
























































3ook Reviews

Furthermore, given that the book is published in
Swedish, English, and Finnish editions, we must
thank the Nurminen Foundation for what must be
considerable price subsidization.

My criticism of the book concerns not what 1t
1s, but what it might have been. Given the
obvious commitment and resources devoted to its
production, the failure to make some incremental,
high-vielding investments 1s disappointing. For
example, more careful editing and prootreading
would have avoided crrors that are more annoying
distractions rather than substantive deficiencies.
Some of these are correct in the (original)
Swedish, but mistranslated or miscopied into the
English (e.g., the date for Ptolemy on page 8, the
date of 1544 for the publication of Johannes
Magnus's book on page 75, and the caption to
figure 91). Certain crrors appear in both cditions,
such as the dates given for the maps in figures 5,
36, and 64. Morc serious are the apparently
mverted transparency used to print figure 9 and
the reversal of the captions for figures 26 and 27.

Three changes in The History of the Nordic Map
would have significantly enhanced its udlity and
user friecndliness. First, cross-references within the
text to the illustrations would help comprchension
as well as usability. (There is a single reference to
“page 6, pict. 17 on page 325). It nught also have
led to better placement of the illustrations.  For
example, a map by Gerhard Schoning appears as
figure 162 on pp. 298-299, but Schoning is not
discussed until page 333 (and only page 333
appears in the index). Per Brahe’s name appears in
the caption to figure 106 on page 189, but he is
not mentioned until page 201 (and his name does
not appear in the index at all).

Secondly, a scholarly book needs a full index,
not just an “Index of People.” Third, there is no
complete alphabetic list of bibliographic references;
they arc given at the back for mndividual chapters.

As an afterthought, an approximately 3/4-scale
tacsimile of the 1572 Lafreri copy of the 1539 nap
of Olaus Magnus is folded and tipped in at the
back of the book. Perhaps this was an after-
thought for the author and publisher as well, as 1
found no mention of its inclusion anywhere in the
volume. Finally, I found it peculiar that in a book
with so much biographical data, there was none
about the author.

But this is an incredibly reasonably priced,
handsomely produced, content nich book. Much of
the information is not otherwise readily accessible,
cspecially in English; many ot the illustrations are of
cartographic manuscripts that are not generally well
known and may never have been reproduced
before. 1t is not particularly user friendly but the
reader who has some idea ot what he is looking for
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will, ke a determined early explorer, almost
certainly discover something interesting, insightful,
and worthwhile.

William Ginsberg

Find your way round early Georgian London,
commentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises
Led., 2003)

Find your way round Mid-Georgian London,
commentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises
Led., 2004) [PC version only]

15 Miles round London in 1786. (Motco
Enterpnses Ltd., 2003) [PC onlyj
Find your way round London in 1799,

commentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises
Ltd., 2006)

Find your way round Mid-Victorian London,
commentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises
Ltd., 2003)

Dictionary of (the City of) London, 1910
commentary by Ralph Hyde (Motco Enterprises
Lid., 2003) |PC only]

All these CDs arc published by Motco
Enterprises Ltd, The Court House, Shamley
Green, Guildford GU5 OUB, UK. Tel. 44
(0)7966 210 062; e-mail cnquiries@motco.com;
website www.motco.com

The Motco series of scanned maps grew from
an ambitious and ongoing project to scan major
maps and views of London. At the time it was far
in advance of most similar excrcises since under-
taken by major libraries throughout the world.
Since then some libraries and several private
collectors and firms have caught up, though none
cover London in such loving detail or with such
ingenuity. The CD-roms provide an enhancement
enabling users to pinpoint locations in London in
the style of an automnated A-Z.

The Dictionary, which is a digitisation of Henry
Harben's scarce Dictionary of London published
posthumously in 1918 but completed in 1910,
does not include a map. It does though provide
background information for the City of London
elements of the other CDs. The other CDs
procced chronologically from Strype’s ward maps
of the 1720s, Rocque’s great map of London and
Westminster of 1746, Cary’s onc-inch-to-the-
mile pocket atlas of the country 15 miles round
London of 1786, the first cedition, ot 1799, of
Horwood's great map and finally Stanford’s
superb Library Map of Loundon and its suburbs of
1862. More ~ notably Rocque’s great map of the
environs of London and the 1892 cdition of

Stanford's Library Map, arc planned. Each CD i1s
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Australia’s coasthne, most notably a large triangular
peninsular at the southern end of the cast coast.

This is the sixth book since 1893 to v to
establish che validiey of chese hyvpotheses. The
details of the Portuguese discovery claim are all
ditterent. even though thev are all based on the
same supposed evidence - the large. enigmartic
‘continent” of Jara la Grande.

Some wrecks and miscellancous artifacts found
around the coasts of Australia and New Zealand
be
providing additional  evidence.
Trickett colourfully atcempts to  establish  the
validity: of some of these artifacts which eritices
have rejected. and adds one item to the list — a
fishing net sinker. Readers can judge how
successtul he has been, but it is upon the identity
of Jura la Grande thae his case stands or falls.

Part of the cast coast of this landmass doces look
a bit like the “corresponding coast of Queensland
and northern New South Wales but there s no
Australian  feature  corresponding  to the  large

have been claimed  to Portuguese.  thus

supposedly

triangular projection at its southern end. No less
than six different speculative identificadions of this
teature have been produced, mcluding ewo ditterent
headlands of Tasmania and the East Cape of New
Zcaland's North Island.

It is a basic principle of rescarch that the proof
of any hypothesis requires that all available cvidence
should be critically examined. Tricketr relies
entirely on maps in the so-called “Vallard™ atlas of
1547. This failure to compare the Vallard charts,
and more especially their coastal mseriptions with
those on the other Dieppe maps mevitably gives an
unbalanced view of Java la Grande.

If evidence does not suit a theory one solution
15 to aleer it Trickett’s solution to the problem
presented by the major, key feature, the east coast
triangular promontory, is to assert that the French
joied two sections of Portuguese map incorrectly
at the upper base of the tnangle. On that pretext,
with a computer, he doctors the promontory by
rotating, it and the islands just off its shore. 907

1its headland
and

clockwise,  thus nto
“Wilson's the

Australian coastline to west of "Kangaroo Island’

turning
Promontory’, extending
i South Australia. It also enables him to turn an
adjacent tsland mto New Zealand's North Island.

When comparing enigmatic coastlines on 16t
century maps with their supposed equivalents on
modern  maps. scales are important. Trickett,
however, on his “comparative’ skerch maps gives no
mdication ot scales whatsoever. He consequently
fails to realize that his "Wilson's Promontory’ is
nearly 177 nearly 2000 kms,  south of the real
promantory! Such unkering wich evidence docs
not rewrite history.

IMCoS Journal

The Vallard atlas is unique in one particular
regard. On both the cast and west coasts of the
continent ot Jara la Grande, or Terra_Java i this atlas,
there are over 50 coastal inscriptions where the
other Dieppe maps have about ten on cach, varving
slightly in number and spelling trom one to another.
The most significant ones on the west coast are
omitted from the
from the east coast too. Trickeer does make an

“Vallard™ west coast. and some

attempt to deal with coastal inscriptions. but
asswnes that the "Vallard” cartographer had access to
much more informaton than any of the other
cartographers. The assumpoon s wrong. Some
cartographers  mserted mvented inscriptions on
coastlines that had relatively fow, in order to impress
whichever wealthy patron or dignitary the map or
atlas was intended for. This 1s clearly one such case.
Trickett believes that the “Vallard” mseriptions on
those two coasts arc in Portuguese or French.
Although some are, the mscriptions are actually n
an astonishing jumble of Romance languages. By
wishful chinking and a vivid imagination Trckete
manages to match up a number of these hybrd
mscriptions wich feacures on the Australian coastline.

A quite ditterent solution to the 1denuey of

Java la Grande/ Terra Java was recently pubhshed,

comparing the place-name evidence on a number
of the Dieppe maps. It claims that the enigmatic
continent has nothing to do with Australia but
that both coasts are actually misplaced copies of
early, differently scaled, Portuguese sketch charts
of other parts of Asia, the west and south west
coasts of Java itself, and the southern part of
Vietmam, together with the istands to the cast of
1. Te suggests that the French evidenty believed
that these two charts were genume but were
unable to denuty them so speculatively attached
them to the blank south coasts of Java and
Sumbawa; under the impression that they could
be part of the great southern continent which was
widely believed to exise.

Trickett that
solution by a ‘retired Australian academic... has

himself mentions the above
been met with acclaim in orthodox acadenic
circles’. but rejects its findings. He onuts to
mention the author of the book or 1ts publisher.

Peter Trickett is an experienced journalist so
despite the erttical comments above s book 1s
very readable. especially when he re-examines
some of the “complementary” evidence of wrecks
and artetacts ot reputedly Portuguese origim. It
may sell well but it is certammly not history.

W.A.R. Richardson.

Associate Professor (Spanish and Portuguese),
School of Humanides, Flinders University,
Adelaide. South Australia.
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Identification of map of Iceland

Thank vou to all those who sent in identification
of the map of Iceland belonging to Dr Barbara
Thomas. Below arc just a sample of those who
contributed. From them we learned many ditfer-
ent things about both the cartographer and his
work.

“This is once of the many maps from Scherer’s .Atlas
Norus, 1702-1710. Copies vary between 7 and 8
volumes and their map composition is not always
standard. There are 166 maps and related prints in
the copy in the Briush Library (under the
Terrestrial Aclases section as T-SHER-1a) includ-
mg this map twice; once as no.80 in part 4 (1) and
again as no.151 in part 6. The projection arranged
around the North Pole and the sharply engraved
artwork arc typical of Scherer and his engravers.
The BL shelfmark 1s 572.k.1-8".

Rodney Shirley, Buckingham, England

‘May | offer an 1dentification of the map posted by
Dr Thomas “Regionvin Polarivin Lapponiac
Islandiac....” The map 1s by Heinrich Scherer
trom his seven-part Atlas Novus. The part in which
this map appears was published in Munich in
1703. Scherer signed his work “R.P. Henrico
Scherer, Societatis Jesu,” and his Catholic faith
and missionary zeal figure prominently throughout
the maps in this atlas. This map portrays supplicant
Lapps worshipping the sun while ignoring the sign
of the Trinity over their heads, and criticises cheir
practice in the text above. In addition to the Jesuit
content, this map displays several of the other
charactenistics of Scherer’s maps: suns beaming as
dramatically as did windroses in the previous
century; finely detailed cartouches in several parts
of the maps (all the more impressive given the
relatively small folio size of the volumes); and
frequent use of Polar or (as here) quasi-polar
projections.’

Dean Menegas, London, England

‘I have the map belonging to Dr Thomas and can
inform you that it is from Miinchen by Heinrich
Scherer, engraved by J.B. Homann (24x26cm).

See also Scherer’s world map Shirley 626.°

TUF Columbus, Denmark

Can anyone help?

I am looking for the following: *Switzerland:
drawn for the heliogravure process at Stanford’s
Geographical Establishment’ ; scale 1:506 880 or 8
miles to 1 inch ; London : Edward Stanford [,
1894 to ca 1923 or later] ; 49 x 66 cm.

Issued cither as a flat sheet (with or without
place  number — cither 39 42 —
stamped/punched on verso at top right corner) ; as
folded, dissected, & mounted (as a ‘pocket map’)
in Stanford’s typical hard green covers with his
title label on front (either as “Map of Switzerland’
from ca 1894 or ‘London Atlas Map of
Switzerland” by 1923) | or issued in siti in cicher
Stanford’s London atlas of universal geography... : Folio
Edition, ‘Second i1ssuc. Revised and enlarged’
(1894 to 1901) and ‘Third edition, revised and
enlarged” (1904 to ca 1916), or as plate 13 m
Stanford’s family atlas of general geography (1894 or
1896 ‘editions’).

This is tor the published version, in
Cartographica Helvetica (January 2008), of my
Poster  Session  presented  at the  22nd
Incernational Conference on the History of
Cartography, Bern(e), 8-13 July 2007. In my
carto-bibliography (giving locations of exem-
plars), being mncluded in the article, any private
locations of any exemplars of the map or atlas will
be indicated by ‘P’ and a number only: any rcaders
of the article will have access to these only
through my consulting with the private owners
tor permission to put them in touch with each
other.  Currently 1 have locations of exemplars
noted in 36 public and private collections 1n
Europe, North America, and Australasia.

or

Francis Herbert

Francis Herbert is former Curator of Maps, RGS-IBG;
author of entry for Edward Stanford [sr] in Oxford
dictonary of national biography (2004); author of
‘The London atlas of universal geography from John
Arrowsmith to Edward Stanford:... a British world atlas

from the 1830s 1o the 19305’ in Imago Mundi,

1989, vol. 41, pp.[98]-123 where, on pp.116-118,
the first of ten states hitherto identified (the one lacking
toponyms) is mentioned and illustrated.

If you arc able to help please write to me: Francis
Herbert, 46 Chilcombe House, Fontley Way,
Roehampton SW15 4NB or write ¢/o the Editor
of the Journal.
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ALL AT SEA

Sonte cartographical problems in the North 1500-17001

by Sarah Tvacke

This article formed a presentation given by the
anthor at the IN[CoS weckend in June this year. The
title means a state of confusion and disorder and is an
extension of the nautical phrase ‘at sea’. It covers some
of the problems in describing the oceans and coastlines of
the world on maps between 1500 and 1700. The
phirase dates proun the period when accurate navigational
aids, including charts, weve not always available and
when even the charts which did exist were often erroncous
compared with the accuracy we now expect from Global
Positioning Systems (GPS).

hile there were always navigational

problems to be solved, essentially

how to sail from A to B without

hitting the rocks or other obstacles,
there were also cartographical problems, which are
not necessarily the same. These cartographical
problems were about how to describe  graphically
the geographical attributes of the scas and coast-
lines in such a way as to be at least usetul to the
navigator: for example, how to draw tche surface
of a sphere on a plane surface. The material used
was often vellum rather than paper which was
very durable at sea and could be updated simply by
scraping the old information away. The content of
the chart had to have some sort of accuracy in
terms of directions, to give a reasonable shape and
length to the coasthnes concerned round the scas
and oceans; and eventually, in the late 18th
century, to give particular places, normally ports,
capes erc. their geographical positions as laticude
and longitude values. Depending on the client the
chart maker nught also produce a highly decorated
chart which was for hanging on a wall or kecping
in a precious collection. Or, it could be merely
functional, drawn at sca as a pen and ink plot or as
a running survey along the coasts which he would
wish to have copied professionally once back in
port. These varying factors of purpose, production
and of content naturally affect what the chart
actually looked like whether it was a scrap of paper
or a lavishly decorated item: they were part of the
same continuum of production. These manuscript
charts were still being made in the maritime ports

of Portugal, Italy, Spain, France, the Netherlands
and England unal. m some cases, well into the
18t century., long atter the emergence of printed
charts and adases.

Before the 18t cencury, when longicudes
were tinally established by the chronometer, there
were some improvements in the construction of
charts, particularly in the use of projections
notably, but not cexclusively. the Mercator
projection. In many cases the use of this projection
was of no practical use at sea. given that the
seamen could not calculate exactly how far east
and  west chey were. More commonly the
improvement was in the accuracy and uses of
latitude scales which were introduced on to the
old style portolan charts firstly by the Portuguese
as they sailed round the coasts of Africa and across
the Adantic. This use ot lacitude scales was further
refined by the English and Dutch, especially in
northem ladtudes 1.e. above 60° N Few manuscript
charts of the northern navigation survive and these
two examples illustrate in their different ways the
state of navigation at the time (Figs 1 and 2).

Norwegian Coasts 1600

On board, the ship’s master had to plot his
course, normally on paper, to know where he
thought he was each day, and to ensure he arrived
where he was going. These plots rarely survive as
they were of no future use unless, for example,
they were made into a rccord of a particular
voyage and then sent back to one of the trading
companices in London, Amsterdam or clsewhere in
Europe.

Fig. 1 is a rare example of a pen and ink plot
of a vovage up the coast of Norway from Buchan
Ness (Kinaird’s Head) in 57° to the Shedand
islands in 60° across to Bergen on the Norwegian
coast and then further north to the entrance of the
flord leading to Trondheim and then north after a
wecek’s sailing to just below the Arctic Circle
59°30° N. The plotting paper was a blank,
presumably ruled by the scaman with the lines of
latitude and with a quarter compass before the
plotting started. Many books giving instructions
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[ A SCALE OF PASES

Parforued by Tohn Speede 1610

Notes:

1. Permission to reproduce the illustrations has been
gencrously given by Herefordshire Record Office and
Merton College, Oxford (the draft plan of Hereford city
1606).

2. S. Bendall, Dictionary of land surveyors and local map-
makers of Great Britain and Ireland 1530-1850, 2 vols.,
London 1997.

3. S. Bendall, ‘Dratt town maps for John Speed’s Theatre
of the Empire of Great Britaine’, Imago Mundi, vol. 54
(2002), pp. 30-45.

Brian Smith pictured in the study of his home in Hercfordshire.
On the wall is a map of the county (William Hole [Saxton|
1637) and one of the Iland of St Helena (Licutenant R .P.
Read, first edition with the misprints about Napoleon’s residence
ot the island nd [1816], corrected in second edition of 1817), in
ship’s carpenter-style of frame and with early 20th century Union
Castle RMS label for voyage back to England. Brian spent “six
hectic and delightful 1wecks on the isolated island in 1992 to report
to the St Helena Government on the care of its archives, a mission
that snowballed to include the island’s museum and historic
buildings. His interest in maps goes back to his childhood. As an
archivist 11 Worcestershire, Essex and Gloucestershire e has

published articles on the Doughanty family, [8th century land
surveyors of Worcester, the Elizabethan Walker family of West
Hanningfield and the mapmaker Isaac Taylor of Ross-on-Wye.
He was county archivist of Gloucestershire from 1968 10 1979
before appointinent to the Royal Commission on Historical
Manuscripts where he became its secretary 1982 to 1992, On
retivement he returned to Herefordshive where he had been brought
up and has been prominent in the county’s historical and archival
activities. He is a Iellow of the Society of Antiquaries and of the
Royal Historical Society and a former Vice-President of the
British Records Association.

Fig. 8
John Speed’s map of
Hereford as
published in The
Theatre of the
Empire of Great
Britaine 1611
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Mapping Matters

TR A

c 1

and many others mstitutions. but also 1 wramning
his own sttt and advising colleagues. The drawing
office at Liverpool was a congenial neutral ground
m which colleagues would gather. often to consult
Alan on matters bevond mapmaking. Carson
Clark, trained at the Ordnance Survey and with
similar meerests n antique maps, Was sent sorne-
what grudgingly to Alan by Professor Frank
Monkhouse at Southampton to “learn to draw
like Alan Hodgkiss™. He made a friend for life.

The Umiversity ot Liverpool awarded him an
honorary MA 1 1983 on his rearement. He was
then able to travel extensively and his knowledge
of places across the World was impressive. In 1983
Helen Hodgkiss died and the tollowing year Alan
married  June Boaden. She survives him with
Catherine and Robert, the children ot his first
marriage, his step-daughter Jane, grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

The Mystery of Hitler’s Globe
Several  newspapers  have  published
recently about a large globe which was used by
Adolph Hitler and is being sought by Woltram
Pobanz, a 68-vear-old retired cartographer.
Apparently some people believe that Hitler's globe
1y the one in the Deutsches Historisches Museum
with a Russian bullet hole chrough Germany.
Pobanz disputes this.

articles

“The one we are looking for we called  the
Fihrer's globe™. he told the Press. The real name
was the Columbus Globe for State and Industry
and 1t was made in Berlin during the mid-1930s
and said to be “nearly the size of a Volkswagen™.
A standard wood base was apparently made for
Hitler to hold the globe which was in his office in
the New Reich Chancellery.

Is there anyone out there who can help him in
his quest?

Library head resigns after map theft

The head of the National Library of Spain, Rosa
Reegas, resigned from her job at the beginning of
Septeniber after it emerged that two rare maps
from their copy ot Prolemy's Cosmograpliia (1492)
had Dbeen stolen. The valued at
L50.000 cach. Their absence was spotted i a
check made duning August but no-one knows
exactly when they were taken. Apparently Miss

maps were

Regas accused an Argentinian rescarcher but the
Spanish Ambassador denied the accusaton.

Hollar maps on display at BL

A small display of etched maps by Wenceslaus
Hollar entided “Hollar as a Map Maker™ 15 on
display in the lobby of the British Library Maps
Reading Room. 1t marks the 40t anniversary of

Hollar's birth and has been mounted by Peter
Barber. Head of Map Collections. A free brochure
1 available to accompany the maps.

Hotel hosts maps of Boston area

Anvone visiting The Boston Harbour Hotel,
Boston, Massachusctts, must  look
collection of maps ot the arca which have been
loaned by the collector Kenneth Nebenzahl and
are on display in the toyer.

out for a

15th annual Miami Map Fair

This popular event at the Historical Museumn in
Miami, Florida, is being held over the weckend of
February 204 and 314 2008, More than 50 antique
map dealers from around the World will gather at
the Muscum and will offer maps worth USS100 to
thousands of dollars. The kevnote speakers will be
Raichard Betz,  owners  of
Hemispheres Maps and Prints in Stoddard, New
Hampshire. They will talk about “The Mapping
of Africa to 17007 and will be followed by Dr
Zsolt Torok. Protessor of Cartography at the
Eétvds Lorand University, Budapest, Hungary
who will discuss the “Introduction to Renaissance
Map Printing.”

and  Penclope

A map prinung workshop will
tollow the lTecture. On the Sundav, London map
dealer Jonathan Potter will give a talk enutled
“Why collect old maps and how.” Registranon
mcludes a box lunch on Saturday and Sunday and
a cocktail reception on Saturday evening. For
more to register please call
305.375.1617, c-mail maptair@hmst.org or log on

information or
to www.hmstiorg

Hakluyt conference at NMM

The National Maritime Museum at Greenwich,
London, will host a conference “Richard Hakluyt
(c.1552-1616): lite, times, legacy”™ on 15t and
16t May. 2008. This interdisciplinary conference
will address the significance of the work of
Richard Hakluyt, the prolific collector and author
of The Principal Navigations, 1589, expanded as The
Principal  Navigations, Traffiques  and
Discoveries of the Inglish Nation, three volumes,
1598-1600. Jomtly organised by NMM, The
Centre tor Travel Writng Studies. Notungham
Trent University and the Natonal University of
Ireland, Galway. Speakers will include IMCoS
President, Sarah Tvacke.

[ oyages,

Waldseemiiller map on display

The 1507 World Map by Martin Waldseemiiller,
said to be the first map to name America, will be
on display i an cexhibinon “Early Americas™
opening at the Northwest Gallery of the Jetferson
Building, Library of Congress, Washington DC


































