/Illy archivist of Glo11cestershire from 1968 to 1979 
bifore appoilllmeiii to the Royal Commission 011 Historical 
Man11scripts where he became its secretary 1982 to 1992. On 
retireme11t he retumed to Herefordshire where he had been brought 
up a11d has hem promine11t i11 the coullty 's historical and archival 

activities. He is a Fellow of the Society of Alltiq11aries and of the 
Royal H istorical Society ar1d a farmer Vice-President of the 
British R ecords A ssociatio11. 

Fig. 8 
John Sp eed's map of 
H ereford as 
published in The 
T heatre o f the 
Empire of Gre at 
Britaine 1611 
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Historical Museum of Southern Florida 
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February 2-3, 2008 
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& Aficionados 
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For more information , 

call 305.375.1492, 
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e-mail Marcia Kanner at 

mapfair@hmsf.org 
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We hold monthly auctions of 
antiquarian books, maps & atlases 

Please visit our website to view our latest 
catalogue at www.dominicwinter.co.uk 

For further information contact Benjamin Martin 
on 01285 860006 or ben@dominicwinter.co.uk 

Mallard House. Broadway Lane, South Cerney, Near Cirencester, GL 7 5UQ 
Tel : 01285 860006 Fax: 01285 862 461 
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IMCoS MATTERS 

IMCoS International Symposia and Regional 
Meetings 
2008 New Zealand 'Tc Taki o Autahi -Under 
the Southern Cross' is the title of the 26th 
lMCoS International Symposium being held in 
conjunction with the Australian Map Circle and 
the New Zealand Map Society lOth - 13th 
February. A pre-symposium workshop is available 
at Sydney, Australia from 7th- 8th February. This 
will include a trip to the 13luc Mountains and a 
viewing of the map coll ection of Robert Clancy 
(sec be low). Post conference tours also available in 
New Zealand. Full details avai lable at 
www.underthcsouthcrncross.org NB. I still have 
printed copies of the registration forms avai lable if 
anyone requires them . Ed. 
2009 Oslo , Norway. 27th Internationa l 
Symposium 6th - 9th September. Theme 
"Explo ration of the Nordic Countri es and the 
Arctic." 
2010 
2011 
2012 

London , UK 
Japan 
Canada 

There is also a possible meeting for 40 members 
planned for next May in Budapest, Hungary. 
Further details in the next issue and in our next 
newsletter. 

Subscription renewal due 
Please note that any members w ith annual 
subscriptions will need to renew on the form 
included with this issue. It is really helpful for us if 
members can renew promptly. Late paym ent 
causes us headaches like rep lacing missed journals 
and involves us in other administrative problems. 
Payment is easy. Either send us a cheque in ster­
ling or USdollars o r se nd us yo ur credit ca rd 
details. 

A new treasurer 
Although we reported in the Spring 2007 Journal 
(no .l 08) that Malcolm Woodward was to be our 
new treasurer, the situation has now changed. 
Malcolm had some changes in his career w hich 
meant he was unable to take up the post. 
However, we arc now pleased to welcome Jeremy 

Edwards as the new treasurer. His appointment 
will be formalised at the next AGM in 2008. 
Jeremy, who was brought up in Buckinghamshirc 
and was edu cated at Sherborne School, Dorset, is 
a qualified accountant so has perfect credentials for 
the job. H e had various company posts until he 
started in general practice in 1977. This has been 
his wo rk for the past thirty years although nowa­
days he works on a consultancy basis. Despite 
several changes of offices and partnerships , half a 
dozen of his cli ents have remained f.1ithful for the 
whole of this period. 

J eremy has been honorary treasurer or 
accounts examiner for many local charities and 
voluntary organisations and is curren tly President 
of Shcppcrton Rotary C lub. His interest in map 
collecting centres on Buckinghamshirc and the 
Thames Valley and he also has a library of 
Baedeker guide books and other early travel w1iting. 

His wife, Moira , is a piano teacher and the 
couple recently celebrated their Ruby Wedding 
Anniversary. They have lived in Sunbut-y on 
Thames sin ce 1967 where th ey arc closely 
invo lved with the local arts centre, St. M at-y's 
Church , and local charities. They are keen theatre 
and concert goers, both amateur and professional, 
and also get involved with local productions. 

Below, 
Jeremy Edwards, o11r 
11e11' treasurer, uJit/1 
Iris wife Moira. 
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Riglrt, 
Raymorrd Frostick 
sportirrg Iris brarrd 

rrew cartogr•aplric tie 
at Tire Americarr 

Museum irr Batlr. 
(Piroto by Da11id 

Webb) 

Tlrree eager bea11ers 
porirrg over some of 
tire maps orr display 

at tire Americarr 
Museum. (Piroto by 

Dar1id Webb) 

American Museum in Britain hosts IMCoS 
Report by Valerie Ncr11by 
About 20 members of the Society gathered at the 
American Museum in Britain at Claverton Manor 
near Bath on Saturday, 22nd September. It was a 
beautiful autum n day, wam1 enough for us to have 
coffee and cookies on the terrace before enj oying 
a fasc inating illustrated lecture by Map Librar-ian, 
Anne Annitage, followed by a viewing of the 
Museum's wonderful map collection. 

Anne told us that the maps had been collected 
by ew York psychiatrist Dallas Pratt (191-l-
1994). In the 1950s he and his partner john 
Judkyn, an English-born antique dealer, had the 
idea of establishing a museum of Amet-ican decorative 
arts on British so il. T hey bought C lave rton 
Manor, a thirty-room mansion on a hill above the 
River A von, to acconm1odate the host of arte£1CtS 
they had coll ected. Now, forty years on, this 
remains the only museum of Amer-icana outside 
the United States. Although the founders are now 
both dead the museum has gone fi·om strength to 

strength and has recently undergone major 
improvements to both its displays and collections. 
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In Dallas Pratt 's reminiscences, read out by 
Anne Armitage, he describ ed ho w he became 
inte rested in early maps. H e bought hi s first 
maps 111 1932 just before entering Yale 
Uni versity . H e w as in Paris with a fri end 
strolling pas t th e bookstalls which lined the Left 
Bank of the Seine when his eye was caught by 
some qu aint and co lo urful m aps. One map o f th e 
world had " fat-checked wind-puffers" and one 
was of the W estern H emisphere "with a cannibal 's 
lunch dangling from a Brazilian woodpile. " 
They w ere, in fa ct , maps by Sebasti an Munster 
and like man y beginner collecto rs D all as Pratt 
became fascinated by their age and their decorative 
qualities . H e then w ent on to become a serious 
coll ector. 

R odn ey Shirley, a past president of IMC oS 
and autho r o f many books on cartography, 
attended the Bath event with his wife Barbara. 
Under his arm, R odney was carrying a copy o f 
The Map Collector published in J 992 w hich 
contained an articl e by him o n th e Dallas Pratt 
Collectio n. H e had actually met D allas Pratt in 
N ew Yo rk and visited the Museum in Bath. 
R odney had described the maps as "certainl y the 
finest pri vate collection of earl y world maps and 
pre-1500 Americana eas t of the Atlanti c." Anne 
told us that D allas Pratt had often bought maps 

from R.V. T ooley at Francis Edwards in Lo ndon. 
T o begin with he never spent more than $ 100 on 
an y item I She showed us slides ofn1any of the ite111~ 
including the famous ' Fool's Cap ' map which w as 
another purchase from Francis Edwards- this time 
for the princely sum of £ 175. This map still 
remains a m ystery as no-one is sure exactl y who 
made it or why. Amongst Dallas Pratt 's fa vourites 
in his collection were the Borgia map of the 
W o rld c .1 430 and the Ruysch m ap of 1507 . 

On display after the talk were many of the 
treasures w hich Anne had described. We also saw 
a Blaeu globe of 1599 which is housed, together 
w ith many of the maps, in a custom built gallery 
adj acent to the main house . After the talk w e bad 
exclusive viewing of the cutTent exhibitions, one 
ca lled " Atlantic C rossings" showing maps o f 
explorers, adventurers and w ould be settlers of the 
16th century togeth er with the story of 
Pocahontas, daughter of N ative American C hief 
Powhatan , w ho had been brought to England at 
th e age of 2 1. Another, entitled "Dollar 
Princesses," looked at American women w ho had 
married into the British aristocracy . T his included 
Winston C hurchill 's mo ther, J ennie J erome, who 
becam e Lady R andolph Churchill and C o nsuclo 
Vanderbilt , who became the 9th Duchess o f 
Marlbo ro ugh. 

All the parliciparrts 
and some staff 
pictured irr frorrt of 
Claverl01r Marror 
which houses the 
America11 Museum 
rrear Batlr. It was a 
lovely srmrry day 
arrd rue saw a photo 
opporlurrity rrear tire 
surrdial! (Photo by 
David Webb) 
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Bob Loose arrd his 
wife ]essy studyirrg 

some of the maps in 
the Dallas Pratt 

Collectiorr. 

............ 
After enjoying a deli cious lunch we were let 

loose in th e main museum to sec the furni shed 
rooms tracing the Alnetican way of li fe fi·o m 
colonial times to the ] 9th century and a special 
display of patc hwo rk quilts. O utside in th e 
grounds there was a recreated Lewis and C lark 
trail and a garde n full of North Ameri can plants. 

All in all a wonderful day o ut in a deli ghtful 
se tting and a chance to enjoy some se nsati onal 
maps. Our thanks are du e to Sylvia Sobcrnh cim , 
the IM CoS events o rga nise r, and th e staff at the 
Museum. For the full sto ry of the Dallas Pratt 
collecti o n see R odney Shirley's arti cle in T he M ap 
Colleftor (Summer 1992, Issue 59). 

JoiNING IMCoS 
Would all members encourage their fri ends and colleagues to j oin 
o ur Society . T ell them we are a happy bunch o f people w ho both 
love to co ll ect and study ea rly maps and that they wo uld be m ost 
welcome to share in our events aro und the W orld. 

Current membership prices are:­
Annual £35 ($80) 
Three Y ca rs £ 85 ($195) 
Junior members pay 50% o f the full subscription (a junio r member 
must be under 25 and/o r in full time edu cati on). 

Accessing the Members Only section of the website 
[ vvvvw .imcos.org]: 
Enter your surnam.e followed by your first initial (as given to IMCoS 
M embership Secretary (no stops) . When asked for your password enter 
your membership nun1.ber without any initial zero . E.g. Smith] 662 
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Map day in Sydney 
Report by Robert C lall f)' 

A pre-symposium meeting on 7rh - 8th Fcbruaty on 
the hi sto ri c cartographi c signifi ca nce o f Sydney 
will take place immediately before T c T ab o Autahi 
- Under the Southern C ross - the International 
Cartographic Conference to be held in W ellington, 
New Zealand (1Qth - "13 th Fcbrua1y , 2008). The 
Sydney seminar w ill in clude welcom e drinks 
(Thursday evening) and an exciting programme 
w ith presentatio ns aro un d th e th em e o f Sydney 
as a nodal city p rovidi ng a gateway be twee n a 
vast an d largely unknown Pac ific co rridor to 
Eu ro pea n power , and an equ all y vas t and 
unknown hinterland of ambi valent promise . It 
was aJJ about safe passage and resource exploitation 
and this mini-symposium will debate the charts, 
maps and images that reco rd th ese events. The 
two grea t repositori es of th ese icons of discovery 
are o ur hosts- in th e mo rnin g the State R ecords 
of N SW (in The R ocks), and in the afternoon, 
the Mitchell Li brary (State Library of NSW). The 
morni ng sessio n titl ed 'Escaping Sydney' w ill 
incl ude talks o n 'Syd ney a transit, b ut not a 
des tinati o n' , and ' M apping the escape ro utes' as 
well as viewing some of the ra rely seen manuscript 
maps that reco rd th e hi story of ea rl y N ew South 
W ales. 

In th e afternoon we move to the Mitchell 
Library fo r o ur second symposium ' Pac ific is 
Terrifi c' showcasing some o f the cxtrao rdinaty 
coll ecti o n of maps and prints prod uced as a result 
of E uropean exploration of the Pacific Ocean , 
fo llowed by a cocktai l pa rty and an opportuni ty 
to see som e of the treasures of the Mitchell 
Collection. W e arc parti cularly fo rtunate in shating 
the mini-symposium with th e Department o f 
Lands - and th e o ffi ce o f the Surveyo r General 
(t he lo nges t standin g full tim e positio n in 
Australi a), as the Surveyo r General launches a 
mil estone book o n the co ntri b uti o ns of the 
Surveyo rs' Ge neral to d iscovery , mapping, and 
surveying of inland Australia . 

O n the T hursday an histo ri c to ur of the Blue 
M ou nta ins to the imm ediate west of Sydney 
(with a ca rtographi c lunch) has been o rga nised, 
to give an idea of how enclosed Sydney was 
befo re th e mo untain 'barri er ' was crossed 25 
years aft e r se ttle me nt. Th e Sydney 1111111-

symposium has been arranged to fit betwee n 
va ri o us visits and travels yo u may w ish to have in 
Australi a, before yo ur sho rt Oi ght to W ellington, 
New Zealand , o n the Saturday. l<...egistratio n is 
via the New Zealand symposium website but any 
furth er in fo rmati o n ca n be ob tained by 
contacting R obert .clancy@ newcastle .edu. au 

!Visit the IMCos w ebsite www.imcos.org l 



Swaen.com 

MAPS -GLOBES 
VIWS -A RASES 

PRiflS 

Paulus Swaen 
Internet Ma p Auctions 

March- May - September- November 

www.swaen.com 
Email: paulus@swaen.com 

USA Tel. (727) 687 3298 
Paris Tel. +33 ( 1) 4424 .8580 

THE OBSERVATORY 
RARE AND COMMON BOOKS, MAPS, PRINTS 

Alaska and Other Polar Regions 

e . . 

Dee Longenbaugh, proprietor 
299 North Franklin Street, Juneau, 

Alaska 99801 USA 
Phone: 907/ 586-9676 

E-Mail:deelong@alaska.com 
www.observatorybooks.com 

~~~ 
J I 
~~ @I 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
I Le Bail-Weissert ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ Illustrated Books &! 
~ Views of Towns 'tN; 
~ Maps & Atlases ~ 

~ ~ 
~ 5 rue Lagrange, 75005 Paris. France ~ 
~ Fu: 00 H U.O 2t I.SS1 l'lloM: 00 llll4l 29 7H9 ~ 
~ Open MoncUy CD Fridiy 10.00.12.30 14.00-19.00 ~ 

~~~~~~~~~ 
The Web 's foremost resource for 

*Old Maps & Prints* 
Related Books & Ephemera 

Ask Yasha online! 

Direct access to one of the country's lead ing a u thorities 
Free valu ations, expert advice 

Sh op on the Web's most comprehensive online store 

All enquiries welcome: yasha@intercol.co.uk 
or call 020 8349 2207 

or visit us at 

www .intercol.co. uk 
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GALUIRY 

OUR NEW GALLERY 
IS NOW OPEN at: 

35 Saint George St, 

London W1S 2FN 

Tel:+ 44 20 7491 0010 

Fax:+44 20 74910015 

Enquiries: info@alteagallery.com 
Catalogue: www.alteagallery.com 

Ttl€ CAR!SON ().AR.K.. GAll€RY 
Scotland's Maj> Heritage Centre 
181-183 Canongale 

ScotlandS only Specialist for 
Original Antiql4e Maps and Sea CJ10ns 
of all pans of the world 

Mon-Sat 10.30 am-S 30 pm A. CARSON CLARK , FRC.S . FBC•nS 

Thous811ds of Stock items: origins] maps of the World & Continents 
Countries - Provinces - Counties - City Pl811s - Post Roads 811d Marine ChiJltS 
Comprehensive selection from the 16th-19th century, plus over /50 different 
hlll1d coloured replicas of classic maps by many of the famous early map makers 
including, Ortelius, Mercator, Speed, Blaeu, De Wit, Coronelli, & Kitchin: 
Guild of Master Craftsmen approved conservation framing, from fully fitted 
workshop studio on site: A secure fully insured intemationsl crating 811d 
shipping service for sll items including those framed, now available at 
competative rate : 

Please quote: 'Dept IMCOS 2000 'for discounts on selected items 

Tel/fax: 0131-556-4710. Email:- scotmap@aol.com 
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MAPPING MATTERS 

Death of Alan Geoffrey Hodgkiss 1921-2007 
By Paul Lax ton 

Man y enthusiasts for old maps know the name of 
A.G. Hodgkiss through his popular little book 
Discovering A utique Maps (1971; the 5th edition is 
being reprinted now). Alan Hodgkiss died on July 
2Jrd, 2007, aged 86. Strictly speaking, he was 
neither a map collector nor an academic map 
histo rian. H e was a practitioner - a skilled 
draughtsman and designer for whom the w hole 
realm of maps, past and present, was a craftsman 's 
world. 

Alan was born in Winwick, Lancashire and 
following training as a surveyo r in the mining 
industry he worked in local government. His 
professional training led to service with the Royal 
Engineers in Burma and India between 1942 and 
!945. In 1946 H .C. Darby, the new Professor of 
Geography at the University of Liverpool , 
appo inted him as the full time cartographer in his 
department, the first such appointment in a British 
university. Soon after, Alan was joined by H elen 
Freestone w ho drew the maps for the first of 
Darby 's Domesday Geograp hies. They we re 
married in 1951. By the time he retired in 1983 
Alan had two assistants as well as photographic 
staff, and as head of the technical staff of the 
department, was in charge of its extensive map 
collection; probably the largest in the north of 
England. 

In his long service he illustrated thousands of 
academic books and papers. Often the maps were 
as important, or more so, than the accompanying 
text, as in Colin Clarke's ]a111aica in Maps (1974), 
i\lcrseyside in Maps (with]. Allan Patmore, 1970), 
The R esources of ,\Ierseyside (with W .T.S. Fould , 
1982), A literary atlas & gazetteer of the British Isles 
(with Michael H ardwick, 1973), and above all F.J. 
Monkhouse and H .R. Wilkinson 's Maps and 
Diagrants (1951), a standard text for a decade and a 
half. Hodgkiss's list of clients and coll eagues is a 
roll call of distinguished post-war geographers. H e 
also drew the maps for the special sc hools edition 
o f Sir John Hunt's The Ascent of Everest (1954). H e 
was a fine freehand draughtsman too and loved 
sketching. The maps in the late William 
Rollinson's A History of :vian in the Lake District 
(1967) show signs of his skill in decorative north 
arrows and other sketches . 

Hodgkiss publi shed several books and 
academic papers of his own and edited many 
more. His nwst sc holarly book was certainly 
Understanding maps: a systenwtic ltistory of their use 
and development (1981), copies of which can be 
found in almost every university library in the 
British Isles. Maps for Books and Theses (1970) is a 
wonderful digest of the art of non- commercial 
map dra wing before the advent of desktop 
computer graphics and the sudden redundancy of 
pens, ink, stencils, adhesive lettering, tracing paper 
and razor blades . 

His total enthusiasm for maps of all kinds was 
refl ec ted 111 his collection of ca rtographic 
ephemera, especially in advertising; in newspapers , 
magazines and brochures - on packing, napkins , 
beer mats and mu ch else. Map historians of the 
future will be able to explore such things in the 
A.G . Hodgkiss Collection at the Map Library at 
the National Library of Scotland where it was 
deposited in 2005. 

In 1964, with Terry Garfield at Leicester and 
Carson Clark at Southampton, Alan set up the 
Society of University Carrographers (now the 
Society of CJrtogrJphers); he edited its journal for 
several years. H e was also a founding member of 
the British Cartographic Society in 1963. 

Alan was a gentle humorous man, a modest 
and meticulous teacher of his craft, both in his 
work for Edge Hill College, the Open University 

Alau Hodgkiss, 

autltol' of the well 

kuowu little book 

Discovering 

Antique Maps. 

Photo by Douglas 

Bii'C" 
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and many others institutions, but also in training 
his own staff and advising colleagues. The drawing 
office at Liverpool was a congenial neutral ground 
in w hich colleagues would gather, often to consult 
Alan on matters beyond mapmaking. Carson 
C lark, trained at the Ordnance Survey and with 
similar interests in antique maps, was sent some­
w hat grudgingly to Alan by Professor Frank 
Monkhouse at Southampton to "lea rn to draw 
like Alan Hodgkiss". He made a fi·i end fo r life. 

T he University of Liverpool awarded him. an 
hono rary MA in 1983 on his retirement. He was 
then able to travel extensively and his knowledge 
of places across the World was impressive . ln 1983 
Helen Hodgkiss di ed and the following year Alan 
married June Boaden. She su rv ives him with 
Catherine and Robert, the chi ldren of his first 
marriage, his step- daughter Jane, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 

The Mystery ofHitler's Globe 
Several newspapers have publi shed articles 
recently about a large globe which was used by 
Adolph Hitler and is being sought by Wolfi·am 
Pobanz, a 68- year- old retired cartographer. 
Apparently some people believe that Hitl er's globe 
is the one in the Deutsches Historisches Museum 
with a Russian bullet hole through Gemuny. 
Pobanz disputes this. 

"The one we are looking for we called the 
Fi.ihrer's globe", he told the Press . The real name 
was the Columbus Globe for State and Industry 
and it was made in Berlin during the mid- 1930s 
and said to be "nearly the size of a Volkswagen". 
A standard wood base was apparently made for 
Hitler to hold the globe which was in his office in 
th e New R eich Chancellery. 

ls there anyone out there who can help him in 
his quest? 

Library head resigns after map theft 
The head of the National Library of Spain, Rosa 
Regas, resigned from her job at the beginning of 
September after it em erged that two rare maps 
from their copy of Ptolemy's Cos111ographia (1492) 
had been stolen. The maps were valued at 
£50,000 each. Their absence was spotted in a 
check made during August but no-one knows 
exactly w hen they were taken. Apparently Miss 
Regas accused an Argentinian researcher but the 
Spanish Ambassador denied the accusation. 

Hollar maps on display at BL 
A small display of etched maps by Wenceslaus 
H ollar entitl ed " Hollar as a M ap Maker" is on 
display in the lobby of the British Library M aps 
Reading Room. It marks the 40th anni versary of 

Hollar's birth and has been mounted by Peter 
Barber, H ead of Map Collections. A free brochure 
is available to accompany the maps. 

Hotel hosts maps of Boston area 
Anyone visiting The Boston Harbour Hotel, 
Boston, Massachusetts, must look o ut for a 
collection of maps of the area w hich have been 
loaned by the coll ecto r Kenneth Nebenzahl and 
are on display in the foyer. 

15th annual Miami Map Fair 
This popular event at th e Historical Museum in 
Miami, Florida, is being held over the weekend of 
February 2nd and Jrd 2008. More than 50 antique 
map dealers from around the World will gather at 
the Museum and will offer maps worth US$100 to 
thousands of dollars. T he keynote speakers will be 
Richard and Penelope Betz, owners of 
Hemispheres Maps and Prints in Stoddard , New 
Hampshire. They will talk about "The Mapping 
of Africa to 1700" and will be followed by Dr 
Zsolt Torok, Professor of Cartography at the 
Eotvos Lorand University, Budapest, Hungary 
who w ill discuss the " Introduction to Renaissance 
Map Printing." A map printing workshop will 
follow the lecture. On the Sunday, London map 
dealer Jonathan Potter will give a talk entitled 
"Why colJect old maps and how." Registration 
includes a box lunch on Saturday and Sunday and 
a cocktail reception on Saturday evening. For 
more information or to register please call 
305.375.1617, e-mail mapfair@hmsf.org or log on 
to www.hmsf.org 

Hakluyt conference at NMM 
The National Maritime Museum at Greenwich, 
London, will host a conference "Richard Hakluyt 
(c. 1552-l 616): life, times, legacy" on 15th and 
16th May, 2008. This interdisciplinary conference 
will address the significance of the work of 
Richard H akJuyt, the prolific colJector and author 
of The Principal Nav(~ations, 1589, expanded as The 
Principa l Navigations, Voyages, Tra.ffiq11es and 
Discoveries of the English Nation, three volumes, 
1598- 1600. Jointly organised by NMM, The 
Centre for Travel Writing Studies, Nottingham 
Trent University and the National University of 
Ireland, Galway. Speakers will include IMCoS 
President, Sarah Tyacke. 

Waldseemiiller map on display 
The 1507 World Map by Martin Waldseemi.iller, 
said to be the first map to name America, will be 
on display in an exhibition "Early Americas" 
opening at the Northwest Gallery of the Jefferson 
Building, Library of Congress, Washington DC 



on 13th December, 2007 . Entry wi ll be fi·ee and 
the exhibition will be open Monday to Saturday 
1 Oam to 5pm. 

Renaissance tapestry maps reunited after 
more than a century 
The Bodleian Librat-y has acquired at auction the 
missing part of a unique series of Tudor tapestt)' 
maps. Woven in wools and silks, the Sheldon 
Tapestt-y Map for Gloucestcrsh..irc is a fine example 
of cartography and decorative art from the 16th 
centm-y. Depi cting also parts of Wiltshire and 
Monmouthshirc, the map is a part of the set of 
fo ur famed tapestry maps datin g from the 1590s. 
Commissioned by R alph Sheldon for his home at 
W eston , W arwi ckshire , the series illustrates the 
midland counti es of England : Worcestcrshire; 
Oxfordshire , W arwickshire and Gloucestcrshirc. 

The acquisition was made possible through 
funds made avai lable from a number of donors 
including Th e Art Fund and the Friends of the 
Bodleian. The total cost was just over £ 100,000. 
T he map emiches the Bodleian Librat-y 's outstanding 
map coll ection. 

Swiss Panorama: the 22nd ICHC Beme, 8-Uth 
July, 2007 
Report by Zsolt Torok 
M o re than 250 participants gathered in the main 
hall of the University of Bern e, w here the 22nd 
International Confe rence on the Histo ry of 
Cartography was opened on 8th July 2007. The 
density of map historians hit a new wo rld record 
in the Swiss capital that hosted this important 
forum and became the m eeting point for 
academics, librarians, historians and collectors 
coming from almost 40 countri es, including 
J apan , Argentina and Nigeria. Of course, th e 
majority cam e from the German speakin g and 
neighbouring countries, and th e host countt-y was 
ve t-y well rep resented by some 70 participants. 
Demonstrating the internationali ty of o ur society, 
well known IMCoS people appeared with differ­
ent countries on their name badge. Representing 
IMCoS, R o lph Langlais, the International 
Coordinator, was vet-y ac tive during the coffee 
breaks and sometimes, I swea r, I could sec him 
talking to two dista nt groups at the sam e tim e! 
Past president Oswald Dreycr-Eimbcke and his 
wife Erika , and Hans and Eva Kok were also at 
this important mecti ng. 

Amidst the Alps the conference focus them es 
were quite self- explanatory: relief representation 
and the cartographi c legacy of Switzerland. 
Although deep in continental Europe the audience 
of the first presentation, delivered by Peter Barber, 
offered the truly British perspective of guidebooks 

to Switzerland. This perspective moved even 
further w ith the second session devoted to 
Ferdinand Rudolf Hassler (1770- 1843) , the Swiss 
pioneer surveyor and mapmaker, founder of the 
US Coast Survey in 1807. Following this session 
participants were transferred to the Swiss Institute 
of M etrology (measurement units) w here the first 
exhibition , naturally on Hassler's ac tivity , was 
opened . The other special map exhibiti ons the 
conference organisers offered were more directly 
related to old maps or cartography . Participants 
could admire medi eval codices from the collection 
of the Blirgerbibliothck, as well as cartographic 
highlights from the fa mous Ryhiner Collection 
and the collection Rossica Europcana in the 
U ni vcrsi tei tsbibliothck. 

Nick Millea, Map 
Librarian of tile 
Bodleian Library, 
Oxford, exa miuiug 
tire tapestry map of 
Glo11cesterslrire 
rvlricll lias been 
r•e11nited rvit!J tire 
other trvo 
Eliz abetlram 
tapestry maps in tile 
series owned by tile 
Bodleian since 1809. 
The 'missittg' section 
was acquired itt 
auction recently. 
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Another visit to the Swiss Alpine Museum 
offered the chance to study how relief models 
were (and are) made in the country. As we noticed 
in the local souvenir shops, for the most tasteful 
type the producers use Swiss chocolate' After the 
introduction conference participants made a short 
tour am ong the spectacular and highly artistic 
relief models before climbing to the top of the 
building to enjoy the Bernese panorama - and the 
snacks and refreshments offered by o ur hosts. 
Unfortunately, there was no o ffi cial opening for 
the wonderful exhibition in the State Archives of 
Berne. Those who visited it during lunch break or 
on the way to the venue of the sessions , however, 
praised the concept and the richness of the 
material. On display was the magnificent 1578 
work of Thomas Schoepf. 

As usual, the academjc programme of the 
conference included as many papers as possible 
and tills time it was aro und sixty. Tills guaranteed 
full days for the parti cipants. Except for the first 
two sessions, the venue was the UrnS builrung. Its 
location in Schanzeneckstrasse was perfect for the 
present w ri ter as it appears on 16th century 
H absburg fortificat io n plans. Beyond tills personal 
remark, tills venue was easily accessible from our 
city hotels on foot. T his was a major advantage of 
the Berne conference , almost all of the conference 
programs in the city area could be reached w ith a 
ten minute walk. T he UniS building was modern 
and the large lectu re room offered all m odern 
facilities. Sessions comprised three to four papers, 
grouped into more or less coherent thematic umts 
by the selection conmuttee. Of the total 19 papers 
the m ost non-tradi tional one was certainly the 
session explori ng the possible applications of digi tal 
technologies . O ther relatively new fields of interest 

m arked by the colo nial 



cartography, ca rtography and politi cs, tourist 
mapping and time in cartography. Most of the 
papers represented European perspectives but the 
session o n Asian and Islamic mapping was 
welcomed by the audience. It is also rem.arkable 
how n1any o f the papers were devoted to material 
from the 19th or even the 20th century. Fron1 the 
collector's point of view the most interesting 
theoreti cal session was on ca rtobibliography. 
Matthew Edney, Joel Kovarsky and Peter van der 
Krogt contrasted the rather different approaches and 
opinions of acaden"lics, dealers and collectors . The 
complexity of the problems was well demonstrated: 
even the repetition of the tongue-twisting word 
'cartobibliography' can cause problems! There was a 
lively discussion during and after this and other 
sessions, but the strict schedule did not allow as 
much time as people wanted. As Tony Campbell , 
Chai rman of l111ago M1111di remarked in his talk, this 
is certainly a point to consider for future 
conferences. 

T he posters were presented o n Tuesday 
morning w ith no concurrent sessio ns, so as to 
allow th e authors to comn1Llnica te with other 
participants. There was a large crowd in the three 
small er rooms where the posters were displayed 
and special effo rts were needed to get a compre­
hensive image o f what was included. Visitors m ay 
have mistaken the maps displayed by Tomasz 
Niewodniczanski for reproductio ns, but, as I 
discovered , the 1491 map of Nicolaus C usanus 
and the other rarities were all origi nals! 

The technical side of the conference was 
orga nised in the manner of swiss watch makers by 
H ans-Uli Feldmann , director of the conference , 
and his team. They should be congratulated on the 
smooth operation of all events. N o parti cipant was 
lost, partly due to the excellent m aps by swisstopo 
and prominent Swiss map publishers. The papers 
were all supported by PowerPoint presentations 

without any technical hitch , and W olfgang Lierz 
effectively took charge of both presenters and 
computers, including the ICHC 2007 conference 
excellent web site. T he full programme and the 
electronic version of the conference volume 
edited by M arkus O ehrli , as w ell as information 
and photos are still downloadable from: 
http:! / www.ichc2007 .ch/ 0/ en/ 

After the full and eventful week in the city of 
Berne the traditi o nal fa rew ell dinner o n July 13 
took us to the Swiss mo untains. This event was 
not so fomu l as usual and people were advised to 

avoid high-heels and black tie. The restaurant o n 
top o f the 2500-metre-high Niesen was a most 
m emorable event, certainly the peak of the 
conference. Parti cipants, watching the wonderful 
Alpine sunset fi·om the panorama terrace could 
refl ect on the memorable Imago Mundi conference 
in Switzerland . 

Plrtographs of tire 
ICHC Conference in 
Benre by Thomas 
Maag and Peter van 
der Krogt. 
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RICHARD B. ARKWAY, INC. 
COHEN & TALIAFERRO LLC. 

A rare English map of the Americas with a 
"fascinating depiction of California"- Burden 

ROBERT WALTON 
A New Plaine and Exact Map of America 

1658/c.1660 

59 East 54th Street, su ite #62 • New Yo rk, NY 10022 • www.arkway.com 
(800 ) 453-0045 • (2 12) 751-8135 • arkway @m indspring.com 
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MAPS · ATLASES · GLOBES · REFERENCE BOOKS 

Featuring 
On-Line Auctions 

February · May · July 

September· December 

·Online bidding & status 

· Bid by mail , phone or fax 

·In-house packaging 
and shipping 

www. 0 I dWorl dAu ctions. com 

Old'W>rld .Etuctions 2155 w. Hwy 89A, #20611+800.664 .7757 
MAPS . ATLASES . GLOBES Sedona, AZ 86336 USA 1 +928.282.3944 

Established 1977 ema11 : marti@oldworldauct1ons .com fax: 928 .282.3945 

Antique Map Price Guide 
www.oldmaps.com 

• Over 55,000 Records 

• Powerful Search Engine 

• New Records added Monthly 

• Daily, Monthly and Annual 
Subscriptions Available 

• The Only On-Line Price Guide 

Visit us at www.OldMaps.com 

Americae Sive Novl Orbls . Nova Descriptio 

Third state of this famous map With the revised shape of South America . OthGr r8'VISIOOS 
inclUde the adchtion of the name California . 61'ld lhG lndien name ·wu-.gancJei<Oa" in the 
Chesapeake Bay region. The Solomon Islands ere shOirt'll"l here for the f1rst time since [hey 
wore discovered'" 1568. Latin text on verso With page numbar 5. most probably from the 
1603 edlhon 

Price: $4,675 
Creator: Abraham Ort.ellus 
Subject: Western Hemisphe~ 

Year: 1587 
Size: 19.0" x 14.0" (48.3 x 35.6 em) 

C olor: Black & White 
(A) Superb Impression with only faint toning 

Condition: along fo ld. Professional repair offold In 
bottom margin. 

Source: Theatrum Orbls Terrarum 
City: Antwerp 

References: Burden #64. van den Broecke 111 . 

.. ·_·9'~l!~~ors • D~(!Ters :.~ Appr~iser.s·-~ tibrarie; 
~ ·.<. ... ~ ~- ~-:::.-- .... ~ . ~ " • • - - :.·•'.. -~ - • - ... ;:; 
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THE PHILADELPHIA PRINT SHOP, LTD. 

www.philaprintshop.com 
8441 GERMANTOWN AVENUE· PHILADELPHIA, PA 19118 · (215) 242-4750 ·USA 
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OLD CHURCH GALLERIES 
Mati Harrington & Nicky Ransom 

FINE & RARE ANTIQUE MAPS, CHARTS, PLANS & 
ENGRAVINGS OF ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 

A very large stock, including Natural History, Botanical, Sporting, 
Architectural, Decorative and Topographic prints 

98 FULHAM ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON SW3 6HS 
TEL: 020 7591 8790 FAX: 020 7591 8791 

Email: sales@oldchurchgalleries.com 
Website: www.oldchurchgalleries.com 



SCANDINAVIAN MAP 
SPECIALIST 

W. BARENTS, 1598-99 

BUY AND SELL RARE AND DECORATIVE 
ANTIQUE MAPS, VIEWS, ATLASES, ll..LUSTRATED BOOKS. 

O~RSALWAYSWELCOME 

PLEASE CONTACT: PAL SAGEN 

KUNSTANTIKVARIAT 
PAMAAS 

JOSEFINESGT. 3 B 
Postbox 3893 Ullevcil stadion 

N-0805 Oslo- Norway 
Tel.: +47 22 59 47 64- +47 22 23 08 96 

Fax: +47 22 59 47 75 

www.antiquemaps.no e-mail: post(a)antiqucmaps.no 
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National Representatives 

A111erica, Centrai:Jens P. Bornholt, -+a Avenida 13-11 , Zona 10, 
Guatemala C.A. (for mailing address see membership list) 

A111erica, South: Dr Lorenzo Gliller Frers, Peru 285, 1641 Acassuso, 
Argentina 

Australia: Prof. Robert Clancy, P.O. Box 891, N ewcastle, NSW 2300 
A ustria: Dr Stefaan]. Missinne, Unt. W eissgerberstr. 5-4, 1030 Vienna 
Belgiu111: PhiJJippe Swolfs, Nieuwe Steenweg 31, Elversele, 9 140 
Cauada: Edward H. D ahl , 1292 Montee Paiement, Gatineau, 

Quebec J8R 3K5 
Croatia: Dubravka Mlinaric, Institute for Migration and Ethnic Studies, 

Trg Stjepana Radica 3, 10 000 Zagreb 
Cypws: Michael Efrem, P.O. Box 22'267, CY-1519 Nicosia 
Fiuland: Jan Strang, Jatasalmemie 1, FlN-00830 Helsinki 
France: Andrew Cookson, 4 ViJJa Gallieni, 93250 Villemomble 
Cen/la11y : Dr Rolph Langlais, Klosekamp 18, D-40489 Di.isseldorf 
Greece: Themis Strongilos, 19 Rigillis Street, GR-1 06 7-+ Athens 
Hu11gary: Dr Zsolt Torok, Department of Geography, Eotvos Univ. 

Ludovika 2, Budapest 
Icela11d: Jokull Saevarsson, National & University Library of Iceland, 

Arngrimsgata 3, IS-1 07 R eykj avik, R eykj avik 101 
llldo11esia: Geoff Edwards, P .0. Box 1390/JKS, Jakarta 12013 
Israel: Eva Wajntraub , -+Brenner Street, Jerusa lem 
Italy: Marcus Perini , Via A. Sciesa 11 , 37122 Verona 
)apa11: Kasumasa Yamashita, I 0-7-2-chome, Sendagaya, Shibuya-ku , 

Tokyo 
Lithua11ia: Alma Brazieuniene, Universiteto 3, 2366 Vilnius 
Mexico : Martine Chomel de Coelho , A.P. 40-230, Mexico 06140 DF 
Netherla11ds: Hans Kok , Poclwaai 15, 2162 HA Lisse 
New Zeala11d: Neil McKinnon , P.O. Box 847 Timaru 
Nonvay: Pal Sagen,Josefinesgt 3B, P.O. Box 3893 Ulleva.I Stadion, 

N-0805 Oslo 
Philippines. Rudolf Lietz, POB 2348 MCPO, 1263 Makati, Metro Manila 
Republicoflrelalld: Rmy (Rode1ick) R yan, 33 Hampton Comt, Vemon Avenue, 

Clontarf, Dublin 3 
Ro111a11ia: Mariuca Radu, Muzeul de lstmia Brasov, Str. Nicolae Balccscu 

Nr.67, 2200 Brasov 
Russia: Andrey Kusakin, Appt. 124, Kolpatchny per. 6, 101000 

Moscow 
Si11gapore & Malaysia: Juli e Yeo, 3 Pemimpin Drive 04-05, 

Lip Hing Industrial Bldg, Singapore I 024 
South Africa: Elizabeth Bisschop , P.O. Box 26156, Hout Bay, 7872 
Spa i11: Jaime Armero, Frame SL. General Pardii'ias 69, Madrid 6 
S1vede11: Leif Akesson, Vegagatan 11 , S-392 33 Kalmar 
Tlwilalld: Dr Dawn Rooney, N ana P.O . Box 1238 Bangkok 10112 
Turkey: Ali Turan, Dumluca Sok 9, Beysukent, 06530 Ankara 
United Kingdo1n : Caroline Batchelor, Pikes, The Ridgeway, Oxshott, 

Surrey KT22 OLS 
USA, Central: Ken neth N ebenza hl , P.O. Box 370, Glencoe, Ill 60022 
USA, East: Robert A. Highbarger, 7509 Hackamore D1ive, Potomac, 

MD 2085-+ 
USA, West: Bill Wamn, 1109 Linda Glen Dtive, Pasadena, CA 91 105 
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2008 Advertising rate s 
For four issues per year Colour B&W 
Full page (same copy) £950 £630 
H alf page (same copy) £630 £420 
Quarter page (same copy) £365 £250 
For a single issue 
Full page £380 £255 
Half page £255 £170 
Quarter page £ 150 £l00 
Website 
Web Banner £270 
To place your advertisement, please contact Jenny 
Harvey, Advertising Manager, at the address shown 
on page 1. 

Please uote that for tax rcasous it is uecessary 10 be a 
111e111ber of !!VI CoS 10 adverrise ill the /A/ CoS Joumal. 
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Leen He(mink 

Antique Mtps & At(ases 

www.lie(mink.com 
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The Heron Tower 
70 East 55th Street, 6th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 

phone: 212~308~0018 
800A23~3741(U.S. only) 

fax: 212~308~0074 
e~mail: info@martayanlan.com 

View recent acquisitions at 
our web site: 

www. martayanlan.com 

Complimentary Catalogue 
To IMCoS Members 

Gallery Hours: 
Mon~Fri: 9:30-5:30 
and by appointment 


