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EDITORIAL NEWS & VIEWS

IF this Journal appears to have landed on your desk
sooner than you had expected, the reason is the
rather late despatch of the November issue, this
Februaryv one being very much on time! An editor is a
co-ordinator in essence. In an International organisa-
tion such as IMCoS, where at times the only link
among members spread over the four quarters of the
globe is the quarterly Journal, responsibility for its
regular mailing remains a heavy burden on the
Editor’s shoulders. Co-operation is sought from
contributors, printers and postal authorities to make
1983 a punctual year . . . in more senses than one. We
have run our Society to date by planning well ahead
and with this Journal you will find enclosed
announcements relevant to our AGM being held in
Birmingham on Saturday, 26th March, 1983 at 2
p-m. in the Birmingham Central Library. This is part
of a full day’s programme starting gat 11 a.m., with a
brief introductory talk on the Library’s collection.
Full details of the day’s events are also enclosed
herewith.

We hope to see you there.

The major annual IMCoS event is almost upon us
again; the back page of this Journal has been devoted
to details of the weekend events on June 11th and
12th. Please note the dates in your diaries now: June
11th — All day Symposium with outstanding
speakers follow ed by our Annual Dinner in the
evening. June 12th — all day Map Fair that is
already a well-established London event. Both days
will be graced by what will certainly be an outstand-
ing exhibition of cartographic curios‘**es which
are being displaved under the kind ausp.ces of the

two doyens on the subject, Ray O’Shea and Dudley
Barnes. Don’t hesitate to ask for more details. Any
assistance we can render to facilitate your visit or stay
in London will be graciously extended.

Finally may I again revert to my earlier appeals for
articles and other materials for our Journal? Please
contribute — it will be thankfully received and faith-

fully applied.
s Y ASHA BERESINER

OUR LIBRARY

We are in need of a Librarian, preferably based in
London, who will find that the Society already
possesses the nucleus of a promising accumulation of
cartographic books.

The books are presently housed at the InterCol
Gallery in London which can remain the permanent
home of the IMCoS Library. Alternatively the poten-
tial Librarian may prefer to move the Library at his
discretion, if you feel you would like to undertake this
important task on behalf of the Society please write to
our Chairman, Malcolm Young,

IMCoS would like to take this opportunity to again
extend our very warm thanks to the Holland Press
for their very kind and generous gift of “The
Mapping of Bermuda” by Margaret Palmer published
by the Roland Press October, 1982.

As soon as a Librarian is appointed we hope to
have regular listings of the books in our Library.

In the meantime any additional volumes donated
to the Library will be very welcome.



STARTING A COLLECTION —

A DEALER’S VIEWPOINT

by Jonathan Potter
Part |

(Editor’s Note: The following is the transcript prepared by
Faith Ashwood from Jonathan's notes of his excellent delivery
to the members of IMCoS at the January meeting. The article
as presented here is the basis of an extended booklet which
Jonathan is preparing for beginners and which will be avail-
able free of charge to all who like to apply for a copy directly
from Jonathan Potter 1 td.)

I AM often asked the question “How do I start a
collection?” and invariably I reply that the most
important thing to do is visit as many premises selling
maps as possible and ask questions. The collector
must have an understanding of what he is buying and
only by visiting a number of map dealers can he learn
the price, condition, quality, etc. of maps and judge
the range and variety available.

It is important for a collector to choose — after
due consideration — a theme on which he would like
to build. The most popular theme to collect is maps
of a particular area and this may be based on where
they live, where they were born, or places they have
visited, However, there are a number of other themes
available such as cycling, road or geological maps and
it 1s possible to start a collection along any theme
without spending a great deal of money. Even double
hemisphere maps of the world or 16th century maps
can be purchased for only a few pounds and it is
possible to build up a collection of great interest and
charm with a degree of rarity and decorative appeal
without spending an enormous amount of money.

Various factors must be taken into consideration
when thinking of starting a collection the most
important being where to buy and the right price to
pay, this being dependent on the vagaries of colour
and rarity.

There are several sources for a map collector —
specialist map dealers of which there is a choice of
over a dozen in and around London; markets; book
shops, antique shops, etc and auction houses.

The specialist map dealer offers the advantage of
expert knowledge and, probably, many years of
experience. The beginner often expects dealers to be
expensive; this is not always so, and the dealer can
offer an expertise that is not necessarily available
from the more general antique dealer, the antique
market, or the auction house where maps are not
always displayed to their best advantage and descrip-
tions are not necessarily correct.

It is particularly important that the collector should
have every confidence in the dealer from whom he
buys. When visiting various dealers consider whether
you are treated in a polite manner and whether the
gallery is a pleasant place to visit where the maps are
kept carefully. Find out how the dealer’s emphasis is
put on spending large sums of money, and what
guarantees are given when discussing investment
potential.

After visiting a number of dealers the potential
collector will probably feel more at ease buying from
one as opposed to another and there is no reason why

he should not concentrate his interests through those
particular dealers in whom he has confidence. I think
all collectors would find — Jooking back on their
purchases that they have made more acquisitions
through a favoured dealer than through a variety of
different dealers. Find out what services the dealer
offers and ask to be placed on his mailing list

Dealers’ catalogues are a very useful means of
learning about maps especially as there is a dearth of
good reference books, although the situation is
gradually improving.

The most important — and exciting — aspect of
visiting dealers is actually being able to handle and
experience the maps rather than reading about them
in books or studying them at a distance in a museum.
One of the joys of map collecting is being able to hold
and examine an historical document with all the
romance and excitement that entails.

Visiting a number of map shops will allow the
collector to gain a good idea of the right price to pay
for a particular map, although this can be sub)ectlve
The Antiquarian Map market 1s a “young” and
“immature” market by comparison with other collect-
ables and does not have a well tried price structure
system and the potential collector may well be
confused by the range of prices asked for apparently
similar items. While the books and catalogues avail-
able may be used as rough guides to price, the
collector has to make his own assessment of the value
of each copy of each map.

Primarily prices relate to the cartographer
concerned and the area portrayed. Demand for
heavily populated areas and the more wealthy
countries is constant and these are therefore more
expensive. Other factors which can affect demand
must also be taken in to account, for instance, the
political situation in Iran or the Falkland Islands.

The same major cartographers have been in
demand for many years and these do tend to be the
most expensive but are not necessarily the rarest. The
rarer items have tended to remain relatively unpopu-
lar as they are not very well documented, and if
collectors do not know of their existence then there

Continued on page 6

“NOTES ON THE CARE OF PAPER”
The Society still has a few copies of the “Notes on

the Care of Paper” prepared by the Conservation Unit
of Birmingham Reference Library. This leatlet gives
good advice on the conservation and restoration of
old paper, mounting and display, storage, and
humidity/temperature tolerances, together with a
short list of UK suppliers of conservation materials.
Copies can be obtained free of charge by sending a
stamped addressed envelope to:

J.R. Beech,

IMCoS Secretary,

14 Echells Close,

Bromsgrove,

Worcs. B61 7EB.









Phillips, 1685-1688 (forts on Channel Islands)
William Roy, Militery Antiquities of Scotland, c. 1750
Wolf’s plan of Quebec, 1759
8) Estate plans
Water conduits at Wormley, c¢. 1250
Snaiton Mill, Yorkshire, c. 1520
Reculver, Kent, 1623 (fragment)
J. Rocque, Irish estates of Earl of Kildare, ¢.1755
9) Later maritime mapping
Capt. Sharpe’s Journal illustrated by William Hack, ¢. 1680
Charts by Captain Cook 1772-1775
Charts by A. Dalymple c. 1780
10) Mapping of other regions of world
a) Latin American (from Bauza Collection)
b) USA a) White/de Brie (printed)
b) Miller plan of New York, 1694
¢) New York, Charleston etc., 1781

King’s MS 48
King’s MS 248
Add. MS 31357 D

Harley MS 391 {£.5-6
Add. MS 62534 £.180
Add. MS 61736
Add. MS 52293

Sloane MS 48
Add. MS 31360
Add. MS 38076

Add. MS 17660
Sloane 1622

Add. MS 15490 £.6
Add. MS 57715

¢) India (from Portuguese Livro do Estado,

c. 1645)

d) Far East: Sumatra by Jan Blaeu, 1645 (I think)

e) Jerusalem in 1150

t) Europe: Battle of Waterloo, 1815

11) Maps from collections of family papers

From the 1st Duke of Marlborough’s papers

(partly printed)

Sloane MS 197

Add. MS 36667, A-C
Add. MS 32343 f.15b
Ad. MS 57652, 12

Add. MS 61342

From the Medici Papers (border between Lucca and Add. MS 48796

Tuscany 1642)
12) Modern maps

Preparatory maps for school atlases c. 1905

13) Miscellanea

G. Poemer’s autograph album, c. 1662-1665

Pocket atlas of forts in England and abroad, c. 1756
Walter Raleigh’s common place book

Volume containing working papers of Barbi¢ du Bocage

family, c. 1780-1825

Letter from G. Mercator to A. Ortelius

It would be invidious to pick out just a few
individual items, but among the finest were earliest
Ptolemaic maps, c. 1250; Vesconte’s portolan chart
of c. 1322; Martellus’ brilliantly coloured world map
showing the first rounding of Africa, c. 1490; the
great Rotz atlas of Henry VIII; an Anglo-Saxon
world map, c. 1000; Lord Burghley’s own copy of
Saxton’s atlas; Captain Cook’s charts, and General
Wolfe’s plan of Quebec. The piece de résistance was

without doubt the vast Desceliers world map of 1550 °

which took four of us to unroll. Beautifully illum-
inated on a vellum, it represents one of the pinnacles
of sixteenth century cartographic art by the Dieppe
school of navigational craftsmen. A large scale colour
facsimile or reproduction is long overdue.

Members are very grateful to the British Library,
and to Peter Barber in particular for arranging this
showing for us. It will whet the appetites for a good
many further visits to the Manuscripts Department to
uncover even more of their large and valuable collec-
tion which is so rarely seen.

STARTING A COLLECTION

Continued trom page 3

can be little demand.

Apart from the variety of areas depicted and the
different cartographers represented, no map is exact-
ly the same as another. Even two copies of the same
map apparently described in fine condition and
original colour are likely to show variations in colour,
impression, margins, watermarks, type of paper etc.
If the maps have been restored or coloured then there
will be variations.
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Add. MS 60511

Egerton MS 1339
Add. MS 22275
Add. MS 57555
Add. MS 15327

Harley MS 7011 article 88

NEW ADVERTISING
RATES

As from this issue of the Journal advertis-
ing space will be charged at the following
rates: —

Quarter page £16.00
Half page £21.00

Full page £37.50
(Classified — 12p per word)

Support the Society and reach map
enthusiasts world-wide by sending your
copy to: —
Advertising Manager
Faith Ashwood
Nuthurst,
Blundel Lane,
Cobham, Surrey.

Advertising space is also available in the

‘1983 Symposium & Map Fair Brochure.

For details of rates and copy deadline
please write to the above address.




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

IN view of the propinquity of Christmas, the follow-
ing final paragraph of my review of David Smith’s

Antique Maps of the British Isles in the last IMCoS

Journal unfortunately was omitted, making my over-

all remarks rather less generous then intended:

“It 1s not too late for readers’ spouses, parents or
children to be hinted at or positively urged to but
David Smith’s book as a highly acceptable Christmas
present which will give much pleasure to all map
enthusiasts.”

RODNEY W. SHIRLEY

(This letter is addressed to our Chairman
Malcolm Young)

Dear Mr Young,
I WISH to thank you and the committee of our

IMCoS for the honour of your offer to represent
our Society here in Italy. My interest in antique maps,
along with that of my wife Fiorenza, is of long stand-
ing. Both our families enumerate many geographers
and our daughter, Margaret, is presently teaching
geography here in Italy.

We have translated into English diverse carto-
graphic works of my father-in-law the late Prof.
Roberto Almagia particularly those relating the
“Carte ancien”. Needless to say, we are friends of
many geographers here in Italy who were students of
my father-in-law or my uncle.

In the past we attended many of Geog. Union
meetings and particularly the “carte ancien” meet-
ings. We were good friends of your reknowned
countryman, the late Rob Skelton and other members
of Imago Mundi Society and are also well acquainted
with many of the map collectors and map dealers here
in Italy and some abroad.

I have taken this opportunity of indicating our
interest in map collecting and I most certainly would
be disposed to meet any member of IMCoS who
might have occasion to visit Italy. I must point out
however that Mrs Maranelli and I spend the summer
months at our home in Cortina D’Ampezzo where
any member would be most welcome to visit us in

this extremely interesting part of Europe.

As to our capability of adding to the membership
of the IMCoS we can only promise to do our very
best.

My very best regards and accept my best wishes to
you and your family for the imminent holidays.

J. D MARANELL

Dear Editor,

OUR readers may like to be informed that over a

hundred leading antiquarian book dealers from
all over Britain and from the United States,
Denmark, Holland, Italy, Israel, South Africa and
West Germany will be exhibiting at the 25th Anti-
quarian Book Fair to be held at the Europa Hotel,
Grosvenor Square, London W1, on 14th, 15th and
16th June, 1983.

They will be offering for sale books on every
conceivable subject, incunabula to modern first
editions, together with manuscripts, documents,
autograph letters, musical scores, prints, maps and
atlases.

Besides rare and costly volumes, bibliophiles will
also find at the Fair a wide choice of books priced at
under fifty pounds, some indeed at only a few
pounds, evidence that it is still possible to build up a
collection on a relatively modest budget and there is
something to suit all tastes.

The Fair will be opened on 14th June at 11.00 by
Godfrey Smith, newspaper columnist and novelist,
collector of 20th century first editions.

A feature of the Fair will be a Loan Exhibition,
“Great Events of the Victorian Era”, arranged by the
Victorian Society, which, like the Fair, celebrates its
Silver Jubilee this year.

The Fair will be open from 11.00 to 20.00 (last day
closing at 19.00). There is no admission charge. It is
organised by The Antiquarian Booksellers” Associa-
tion (International), founded in 1906. Chairman of
the Fair Committee is Robert Vaughan of Stratford-
upon-Avon.

Yours sincerely
HEATHER McCONNELL,
Public Relations

IMCoS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FUTURE MEETINGS

IMCoS 3rd ANNUAL MAP FAIR AND
LONDON SYMPOSIUM

Please see back cover of this Journal for details
about:

IMCoS Symposium and Map Fair — 11th & 12th
June, 1983 Forum Hotel (formerly Penta Hotel)
including Annual Dinner Saturday, 11th, 1983
evening.

AGM

Enclosed with this Journal you will find all the
paperwork relevant to our AGM being held in
Birmingham on Saturday, 26th March.

BRISTOL MEETING — 22nd OCTOBER, 1983
We are planning a rather interesting day on
Saturday, 22nd October at the Fine Art Gallery,
Bristol where Mrs Anne Campbell-MacGuiness will
address us on “Bristol and the Discovery of the New
World”. Further details will be made available in
future issues of the Journal.
7



Pan! & Mona Nicholas
The Penthouse, Caleot Grange
Mill Lane, Calcot

Reading, England
Tel: Reading 411706

Fanl ¢ Mona Nicholas are pleased to
provide a personal service for beginners,
collectors and dealers of moderate/
medinm size.

A general stock list is available each month

_tree of charge, main interests being
Travel Books, Maps & DPrints of
Americus, West Ind. & World.

Th’e,Carson Clark
Gallery '

‘For fine quality antique maps anc charts

of all parts of the world.

In fact everything for the collec:¢r o
Discovery, Travel & Topogracty

Stock includes items published berwee~
1500-1900.

Confidential consultations on vaiuation |

whether buying or selling.

Specialist advice on investment. Calil at

our lovely Gallery in the heart of
. Historic Edinburgh or write to:

A Carson Clark Fras

| - SCOTIA MAPS —MAPSELLERS

173 Canongate
The Royal Mile
- Edinburgh EH8 8BN
Tel: 031-556-4710

Catalogues issued on request.

Jonathan Potter Ltd.

No. 1 GRAFTON STREET,
LONDON W1X 3LB

01-491 3520
01-493 3810

Please visit our Gallery at No. 1
- Grafton Street in the heart of
London’s West End where we have
a fine collection of interesting, rare
and decorative antique maps of all
parts of the world. We also have a
very good selection of in-print and .
~ out-of-print reference books on the
history of Cartography.

If you cannot visit us please inform
us of your specific interests so we
can place you on our mailing list.

“ ANTIQUARIAN Y|

MAPS

THE AMERICAS
and other parts of the World
llustrated Catalogue XIX
offering 800 Maps & Prints
$3.00 Airmail

Loapitt Kor S Ky
Box 64 - Osprey

_ \ Florida 33559 - U.S.A. r




INFORMATION SERVICE FOR MEMBERS
by ALAN BARTLETT

LTHOUGH tfounded in the United Kingdom

and now soundly established there, our Society
is dedicated to bringing together the map collecting
fraternity throughout the world. The appointment of
representatives In various countries, with others to
come, is evidence of that process, as was the holding
of the International Symposium of the Society in
Amsterdam during early October, with Munich
expected to follow in 1983 and possibly U.S.A. in
1984.

A further part of the bringing together process
must be the exchange and dissemination of informa-
tion of use to members everywhere. Starting with this
issue of our Journal, although initially in a small way,
information will be provided about an area of
interest, especially but not exclusively, to members
visiting or corresponding with other countries.

“Dealer Details” will provide particulars and
comments on some selected dealers, with an
emphasis on those who are smaller, specialised, or for
whom maps are only part of their business and who
thus may be less readily located. This does not pre-
clude, however, any larger dealers who are offering
something new or are otherwise worthy of note.

Both non-dealer, as well as dealer members, are
strong]y encouraged to feed in information and
suggestlons that will help make “Dealer Details” an
ongoing source of useful facts and views. In due
course, it may be that the Society could develop this
into a continuously updated international dealer
guide.

This service can only be as good as the information
that is obtained if you have any relevant details now,
or come across anything of interest in the future,

please don’t hesitate; write at once to:
Alan Bartlett,
2B Fontmell Park,
Ashford,
Middlesex, U.K.
TW15 2NW

DEALER DETAILS

SORRENTO,ITALY

Those holidaying or passing through this delighttul
resort will find more than enough to occupy their
time. Since this is likely to include browsing through
the many small shops, especially in the maze of streets
in the old “Greek” quarter, members need take no
Jeave from family or friends to search for the few
places of cartographic interest.

There are several antique, or more accurately,
“jank” shops with the odd map or so, and one or two
art or print dealers displaying an occasional map.

The single place of real interest, however, is part of
an establishment in the narrow Via dell’Accademia,
run by Luigi di Leva. He specialises in antique
books, paintings, prints and the like, relating to the
Naples area and Southern Italy. This includes a small
but interesting stock of maps, including some good
examples such as de Vaughondy, Robert and de Fer.

For members not restricting themselves to their
own speciality or area, one of these maps could make
a very attractive souvenir of Sorrento.

The shop address is:

La Trappola
21-23 Via dell’ Accademia.

When not at the shop, Luigi di Leva can usually
be contacted at Via Aranci 145, telephone (081)
8783159.

“ANSWERS"

A regular column to answer your map conser-
vation and restoration queries — conducted by
Johan M. Hermans. Please address your ques-
tions to: The IMCoS Editor, Box 70, London N3
3QQ, England.

DAVID GILES Huntingdon

Q. Is sunlight very harmful to properly framed
and exhibited Maps?

A. In one word, yes, very much so. The pro-
blem would need extensive guidance and
explanation and hopefully with a few more
specific questions it will be possible to add more
information to the following answer.

All other factors being under control, paper
seems to live best in darkness. This may be one
of the reasons why many old maps have come
down to us in resonably good condition. Until
comparatively recent times, collections were
often kept in books or portfolios drawers or

cabinets, and only occasionally brought into the
light for viewing. Today, the papers are hung on
bright walls for indefinite and undisturbed
periods, exposed to full light.

Light rich in high frequency radiation (UV) is
responsible for photo-chemical changes. It weakens
paper and makes it brittle by causing the breakdown
of cellulose through many other atmospheric condi-
tions. Whether or not discoloration also results may
depend upon other factors, for example, pure
cellulose bleaches in light, whereas lignified paper
(made of wood) become vyellow. The same
light that can harm the paper will also fade many
colours (dyes and pigments) inks etc.

The British Standard  specitication  tor the
exhibition of works of art on paper allows a light
level not exceeding 501X (a dark room), this not only
applies to daylight but also to fluorescent tubes.

We are undertaking a research project on
specially treated polyester films which could be
placed in front of frame or window and will cut
out most U.V. light. The initial results are very
encouraging,.
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Authentic Antique Maps

XVIth-XIXth Century ANTlQUARlAN MAP

_%/W AND PRINT FAIRS

% o the
%%” BONNINGTON

L romered HOTEL

® Worldwide Postal Business
WELL HOUSE, ARNESBY, LEICESTER LE8 3W/. Southampton Row, London W.C.1.

(Tel: 053 758 462) Map and print-sellers
of national and international repute

® Showroom 4 : )
oW exhibit for sale a wide selection of

STAND C24/25, Grays in the Mews,

Davies Mews, London W1. items from five centuries.
“Me thinkes it would well please any man to look upon a .
Geographical map, to behold as it were, all the remote FO’I‘bm’”l”g dates — MOﬂdd)/J
Provinces, Townes, Citties of the world March 14th, Aprll 1 1th, May ch
from: Anatomy of Melancholy — Robert Burton 1621 930 am-8. OOP”I
Enquiries welcome from all over the world. Admission free; browsers welcome.

Special discounts for postal collectors and the trade.

Subscribe to

ﬁ'ﬂ]@ MAFJCUINNEGI O R

The world’s leading
journal for
lovers of
early maps

® Articles

® News

® Book Reviews
® Auction Reports
® Advertisements

Published quarterly.
For details write to: —
Map Collector Publications Ltd., P.O. Box 53, Church Square, 48 High Street,
Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 5BH, England. Telephone: Tring (044 282) 4977
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INTERNATIONAL MAP COLLECTORS SOCIETY
SYMPOSIUM AND ANNUAL MAP FAIR

FORUM HOTEL (previously London Penta)
Saturday & Sunday, 11th & 12th June, 1983

Make a note of these dates in your diary NOW and make sure you
don’t miss the Society’s most important eventin 1983

Saturday, 11th June, 1983
IMCoS SYMPOSIUM

11.00 Welcome by Rodney Shirley (coffee served from 10.30 a.m.)
11.10 “The Great Ven den Hem Atlas in Vienna’ by Dr. Gunter Schilder
12.00 ““Cartographic Curiosities’ by Gillian Hill

12.45 LUNCH — own arrangements

14.00 “The Growth of Military Surveying” by Peter Clark

14.45 *‘Starting a Map Collection” by David Smith

15.30 ‘‘Starting a Map Collection’ by David Smith

15.30 TEA

15.45 Panel of Experts

16.30 Close

g IMCoS ANNUAL DINNER %g
20.00 The IMCoS Annual Dinner is now a well-established Society event — meet

the Committee, Councillors and fellow map enthusiasts in a convivial atmo-
? sphere. The 1983 Society Awards will be presented at the Dinner. g?

Sunday, 12th June, 1983

* The majority of dealers who attended the 1982 Map Fair have indicated they will
be taking stands at the Third Annual Map Fair in 1983.

* We are expecting the 1983 Fair to be on an even larger scale than this year and
hope to see a greater number of overseas dealers in attendance.

* There will be an important Exhibition of over 100 items of rare and unusual
Cartographic Curiosities throughout the weekend — don’t miss this opportunity
to see maps in all sorts of strange and curious disguises.

* Special rates available at the Forum Hotel for members wishing to stay in London
during the course of the week.

* Symposium rates available at the Forum Hotel for members wishing to stay in
London during the course of the week.

* Symposium registration fee — £5 (inclusive of tea and coffee). Dinnerfee — £15

per head (inclusive of all charges and wine). Admission to Map Fair — FREE.
For further details and pre-registration please contact: —

Alan Bartlett,
2b Fontmell Park

Ashford, Middlesex
Tel: 01-354 2599
Telex: 896462 (Inform G)
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