





IMCoS LIST OF OFFICERS
President
Roger Baskes

Directors
Themis Strongilos
Maicolm R. Young

Hans Kok

Advisory Council
Past Presidents: Rodney Shirley
Oswald Dreyer-Eimbcke
Adelaide: W.AR. Richardson
Barcelona: Sra Montserrat Galera
Chicago: Bob Karrow
London: Tony Campbelt
London: Catherine Delano Smith
Paris: Monique Pelletier
Utrecht: Giinter Schilder

International Officers
Chairman: Susan Gole
Secretary: Robert Clancy
Development: Caroline Batchelor

Executive Committee and
Appointed Officers
Chairman: Jenny Harvey
27 Landford Road, Putney.
London SW15 1AQ.

Tel: 020-8789 7358.

Fax: 020-8788 7819,
e-mail: jeh@harvey27.demon.co.uk
Vice Chairman: Valenic Newby
Price’s Cottage, 57 Quainton Road
North Marston, Bucks MK 18 3PR.
Tel: 01296 670001.
e-mail: mapeollector@bropenworld.com

General Secretary:
Membership Sec.: Patrick Whitten
Parsonage House, Woodbury,

Nr Exeter, Devon EXS 1EG.
e-mail: imeos@mapeq.com
Treasurer: Tum Whitten
Lower Bonehill Farm, Widecombe-in-the-
Moor, Newton Abbott, Devon TQI3 7TD
Dealer Liaison: Yasha Bercsiner
43 Templars Crescent, London N3 3QR.
Tel: 020-8349 2207. Fax: 020-8346 9539
Librarian: David Gestetner
Flat 20. 11 Bryanston Square,
London WII12DQ
Photographer: David Webb
Journal Editor: Susan Gole
Members:Roger Brown
Richard Domb
Christopher Terrell
IMCoS Administrative Office
PO Box 352, Newton Abbot,
Devon TQI3 7ZR
Fax: +44 (0) 1364 631 042
c-mail:financialsecretariat@imcos.org

IM@S

Journal of the International Map
Collectors’ Society

AUTUMN 2004 ISSUE No. 98
CONTENTS

Peter Whitfield: Nineteenth-Century Mapping
Kit Batten: Trials and Tribulations of Compiling a Cartobibliography
Bill Richardson: Gavin Menzies' Cartographic Fiction
Dennis Reinhartz: Divided by Empire, Reunited by Tourism
International News & Events
23rd International Symposium in Italy
Exhibition in London and Paris
Conference in Switzerland and Workshop in Thailand
International Map Libraries — IMCoS Listing
Oswald Dreyer-Eimbcke: Amerigo Vespucci and Cartography
Maps and Society Lectures at the Warburg 2004-2005
Visit to Rodney and Barbara Shirley
London June Weekend: Talks, AGM, Annual Dinner
IMCoS—Helen Wallis Award for 2004: Citation
Accounts
Book Reviews
International Representatives
Advertisers in this issue

Cover map: Cantino Planisphere, ms, 1502,
Courtesy. Biblioteca Estense Universitaria, Modena.

Copy and other material for our next 1ssue (Winter) should be submitted by 13

October 2004. All items for editorial use should be sent to:
The Editor: Susan Gole, 5 Dunn Cottages, Butterton Lane, Oakhanger,
Crewe CW1 5UU. Tel: (0)1270 878 465. E-mail: susan.gole(@ onetel.net

Reviews Editor: Dr Geoffrey Tapper, The Mount, Salisbury Road,
Shaftesbury, Dorset SP7 8NL.

Advertising Manager: Rolph Langlais, Am Oberen Werth 25,
D-40489 Dusseldorf, Germany. E-mail: rolph.langlais@t-online.de

IMCoS Web Site: http://www.imcos.org

All signed articles are the copyright of the author, and must not be reproduced without the written
consent of the author. Whilst every care is taken in compiling this journal the Socicty cannot accept

any responsibility for the accuraey of the information included therein.






From the Editor’s / International Chairman’s Desk

ltaly is coming very close, and final arrangements are
now being completed. We look forward to meeting a
good number of members there, many of them coming
for the first time to an IMCoS symposium. I hope they
enjoy it so much that they decide to come year after
year. You will find in the programme a contact name in
each hotel. whom you should be in touch with if you
have any queries, or would like company for the eve-
ning. It is sometimes daunting to feel that everyone else
already 1ows everyone, and you are the newcomer.
But actually we all start knowing no one; it’s just that
some people are able to hide their shyness more easily.
So do not be afraid to ask for company if you find you
are on your own after the day’s sessions are over. The
contact person is either a member of IMCoS commit-
tee. or a regular participant with IMCoS, whom I have
requested to act as ‘shepherd’ in each hotel. And the
‘company’ will be finding a restaurant together where
you all share the cost of the meal, and enjoy being with
other people who share your interest in maps.

With sadness I record the death of Derek Allen in
June after a short illness. Derek was Advertising Man-
ager for the IMCoS Journal from 1997 till 2002 and
with his wide contacts in the map world he brought
many new advertisers to the Journal. His wife Lindy
continues to work with Jonathan Potter in his gallery in
London. We extend our condolences to her.

Each issue of the new-format Journal this year has
been larger than the one before. 1 am most grateful to all
the contributors who have sent in articles, reports of exhi-
bitions and conferences, snippets of news, and anything
clse to do with maps. Please do continue to do so. And of
course all our meetings are recorded by David Webb with
his camera. Many members take photographs, but it is
David who without fail sends me prints to illustrate the
reports. So [ was very happy to learn that he is the winner
this year of the IMCoS—~Helen Wallis Award. Through
the Journal he is known world-wide for his photography,
but perhaps he is not so widely known for his very exten-
sive knowledge of road maps, and also his enormous col-
lection of map ephemera.

In this issue are two articles dealing with compara-
tively *‘modern’” maps. This 1s very welcome, partly be-
cause the prices of early maps put them beyond the
reach of younger members (the very few we have!), but
more importantly because both the authors have used

their knowledge to give a wider understanding to the
specific maps they talk about. Peter Whitfield was Di-
rector of Stanfords in London, and thus has a vast
knowledge about maps and map collecting, but he
chose to talk to us about the type of maps that are only
gradually beginning to find their way into map cata-
logues, and to invite us to study them more closely, and
to read more into them than who made them, and when.
Dennis Reinhartz chose even more modern maps, in
fact the type that are often ‘throw-aways’ by the tourist
industry, but a few members are beginning to view
them as future collectors’ items. This is not just a list of
such maps, but a study of the sociology and history that
can be read into them — putting maps to much wider use
than just telling us how to get somewhere.

Again in this issue I found space for information on
the Travel grants that IMCoS offers to young members.
It is often argued that young people don’t have time or
money to spare for map-collecting. But Dennis
Reinhartz has shown that an interest in maps does not
depend on either. Like all associations nowadays. we
need more young members to carry our society into the
future, to ensure that conservation of maps continues
world-wide, and not only the rare and famous. How
about giving a year’s (or three!) subscription to a young
person in your family? The new leaflets about IMCoS
are attractively printed in colour and feature a varicty
of maps. You can get one by e-mailing the Membership
Secretary, or picking one up in a library. If you would
like to place them in a library near you, or at a college
or other institution, do request a bundle, and spread the
news that IMCoS is an interesting group of people (o
associate with. The requirements for a young person to
attend an IMCoS meeting outside their own country are
very modest, and I am sure there are many youngsters
who would enjoy 1it, without spending much money.

As this goes to the printer I receive the sad news
that David Woodward is seriously 1ll. He 1s known to
us all, through his books if not personally, and the car-
tographic world will be a poorer place without him. He
has helped many, through his teaching, through his en-
couragement, and through his scholarship. We send
our sympathy and regret that he is not able to complete
the magnificent History of Cartography he has spent so
much of his life on.

SUSAN GOLE






Nineteenth-Century Mapping:
A Neglected Area for Collectors?

In the spring of 2002 I was commissioned to write a
company history of Edward Stanford, the London
map publishers who were to cclebrate their 150th an-
niversary in the following year. Stanfords has been in
business in the Charing Cross—Covent Garden area
since 1853, and is now well-known as a specialist
shop selling maps and travcl books, but from their
foundations until World War One thcy were equally
famous as map publishers. During their first fifty
vears they built up a huge, indeed unrivalled, range of
British and international mapping. In the course of my
research I became aware that, perhaps with the excep-
tion of the Ordnance Survey, nincteenth-century map-
ping has received little attention from historians or
map-collectors compared with maps of the period
1300 to 1700. The rcasons for this arc fairly clear:
maps trom the carlicr period are hugely important be-
cause they were witnesses to a geographical revolu-
tion, as European mapmakers re-fashioned the image
of the world which their navigators were uncovering.
They arc delightfully engraved and colourcd, and they
often contain myths, legends and gcographical mis-
takes, as well as portraits, coats of arms, pictures of
ships. and other artistic devices. These idiosyncrasies
and artistic qualities appeal to the eye and the imagi-
nation, as well as to our sensc of history. Thesc maps
are visible links with another era and another world.
By contrast the maps of the nineteenth century appear
plain, sober, unremarkable and impersonal. We fecl
that by 1800 the process of world exploration was vir-
tually complete, and also that cartography had by then
become a technical language which banished artistic
or subjective elements, in tavour of the functional and
the scientific. The net result 1s that thc maps of the
nineteenth century are felt to be mostly rather dull and
unintcresting.

Writing the history of Stanfords served to con-
vinee me that this i1s a mistaken view, and that the
maps of the nineteenth century have very strong at-
tractions both to the historian and thc collector. 1
would argue that this is so for four main rcasons.
Firstly the developing language of cartography meant
that the world was effectively being re-mapped at a
new level of detail and accuracy: this was the age of

the national and military surveys, whose work was
based on scientific principles. Secondly, these survey
authorities were active not only in Europe, but also in
European colonies and zones of influence throughout
the world: European military and commercial inter-
ests demandcd that great regions of Africa, Asia and
Australasia should be mapped for the first time.
Thirdly, the process of world exploration was ccr-
tainly not complete, even when Stanfords was
founded in 1853: the world’s coastlines had indeed
been accurately charted, but the Polar Regions and the
interiors of all the continents beyond Europe were still
shrouded in mystery. And lastly, within Europe itself
this was an age of conflict, revolution and the birth of
new nations — all historic changes which werce inevi-
tably reflected in maps. For all these reasons, [ would
argue that the maps published in ninetecenth-century
England hold up a fascinating mirror to the Victorian
age — to its politics, its commercc and its view of the
world. I would argue that the activitics of one small
map publisher in Victorian London serve to bring into
focus a huge numbecr of historical themcs and events,
large and small.

The founder of the firm was the first Edward
Stanford (1827-1904), a man about whom we know
comparatively littlc, save that he was a printer by trade
who worked with various London bookshops and sta-
tioners beforc acquiring his own map shop at Charing
Cross (now the north end of Whitchall, opposite the
equestrian statuc of Charles I). It scems that Stanford
was drawn into the world of maps through the influ-
ence of Trelawny Saunders, who later acted as geog-
rapher both to thc India Office and the Royal
Geographical Soclety, indecd it was Saunders’s shop
which Stanford acquired in 1853, Twenty years later,
Stanford bought a second site on Long Acre, which
later became the firm’s headquarters and wherc they
are still trading. Stanford’s early catalogues show that
he wvery quickly built up a map-publishing
programme, and his peculiar talent, the unique busi-
ness role which he created for himsclf, was to act as an
intermediary bectween the official survey organisa-
tions in many parts of the world, and the gencral pub-
lic. Thesc surveys would produce large-scalce






topographic maps, in multi-sheet series, for their mili-
tary or administrative masters, although thcy were of
limited practical appeal to the general public. Firstly,
Stanford had himself appointed sales agent for these
maps, so that his shop was the only place in England
where one could buy these detailed survey maps of In-
dia, New Zealand, Canada, South Afiica, the Carib-
bean Islands and so on. Stanford’s role here was
cxactly parallel to his relationship with the Ordnance
Survey, with which he was so closely associated in the
public mind for several generations. He also acquired
sales agencics for the Geological Survey, the War Of-
fice, the Survey of India, thc Hydrographic Office,
and the Royal Geographical Society, so that as far as
London map retailing was concerncd, Stanford had
comered thc market. Among his famous customers
were  Florence Nightingale, General Gordon,
H.M.Stanley, John Ruskin, Captain Scott and even
Sherlock Holmes.

But in addition to selling these maps, Stanford
secms to have realised that they could be edited and
reduced to make smaller-scale general maps for com-
mercial sale. In this task he succeeded so well that by
the 1880s Stanfords was the first port of call for any-
one sceking a general map of any destination, or any
country where they had commercial interests. Stan-
ford’s cataloguc became unrivalled for its detailed
maps of Cyprus, Egypt, the Gold Coast, Ceylon, Ma-
laya, Jamaica, British Columbia and a hundred other
placcs. He initiated the “Stanford Library Maps’, a se-
ries of very large, highly-detailed maps of all the con-
tinents of the world, designed to be hung on the walls
of offices, colleges, clubs and other institutions. These
maps were periodically issucd in new editions from
the late 1850s to the eve of the Great War, revised to
show all the latest changes in gcographical knowledge
and 1n political boundaries. In the case of the Africa
map, successive editions show first the discovery of
the lakes and rivers in the intcrior, and then the carv-
ing-up of the continent by the European colonial pow-
ers. The North America map shows the way in which
the states west of the Mississippi were added to the
United States, and how the governmental structure of
Canada emerged. The 1862 ‘Library Map’ of London
is of prime importance to historians of the city, and
has been re-published in facsimile scveral times.

The second Edward Stanford (1856-1917) took
over as head of the firm in 1882 and brought its fame

and prosperity to its height. He oversaw the publica-
tion of a superb folio world atlas — Stanford’s Lon-

don Atlas of Universal Geography — dedicated to
Queen Victoria in the jubilee year of 1887, and of the

first encyclopedia of geography in English — Stan-

Jford's Compendium of Geography and Travel, pub-

lished in six volumes between 1878 and 1885. It was
in rccognition of the atlas that he was awarded a royal
warrant as Geographer to the Queen in 1893. In these
years Stanfords carried out a great deal of carto-
graphic work for other publishers, such as thc Royal
Geographical Society, John Murray and the Oxford
University Press, and Stanford maps will be found il-
lustrating many important books. The 1912 edition of
Stanford’s map catalogue lists almost 2,000 maps.
British, interational, scicntific, geological, and his-
torical, and it is a study of these maps that reveal the
extent to which Stanford’s publishing holds up a mir-
ror to the nincteenth-century world.

As a commercial publisher, all Stanford's work
sprang from essentially the same motive — to satisfy
public intercst. There was of course a continuing de-
mand for general reference maps of Europe or India or
America, but map publishing also functioned to somc
extent as a news-medium, and Stanford would often
respond to current events with a rapidly drawn map of
a seat of war or of some other focus of intcrest. Therc
was his map of the siege of Scbastapol in 1854, the
crucial event of the Crimean War, the map of the forti-
fications of Paris issued during the 1870 siege of the
city by the Prussians, the map of Poland published
during the Polish uprising against Russia, which
evoked great sympathy in England; this map is over-
printed to show the way that Poland had becn attacked
and partitioned ovcr the years by its powerful neigh-
bours, Russia and Prussia. A map of Russia was in-
cluded in the great 1887 atlas, which showed the
growth of the Russian Empire since the reign of Peter
the Great, with the claws of Russian power reaching
steadily eastwards into Asia. This was a constant prc-
occupation of British foreign policy in the ninetcenth
century — that Russia might one day threaten British
India, and this polemical map gives voice to those
fears. The first edition of the Library Map of Europe in
1858 is fascinating for its snapshot of Ttaly a few short
years before that country was unified: the *States of
the Church’ reach from Rome to the Po Valley, while









watched: the discovery of goldfields in the Transvaal
or in southern Australian called for special maps, as
did the Yukon gold rush of 1897.

In portraying the great deserts of Australia, any
mapmaker would have difficulty, and Stanford’s large
refecrence maps fill the interiors with historical notes
on the great desert explorers of the previous
half-century, noting where thcy found water, where
they received help from natives, where they were
competlled to turn back. and all to often where they
dicd. The exploration of the North Polar Regions was
the subject ot a special Stantord map of 1887, marking
the most northerly point attained by cxplorers from
the sixteenth-century navigators to the ninc-
teenth-century scientists. On this map, the entire polar
ice-cap 1s described as  ‘Unexplored Region’,
indicating that at this date geographers has still not es-
tablished its truc naturc. No cquivalent map of the
South Polar Regions became possible until the early
years of the twenticth century, espccially after Scott’s
tirst Discovery expedition of 1901-04. When Scott
saw Stanford’s map, he noticed that Shackleton’s
name was given equal weight with his own, and he
complained strongly to Stanford, who was however
able to sooth the explorer’s wounded ego. This corre-
spondence is onc of the treasures among the Stanford
papers. and it makes us regret that more background
documentation of this kind has not survived.

Thesc few cxamples should scrve indicate the
way in which Stanford’s map-publishing mirrored
his world, and something of thc richness of ninc-
teenth-century mapping. The attraction of these
maps is visually less obvious than that of scven-
tecnth-century maps: they must be studied, ana-
lvsed, and related to their historical context, but
when this is done they reveal their importance as
historical documents. They are in fact unintentional
portraits of their time, of events and of people. Nor
" are they. as artefacts, as plain and impersonal as
might be imagined. 1t is frequently said that maps
became mass-produced around the ycar 1850 or
1860 when steam-powered lithographic presses
were inventced. It is truc that this form of
map-printing did become possible at this time, but
it was certainly not universally used. Many of Stan-
ford’s maps, including the library map series, con-
tinued to be cngraved on copper for many decades,
and they were hand-coloured with watercolours in
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the traditional way down to the very end of the cen-
tury. This hand-colouring gives a fine, luminous
quality to the maps, and a magnifying glass is
necded to detect the way that the washes do not reg-
1ster as machine colour does. As far as the collector
1s concerned, it seems that there has becn virtually
no market for nineteenth-century maps: they have
been regarded as too recent and too plain to be ot in-
terest, and they have been destroyed as ephemeral.
This means that they are extremely scarce, indeed it
1s a paradox that one could readily acquire, for cx-
ample, any number of maps of North America
printed in the seventeenth century, but that a copy
of Stanford’s superb *Library Map of North Amer-
ica’ of 1863 would be very difficult to tind, while
items such as the 1870 Paris siege map. the 1882
Cyprus survey or the 1904 map of Tibet would
prove to be quite unobtainable: cven the great copy-
right libraries arc lacking in many important Stan-
ford maps.

Like so many other things, Stantord’s business
was disrupted by the Great War. Restrictions were im-
posed on travel, and many of his staff enlisted in the
forces. During the war, the sccond Edward Stanford
himself died, leaving bchind him three sons, all of
whom were very rcluctant businessmen. In fact Stan-
ford had prospered too well, for he had sent his sons to
public schools and to Oxford, and they had embarked
onmilitary carecrs. After the war they chosc to remain
in the army, or they developed a taste for farming and
country living, and turncd their back on a career "in
trade’. Their lives were a world away from that of
their grandfather, the humble young printer who had
founded the firm in [853. In the critical years of the
1920s and 1930s the company lost direction, the pub-
lication programme dwindled away, and cven the
shop with its Ordnance Survey agency becamce un-
profitable. In 1946 John :ith Stanford sold the busi-
ness to George Philip, the rival map-publisher, and
Stanfords became purely a map rctailer, a role in
which, thanks to the travel boom of recent dccadces. it
is once again flourishing. Stanford's map-publishing
activity between 1853 and 1914 was however a per-
manent achievement, creating a body of historical
documents which, like so much nineteenth century
mapping, deserves to be looked at with fresh eyes and

given its due importance.
PETER WHITFIELD





















we may have missed the Lenthall card® (J. Lenthall,
1711-1717 cards based on Morden’s of 1676) with-
out the useful rescarch of firstly Mann and Kingsley
and subsequently of other county cartobibliographers.

Local and specialist libraries can offer a wealth of
information. Here, I should expressly pay a tribute to
Jan Maxted and his statf at the Devon Westcountry
Studies Library who were more than helpful and gave
us virtually unlimited access to the stacks and made
articles available for photography. A word of thanks
must go to dealers. Often maligned, they are a valu-
able source of information and Clive and Philip Bur-
den invited us to visit their collection, and many other
dealers provided photocopics and tips.

Cooperation

Is therc anyone clse doing the same work? As a
collector one is sometimes aware of other people
snatching the map you were oking for, sometimes
from right under your nose. Dealer: [ just sold that

very edition to ... ! But that does not necessarily mean
that they are also as interested in reporting their find-
ings.

Francis Bennett and 1 tcamed up in the early 90s
when we discovered our common interest as a result
of answering the same advert in the Map Collector
{which was always important for background infor-
mation).

Communication is often difficult, despite modern
media: information gets lost or garbled and mistakes
occur. However, a certain distribution of labour can
also be possible: I have to give Francis Bennett a lot of
credit for doing the legwork and visiting most of the li-
braries; my strength was the PC and combing the ref-
crence works.

[ was thar ul I had a partner when it came to the
Archer maps of Devonshire for Dugdale’s England
Delineated. We both had states with and without the
railway to South Molton which was never built (119.5
circa 1850). This was fairly common as railways ex-
perienced delays in bu ling, but the Act of Parlia-
ment had been passed and published, inviting
publishers to include them on their maps too carly.
However, one expccts the railway sequence to be logi-
cal and a certain amount of detective work may be re-
quired to show that a map with less railway
devclopment appeared before one with rather more
lines, as with the Archer example (Batten and Bennett

Fig. 6. Exeter West Country Studies Library: lun Maxied
and his staff were, and are, very helpful to the authors.

119.6, circa 1858), where the railway to Exmouth has
been erased and everything north of Crediton has also
been deleted. The railway to Torquay has been termi-
nated at Torquay and does not continue to Kingswear
and Dartmouth as 1t did eight ycars earlicr. Only by
comparing all of the examples at our disposal (and
photocopies) were we able to solve the riddle.

Supplementary Information

How much extra information should onc include?
The temptation to include biographies of surveyors.
engravers, publishers and,or writers 1s great. Afier all.
in your research you have discovered all this fascinat-
ing information (even if a great deal is second source
material) and collectors of these maps may be gratctul
for your efforts. The page format and the layout will
necd to be considered at this stage? What have other
writers done — do you like their layout/format? Should
there be more maps per page, or one map per side and
what happens when you go over the page? From quite
early on we opted for a one map page — one text puge
strategy with an illustration of at least one statc of ev-
ery map (or at least a detail) that we included. This
meant reducing text at some points but meant an at-
tractive format for collectors (but at the risk of being
labelled a coffee table book by purists).

You have all the facts, what now?

There 1s surc to be a state you haven’t seen. Rich-
ard Blome’s map of Devon of 1681 posed ariddle. Is it
a proot? There is something missing top left. Was it
removed prior to publication or after first printing,
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result of the accumulated practical experience of gen-
erations of mariners; other maps and charts, especially
thosc of unknown or little known parts of the world
were either entirely hypothetical, or were largely
imaginative. graphic represcntations of travellers’
tales. Even some poriolano charts had my ical infor-
mation inserted on them, especially in the Atlantic
Ocean. It is impossible to determine with any certainty
from coastal outlines alone what a cartographer was
depicting, or thought he was depicting. Only thc com-
plementary evidence of inscriptions can confirm or rc-
futc such superficial, visual identifications, and only
rescarchers  who  arc  carcful, cxperienced
palacographers and historical linguists can rcason-
ably reliably read many early inscriptions, let alone
correctly discern their meaning. Somc will almost
certainly never be demystified.

Mcnzics® hypothesis regarding the Chincse chart-
ing of the coastline of Australia in the 1420s mvolves
his steering two Chinesc admurals there, Hong Bao
from the west, and Zhou Man from the cast.

Unablc to find any Chinese  arts to provc his
case, he attempts to prove it by scarching for ‘a chart
of the contine  that had been surveyed and drawn be-
fore the first Europeans discovered it’ (p. 151, my ital-
ics). He claims to have found what he was looking for
in the manuscript Boke of Idrography made by the
Franco-Scottish cartographer, Jean Rotz (1542).> Hc
was one of the mid-16th century cartographers of the
Dic e School who have become well known, espe-
cially over the last half-century or so, because of
claims that the large landmass of Jave-la-Grande on
them. immcdiately south of Indonesia and partially at-
tached to it, is really a misplaced depiction of Austra-
lia, supposedly discovercd by the Portuguesc in the
1520s. This interpretation involves the assumption
that Java was confused with Arnhem Land and
Sumbawa with Cape York Peninsula (Fig 1).* The
name Jave-la-Grande 1s a French translation of the
Portuguese JAVA MAIOR (Greater Java) by which
they meant Java, i owing Marco Polo’s use of Java
Minor to refer to Sumatra. This apparently illogical
usage caused much confusion amongst cartographers,
including those of the Dicppe School, and still affects
many writers to this day.

Mecnzics bases his claim on two of Rotz’s charts.
The first is an eastern hemispherc one which depicts
southern and south-castern Asia, part of Indonesia and

26

the ‘continent’ of Jave-la-Grande which is composed
of two parts which he calls The Lytil Jaua and The
Londe of Jaua (Fig. 2). The second chart is a
larger-scaled one of South-East Asia, Indonesia. and
the northern extremity of The Londe of Jaua (Fig. 3).

Menzies quite correctly accepts that Rotz and the
other Dieppe cartographers copicd material from Por-
tugucse charts. However, he maintains that the Portu-
gucse had actually copied them from Chinesc
originals. He claims, for cxample, that Rotz’s por-
trayal of South-East Asia, as far north as Hong Kong.
1s charted ‘with such compelling accuracy’ that it
could not have been done by the Portugucse, because
by 1542, when Rotz’s charts wcre made, they could
not possibly have acquired such an ‘intimate knowl-
edge of the coastlines of the Indian Ocean, China and
Indochina’ (p. 152). This completely unsubstantiated,
casily refuted assumption demonstrates reprchensible
ignorance of the documentary evidence of Portuguese
activities in Asia in the first forty years of the 16th
century. The Portuguesc did not rely exclusively on
their own observations, but took thc obvious.
commonsense steps of obtaining local charts and sail-
ing directions, and employing local pilots. As early as
1512, Afonso de Albuquerque wrote enthusiastically
to King Manuel about one Javanesc world chart which
actually marked in the regular routes of Chinesc ves-
sels; he stated that it was the best chart he had cver
seen. The pilot Francisco Rodrigues made a tracing of
part of it.> The rapidity with which the Portugucse
added to and refined their knowledge is illustrated in
Fig. 4.

However, bascd on the abovc utterly false prem-
ise, Menzics gocs on to imply that the coastal outlines
of Jave-la-Grande (Lytil Jaua and The Londe of Jaua)
were also copied by the Portuguese trom information
on charts which have not survived, but which he
claims were made by Hong Bao and Zhou Man in the
1420s.

Ever since 1786, when Alexander Dalrympic first
suggested that the cast coast of this enigmatic land-
mass was that of Australia, it has been claimed that
this ‘continent’ of Jave-la-Grande 1s a copy of a 1520s
Portuguese map of Australia, and that the French in-
serted it incorrectly on a map of the world (Figs 1 and
2).° Yet, despite the ability of somc to ‘sce’
Jave-la-Grande as Australia, and Menzies’ persistent
comments on the accuracy of its depiction on the



Fig. 4. Line drawings of south-east Asian coastlines from the planispheres of 1525, 1527 and 1529 (Rome) and 1529
(Weimar) made by the Portuguese cartographer Diogo Ribeiro, while working for the Spaniards in Seville. It shows how
rapidly the Portuguese acquired more detailed information on those coasts, and how rapidly it was leaked from
Portugal despite the ‘policy of secrecy”’. (Reproduced from Portugaliae Monumenta Cartographica. vol. I, Fig. 11).

Dieppe maps, the apparent similarities between their
coastal outlines are extremely superficial, for most
pcople being restricted to the northern half of the two
cast coasts; there is no south coast. There 1s not a sin-
¢le surviving Portuguese map or chart which contains
any coastal outlincs obviously resembling those of
Australia until about 1630, when details from the first
Dutch charts of parts of it leaked out. There are no sur-
viving Portuguese charts really resembling those of
Jave-la-Grande’s east and west coasts, either in that
position, or anywhere clse. Nor 1s there any other sur-
viving evidence that the Portuguese reached Australia
before the well-documented arrival of the Dutch in
1606. Some have stated that the absence of any evi-
dence is due either to the Portuguese politica de sigilo
(policy of secrecy), or to the destruction of records in
the 1755 Lisbon carthquake. These are two decidedly
overworked cxcuses used by proponents of improba-
ble theories to try to explain the abscnee of documen-
tary evidence that they would like to exist.

It has been claimed that the French must somehow
have laid hands on a map of Australia, either by nefar-
lous means in Lisbon, or perhaps by capture at sca be-
fore it reached Portugal. If Jave-la-Grande is
Australia, then the French, or if you believe Menzies,
his very accuratc Chinese, misplaced it by some 24° of
longitude and some 57 of latitude.

However, Menzies is unworried by this ‘misplace-
ment’, cven though he claimed, in a radio interview in

Australia, that the Chinese could measure latitude and
longitude to within about 30 miles. He unquestioningly
accepts Rotz’s Lytil Jaua and Londe of Jaua combined
(Jave-la-Grande) as being Australia, and provides sup-
posedly complementary evidence by recycling sensa-
tional material derived from the popular, but
notoriously unreliable, speculative works of Kenneth
MclIntyre, Eric Whitehouse. Rex Gilroy and Wei
Chuh-Hsicn, practically all of which has been dis-
proved or thoroughly discredited by academic rescarch
over the last twenty years or so.” Such hoary old chest-
nuts as the ‘Mahogany Ship’, the Bittangabece “fort’,
and the Gympie pyramids play a significant role n
Menzies’ supplementary ‘evidence’. The ‘Mahogany
Ship’, which has not been seen since the 19th century
and has never been scientifically cxamined, Menzies
identifies as being Chinesc; others have variously iden-
tified it as being Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, and as an
early, Australian-built whaler! Menzies’ ‘Toscanelli’
map of ‘Australia’ (p. 416), inhcrited from
Whitehouse, with unnamed rivers claimed to be the
Murray, Darling, Cooper, Diamantina and Flinders, 1s
actually a vast enlargement of an enigmatic feature on
the famous ‘Genoese’ world map of 1457. Therc 1s not
one 1ota of evidence to support Menzies’ claim that
‘Captain Cook . . . used some of the maps of the Dieppe
School’ (p. 188).

Reverting to the Dieppe school’s portrayal of
*Australia’, it is astonishing that none of those who
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have accepted the identification of Jave-la-Grande as
Australia before Gavin Menzies have considered the
inscriptions on the Dieppe maps® Jave-la-Grande of
much significance. Kenncth MeclIntyre considered it
“difficult for an En;  sh-speaking person (whether au-
thor or rcader) to appreciate the nuances of spelling,
vocabulary and usage mnvolved in the analysis’ of the
inscriptions, so virtually disregarded them.® Failure to
examine crucial evidence because it is difficulr 1s inex-
cusable. So far as the place-names on Java
(Mclntyre’s and Mcnzics” ‘Arnhem Land’) arc con-
cerned, the former specifically states that ‘These
north-coast names . . . do not belong to Australian his-
torical geography, and do not concern us here”.” This
is an astonishing remark for somconc with a precon-
celved conviction that Jave-la-Grande 1s Australia.
Unlike Mclntyre, Mcnzies does pay attention to
place-name inscriptions on the north coast of his
*Arnhem Land” (Rotz’s Lytil Jaua), on his south-east
Asian chart (Fig. 3). He states that “A number of de-
scriptions in medieval Portugucse werc written on
Rotz’s morc detailed chart. The names are easy to
trunslate and all of them correspond to what 1s found
there [i.c. in Arnhem Land] today™ (pp. 188-9, my
italics). Figure 3 shows that there are actually twelve
inscriptions on that coast. Menzies only mcentions
seven of them. Only the words canal (channel or
strait), de (of), aguada (water supply source), « (the),
fin for fim (end), and a misspelt version of the Portu-
cucse surname A/bim or Alvim, with d, the abridged
form of de prefixed to it, are Portuguese words; there
1s nothing medicval about them. Eleven of the twelve
inscriptions arc incontrovertibly  Javanese
place-names, while the remaining one indicates the
historically recorded sitc on Java’s north coast where
Joac opes dc Albim obtained water in 1512,
Menzics’ transcriptions arc careless. For his
‘translations’ of Javanesc place-name Inscriptions as
though they werce Portuguese he must have uscd a
“fictionary’ (pp. 188-90). He somehow manages to
‘translate’ Canal de Sonda, Rotz’s canal de sonda
(Sunda Strait, between Java and Sumatra) as ‘narrow
sca ford’; Aguada dillim, Rotz’s aguada dolbim (wa-
ter supply source of Albim) as ‘waterway leading to
inland sca’; chumbdo, Rotz’s chubao (Tjeribon or
Cheribon, now spclled Circbon), as ‘lcad’. as though
it were the Portuguese word chumbo; and Agarsim,
Rotz's agarsim (the Javanesc city now spelled Gresik.
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preceded by a, apparently the Portugucse teminine
definite article) as “yes indeed water is here’, presum-
ably assuming that the first two syllables are a mis-
spelling of agua (water), followed by the Portuguese
sim (ycs).

He utterly confuses the next two names eastwards.
They actually read siru baia (Surabaya) and what is
cither limgrania or lungrania. He has cither misread
siru haia as lingrania and translated it as “lime trees .
or omitted it altogether. If, for whatever rcason. he has
omitted siru baia, then he has given two different
readings for Rotz’s /limgrania, the second being
Nungrania. which he “translates” as ‘no farmland”.

He does actually translate correctly his finjavu
mistranscription of Rotz's fin de jaua, at the eastern
end of Rotz’s Lytil Jaua, but comments that “The
Gova [sic, i.e. Gove| Peninsula, the castern tip of
Arnhem Land, 1s finjava, or “the end of Java™ (p. 189).
His presentation of Gova (sic) as a variant rcading for
Jaua (Java) caps his toponymic monstrositics. The
namec Gove first appeared during the Second World
War when the airficld on the peninsula was so named
in memory of Pilot Officer William J. Gove. who was
killed in 19431" Menzies™ visual conception of Java
as being Arnhem Land hardly accords with lis re-
peated asscrtion of the accuracy of 15th century Chi-
nese cartographers.

The five inscriptions on Rotz's Lytil Jaua which
Menzies fails to mention or ‘translate” arc. from west
to cast: palinbam (Palimbam, onc of the 165 locahties
wiped out in the cruption of Krakatoa in 1883), sunda
(Sunda, the western third of Java), Jawe (a Gallicized
spelling of Java), jupara (Japara) fubd (Tuban) and
siru baia (Surabaya). The islands just off the north
coast, which Menzies also fails to mention. are
crimagaua (Pulau Karimanjawa), amadura (Madura)
and pude (Pulau Sapudi).

Despite the fact that Mcnzies clearly implics that
Rotz’s Sinbaua (Sumbawa) 1s really Cape York Pen-
insula, he fails to mention the scven place-name -
scriptions on it. Could he not ‘translate’ them? He
doesn’t mention cither the two islands in his “Gulf of
Carpentaria’, the spacc between Rotz's Lyvtil Jaua and
his Sinbaua (Sumbawa), namely bdacha (Bali) and
anjane (Lombok’s outstanding landmark, the volcano
Rinjani). It was these two names that George
Collingridge misread, from the spellings given on the
Harleian map (sec its outline superimposed in Fig. 1).



Apparently believing them to be Portuguese words, he
‘translated’ them as a syntactically impossible Portu-
guese sentence supposedly meaning ‘no boats go
here’, claiming this to be indicative of the shallow
Gulfot Carpentaria """ On his “authority’, thesc words
have been quoted 1 good faith by generations of his-
torians as being ‘purc’ or ‘straight’ Portuguese.
Menzies may well have found his particular selection
of Rotz's inscriptions “casy to translate’, but it is to be
hoped that his Englished versions will not mislead
rcaders for as long as Collingridge’s ones did — nearly
cighty years.

How does Menzies deal with the inscriptions on
the cast and west coasts of his “Australia’? As there is
not a singlc one on Rotz’s Londe of Jaua, Menzics
provides Australian place-names wherever his imagi-
nation suggests on its two cnigmatic coastlines. He
admits that the other, larger-scale Dieppe charts of
“Australia’ (Jave-la-Grande) such as the Harleian,
and thosc made by Pierrc Desccliers, Nicolas
Desliens, and Guillaume Le Testu give ‘an almost
identical depiction of the continent’ (p. 181), but he
does not even mention the fact that. on thcse maps,
both those coasts. and the 1slands oft them, are identi-
fied by place-names. Why does he 1gnore them? Did it
not occur to him that they might have had inscriptions
on them that could have provided irrefutable cvidence
that they referred to Australia? After all, he examined
some of the names on his *‘Arnhem Land’ in an at-
tempt to do so!

He 1s clearly familiar with nearly all the sensa-
tional. speculative matter on the hypothetical
pre-Dutch discovery of Australia published in the last
twenty-five years or so. However, he does not men-
tion a single onc of the articles published in scholarly
journals and confercnce papers over roughly the same
period  which  have  munutely  examined  that
place-name evidence.” Menzies® apparent unawarc-
ness of this material 1s further cvidence of his
reprehensively  defective  standard  of  research.
Jave-la-Grande (Rotz’s Lytil Jaua and Londe of Jaua)
1s not a misplaced representation of Australia at all. A
forthconung book will gather, update and expand this
published cvidence, but a summary of its findings is
given below, and relevant references are provided in
the notes.

If the coastlines of the enigmatic ‘continent’ arc
not those of Australia, what are they and why did the

French place them where they did? What did they
make of the placc-name inscriptions? The handwrit-
ing may well not have been casy to read, and it was
written by Portuguese, most of the inscriptions being
Portugucsc attempts to render phonctically the exotic
sounding namecs of places which the French did not
recognize, and possibly did not then cven know about.
There is plentiful evidence to show that many cartog-
raphers, and not only French oncs, sometimes resorted
to guesswork to ‘make sense’ of inscriptions which
they could not “understand”’.

The north coast of Menzies’ ‘Australia’ is prc-
ciscly what the mscriptions unambiguously say it is.
the north coasts of Java and Sumbawa. The east and
west coasts, and the small 1slands off them, are also
what the place-name inscriptions say they arc. but as
they stand, they arc what the puzzled French madc of
the Portuguese originals: conscquently most require
demystitication; therc are considerablc variations in
spelling from map to map.

The west coast 1s composed of two sections. The
more northerly one 1s a misplaced and misorientated.
token, duplicate, aide memoire version of the Java
coast of Sunda Strait, which appeared very carly in the
16th century on Portuguese charts, and remained there
on practically all their depictions of Java throughout
it.” It was cven copied. in detail, on a Dutch chart of
1598 by Willem Lodewycksz.™ The place names on
that coastline on Portugucse charts and on the
Lodewycksz one clearly identify it, though the French
did not quite know what to make of them.

The other section is south of the manifestly hypothet-
1cal strait or river, which is unnamed by Rotz, but is
called R/iviere]: Grande on other Dieppe maps, and 15
claimed by Menzics (p. 188), Mclntyre and others to rep-
rescnt the Victoria and Roper rivers in Australia’s North-
em Territory. It is a misorientated copy of a very early
Portuguese sketch chart of part of the south-west coast of
Java on a different scalc from that of the main map.”

The east coast is copied from a very early, differ-
ently scaled, Portuguesc skctch chart of the coast of
Vietnam, evidently lacking anv indication of latitudc.
It probably dates from as early as 1516, when the first
official Portugucsc voyage towards China, under the
command of Fecrndo Peres dc Andrade, only just
reached the Gulf of Tonkin before the monsoon com-
pelled him to turn back to Malacca.'® The large trian-
gular east coast projection, which has the decidedly
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strange name C: de fremose (lit: Cape of beautiful) at
its tip on other Dieppe maps, has presented those who
belicve in the Australian identification with a serious
anomaly to explain away, for there is no such feature
on Australia’s east coast. It is the Mekong delta. The
French version is the result of a misreading of the Por-
tugucse cabo de camboja (Cape of Cambodia), now
known as Mui Ca Mau.!” Various writers have haz-
arded guesses as to its identity; they have suggcested
Cape owec, on the south-cast coast of Australia, both
the southern and the north-eastern tips of Tasmania,
and the East Cape on New Zealand’s North Island!'®
Mecnzies® “identification’ is even morc imaginative
(pp. 169-72). One side of it 1s declared to be ‘the
southem curved part of Tasmania’. The two rivers that
arc shown flowing into the sea on its other side are
claimed to be thosc existing on the minute Auckland
and Campbecll Islands far south of New Zealand, while
both the land between them, and that connecting them
to “Tasmania’ is solid ice! Menzies implics that the is-
lands just r of his ‘Tasmanian’ coast are Norfolk
Island (pp. and 172). They too havc been vari-
ouslv identitied by others. They are actually the Con
Son Islands just off the Mekong delta."” Menzies’
‘Chinese’ chart of Australia 1s not quite as accurate as
he makes out!

Having revealc the real identity and composition
of the  reppe cartographers’ enigmatic apparent con-
tinent, 1t remains to cxplain why they placed its two
differently scaled constituent clements where cy
did. The basic world map, mainly of Portuguese ori-
¢in, would probably have depicted Java and Sumbawa
with their south coasts left blank, as they usually were
on 16th century charts. In view of the name
Jave-la-Grande, it seems pr-  able that the Portuguese
original skctch chart of the western half of Java’s
south coast had on it the one inscription they would
have almost ur Hubtedly recognized, Jaua maior,
thus explaining why they attached to the
south-western extremity of Java. It also seems proba-
blc that thecy misunderstood the name, thinking that it
applied to a landmass larger than what we know as

wva, for Rotz calls Java Lvtil Jaua, and at least one
othcer Dieppe map calls it PETITE JAVE. In view of
the widespread belief in the existence of a large un-
known southern continent, the attachment of the other
unidentificd coast, actually Vietnam, to the south-cast
coast of Sumbawa would have seemed logical. Some
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of the Dieppe maps did actually join the cast and west
coasts of Jave-la-Grande, by a manifestly hypotheti-
cal coastlinc, to the north coast of Ticrra del Fuego
which had been discovered, not by the Chinese, as
Menzies claims, but by Magcllan in 1520. It is strange
that none of the Dieppe cartographers seem to have
been aware ot the route home of Magcllan’s surviving
ship, the Vitoria, forits coursc south of Java is blocked
by Jave-la-Grande. McIntyre suggests that the R:
Grande was inserted to ‘let the Vitoria through’,
which contradicts his, and Menzies’ contention (p.
188) that it represents the Victoria and Roper rivers:
the former was ccrtainly not named after it!™

Jonathan Swift, commenting on the literal accep-
tance of 1llustrations. included on maps by many car-
tographers, commentcd:

So geographers, in Afric-maps,
With savage-pictures fill their gaps,
And o’er uninhabitable downs
Place elephants for want of towns.”'

Menzies, apparently unacquainted with this fa-
mous verse, appears to belicve that he may have found
evidence that the Chinese brought horses to Australia
(p. 183). It consists of the depiction of four or five of
them on one of the Vallard atlas’s maps of “ Australia’.
There are also, howcver, camels, houses on stilts and
an obviously oriental procession! It is well known that
the Vallard illustration derives from the Parmentier
brothers’ expedition to Sumatra in 1529.> Mecnzies
even seems to believe that one of Eric Whitehouse's
fictitious Australias could confirm a story that Chi-
nese cavalry rode across Australia from the site of the
elusive ‘Mahogany Ship’ near Warrnambool to where
Cooktown now stands (p. 154)! Would any academic
researcher present such uninformc uncorroborated
speculation as evidence?

Menzies assumes that the cnigmatic landmass south
of Indonesia is Australia, and rcpeatedly says that it is.
He never proves it, but time and again uscs Australian
place-namcs to identify unnamed features, on unidenti-
fied coasts on Rotz’s hemisphere chart, as if he had con-
firmed it. One cannot condonc either Menzies’
incredible ‘translations’ of Javanese place-names, or his
omission of the other Dieppe maps’ place-name evi-
dence which torpedocs his thesis, at least as far as Aus-
tralia is concemed. A variously-scaled, ignorantly-
assembled, misplaced, composite chart of Java,
Sumbawa and Vietnam is hardly a reliable one for Men-



zics or his Chinese, or anyone else to steer by when sail-
ing in Australian waters! Those who seek to rewrite
history on the evidence of carly maps and charts should
not so readily ignore the rescarch of relevant academics,
historians  of  cartography, historical  linguists,
toponymists and palacographers. 7/ey are aware of hid-
den ‘rocks’ and ‘reefs’ which radar, sonar and
astro-navigation can nevcr detect.

Menzies’ apparent ignorance of such hazards ‘down
under’ docs not inspire confidence in the reliability of
the conjectural ‘evidence’ he puts forward about other
parts of the world, or the ‘spin” he puts on it. Doubtless
others will comment in dctail on his treatment of arcas
within their own particular areas of expertise. Onc may
wonder, for cxample, about the validity of his claims
that Chincse vessels passed through the Straits of Ma-
gellan on the “evidence’ of the Pirt Reis maps of 1512, or
that they circumnavigated Greenland, primarily on the
‘evidence’ of the controversial Vinland map. One may
question his adjustments of the scale and orientation of
enigmatic islands in the western Atlantic (Caribbcan?)
on Zuane Pizzigano’s map of 1412 to make them more
closely conform to his hypothetical identifications (p.
252). As for the inscriptions on those islands, they have
defcated intepretation by all experts, but not by Menzics,
It will be no surprise, however, to Icarn that Ais ‘transla-
tions” of them, after dipping into dictionaries in the Brit-
ish Library (pp. 363—67), arc cvery bit as fanciful as his
Javancse ‘translations’. He identifics one of those is-
lands, named satanazes, as Guadeloupe, by rendering
two names he finds on it, con and ymana, as ‘a volcano
crupts there’ (p. 247). apparently assuming that those
two words arc cognate with English ‘cone’ and ‘ema-
nates’, and then unjustifiably stretching those mcan
ings.™ He goes on to build on that ‘translation’ by cxam-
ining volcanic eruption dates, finally claiming that from
this information he ‘had first-hand evidence that a car-
tographer had been in the Caribbean no later than 1424,
sixty-cight years before Columbus’ (p. 247).

‘Imaginography’ and uninformed, wildly specula-
tive ‘translations’ of toponyms arc not conducive to a
credible rewriting of history.
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land, and France camc into control of the twenty-onc
square mile northern part.

St Maarten/St Martin’s modern history as a tourist
mecca began in 1939 when the Dutch side was de-
clared a duty frce area by the Netherlands. The open-
ing of Queen Juliana International Airport, with
significant aid from the United Statcs, on the Dutch
side in 1950, but serving both parts of the island, even
more furthered its growing tourist industry. Today, St
Maarten (i.e. Philipsburg) is rated second only to St
Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands for duty frce shop-
ping in the Caribbecan by the tourist industry. Duty
free status also allows for alcohol to be readily dis-
tilled or imported, combined, and sold, thereby creat-
ing a cmergent regional trade in St Maarten/St Martin
blended and flavoured rums.’

Although St Maarten has been a component of the
Netherlands Antilles (Windward Islands), an autono-
mous part of the kingdom of the Netherlands, since
1951, and St Martin belongs to the French West In-
dies, a department of France, with the growth of tour-
ism as the island’s principle industry, the actual
boundary of 1648 that still scparates them has become
little morc than a line on thc map.” Today, islanders
and visitors primarily from North and South America
and Europe travel unimpeded between St Maarten and
St Martin, greetcd only by welcome signs to mark
their crossings. Conscquently, Netherlands Antilles
florins (guilders) and the new curos are used inter-
changcably, but the American dollar continues to
dominatc the economic life of the island and thereby
further helps to create a greater unity.

This concurrence largely brought about by tour-
ism 1s readily reflected and furthered by the myriad
tourist maps of St Maarten/St Martin. Private busi-
ncsses helping to comprise the tourism industry
and/or their representative commercial organisations
pay for the great majority of the numerous materials
like maps widely distributed across the island. Hence,
they arc provided free of charge to their users. Conse-
quen -, beyond showing the ways around and to the
attractions of St Maarten/St Martin they also serve as
excellent advertising vehicles. These maps are most
often revised to reflect thc comings and goings of ad-
vertisers over other changes. Thus, while both sides of
the istand have sponsoring government tourism
boards, tourist lodging levics, and departure taxes on
individuals, very little of the monies so collccted are

actually spent on magazines,” brochures, and maps.
These funds rather provide a chicf source of basic in-
come for both sides of this ‘duty free’ island.

These tourist maps (and tourist maps and other lit-
erature in general) function in several ways. Most im-
portantly, they show visitors how to get around the
island, which is done primarily in small well-used
rented cars on two-lane roads with speed limits at
forty miles per hour or below. These maps also point
out and to the island’s attractions, services, and tour-
ist-related businesses. And, lastly, when taken home
they help people recall their vacations and share them
with others and to encourage them and others to return
or come to St Maarten/St Martin. In the proccss, the
users often make notations as reminders on them, thus
converting them as Jamcs Akerman, Director of the
Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Car-
tography at the Newberry Library in Chicago. vari-
ously has said into neo-manuscript maps.

Perhaps the mostly widely dispenscd tourist
map is based upon an enhancced aerial photograph
of St Maarten/St Martin originally produced by
Hart’s Aerophoto in St Maarten (Fig. 1).* It has ap-
pcared in bilingual French/English updated edi-
tions since 1988 to the present in various formats
such as smaller and larger types of folded road
maps and two-page centrefolds in some of the Ts-
land’s free tourist magazines like Discover St Mar-
tin < St Maarten. In its folded or magazine
versions it 1s of course surrounded by numerous
advertisements for various tourist-oriented busi-
nesses and attractions. It is unique in that it is the
only non-drawn tourist map of the Island.

This map’s high tech character and design make it
attractive and user friendly. One gets a clear picture of
the entire island, its somewhat complex topography (c.g.
‘Great Bay Salt Pond’), major roads, and placcs (e.g.
‘VILLAGE DE GRAND CASE’. Tt is oriented to the
north, has a scale in kilometres and miles, and readily
works in its primary purpose to help the user find his/her
way around the island. It is portrayed scientifically as a
unity, and the international boundary is barely desig-
nated by a slashed red line.” French-side footpaths arc
shown more clearly by yellow slashed lines. Only the la-
belled national tricolours otf shore on the left side of the
map clearly indicate ‘PARTIE FRANCAISE® and
‘DUTCH SIDE’. A brief ‘LEGENDFE — LEGEND" in
the lower left corner of this busy map provides the key
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and while the magazine is full of ads, no businesscs
appcar on the map; perhaps becausc American Air-
lines solely supported this piece of cartography?

The Street Map of Philipsburg and Street Map of

Marigot in the same publication on the other hand are
far better. They not only look good, but present rela-
tively detailed pictures of the shopping old towns of
these cities. Different types of business establish-
ments are colour-coded (e.g. ‘pmmk = Wining &
Dining"). ATM machine locations are marked with
red-circled white-A symbols, and specific advertiscrs
arc indicated by numbers (‘Colombian Emeralds
Int....9"); perhaps because they helped to pay for
thesc pieccs of cartography.

The compact, folded Sr Maarten, underwritten by
the upscale Sapphire Beach Club, a promincnt
Dutch-side time-share resort, and other advertisers is
almost uscless for tourists. Based on a painting by Stu’
Jenkins in 1997, this not uninteresting coloured
quasi-bird’s cye view of the island shows roughly
where all of the sponsors are located, but docs not re-
ally show how to get to them or move between them
by car. Only on the reversc side, dominated by pic-
tures of the Sapphire Beach Club, is there a smaller
acneralised coloured map, showing roads and places,
but only the major ones.

In ‘the Island’s premier lifestyle & travel [pocket]
magazine’, St Maarten nights, there is the dou-
ble-page map, ST MAARTEN ST MARTIN (Fig. 6). It
is cartoon-like and somewhat garishly coloured. Like
so many protruding veins, the roads are in purplc on a
flesh-toned island. Marigot and Philipsburg arc in
white highlighted by red, and all other labels arc
black. The international border is an cvident slashed
white line. Easily understandable symbols (c.g. beach
umbrellas) cover the island.’ Despite its somewhat un-
acsthetic presentation, this map works well and gener-
ally does what it is supposed to do. The accompanying
one-page MARIGOT and PHILIPSBURG maps arc
similar and work about as well."

Onc of the most peculiar examples of this genre of
island cartography is Map of St Maarten/St Martin
Compliments of Little Switzerland (Fig. 7). Little
Switzerland 1s one of the island’s and the Caribbean’s
largest duty-free retailers, and this one-shect map is
available at its Marigot and Philipsburg storcs and
clscwhere. In addition to the two Little Switzerland
locations, which are clearly labelled in red highlighted

by lime green, other businesses, towns and villages,
lodgings, restaurants, beaches, and airports arc all in-
dicated on this colourful map. Roads are shown as is
also the border by a barely perceptible slashed red
linc. Below a substantial compass rose, along the bot-
tom of the map Dutch and French traffic signs arc ex-
plained in English and Spanish, and in thc lower
left-hand corner emergency telephone numbers for
the Dutch and French sides are listed.

But what is really 1diosyncratic about this very us-
able map, relates to the portrayal of the island. There is
an illusion of size, and it is shown along the curvature
of the carth reaching apparently great distances west
to east and from the south to the rising or setting sun in
the north-northcast. Moreover, this semi-arid island is
imaginatively fully forested with green trees, palms
along the coasts and others inland, so that they be-
come the outstanding feature of the map and green its
dominant colour. It almost looks as if Switzerland has
been transported from Western Europe to the juncture
of the Caribbcan Sea and Atlantic Ocean!

Among the city and other cartographies there also
are some distinctive representations. The GUAVA-
BERRY MAP of HISTORICAL PHILIPSBURG Old
Dutch Sint Maarten (Fig. 8) 1s a wholly stylised,
warmly and tastefully coloured image of much of the
central shopping district of the old Dutch side capital. It
is postcard sized and on card stock to be easily followed
by the shopper from store to store through the crowded
narrow streets of the city. And of course the sponsor of
thc map, the Guavaberry Emporium with its tasting
room Is conspicuously shown at the top of
‘FABULOUS TAXFREE FRONTSTREET".

Oro del Sol, “The most unique duty-free shopping
expcrience under the sun,’ is another major retailer on
Sint Maarten/St Martin. It offers a quite beautiful, but
indiscriminate postcard-typc map of its establish-
ments (Fig, 9), showing their various international
product lines. Clearly, this ‘map’ 1s mecant to show
much more what than where. The reverse sides of both
of the above card maps describe glowingly the shop-
ping cxpericneces awaiting their users.

Two other types of cartography that can be con-
sidered tourist maps are the postcard (Fig. 10) and
painted maps of St Maarten/St Martin. The images arc
often repeated and these postcard maps are usually of
several varieties: those depicting the island in the con-
text of other Caribbean islands,'' those of the island, "
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International News & Events

2004  23rd International Symposium

[taly: Modena, Verona and Florence

16-22 QOctober.

Contact: Susan Gole, address. ctc. on page 1. I will be
staying 1n Hotel Liberta in Modena and Le Due Fontane
in Florence.

For registration, hotel reservation and queries in Italy:
Contact: Modenatur, Via Scutari 10, Modena 41100
Tel: +39 059 220022. Fax: +39 059 206688

e-mail: motur@modenatur.net

web: www.modenatur.net

2005  24th International Symposium

USA: Denver, Colorado

17 Sept: 5th Annual Rocky Mountain Map Fair

18 Sept: Map Fair or one-day optional tour

18 Sept Symposium opening in evening

19-21 Sept Symposium

22-25 Sept Optional tours

NOTE: These dates are slightly different from those
in the Summer Journal. These are now CORRECT!

2006/7 25th International Symposium
Feb 2007, Guatemala
2007  Probable: Russia: Moscow and St Petersburg
2008  Probable: New Zealand
2009  Probable: Norway

23rd International Symposium in Italy

The response for the symposium has been very good,
and we now expect over a hundred participants and ac-
companying persons to attend.

Registration bags

These will be delivered to hotels and should be
given to you at the time of checking in. For those staying
elsewhere, not in the recommended hotels, registration
bags may be collected at the Welcome Reception.

Welcome Reception
Saturday 16 October 7.30-8.30 pm.

It is hoped that this will be held in the Town Hall, a
historic building in  : centre of Modena. Full details
will be given in the registration bag.

Credit Card payments

There have been some queries about the need to de-
duct payment for both the registration and the six hotel
nights at the time of registration. This was necessary be-
cause of the high demand for hotel rooms, paticularly in
Florence, at this time of the year. Although some hotel
web sites quote lower rates, it is unlikely that rooms
would be available at that price and for the required
dates, and certainly not in the large numbers that we re-
quire. It 1s often possible to make a bargain at the last
minute for a single room, but some of the fun of IMCoS
symposia 1s getting to know other members over the
breakfast table, or knowing there are others in the same
hotel to join for an evening meal.

The travel agents agreed to share some of the rebate
they receive from the hotels with IMCoS, in order to
keep the registration fee as low as possible. We apolo-

gise if this early payment has caused some hardship to
participants.

Arrival at Bologna airport

The bus for Modena departs from outside the ar-
rival hall, slightly to the right as you come out of the
main exit. [t runs every two hours at fifteen minutes past
the hour, from 06.15 till 20.15, with a last one at 22.30,
and the journey time is approx. 45 minutes. If you tell
the driver the name of your hotel, he will tell you the
nearest stop to alight in Modena.

Alternatively, the bus service to Bologna railway
station (ticket available on the bus) runs every 15 min-
utes (journey time 20 minutes), and there are very fre-
quent trains from Bologna to Modena (journey time
about 30 minutes). Remember to validate your ticket at
the yellow box on the platform or in the lower passage
before boarding the train. At Modena station taxis are
available to reach your hotel, or there are also local
buses (purchase a ticket from a tobacconist and validate
1t as you board the bus)..

If you wish Modenatur to arrange your transporta-
tion from the airport to your hotel, contact them direct
for rates.

Closing Reception

A final reception is planned for the evening of Thurs-
day 21 October, in a prestigious setting in the centre of
Florence, within walking distance of all hotels. The day it-
self1s a [eisurely one, with members able to view the exhi-
bition at the State Archives at a time to suit themselves.
Florence holds plenty of delights to occupy the rest of the
day, and time to relax with friends in the evening.
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Exhibition in London
Lords of All They Survey:
Estate Maps FExhibition at Guildhall Library
Guildhall Library Print Room
Aldermanbury, London EC2P 2EJ]
9 August — 30 October 2004

A fascinating mnsight into the history of many ot Lon-
don’s oldest institutions is revealed in a unique exhibi-
tion of estate maps at the Corporation of London’s
Guildhall Library opening on 9th August. The exhibi-
tion will throw new light on the lives and landscape of
the Capital between the 16th and 19th centuries.

A symbol of landowner's status, maps were
hand-drawn by hired survevors before the Ordnance
Survey came nto place in 1791, Not only tocusing on
the capital. the exhibition contains estate maps from
across the South-East of England and as far afield as
plantations on the Caribbean island of St. Kitts.

Tel: 020 7332 1862

Open Monday-Saturday 9.30am to Spm

Frec admission

Tube: Bank, Mansion House, St Paul’s. Moorgate

tor further information and images from the exhibition
please contact Michelle Poole at the Corporation of
London on 020 7332 3450.
michelle.poole@icorpoflondon.gov.uk

Exhibition of maps of China in Paris

The 3rd Paris Map Fair will host this year, on occa-
sion of the Chinese cultural year in France and the
French cultural year in China, 2003/2005. a small exhi-
bition of 300 years of Chinese mapping. The exhibition
includes several important antique maps, books, atlases
on China; n addition the 50 participating map dealers
will show at least one map of China in their booth.

European mapping of China dates from the 16th
century through the 19th century and shows the growth
of knowledge about the geography of China and the sur-
rounding region. The artistic quality of the maps 1s out-
standing. as 1s their historical value. The first printed
Western map of China was mcluded in an atlas by Abra-
ham Ortelius, published in Antwerp in 1584, and was
based upon the surveys of the famous Portuguese car-
tographer Luis de Barbuda.

A decade later one of the most important charts of
this region was published in Amsterdam by Jan Huygen
van Linschoten, who collated the reports of Portuguese
mariners, thus providing one of the first printed records
of Portuguese knowledge of the coasts of China and Ja-
pan. Matteo Ricel, one of the most influential figures in
the European cartography ot China, arrived in Macao in
1582, His finest work was the multi-sheet wall map of
the world produced in Peking in 1602. Ricci placed the

prime meridian for the map along the Pacific coasts of
Asta so that China remained centrally Jocated as the
Middle Kingdom.

In 1655, Dutch cartographer Johannes Blaeu pub-
lished Atlas Sinensis. an important atlas on China by an
[talian Jesuit, Martino Martini. The continuing influ-
ence of Jesuit cartography can be seen in the works of
the late 17th century ltalian, Coronelli.

The successor to Martini’s atlas came nearly a hun-
dred years later when new surveys were undertaken by
the Jesuits in 1718 for the Chinese Emperor. These
formed the basis for D Anville’s Nouvel Atas de lu
Chine, published in 1737. D" Anville’s maps included de-
tailed surveys of the extremities of the Chinese Empure.
including one of the first separate maps of Korea and the
earliest printed Western maps ot Tibet and Bhutan.

The development of the English East India Com-
pany’s tea trade with Canton through the Portuguese
colony of Macao from the late 17th century contributed
to the accurate mapping of the Pearl River Delta. The
establishment of Hong Kong in 1841 and the series of
contlicts between European powers and China from the
late 1830s to the early 1860s led to the development of
detailed charts and maps of focal points along the Pearl
River Estuary and the environs of Canton 1n particular.
Moreover the new treaty ports established along the
China coasts at Xiamen, Fuzhou, Ningpo and Shanghai
in 1843-44 created interest in new charts of all the
China coasts.

Through this historical and cartographic archive,
we hope that the visitors, will appreciate the long his-
tory of cross-cultural exchanges between China and the
West represented in such vivid visual records.

For further information: Pierre Joppen
e-ni: p.joppen:swaen.com

Conference in Switzerland
Maps and Images:
How they have transmutted visual knowledge
along the Silk Road
Zurich, May 14-15, 2004

The writer always dreamt of going to China with Marco
Polo, but, being born at the wrong time, just couldn’t
make it. Having visited this most stimulating Interna-
tional Conference in Zurich last week, I now feel that [
really did, in a way, realize that dream.

Organized by Phillippe Forét, Ph.D., Associate Re-
searcher, Institute of Cartography, Zurich, and Prof. Dr
Andreas Kaplony. Institute of Oriental Studies. Univer-
sity of Zurich, the program was a rich combination of
subjects “to encourage comparisons in methodological
approaches across disciplines such as art history, Asian
Studies. astronomy, cartography, cultural studies. geog-
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raphy. history of religion, history of science, Islamic
studies, Medieval studies, travel literature, etc. While
scholars have thoroughly studied the transmission of
texts across cultures, a lot remains to be discovered on
the ways in which visual representations have been cop-
1ed. forged, or adapted to new circumstances.’

As the convenors further state on their program:

"For two thousand years, the Silk Road has been the
most important connection between the Far East, the
Middle East and Europe. This network of commercial
routes and prosperous states has allowed the diffusion
of complex representations. such as city and country
maps. landscape paintings and drawings that have
shaped the perceptions of space and time. The Silk Road
can therefore offer fascinating examples for the study of
the transmission of visual knowledge.’

The Conference was opened by Hans-Ulrich
Feldmann of the Swiss Society of Cartography. Many
of us know Hans-Uli from International Meetings and
as the Chief Editor of Cartographica Helvetica which
has been appearing with the regularity of a Swiss watch
since the first issue appeared in January 1990. While the
articles are in German, summaries are in English and
French as well. It is good to know that some publica-
tions on the subject of maps have such along lifespan...

Twenty-four scholars from all over the world gave
talks on (A) Paintings and Drawings, (B) Maps up to the
15th Century, (C) Maps after the 16th Century and (D)
Sciences and Techniques. All the talks were fascinating
and opened up quite new venues to participants of the
Conference. As I cannot mention all the subjects and
scholars, it is really worthwhile to look up the corre-
sponding website:

www.orl.unizh.ch/maps

Last but not least, many thanks to Patrick Whitten
for informing me of this Meeting.

EVA WAJNTRAUB

Workshop in Thailand
Maps and Prints of Southeast Asia: Past and Present

A workshop on Maps and Prints of Southeast Asia: Past
and Present was held at The Siam Soclety in Bangkok,
Thailand on Saturday 22 May 2004. Over seventy peo-
ple attended the three-hour workshop, which consisted
of two parts: first, presentations from eight speakers fol-
lowed by questions and answers; and, second, viewing
and handling maps, books and related material. The
workshop was organized by two Americans, who are
long-time residents of Bangkok and members of both
the Siam Society and IMCoS—Barent Springsted, a
dedicated collector; and Dawn Rooney, IMCoS Repre-
sentative for Thailand.

Dr Woraphat Arthayukti, Honorary Secretary of

The Siam Society, opened the workshop and welcomed
the participants. The speakers included: Dieter Ande.
John Conrad, Dawn Rooney, Barent Springsted.
Thavatchai Tangsirivanich, Heng Thung, Edward Van
Roy and Julie Yeo.

The talks covered a wide range of topics beginning
with an overview of Southeast Asia revealed through
maps. Two talks related specifically to Ayuthaya: one
on European mapping of the ancient kingdom from the
late sixteenth century to the sacking of the capital by the
Burmese in the mid-eighteenth century; and another one
on imagining Ayuthaya based on a rare, indigenous
Thai map of 1926. Thoughts on collecting maps and
prints were put forth and textual and web site sources
were given. A proposal for a new book project of docu-
menting Southeast Asian maps was presented. Julie
Yeo, the IMCoS representative for Singapore and Ma-
laysia, spoke on the care and restoration of maps and
prints. The topic of the workshop was taken into the
twenty-first century with a talk on the importance of ra-
dar imaging and the impact of satellites and Geographic
Information Source (GIS) on modern mapmaking in
Southeast Asia. The participants left with ample hand-
outs, some prepared voluntarily by the speakers, IMCoS
technical brochures and further reading lists.

The feedback on the workshop has been highly pos-
itive and the organizers believe that their aim of generat-
ing a greater awareness in maps and prints of the region
was achieved. Based on suggestions from two of the
speakers we have scheduled a follow-up meeting in
early August to discuss developing a catalogue of his-
torical maps of Thailand with sufficient detail to make it
a useful resource for researchers, scholars, teachers and
collectors.

DAWN F. ROONEY

International Map Libraries

Continuing information on map libraries through-
out the world, Laszlé Grof (Oxford, UK) reports on his
invitation to Bucharest, and Tom Sander (Washington
DC, USA) has sent reports of two visits he made re-
cently (see also his arcticle on his visit to Croatia in
IMCoS Journal 94, Autumn 2003, pp.48-51).

The National Museum of Maps, Bucharest, Romania
While on a recent visit to Transilvania I was the
guest of Mariuca Radu, the IMCoS representative for
Romama. [ had stayed with Mariuca and her husband
Gheorghe a number of times before and therr home in
Brasov is often referred to as ‘Hotel Mercator’, as so
many map enthusiasts have stayed there. In “civilian’
life Mariuca i1s Assistant Director of the Bra’ov Mu-
seum while husband (Gheorghe is the Dean of the Uni-
versity of Brasov. This beautiful city is also famous for
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about 7.000 of them are considered rare. The numbers of
these rare item:  as increased from 1,000 in 1900. A number
of maps are now located in the libraries on the island of Tai-
wan. Most of the Library’s maps focus on Chinese areas, but
the holdings include maps of foreign areas as well. Due to
the limited space, there have been few exhibitions of maps at
the Library; this will change in 2008 when a new exhibits
building is expected to open, and the building will include
rescarch areas and space for seminars.

A prize holding 1s the 3.000-vear-old ‘oracle bone’
which is inscribed with old stories of the history of China.
NMediums with such inscriptions moved from bone to tor-
toise shell then to paper.

Two treasures of the Library which I was able to see in-
cluded a 23-meter long scroll dating to the late 1700s which
showed the coast of China from north to south as it was un-
rolled — the colors were exceptional. I also saw an 18th cen-
tury woodcut map of Beijing which showed the hutongs or
old neighborhoods of the city, along with the then existing
road system.

My visit was facilitated by Xiaocong Li, Professor of
Historical Geography and Cartography at Peking Univer-
sity. Professor L1 has researched Chinese maps at both the
Library of Congress and the British Library, and it was
through the help of Tony Campbell that [ was able make con-
tact with him. Professor Li’s book on Chinese maps is due
for publication later in 2004 once the English translation is
completed. For more about the National Library of China,
visit their website at http://www.nlc.gov.cn/english.htm

TOM SANDER

Libraries in Brussels and Tervuren, Belgium

The Bibliothéque Royale Albert I in central Brussels
1s the country’s national library. I visited the library on
April 22, 2004 and met with Prof. Dr Hossam Elkhadem,
Director, Département de Cartes et Plans. Holdings in-
clude 200,000 loose map sheets and 500 atlases dating
from the 16th century until the First World War. Addi-
tional holdings include more texts and books, 24 globes,
and aerial photos of Belgium. The library has perhaps the
best assemblage in the world of Ortelius maps and atlases.
and an excellent collection of the maps of Mercator. An-
other excellent location for Mercator maps is Duisburg
Germany where the map maker spent his later years.
Philippe van der Maelen in the 1830s was the founder of
the first geographical institute in Belgium; this later be-
came the Belgian National Institute of Geography. A ma-
jor project of the Bibliotheque Royale Albert I is the
publication of a descriptive catalogue of his works. The
first four large volumes have been published, and the fifth
volume should be completed by the end of 2004. The Map
and Chart Department has organized many exhibitions in-
cluding Maps of the Americas, Maps of Mercator, and
Maps of Ortelius. Prof. Elkhadem also teaches the history
of science and celestial cartography at the Université Libre
de Bruxelles. More information about this library may be
found at http://www.kbr.be

The Royal Museum for Central Africa (RMCA) in
Tervuren, a small town near Brussels, is home to some
truly remarkable collections. Its collection of ethnographic

Format for information on map libraries worldwide

Now that reports of visits to libraries are beginning to come in regularly, it is perhaps time to publish a format, so that
the relevant information can eventually be entered on a database. If any member is planning to visit a library or mu-
seumn that might be of interest to other members, particularly if it is not well known or in a much-visited location,
this form could be copied, and completed during the visit, with any additional material thought relevant, and sent to
the Editor for adding to the database. At this early stage, changes to the format could be made, so any suggestions for
additional entries that would be useful to intending visitors would be helpful. [ had thought of including the name of
the  irector/Head of Map Dept, but this might not be valid in future years. This does not mean that I do not wish to
publish member’s r  orts in the Journal, such as the three interesting ones included in this issue; they are all very
welcome, and [ am sure that members enjoy reading them. The database format would be additional, not for publica-
tion necessarily as it came in, although including the required information in the report might be helpful to others.

1. Country 9. Main collection speciality [e.g. geographical
2. Name of Museum/Library area, date, cartographer]

3. Address 10.Unique items [e.g. very rare printed or manu-
4. Telephone script maps]

5. E-mail 11. Approx size of collection

6. Website 12. Catalogue available or not

7. Opening hours

8. Access [open; appointment required; reader’s 13. Date of visit

ticket/letter of recommendation, etc] 14. Member’s name




objects from Central Africa is in fact the only one of its
kind in the world, and it also has almost the entire ar-
chives of Henry Morton Stanley. The RMCA has a large
collection of maps and geological data. Established fol-
lowing the World Fair of 1897, the history of the RMCA
is inseparably connected to King Leopold II. Toward
the end of the 19th century, Leopold fulfilled his dream
of creating a colony for Belgium. He quickly felt the
need to reveal the possibilities of his Congo to the Bel-
gian people. The Museum'’s vast and varied collections
were largely assembled during the periods of the Congo

Free State (1885 to 1908) and the Belgian Congo (1908
to 1960). For over a century, the Museum’s task has
been to preserve and manage its remarkable collections.
to conduct scientific research and to disseminate this
knowledge among the general public. The large collec-
tion of maps 1s now in the process of being properly cat-
alogued. protected and researched to make them more
easily available for researchers of the maps of Africa.
See more about the museum at
http://www.africamuseum.be

TOM SANDER

Amerigo Vespucci and Cartography

Amerigo Vespucci, born in Florence on 9 March 1454,
was probably the most controversial figure in the carly
history of the discovery of America. His image, more a
caricature, swings between the conflicting arguments of
prosecution and defence. Bartolomé de las Casas,
bishop of Chiappas, missionary and historian and cham-
pion of humane treatment for the Indians, called him a
fraud and a forger of historical documents.

In 1491 the son of a notary public went to Seville as
an agent of the trading company of Lorenzo di
Pierfrancesco de Medici, which at the time was equip-
ping the first Columbus expedition. Six letters exist
about his alleged four woyages (1497-1498,
1499-1500, 1501-1502 and 1503-1504)

However, there is not a trace of credible evidence
for the alleged first and fourth voyages. It 1s not clear
whether Vespucci himself or clever profiteers are to be
held responsible for the fabrication. Vespucci’s first
credible voyage, on which Juan de la Cosa also sailed,
lasted from 18 May 1499 to June 1500 and was led by A.
Hojeda. Of the total of four ships that took part in the ex-
pedition, Vespucci had equipped two at his own ex-
pense. After 24 days’ sailing, land was sighted. It was
probably the coast of Guyana. The next day he sailed on
and believed he had reached Asia and could see the hills
that Ptolemy had called ‘Cape Cattigara’ and were sup-
posed to be connected to the Sinus Magnus. Together
with the Spanish mariner V.Y. Pinzon he discovered the
mouth of the Amazon. This was probably Vespucci's
only demonstrable geographical achievement.

In February or March 1500, separately from Hojeda,
he headed back to Spain, arriving in Cadiz in the second
half of June. He still dreamed of discovering Ptolemy’s
Cattigara. Contrary to his expectations, the Spanish king
engaged Ant. Velez de Mendoza and Bartolomé Roldan
to lead an expedition to the coast of Brazil.

Vespucci was gratified to be requested by the Por-
ruguese king Manuel to come to Lisbon to take partina
voyage that was to follow up the recent discovery of the
southern coast of Brazil by Pedro Alvares Cabral in the

year 1500. The expedition sent by the Portuguese king
was under the command of Goncalo Coelho, whose
name Vespucci never mentioned in his reports. It began
in Lisbon on 13 May 1501. Since there is no trace of
Coelho’s logbook, we have to fall back on the unreliable
information supplied by Vespucci.

A number of hills, bays and river mouths were
named in those days — following the tradition of earlier
discoveries — after the saint of the day in question. That
makes it easier to follow the chronological course of the
voyage. However, this method does not always enable
us to tell whether the features were all named on the
same voyage or on several.

The significance of Vespucct is that he is the only
one of the early voyagers to Brazil who gave detailed
descriptions of the situation he found there. The country
rediscovered by Vespucci, which essentially covers the
same area as present-day Brazil, was initially known as
‘terra de Vera Cruz’ or ‘Parrot Land’, as it is shown on
numerous maps.

It is nevertheless pointless and foolish to try and test
the truth of each and every aspect. This apphes particu-
larly to ethnographic information. Fifty years later, for
example, the German mercenary Hans Staden reported
completely contradictory experiences.

A world map of 1504 or 1505 by the Genoese car-
tographer Vesconte de Maiollo found in the Biblioteca
Comunale Federiciana in Fano shows Brazil labelled as
‘Terra de Gonsalvo Coigo vocatus Santo Croxe’, which
in Genoese dialect means the Jand of Coelho.

The precise date of the return to Lisbon is unknown,
as are the discoveries made on this trip. The discovery
of the Rio de la Plata (Rio Jordan) is attributed to the
first Coelho expedition.

The voyage may not have led to Cattigara, but it did
at any rate lead to recognition of the fact that the exten-
sive terra firma could not be part of Asia, but had to be a
land mass 1n its own right.

To this extent Vespucci differs from Columbus, at
least as far as published opinion is concerned. At that
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time nobody knew what George F. Nunn revealed in
INAGO MUNDI (9). 1952, namely that in 1500 Co-
lumbus. in a letter to the wet-nurse of Prince Don Juan,
spoke of a “Nuevo Cielo y Mundo'.

For the cosmographer this was an earth-shattering
finding, which not only shook the very foundations of
the Ptolemaic system for the first time, but put in the
shade everything else that had been heard from Colum-
bus. Once again it confirmed the truth of the saying: *He
who knows not where he goes, goes farthest’.

In 1502 Vespucci wrote a letter to his principal
Lorenzo di Pier Francesco de Medici. The letter is also
known as the ‘Bartolozzi letter’, because in 1798 a
scholar of that name unearthed a copy of the previously
unknown document in the Biblioteca Nazionale in Flor-
ence. After being translated into Latin, the letter was
published for the first time in Paris in 1503. A year later
a second edition using the term ‘mundus novus’ ap-
peared in Venice.

In 1505 Vespucc: expanded the report in another
letter, this time to the gonfalonier of Florence, Piero
Soderini, and published it under the title *Quattuor
Navigationes’. In it he speaks of four voyages which he
altegedly undertook but which cannot be proved.

As early as 1493 the [talian diplomat and chronicler
Pietro Martyr used the term ‘“Mundus Novus™ in a gen-
eral sense, but of course not in relation to South Amer-
ica, which had not yet been discovered. His momentous
phrase only took off after Vespucci had explored the
vast extent of South America along the coast of Brazil.

On world maps we first find the toponym “New
World® on the Ptolemy map of 1508 by Johannes
Ruysch, where the legend ‘Terra Sanctae Crucis sive
Mundus Novus’ extends across the South American
continent. Another legend states that most people con-
sider this land to be a second hemisphere. In the ribbon
marking the western edge of the continent it is said that
the Spaniards called this land the *New World” because
of 1ts size.

Within the space of only a few years after 1503,
Vespucei’s “Mundus Novus’, which has the hallmark of
a largely fabulous work, was disseminated throughout
Europe in sixty-three different editions and in five lan-
guages. Its appraisal of the New World found numerous
followers among the humanistic scholars of its time.

The actual discovery of a ‘New World” and the
name America received rapid publicity in Germany
thanks to the improved art of printing, and soon became
a topic of public interest.

It was in the cathedral town of Saint-Dié on the
Meurthe that geographical history was made for the
New World. This was due to René 1, Duke of Lorraine
and King in partibus infidelium of Jerusalem and Sicily.
He was the ruler of the Lorraine which at that time

formed a link between the Iloly Roman Empire of the
German Nation, to which 1t nominally belonged until
1736, and the French kingdom, with which it had ties
through the language spoken by the court and the
greater part of the population. Rene I was the sovereign
of a duchy that nobody caused nobody any headaches
because the Duke was very popular both Germany and
in France. As early as 1497 Bartholomius Kiistler's
German translation of the letter from Columbus to Ga-
briel Sanchez, the king’s treasurer. was published in
Strasbourg n Lorraine.

In the first few days of 1505, Duke René had his en-
voy in Paris send the monastery in Saint Dié a French
translation of Amerigo Vespucci's letter to Piero
Soderini. Here it was published as being addressed 10
‘Renatus 11" (Rene 1), though nobody took the trouble
to alter the dedication to Soderini. Soon after thetr ap-
pearance in 1505 the Vespucci reports reached the
hands of Martin  Waldseemiiller and Matthius
Ringmann. In 1507 the two produced the historically
significant ‘Cosmographiae introductio’, which be-
came a classic of geographical history and ran to six edi-
tions 1n three years.

Following the Greek model, Duke René of Lorraine
had brought together men of great culture at the Gymna-
sium Vosagense in Saint Dié. This was now headed by
the Duke’s secretary, Canon Gauttier Lud who, together
with his nephew Nicol, who also belonged to the circle,
owned the only printing press in the city and probably
the first in Lorraine. The circle also included the theolo-
gian, cosmographer and cartographer Martin
Waldseemidiller from Baden and the youngest, but prob-
ably most versatile, member of the Gymnasium,
Matthias Ringmann. The latter was well known and
well respected in the scholarly world of the upper
Rhine.

The interest of the Lorraine academy was focused
on the Florentine discoverer Amerigo Vespuccl. Obvi-
ously overestimating the credit due to him in the explo-
ration of the newly discovered continent, they proposed
to call 1t *Amerigen quasi Americi terra sive American’.

The Cosmographiae introductio consisted of a
nine-chapter introductory text in Latin, two maps. and
finally a Latin version of Amerigo Vespucct's letter to
Piero Soderini about the inhabitants of the New World.
In Chapter IX of this work we find: *But now the conti-
nents have been explored more extensively and another.
fourth, continent has been discovered by Americus
Vesputius (as described below) . I cannot imagine how
anyone could rightly object to naming this continent af-
ter its discoverer Americus, a man of great imagination
and intelligence: Amerigo. namely land of Americus. or
America. since both Europe and Asia took their name
from women. Its location and the customs of its people

N
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are easily learned from the two times two voyages of
Americus. which follow below... And thus the world 1s
already known to be divided into four continents, of
which the first three are continents, while the fourth 1s
an 1sland because 1t is known to be surrounded by sea.’

Vespucet's letters lent wings to the imagination of
his contemporaries. For more than a generation his
claim to have discovered the New World put the
achievements of Columbus in the shade. Vespucci was
quite simply the better PR man! As far as the naming of
the continent after him was concerned. however, the
similarity of his name to a number of corrupted Indian
names may have played a certain role. One only has to
think of Amaraca. Marica, Maracaibo and others. That
his letters were so popular was due not only to the sensa-
tional news of a new continent, but also to his lively de-
scriptions of cannibalism and sexual promiscuity. With
this he had a major impact on Western itdeas about the
new peopie.

Ringmann was responsible for the text of the
Cosmographiae, Waldseemiiller for the maps.

[t seems likely that Waldseemiiller only entered the
name America very reluctantly on his world map of
1507, also known as *America’s birth certificate’, the
only surviving copy of which has been in the Library of
Congress since 2001. After the death of Ringmann in
1511 he left the name out again. But it was a name that
had already taken root, imitially with cartographic sup-
port from Henricus Glareanus and Johannes Schoner.

Vespucci ended his carcer in Spain. It is one of the
many remarkable aspects of his life that only four years
before his death he was appointed ‘Piloto Mayor de
Casa de la Contrataci6n’. And yet posterity knows of
not a single cartographic achievement that indicates
outstanding nautical and astronomical capabilities.

Vespucci himself was convinced of his achieve-
ments. In his overbearing arrogance he asserted that he
understood more about navigation than ‘all the naviga-
tors in the world’.

The geographer and atlas editor Hans Karl
Hermann Wagner (1917) disputes the authenticity of
the Seville letter of 18 July 1500 and with 1t the asser-
tion that the Genoese Vespucci discovered how to deter-
mine longitude by means of measurements using the
position of the moon. In his love of adventure Vespucci
scarcely differs from other discoverers.

It would be an over-simplification to call him a
charlatan and a genuine discoverer in a single person,
even if he is seen in a dim light by the history books. Af-
ter all. 1t was the publishers who realised that their read-
ers were satiated with news about “India” and China and
were hungry for sensations from the “New World". In
such a situation one did not look too closely at the truth
of the content, which in those days was impossible to

check anyway. In the Middle Ages tales were just as im-
portant as facts.

The entertaining reading created by the English
knight Sir John Mandeville. its authentic observation
mtertwined with fabulous additions, monsters from an-
cient sources and fragments of the Alexander romance.
became one of the most frequently copied and translated
texts of the last quarter of the 14th and most of the 15th
century,

One of the greatest discoverers, Marco Polo. was
also known as the “swindler of Venice'. In his prison
cell he dictated to Rusticella da Pisa. who acted as a kind
of ghost-writer, his book ‘The Description of the
World®. This was a long-lasting success and became the
most important source of information worldwide on
medieval China - in cartography too. The later the edi-
tion, the more detailed and interesting the content be-
came.

Many years after Polo’s death. the Veneuan carni-
val still features a “Marco” figure who entertains the au-
dience with fantastic and incredible tales.

On 22 February 1512 Amerigo Vespucci died in
Seville at the age of 57. He assured himself of an entry
in bold type in the history books and also, in the form of
*America’, on many maps of the world.

OSWALD DREYER-EIMBCKI:

* ok ok ok X

Cartographic quotation, supplied by Valerie Newby:

‘To the stay-at-home a map remains merely the
thing it was to himin his schooldays, a representation on
paper of a section of the earth’s surface, but to the man
who has travelled, every map assumes a character of ro-
mance, and to anyone who has covered the land which it
depicts i1t ceases to be merely a map and all its markings
take on a vital significance. The technical lines by
which mountains, lakes, rivers or roads are indicated,
become pictures which reveal the whole life of that
land: on the banks of a great river the tents of nomad
colonies spring up; on the 1sland in the lake, which to
another is merely a black dot in a patch of blue, there
stands out some tall lamasery round which red-shawicd
lamas pursue their strange activities. The little square
which indicates a town becomes a battlemented city
through whose massive gates a stream of strange people
move in and out. intent on their unknown day’s employ,
and the stippled surface marked off as desert comes to
life and stretches out in boundless dunes among which
long caravans move with serpentine flexibility.

Across the map of Central Asia the names of two
great deserts are written. One 1s called Gobi and the
other Lob....

From The Gobi Desert. Mildred Cable
Francesca French. Viraqo Press. 1984,
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Rodney then proceeded to give a short introductory talk to
his extensive collection and then the masses were let loose
to view the maps, with the only proviso not to take food or
drink into the house.

Goodness! Where to start: the map room, the parlour,
the drawing room, the upstairs bedroom. wherever one
looked. there were maps: framed, hanging on walls, leaning
against walls, unframed but protected by Mylar, folders
with more maps, unending. Maps piled on maps, no empty
walls. no empty spaces, a stuffed toy tiger sitting on a sofa,
a hat with feathers on the stainvay, an old trumpet, a vase
with a rose, you name it, all is packed into this gorgeous
house with a low ceiling, wooden beams, beautiful furni-
ture that couldn’t be fully appreciated because maps were
spread all over.

So what can you do when you are overwhelmed with so
many bits and pieces? Well, you must concentrate on what
vou find most interesting: those wonderful title pages by
Janssson, Blaeu, Hondius, Hogenberg.... Great works of
art. There were a large number of duplicate copies, differ-
entiated only by the colouring: at times the dresses of the
persons depicted would change, or a lace would coverup an
exposed bosom or a red harness a naked breast of a man. In

one and a half hours you cannot absorb much more in such a
large collection. We were handed a sheet in which it was
explained that Rodney began collecting in the late 1940s. It
all started when his mother bought a dirty and tattered col-
lection of 120 old maps for three pounds from a shop in
Stratford-on-Avon. Buying then expanded to finally focus-
ing on four areas: a) maps of the British Isles and England:
b) a modest collection of world maps which tapered off af-
ter the rising prices based on Rodney's book The Mapping
of the World; c) the large collection of title pages and fron-
tispieces mentioned above, and finally d) miscellaneous
topical and thematic maps, some very recent.

Then, to recover our strength. here come Valerie. Jenny
and Caroline Batchelor to feed us with the most delicious
sandwiches, veggie rolls. homemade cakes. wine and
sweets. This fortification was sorely needed because now
we proceeded to visit the other part of the Shirley manor:
Barbara’s marvellous garden. Here a proliferation of plants
surrounds you at the terrace from which you step down into
a large lawn shaded by an enormous Lebanon cedar, one
large imb of which is cleverly supported by a wooden pil-
lar, also covered with plants. All around 1s an exuberant
mixture of thousands of flowers and plants. every single
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Annual General Meeting

Chairman Jenny Harvey opened the proceedings of the
AGM:

*2003 started with a change of scene. Having held
our collectors” meeting at the Farmers Club for many
vears. we held the 2003 meeting at the Shapero Gal-
lery at the kind invitation of Daniel Crouch. We en-
joved a more spacious environment and were not
bashful at showing our own material amongst the gal-
lery’s cartographic exhibition and its Mayfair sur-
roundings.

‘In April we visited Liverpool and enjoyed a week-
end exploring a rejuvenated city. Through connections
of Geoffrey Bude erg we had access to the little known
collection of maps at the Liverpool Athenaeum, a club
founded over 200 years ago as a library, newsroom and
meeting place for leaders of the city’s commercial and
cultural life. The Library held many items of note
amongst its atlases, manuscripts and printed maps. After
viewing the collection. we dined in the relaxing ambi-
ance of this club. The following day we saw a selection
of maps from Liverpool Record Office, where the exhib-
its demonstrated the importance and growth of Liver-
pool mn the 19th century as a maritime centre and the hub
of the cotton trade. Over the weekend there were oppor-
tunities to visit other important places which showed the
life of this vital port and we left with a fuller picture of
the proud history of this city.

‘The June weekend was marred by the failure of our
Map Fair stand contractors to appear. Although this did
not prevent the Fair from opening on Sunday as planned,
it did mean the cancellation of the preview for members
on the Saturday evening. Quick thinking and reorganis-
ing was needed and it was regrettable that some people
who had relied on the preview time to view and purchase
maps were disappointed. My thanks go yet again to ev-
ervone who put themselves out to minimise the disrup-
tion. It can only be said that a measure of the success
which the Society has had in building up the Map Fair
over the last twenty years, is that the dealers themselves
have sought to become the Fair organisers. This has re-
sulted in the arrangements concluded with the London
Map Fair in October for the fair at Olympia to be held
under their auspices, with IMCoS as an active supporter
of the event. As I speak the 2004 is taking place and you
will have the opportunity to experience the changes
which have been made.

*Atthe end of August we visited Oxford to hear John
Leighfield talk about his collection of county maps of
Oxfordshire. John is one of the earliest members of
IMCoS, supporting the Society from its infancy, and we
were able to hear about the development of county map-
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ping in the pleasant surroundings of his former alma
mater. Exeter College.

*Our International Symposium which took place In
Cyprus was another return to a venue which we had vis-
ited in the "80s. The hospitality from the Bank of Cyprus
Cultural Foundation was again second to none and many
participants  took advantage of the organised
pre-symposium tours to acquaint themselves with the
history and culture of the island. An outstanding exhibi-
tion of the Cultural Foundation’s material formed the
centrepiece of the Symposiumn in support of a series of
interesting lectures.

‘Moving away from events, your committee in
2003 made a number of investment decisions which
we hope will improve what the Society has to offer. In
the first place, we decided to upgrade our Journal to a
larger size from 2004, and Susan Gole is to be congrat-
ulated on her work in implementing this. You will by
now have received two copies and be able to judge for
yourself. Secondly, work commenced on the upgrad-
ing of the web site which will include an on online
joining and renewal facility. T have written about this
in the current issue of the Journal, and if you have not
done so, please visit to see the results. Our third n-
vestment has been the introduction of a electronic
monthly Bulletin by Patrick Whitten to keep in more
frequent touch with members. He regularly receives
items for inclusion, and I should like to thank him for
setting up and using the technology to permit this
two-way flow of information as a healthy extension of
our communication with members.

‘We have run the Society in 2003 with the same offi-
cials as in the previous year. and have in particular bene-
fited from a cleansing of the membership databasc by
J111 Whitten who, like all customer-focused individuals,
understands how important it is to get the basics right.
We have similarly benefited from the expertise ot our fi-
nancial administrator, Brian Weston, who now retires.
with the move of our financial administration to Devon.
Brian computerised the financial records of the Society
in 2001 and has handed them over in good shape to our
Treasurer and new administrator, Sue Booty. [ thank him
for his support to Tim Whitten and the rest of the com-
mittee. Having held the fort myself as Advertising Man-
ager in 2003, I am pleased that Rolph Langlais agreed to
take this over from the beginning of 2004. This coin-
cides with the new Journal format and Rolph will be our
interface to an important group of dealers who, in using
IMCoS to market themselves, also support us in doing
S0.

‘Activities which re-occurred in 2003 were a new
series of Warburg lectures, and a stand at the Miami and



Paris Map Fairs. The latter has found quick appeal and
Paris 1s always pleasant — even in November!

‘Finally you will be aware that this is the second year
running in which we have raised subscriptions. We do not
wish to make a habit of this but knowing that there will be a
significant reduction in our Map Fair revenue and change in
our cash flow position, with investment costs for the web
site being delayed into 2004 and with our desire to make
further imnvestment in technology (putting the membership
database on line to help the committee and introducing on
line payment for events), the committee felt it was prudent
to do so. We now seek a period of stability in the cost of
membership.

‘I hope that you have found some particular carto-
graphic pleasure through your association with IMCoS in
2003. My thanks again to the Committee and we look for-
ward to providing more for your enjoyment i 2004."

The Treasurer then read his report, and the accounts
were duly passed by the members. The increases in mem-
bership rates were also approved, and Valerie Newby and
Susan Gole re-elected as Vice-Chairman and International
Chairman respectively. It is usual for officers to hold their
positions for nwo years, so re-elections are staggered. Hans
Kok was welcomed as a new Director of IMCoS, bringing
the number ba  to three as formerly. IMCoS Persident
Roger Baskes wound up the proceedings by thanking the
comumittee for their work throughout the year. After some
discussion from the floor. members then dispersed to pre-
pare for the Dinner, or get a last look for the day in the fair.

Annwal Dinner

Members gathered for the Annual Dinner back in the
Hilton Hotel, which was again an informal arrangement
with buffet-style food laid in long tables, and free seating.

As the dinner drew to a close, there were two presenta-
tions to be made. Neil McKinnen, our representative in
New Zealand, presented to the IMCoS Library a copy of the
recently published Dictionary  of New  Zealand
Map-makers, by Brian Hooker. Neil hoped that the pres-
ence of this book 1n our library will encourage more mem-
bers to attend the planned International Symposium in New
Zealand in 2008.

IMCoS Helen—Wallis Award for 2004

Then followed presentation of this vyear’s
IMCoS—Helen Wallis Award. In the absence of Valerie
Newby, Susan Gole read the citation:

*On this exact day 24 years ago somebody in this room
attended a meeting at a hotel in Birmingham. He recorded
in his diary that the meeting began at 10.15 with lunch at
12.30 and tea at 4.20 pm followed by ‘Inaugural’. This was
the day he sees IMCoS as having been born. And amazingly

he has attended every international symposium since that
date in 1980 and nearly every meeting in England. He wrote
in the IMCoS History that he felt he had (T quote), ‘got more
out of the society than any other organisation I belong to.’
But the irony is that it is we who should be thanking him
and that indeed is what we are doing today.

‘Bynow [ am sure you will all realise that the winner of
this year’s IMCoS —Helen Wallis Award is our much-loved
member David Webb. Itis true to say that without his pres-
ence, camera at the ready. our events would not be the
same. Not to mention those distinctive T-shirts which he
designs and wears to all international events! He has served
as Photographer throughout the Society’s history and [ am
sure he won’t mind me saying that during that time his skill
has continued to improve. He is a very modest man and
probably won't like me telling you that he has never
charged the Society a penny for all the photographs he has
produced, but it is a fact.

‘In addition he is an expert on road maps and road map
ephemera, both of which he collects and he is always will-
ing to share his knowledge with others. He also has a collec-
tion of cartographical curiosities which must be unique.

‘Finally (Valerie continues), I would like to read this
tribute from Malcolm Young, our first chairman, who is
sadly not well enough to be here in person.

* “Dear David,

I am sorry I am not present with vou today. You are one
of the earliest members of IMCoS. As I am one of the
founders of IMCoS and the First Chairman in 1980, [ well
remember the considerable and tireless assistance you gave
me in establishing the Society. David, your knowledge of
road maps of the British Isles is of great interest to us all, as
is your interest in cartographical curiosities.

*“In 1982 l organised the first international symposium
in Amsterdam and you helped me. [ know you had scarcely
travelled abroad at this time but now you are one of the most
widely travelled of all IMCoS members having attended
every one of the 22 events abroad.

' “We are now approaching the 100th issue of our jour-
nal which has featured many hundreds of photographs from
your cameras, all taken and developed at your own financial
cost. T once asked you to put in for expenses, but you replied
that IMCoS has given you such a lot of enjoyment that you
wanted to give something back.

* “The IMCoS-Helen Wallis award is presented to
any person who has made a great contribution to map
collectors world-wide and you have more than satisfied
this criterion. I give you my congratulations and best
wishes for the future ™

That was from Malcolm Young, to whom IMCoS owes
so much, and who himself received the Award in 1988.

May I make my own contribution to the thanks IMCoS
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IMCoS Accounts—2003

Summarised Balance Sheet
As at 31st December

2003 2002
£ £
Fixed Assets
IMCoS Library 1.500 1.500

Calico Fabric for Map Fairs - 890
Current Assets

Cash at Bank, etc. 58,293 57,802
Prepavments 1,036 4,735
Accounts receivable 1.200 518
Un-deposited funds - 1.150
TOTAL ASSETS 62,029 66.595
Represented by:
Membership Funds 23,516 21,599
Prepayments recerved

(Future events) 4,760 12,538
Accounts payable 1,586 712
Surplus Income over Expenditure

brought forward 31,749 36,565

for this year 418 (4.816)

62.029 66.598

Honorary Treasurer: E. H. T. Whitten
Examined by: Walter Valk & Andre Vracas

ull accounts available for inspection
with the Treasurer

Income & Expenditure Account

2003 2002
INCOME £ £
Subscriptions 15,779 13.589
Regional Events (net) 480 51
London Int. Map Fair (net) 5,964 1.857
Donations, etc 170 -
Interest (Net) 745 863
Total Income 23,138 16,360
EXPENDITURE
London June Symp. (net) 366 1.181
Advertising, Publicity 1,191 1,878
Map & Society Lectures 300 300
IMCoS Journal (net) 7.925 8,065
IMCoS Directory - 1,361
Bank & Credit Card Charges 861 1,155
General insurance 126 231
General Administration 8.960 6,311
Gifts & Awards 569 311
Membership Administration 1535 8
Exchange Rate 887 375
Total Expenditure 22,720 21,176
Surplus Income (or Deficit) over Expenditure

418 (4.816)

IMCoS Travel Grants

IMCoS offers Travel Grants to the value of £300 to be
awarded to assist young members to travel to, or stay at, the
location of either the annual UK symposium, for those
coming from outside the UK, or the international sympo-
sium, for those coming from outside the host country.
Members are invited to submit their application for the
award of this Travel Grant, if they fulfil the following re-
quirements:
1. They should have been a fully paid-up member of IMCoS
for two calendar years before the year in which the sympo-
sium 1s held.
2. They should be under the age of 32 years at the time of
the symposiun.
3. They should undertake to write a report of their atten-
dance at the symposium for publication in the IMCoS Jour-
nal.
4. The application should state the member’s date of birth.
and be recommended by two fully paid-up members of
IMCoS.
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A Travel Grant committee composed of the President
of IMCoS, the Executive Chairman, and the International
Chairman will decide upon the recipient of the award each
year.

Suitable applications are invited at any time during the
year, stating the symposium for which the Travel Grant is
requested.

The decision of the Travel Grant Committee will be
final, and no further correspondence will be entertained.
If an applicant’s proposal is not accepted, they are free
to apply again, so long as they fulfil the above require-
ments.

Applications should be sent to:

The Chairman, IMCoS

IMCoS Administrative Office
P.O. Box 352

Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 7ZR









ing annexations. The national socialists, contrary to popular
belief, did not exert any major pressure on map producers ex-
cept where it affected policy at any particular time.

For anyone interested in German history, the back-
ground to World War Two or in the propaganda function of
mapping this is one book that should not be missed.

KIT BATTEN

The Map that Changed the World: The Tale of William
Smith and the Birth of a Science, By Simon Winchester.
England: Penguin Viking, 2001, 338pp. ISBN
0-670-88407-3. £12.99.

It is just over two hundred years ago that William Smith
began work on the ‘map that changed the world’. Why did it
change the world? It was the first map to reveal what lay be-
low the land surface. and that was important. Rocks shape the
continents and their landscapes. The agricultural history of
any area 1s dependent on the underlying rocks which control
the soil type and drainage. The location of settlements, roads,
canals, and railways are influenced by the distribution of
building stone. minerals and fossil tuels. Whilst up to the
1800s most maps had reflected the results of the geology of an
area, the actual geology was mainly hidden. often ignored and
probably unknown. One copy of Smith’s revolutionary and
highly acclaimed map is today hidden behind two heavy blue
curtains on a stairway at the Geological Society in Burlington
House. London. But the story behind it and the man who
crafted it 1s well worth knowing.

The author of the book The Map that changed the
IVorld, Simon Winchester, 1s an Oxford University geology
graduate from the 1960s, but is better known now as an au-
thor and highly regarded foreign press correspondent. He
has painstakingly researched his subject. He brings to the
reader the vivid tale of William Smith’s arduous efforts in
the field, the difficulties of publishing his results, his fall
into penury and eventually the supreme acclaim from the
Geological Society.

The essence of Winchester’s book 1s well captured in
the four and half page Prologue. The book follows Smith’s
life story in an easy to read style which gives the reader a
good grasp of geology in simple terms. With liberal use of
place names and illustrations in the book, the reader can fol-
low Smith in his labours around Jurassic England and the
Oolitic stone belt which starts from the fossils in the cliffs
on the Dorset coast, to the canals and coal mines of North
Somerset, to Leicestershire quarries and finally towards the
end of Smith’s life to Scarborough and the North Yorks
Moors.

Early vears
William Smith was born the son of an Oxfordshire
blacksmith in 1769. He was not highly educated but did rea-

sonably well at school showing an aptitude for geometry
and drawing as well as developing an interest in rocks and
fossils. An apparently chance encounter when he was a
young man resulted in his becoming apprenticed to Edward
Webb of Stow, a well known professional surveyor. and
this employment gave him reason to travel extensively
across the country. The period was one of great change in
England due to the Industrial Revolution and improve-
ments in agricultural practice spurred on by Enclosure Acts.
Railways and canals were being built to transport goods and
there was an ongoing search for minerals, building stone
and coal.

Strata and fossil recording in Somerset and the area
around Bath, 17911999

These changes gave Smith the opportunity to apply his
surveying talents widely. Following a meeting with engi-
neer John Rennie he was taken on as Surveyor to the
Somerset Coal Canal Company, a post he held for eight
years. [t was in 1791 while working in the coal mines in
Somerset, that he observed the succession of fossils and
rocks; of the latter he noted their dip and strike and
non-conformities within the strata. This led Smith to the un-
derstanding — fundamental to the development of the sci-
ence of geology — that different units of the same rock type
could be distinguished by their contained fossils, and that
various units and their fossils occurred in the same order at
different locations. This enabled Smith to predict the suc-
cession of rocks to be found elsewhere.

Whilst at the Somerset Coal and Canal Company.,
Smith travelled to the north of England and had the oppor-
tunity to see if the strata sequences and fossil types he saw
near Bath were repeated. They did, and this confirmed his
realisation and his aspiration of creating an underground
map not just of his Somerset region but the whole of Eng-
land. [n 1799, in collaboration with two local fossil collect-
Ing clergymen, during the course of an evening, he wrote
his first geological paper, and with it the key to his ability to
map the country 1n the future, He termed this paper ‘Order
of the STRATA and their embedded ORGANIC REMAINS
in the vicinity of Bath; examined and proved prior to 1799
An original copy 1s held in the Geological Society archives
in London.

Also in 1799, having seen a hand coloured map by
Billingsley and Davis showing the soils and vegetation 1n
the Bath area, he produced the world’s first true geological
map by mimicking their colouring technique and he created
his topographical circular map entitled ‘4 Map of Five
Miles round the City of Bath, on a scale of one inch and u
half'to a mile, from an Actual Survey, including all the new
roads, with Alterations and Improvements to the present
time, 1799. Printed for and sold by 4. Taylor and W . Navler.






Booksellers, Bath'. It is interesting to note that the colours
used for that first geological map are broadly the same as
used today. A copy 1s held in the Geological Society ar-
chives in London.

On leaving paid employment, he became for the rest of
his life a freelance surveyor — for a variety of clients — for
the landed gentry and town officials, whether it was making
estate maps, advising on land drainage and newly enclosed
fields, the building of canals, or the prospecting for miner-
als and coal. At Bath he even managed to solve the problem
of the temporary cessation of the water flow into the hot
springs.

The first national geological maps

[t is likely the collaboration with John Cary, who was
England’s foremost cartographer at the time, started in
1794 in Somerset (it was to last another forty years) when
Cary was surveying the main roads of England and Wales
for the General Post Office. Later, while travelling around
England, Smith continued his geological mapping. produc-
ing three unpublished maps of various levels of complete-
ness using. as a base, the index sheets of John Cary’s second
edition, "New and Correct Atlas of England in Wales®, pub-
lished in 1794 on a scale 47 miles to the inch, as well as a
map from Robert Wilkinson’s ‘“World Atlas’ on a scale of
37 miles to the inch.

Of the three maps, the one based on Wilkinson's sheets
are said by some to be “the best but rather dull in aspect’.
This map is held by the Geological Society in London.
Smith has coloured the seven strata on this map with Chalk
in green, Coral Rag in purple, Clunch Clay (Oxford Clay) a
grev wash, the Oolite Freestone in now-traditional yellow
and Lias Carboniferous Limestone in blue, Red Ground in
red and Red Rab (or Devonian) in burgundy brown wash.

By 1801 Smith had no doubt completed the first geo-
logical map of England and Wales. As Simon Winchester
writes about the map for which he had used Cary’s sheets,
Smith had added in his own best copperplate engraving just

below Cary’s map title — *General Map’ — the words “of

Strata of England and Wales ™ and signed the work ‘by W
Smith 1801°.  Winchester continues with the benefit of
hindsight. "it all looks more than a little rough-hewn, em-
bryonic. As indeed it was: this map was only a sketch. a car-
toon for a major cartographic task that Smith knew he was
not yet up to attempting’.

The Map that changed the World

In 1802, when the Society for the Encouragement of
Arts, Manufactures & Commerce offered a prize for a min-
eralogical map of England, Scotland or Wales, it was natu-
ral for Sir Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Society, to
encourage Smith to embark on making such a map and to

become his patron. Smith elected to collaborate with Cary,
and had a set of base maps made on a scale of 5 miles to 1
inch. There were sixteen plates, fifteen for the map and one
for a West to East geological cross-section, producing a
work 8 foot 9 inches high by 6 foot 2 inches across and ti-
tled 4 Delineation of The Strata of England and Wales
with part of Scotland exhibiting the collieries and mines
the marshes and fen lands originally overflowed by the sea
and varieties of soil uccording to the variations in the sub-
strata illustrated by the most descriptive names'. The
length of the title is surprising but it should be remembered
that the word geological had not been used on maps before.
It was only in 1819 that Greenhough, a notable rival and
some say a plagiariser of Smith’s map, used the term for his
map. Unfortunately, Smith’s other activities took much of
his time and his major work was not published by Cary un-
til 1815. Some 400 copies are thought to have been made
but it is believed only some forty exist today. The copy 1l-
lustrated in the book is from the Natural History Museum
in London, which is much darker than the copy held on the
painted limestone stairwell in the Geological Society: the
latter shows the effect of one hundred years of exposure to
light.

Smith’s later life

Even more unfortunately Smith entered a period of fi-
nancial difficulties and despite his best efforts. including
selling his extensive collection of fossils and publishing
two books on the stratigraphic uses of fossils. he was de-
clared bankrupt in 1819 and spent eighty days in a prison
before his debts were discharged. Winchester’s book per-
haps “fashionably’ overplays Smith’s fall from grace and
poor relations with the Geological Society. Other academ-
ics today, notably amongst them Oxford Professor Alan
Chapman, believe this has been overdone and Smith re-
tained his circle of well-connected friendships and patrons.

The story does have a happy ending as the importance
of Smith’s work was recognised and in 1831 he was pre-
sented with the first Wollaston Medal, the most prestigious
award of the Geological Society while being hailed as the
‘Father of English Geology’. I1le was also given an honor-
ary doctorate by Trinity College Dublin and was granted a
pension by the state. Smith’s nephew, John Phillips, who
was his assistant during the production of the map. went on
to become Professor of Geology at Oxtord and a President
of the Geological Society. Smith passed his final years in
Yorkshire where he produced a detailed geological map of
the county in 1821 before dying in 1839,

The author, Simon Winchester, has a degree in geology
from Oxford University, and is obviously still fascinated by
the subject: has not produced a dry academic history but
rather has used his experience as a journalist to write a






lively and readable story of a remarkable man and the revo-
lutionary times in which he lived.  On the other hand, his
scientific training has ensured that he has included a useful
list of source material, a good geological glossary and sug-
gested turther reading as well as generous acknowledge-
ments of help received.

If there 1s any criticism, it 1s that the author’s digres-
sions which help maintain the reader’s interest sometimes
make it difficult to keep track of the chronological events in
Smith’s life. A table listing the chronology of events would
have helped. Perhaps more frustrating to the reader 1s the
first chapter which tells of Smith’s release from the Kings
Bench debtors prison in 1819; by sequence of time this 1s
misplaced and it does not add to the yarn, as much of that
tale 1s repeated later in the book anyway.

The end-papers show the only coloured reproductions
in the book enabling a comparison to be made of Smith’s
1815 map and the modern geological map of Great Britain.
Whilst the text is well illustrated with black and white line
drawings, connoisseurs of antiquarian maps will regret the
abscnce of coloured plates and the lack of illustrations of
some of the other maps referred to in the text as well as the
poorly printed dust cover,

GERALD LONG and RICHARD YOUNG

Charting Louisiana : Five Hundred Years of Maps, ed-
ited by Alfred E. Lemmon, John T. Magill and Jason R.
Wiese. The Historic New Orleans Collection, 533 Royal
Street, New Orleans, LA 70130. 2003. ISBN
0-917860-47-0. USS 95.

If the many excellent books about maps published in
recent years may be described as a ‘feast’. then this one
comes to the table as a veritable *pié¢ce de résistance’. It
1s massive: some nine pounds in weight, comprising 383
pages each 127x14”, with 193 main maps and textual,
end paper and other maps in addition. Obviously quan-
tity does not necessarily equate to quality. However, the
many illustrations are of a very high standard indeed.
The large. horizontal format permits the display of great
detail, and colours are brilliantly printed, aided no doubt
by the use of high grade100-pound dull coated enamel
paper. Whilc the illustrations in a book on maps are of
prime importance, they are not, of course, the be-all and
end-all. Even if they are of the best, the result may be no
more than a ‘coffee table’ volume. This book is very
much more than that.

[t has been published to celebrate the 200th anniversary
of the U.S. acquisition of Louisiana from the French, the
so-called ‘Louisiana Purchase’. It tells the history of the re-
gion through the periods of discovery, colonisation and
continuous development, by means of six comprehensive
essays which make full use of relevant maps, ranging from

the earliest appearance of the Gulf coast in a 16th century
woodcut to a recent enhanced satellite view of the State. It
is provided with a section giving full details of each of the
maps used, most of which are in the Historic New Orleans
Collection, but some of which are from collections else-
where 1n the U.S. and from Europe. It has an interesting list
of selected readings, covering a variety of background top-
ics as well as “Maps and Mapmakers’, and there is an excel-
lent index.

The book suggests that “The name ‘Louisiana’ has al-
wavs held a special allure, calling forth images of a rich.
colonial past, of a land filled with exotic flora and fauna.
and of a territory that once extended across great stretches
of North America.”

Your reviewer, who has minimal first hand knowledge
of the region, would nevertheless subscribe to that view.
His perceptions of Louisiana in more modern times are de-
rived from 1mages of the mighty Mississippi and its incredi-
bly complex delta, of paddle steamers and massive
embankments, of the French Quarter in New Orleans. from
the sounds of traditional jazz, from the taste of Creole cook-
ing and from the works of Tennessee Williams. Remark-
ably there are maps in this book that deal with some aspect
or other of these and many other such perceptions or inter-
ests,

For example, there are city maps and plans which, it is
mentioned, have been pored over by scholars of Tennessece
Williams™ famous play "A Streetcar Named Desire’ to es-
tablish and visualise the exact route that the streetcar would
have taken through New Orleans. There are in fact maps
and history here to suit all tastes, to be enjoyed whether or
not one already has any substantial knowledge or specific
Interest in Louisiana.

In summary. Charting Louisiana tells a fascinating
story, 1s a major work of reference and a feast for the eyes. [t
has to be a bargain at $95, as that price must be heavily sub-
sidised by the many individual and corporate donations to-
wards the costs of its production. reminiscent of the lists of
subscribers that made 1t possible for many maps and atlases
to be published in the past.

ALAN BARTLETT

De Zeven Provincien—The Seven Provinces (Stichting
Atlas Van Stolk). Catalogue of an exhibition held in Mu-
seum Het Schielandshuis, Rotterdam 6 June to 6 October
2003.

The exhibition was of a unique collection given by
Dick Blonck and Joan Blonck-van der Wijst to the Atlas
Van Stolk of seventheenth and eighteenth-century maps. It
1s the most comprehensive collection of maps of the Dutch
Republic of the Seven Provinces yet known.

All maps on display were printed using copper
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OLD CHURCH GALLERIES

Mati Harrington & Nicky Ransom

FINE & RARE ANTIQUE MAPS, CHARTS, PLANS &
- FNGRAVINGS OF ALT. PARTS OF THE WORLD

gravures. Often a combination of engraving and etching
was used. The maps were printed in black and white and
the colouring was done by hand. The copper plates were of-
ten changed to reflect any policical changes. Maps were ci-
ther sold separately or as part of books or atlases.

The catalogue was printed in collaboration with Atlas
Van Stolk and Publishing House Canaletto.

Now available from Canaletto is a newly issued book
written by H.A.M. van der Heijden and D. Blonk De Kaart
van de Republiek der VII Provincien 1615-1794 (The Map
of the Republic of the VII Provinces 1615-1794). Other
publications about old Netherlands Maps are also available
from Canaletto.

For more information and publications the following
web-sites could be visited: www.atlasvanstolk.nl and

www.canaletto.nl.
NOELLE BROWN-REGOUT

If you would like to review books for the IMCoS
Journal, please do get in touch with the Reviews Edi-
tor (address on page 1). Books are sent to IMCoS by
the publishers, and after review they are deposited in
the IMCoS Library, for members to borrow.

ral History, Botanical, Sporting,
and Topographic prints

SEA, LONDON SW3 6HS u
FAX: 020 7391 8791
urchgalleries.com
wrchgalleries.com
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