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Guest Editorial

Most readers of the IMCoS Journal will
be associated directly or indirectly with
the collecting of early maps. But how
many will have stopped to wonder why
people become collectors. Is it something
lurking in the genes or is it conditioning?
In other words, 1s a collector born or
made?

Ibelieve they are born. As a colleague
of mine put it so succinctly, “nature or
nurture, that’s an age old question but I
come down on the side of nature every
time!” He is a map and stamp collector
and believes the desire to acquire things is
in his blood. *I started collecting stamps
at the age of four and at about the same
time began drawing maps. Ever since I've
been hooked on both.” Laszl6 Grof, a well
known collector of maps of Hungary, be-
lieves that all human beings are natural
magpies and itis merely a question of how
this desire to acquire and gather manifests
itself. I also feel that what you collect is
shaped by events and circumstances in
your life. For example, it is no good aspir-
ing to a collection of Fabergé eggs on a
budget that will only run to a few china
thimbles. It also follows that you are far
more likely to become a map collector if
you have an interest in history, travel and
geography. I doubt if there are many map
collectors who spend their annual holi-
days at home painting the house. Far more
likely that they are out there travelling the
world and acquiring that next edition from
a little shop in the rue something.

During the past sixteen years spent
editing The Map Collector I have become
fascinated by the psychology of collectors
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and collecting. The Oxford English Dic-
tionary describes a collector as “one who
or that which collects or gathers together.”
No clue there at all as to what motivates
us to collect or gather; no hint of the
emotions and feelings which must be
there when we decide to acquire things. Is
it covetousness or the desire to own some-
thing which is another’s? Could it be
greed? I don’t think so. Of course, there
must be some element of covetousness
involved, but that would apply to the map
as an object disregarding the attraction of
its artistic appeal, its historical associ-
ations, the story it has to tell of the area it
depicts, the fascination of that windhead
in the top right hand corner or that ....az-
ing monster rising out of the sea just left
of Iceland. And what about the fun in
discovering that some islands which ap-
pear on my map have completely disap-
peared on later editions (including that
one called California!)

Sharing a hotel room with IMCoS
membership secretary, Caroline Batche-
lor, recently gave me a chance to quiz her
on the ‘born not made theory’. “Oh, defi-
nitely learned from my father”, was her
reply. Caroline’s father had been a great
collector of antique silver but with a sec-
ondary interest in other antiques and she
is convinced that her enthusiasm for col-
lecting came from him. She has a wonder-
ful collection of maps of Africa but also
collects teaspoons, wooden boxes, and
books on travel. So Caroline does not
agree with my theory and there may be
other dissenters out there. What are your
thoughts on the matter? Why not write and



let us know

This is the first time I have been in-
vited to contribute to your Society’s Jour-
nal, although I have written about IMCoS
and its activities on many other occasions
for other periodicals. I would like to take
this opportunity to pay a tribute to all those
who run the Society with such unfailing
enthusiasm., I recollect that when the So-
ciety was being formed there were dis-
senters and sceptics — particularly with
regard to the ‘international’ element. But
oh boy, look at ’em now! Members in
countries all over the world, UK sympo-
siums, symposiums abroad, an annual
map fair and a reputation second to none.
Such things could not have come about
without the dedication and hard work of
those volunteers who run the organisa-
tion. As many of you know, I am a great
believer in flying the flag for map collect-
ing and it is a comforting thought to know
that IMCoS is in there pitching as well.

The Society’s success has continued
this year with the London Symposium
reported at length in this issue. Here, as
very often happens, members were given
a rare opportunity to see a specially se-
lected number of maps from an institution.
In this case, the Public Record Office at

Chancery Lane, London, which opened its
doors to reveal a few secrets including an
original drawing of a Saxton estate plan
found recently. I certainly lusted after
that! A sad postscript to that event is that
it marked the last public appearance of
Professor Oswald Dilke who died on July
10. The fact that many of us knew he had
a heart problem did nothing to allay the
shock and sadness at the news. His exper-
tise on Greek and Roman maps will be
difficult to replace.

Peter Barber’s paper on official maps
which are in the British Library rather
than the PRO is also published in this
issue, together with Geraldine Beech’s
paper on tithe maps. These are large-scale
maps which resulted from a land tax im-
posed in the 1800s in England and the
PRO has the largest collection in exist-
ence. Geraldine is former Head of the Map
Department at the PRO and an expert on
tithe maps (see her article in The Map
Collector, Issue 33, December, 1985).

So don’t forget, do let us have your
views on the ‘nature or nurture’ debate. I
hope you enjoy this issue of the Journal,
and make sure you keep trawling through
that “great dust-heap called ‘history’”.

VALERIE G. SCOTT

IMCoS Membership List

With this issue of the Journal comes an
up-dated list of our members. We plan to
send this out every other year, with the
Autumn number. A few members choose
not to have their names included, so you
may miss an acquaintance you know to be
a member. But that apart, we have in-
cluded all those who have paid up to the

current date. Itis a help, in the administra-
tion of what has now become a very large
and far-flung society, if members would
send in their subscription as early as
possible in the year, and not wait to be
reminded, or better still, take advantage of
the new ten-year subscription. Rates can
be found on page 25 in this issue.









income of wealthy landowners who just
happened to have inherited rectorial
lands, and non-Anglicans, particularly
non-conformists, were opposed to provid-
ing financial support for the established
church. From the mid-eighteenth century,
there had been considerable pressure for
reform of the system and in 1836, after
several abortive Bills, parliament passed
the Tithe Commutation Act 1836 which
provided for the abolition of all remaining
tithes in kind and their replacement by
monetary payments to be called tithe rent-
charges. It should be noted that because
the Act applied only to those areas (about
two thirds of the parishes in England and
Wales) in which there were still uncom-
muted tthes, tithe maps were only made
of those areas. Itis a common misconcep-
tion that there are tithe maps of the whole
country.

A Tithe Commission was set up to
administer the Act and the country was
divided into tithe districts which were
usually based on ecclesiastical parishes.
The total rentcharge payable in each tithe
district was based on the prices of wheat,
barley and oats during the preceding
seven years and this total was to be
divided among the local landowners in
proportion to the extent of their holdings
within the tithe district. In order for these
proportions to be computed and the total
rentcharge to be correctly apportioned, it
was necessary to have an accurate survey
of all the lands in the tithe district. In 1836,
however, there were few maps at a suffi-
ciently large scale for this purpose. The
Act therefore provided that each tithe dis-
trict should be surveyed and the Govern-
ment appointed Captain Robert Dawson
of the Royal Engineers to superintend the
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production of maps for the purpose of the
Act. Dawson was anxious that advantage
should be taken of this opportunity to
produce a cadastral survey of the two
thirds of the country affected by the Act,
but neither the Government nor, in most
areas, the landowners were willing to bear
the costs of such an undertaking and Daw-
son’s hopes were unrealised.

More than 11,800 athe districts in
England and Wales were surveyed. Each
map was made in triplicate, one to be
deposited with the Tithe Commission, one
in the parish chest and one in the diocesan
registry. The Tithe Commission’s set is
now in the Public Record Office at Kew;
the diocesan and, sometimes, the parish
copies are normally in local record of-
fices. The maps vary enormously in size,
scale, accuracy and appearance. Some are
as small as 16" x 12"; others are 24 feet or
more in length. Since the Act allowed the
landowners to use any map with which
they themselves were satisfied, many of
the maps annexed to the apportionments
failed to meet the standards of accuracy
for which Dawson hoped. He recom-
mended that all the maps should be drawn
to a uniform scale of three chains to an
inch (1:2,376), but in the event scales
range from between one chain and twelve
chains to an inch, while some of the maps
are manifestly not to scale at all. The Act
did, however, empower the Commis-
sioners to seal those maps which they
considered to be of an acceptable standard
(the so-called ‘first-class maps’), thus dif-
ferentiating them from the so-called ‘sec-
ond-class maps’. Only about one sixth of
all the tithe maps bear the seal and certifi-
cation of the Commissioners. Dawson
also drew up a set of conventional signs to
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‘The Ones that Got Away’

Maps of government and administration in the
British Library

The maps in the Public Record Office can
be likened to a vast quarry of official
mapping most of which is still waiting to
be discovered and exploited. Yet the PRO
does not have a monopoly of maps relat-
ing to government and administration.
From the time of its creation in the 1750s
the British Museum was generally re-
garded as the appropriate place of deposit
for official maps that had escaped from
official guardianship. Like the PRO’s
predecessors, it was in effect a national
institution. Yet, unlike the PRO, the Mu-
seum regularly acquired collections of
manuscripts and single items from private
individuals and families and had an ac-
quisitions budget. Over the years, this
‘rescue’ role became an ever more signi-
ficant part of the Museum’s raison d’ étre
and it was one that was taken over by the
British Library on its foundation in 1973.

In 1757 George II presented the royal
library, dating back to the reign of Edward
IV, to the British Museum. In addition to
published but unannotated atlases that
might once have been used for govern-
ment or administration, such as a first
edition Saxton bound up with Ubaldini’s
account of the Armada, illustrated with
engraving by Ryther after Robert Adams,’'
it also contained the so-called ‘Burghley-
Saxton’ atlas? Both had belonged to
James I who probably took possession of
the ‘Burghley-Saxton’ atlas following the
death in 1611 of Robert Cecil, Earl of

Salisbury and younger son of the Elizabe-
than statesman William Cecil, Lord
Burghley. It is not difficult to see the
volume’s appeal to the King. The ‘atlas’
was compiled from proof sheets of Sax-
ton’s county maps, supplemented by
larger scale manuscript maps (some dat-
ing from the 1540s) and almost all of them
were annotated by Burghley or his clerks
between about 1575 and 1595 to highlight
invasion danger spots and the location of
gen—y families who, if Catholic, were
potential traitors or, if Anglican, potential
justices of the peace.

Although the Crown’s powers grad-
ually diminished in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, our monarchs conti-
nued to play an active part in government
and most realised that they needed appro-
priate maps to enlighten and assist them.
Because of their exalted position, they
were often presented with precisely the
maps that they required. These maps and
atlases were regarded as being so valuable
that the ones acquired after 1660, and
presumably felt still to be relevant, were
withheld from the gift of the royal library
in 1757 to the British Museum.

They only arrived in the British Mu-
seum in the 1820s with King George I1I's
library, and then only in part. The military
maps remain at Windsor; the maritime
atlases and charts were taken by the Ad-
miralty which has gradually been surren-
dering them to British Museum/Library
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since the 1840s.” King George I1I’s Topo-
graphical Collection and his Maritime
Collection were assembled from various
sources. One was the old royal map col-
lection. It included the maps acquired by
Charles IT and James II that had survived
the great fire at Whitehall Palace in 1698;
fragments of William (‘Butcher’), Duke
of Cumberland’s map collection (the bulk
of which remains with the King’s Military
Collection in Windsor Castle), and many
of the atlases, maps and charts that the
English sovereigns had come by in the
course of their official duties.

The maps very much reflect their per-
sonalities and interests and the events of
their reigns. Those dating from the reign
of Charles II are largely colonial and mili-
tary. Most notable among the former is the
‘Duke’s’ plan of New York alias New
Amsterdam (1664) which was presented
to James, Duke of York (later James II)
following its capture from the Dutch and
in the context of efforts to get James to
agree to its renaming.* Among the latter is
a fine map of the French fort of Huningue
on the Rhine, prepared for Louis XTIV of
France himself and adorned with his port-
rait — but illicitly acquired for the British
ambassador at Versailles in 1683 before it
could reach the Sun King.’ The maps and
atlases associated with William III in-
clude a proposal signed by him early in
1697° for improving the fortifications at
Portsmouth against the French King. For
Queen Anne’s reign there are maps of
Alicante’ and Placentia in Newfound-
land.® They are dedicated to her husband,
the Lord High Admiral, Prince George of
Denmark (d.1708), and relate to projects
of conquest, formulated during the War of
the Spanish Succession. In both cases, the
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Blenheim Papers in the British Library’s
Department of Manuscripts clanfy their
background. Dating from the reign of
George I are the surviving manuscript
maps of William Roy’s survey of Scot-
land (1747-55). Undertaken in the wake
of the Jacobite uprising of 1745, this was
the first detailed survey of the Highlands.
It facilitated the subjugation of the clans-
men over the following years as well as
definitively establishing the precise line
of the Anglo-Scottish border.

George I continued the pattern set
by his predecessors, but enormously ex-
panded its scope. Among the maps with
which he was presented are a reduced
copy of the detailed topographical survey
of “*; electorate of Hanover, carried out in
the 1760s and 1770s'® — a predecessor of
the English Ordnance Survey — and the
annotated copy of the version of the Mit-
chell map of North America of 1755 that
was used by the English in the negotia-
tions in Paris that paved the way for the
independence of the USA." Popularly
known as the ‘Red-Lined map’ on account
of the red lines drawn across it, it was
considered to be so politically sensitive
that the Foreign Office took it on long-
term loan soon after its arrival in the Brit-
ish Museum and, after returning it several
years later, refused to allow it to be dis-
played in public for the remainder of the
nineteenth century!'

George did not rest satisfied with re-
ceiving, however. He also took. In par-
ticular he had a habit of retaining for his
library the more interesting maps and
drawings that were enclosed with dispat-
ches sent by colonial governors, diplo-
mats and the military to0 his ministers.
Three fine plans of Botany Bay, Broken



Bay and Port Jackson by Henry Brewer,
including one of the earliest cartographic
depictions of Sydney,” were originally
enclosed in a dispatch from Governor
Phillip to the Home Secretary, Lord
Sydney, of 13 February 1790. While Van-
couver’s chart and related coastal views
of King George III’s Sound in New South
Wales™ were sent, with three drawings of
Sydney and Parramatta by the Spanish-
Italian artist Fernando Brambila, to
Sydney’s successor Dundas by Francis
Grose, the acting Governor of New South
Wales, with his dispatch of 30 May 1793.
In both cases the dispatches survive in the
Public Record Office with sad notes rec-
ording that the enclosures were missing,
while the British Library has the maps
without the text that clarifies them."’
Two hundred years earlier, and be-
lieving that he was creating an English
national library, the antiquary, Sir Robert
Cotton (1571-1631) was behaving in a
not dissimilar way. There is strong evi-
dence that, taking advantage of the disor-
der following the death of Robert Cecil,
Earl of Salisbury, he, like James I, helped
himself to maps from his office.'® In so
doing, howev °, he was doing no more
than the Cecils had before him. William
Cecil was castigated by contemporaries
for taking maps from the library of Henry
VIII, who had commissioned them, in
order to re-utilise them in the service of
his daughter."” It was as well that both men
acted as they did. Spared from the fires
that ravaged the royal palaces and the
vagaries of the public records before the
establishment of the Public Record Office
in the last century, the ‘Cotton’ maps have
survived almost unscathed (a fire in 1731
did relatively little harm to the maps). As

a result the British Library possesses
probably the largest surviving group of
official English sixteenth century map-
ping, numbering some 250 items in all.
The bulk are to be found in the ‘Augustus’
series (named after the bust of the Roman
emperor atop the press in which Cotton
accommodated them). Many others, how-
ever, are still with the letters and papers
that they were intended to illuminate. The
range of the maps is enormous, from
rough sketches by military commanders
in the field"® to exquisite ‘presentation’
maps, such as the handsome anonymous
map of Britain, executed in the style of
Holbein in about 1540 that once adorned
the walls of one of Henry VIII’s palaces.”
The subjects extend from the Lincolnshire
Fens™ to a depiction of China based on
information gathered by an English
envoy” and from plans of buildings to
projects for settlement near Calais,? in
Ireland,” and even Brazil.* Plans of Eng-
lish and Irish forts and harbours, pictorial
battle plans, and maps of the coasts of
England of the 1530s, 1540s, 1580s and
1590s, however, form the largest groups
(Fig. 1). Notall of them came from Burgh-
ley’s collection: in the early 1600s Cotton
acquired a chart of Chesapeake Bay that
had been presented to James I’s short-
lived son Henry, Prince of Wales, in
1607:% many plans of Irish forts were sent
by friends of his while serving there, and
he commissioned copies of the maps that
were beyond his reach. After various vi-
cissitudes and adventures, the Cotton col-
lection became one of the foundation
collections of the British Museum in the
1750s.

Many important official maps have
come to the British Library with the
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nying papers),”’ the originals of Robert
Adams’s plan of the Thames of 1588** and
the Covert-Palmer survey of the coasts of
Sussex (1586),” of which the Library has
long had later copies, and of more recent
date, the map of the Ottoman-Persian
frontier surveyed by the British and Rus-
sians, as arbitrators, in 1869.* This is not
all, however. Because of its universalist
nature the Library has also acquired ‘offi-
cial’ maps of other countries. These em-
brace atlases of forts and fortifies areas
compiled for Henri IV of France’s minis-
ter Sully® and Louis XIV’s war minister
Louvois™ and maps of its colonies in Asia
and Latin America prepared for the Por-
tuguese and Spanish Crowns in the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries (Fig. 3).”
To go into these, however, would require
a further article.
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IMCoS - R.V. TOOLEY AWARD for 1993

The IMCoS-Tooley Award for 1993 has
been presented to Nico Israel of Amster-
dam, in recognition of his outstanding
achievements as an antiguarian book and
map dealer and as publisher of carto-bib-
liographical works of great significance
for the history of cartography.

Nico Israel set up in Amsterdam as an
independent antiquarian bookseller in
1945. His particular interest has been in
cartography, voyages, travel, and books
relating to the sea. Ranked as one of the
most eminent ‘book men’ in the world, he
has handled such works as the unique
example of Gastaldi’s 9-sheet world map
(c.1561), now in the British Library, and
the magnificent pair of Coronelli 3-foot
globes, sold to the Library of Congress.

In 1960, he started publishing, found-
ing three years later, in partmership with
Kees Broekema, the publishing firm of
‘Theatrum Orbis Terrarum’. By 1973 they
had published 36 volumes, comprising

facsimiles of 16th and 17th century at-
lases, such as the main editions of
Pwolemy, Ortelius, and Mercator, and the
six volumes of Braun and Hogenberg’s
Civitates Orbis Terrarum (15721618). All
these works are prefaced by bibliog-
raphical notes by leading scholars, such as
R.A. Skelton and Cor Koeman. One of the
most magnificent productions was
Blaeu’s Grand Atlas in 12 volumes.

Nico Israel’s cartographical publica-
tions included Atlantes Neerlandici, Acta
Cartographica, and Imago Mundi (vols 16
10 26). All these publications have proved
to be of inestimable value to librarians,
map collectors, historians of cartography,
and to dealers, who use them as a constant
reference work.

His friends honoured these achieve-
ments on the occasion of his 70th birthday
in 1989 with the publication of a Festsch-
rift Theatrum Orbis Librorum.

Sarah Tyacke’s Address at IMCoS Dinner

As some members were unable to hear the
speeches, due to unforeseen complica-
tions at the restaurant, Dr Tyacke has very
kindly reconstructed from memory what
she spoke spontaneously:

When I was thinking about what to
say after this lovely Chinese meal I de-
bated what it was which bond collectors,
map dealers, map curators, librarians,
archivists together. I came to the conclu-
sion it was the thrill of discovery of a new
map.

Each of you will have your own fa-

vourite tale to tell of such a discovery,
from the Jenkinson map of Tartary to the
fifteenth century map stuffed up a chim-
ney or to the Rawlinson copper plates
which your President Helen Wallis has
analysed. Some of you, like me, will have
your own favourite map or chart makers
and some, like Andrew Cook, have
devoted a lifeime to the assembly of the
great map and chart publishers. In his case
Alexander Dalrymple. I have yet to meet
anyone who does not like maps although
I was somewhat injured as I attempted to
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watch “Tales from the Map Room” when
my daughter remarked that she could
think of nothing more boring than looking
at various people “going on about maps”.
Luckily my sister made a video for me. So
I shall be able to see the whole of that
series in secret over Christmas! So much
for my map vices which I know you all
share.

As to map collecting itself, it has, as
we all know, an extremely long history.
My own favourite collector, of course, is
Samuel Pepys who must have driven his
map dealing friends mad with his insist-
ence upon meticulous colouring and on
knowing all about the particular editions
of the maps which he acquired. He ac-

tually catalogued his map collection and
indexed it on his own into “land, sea and
mix’t” Like many a collector, he con-
tributed to the literature of map making
and map collecting in the production of
his geographical catalogue and in his at-
tempt to produce a bibliography of nauti-
cal works.

We were all very pleased to see you
at the Public Record Office this afternoon
and we were pleased to show you some of
the quite remarkable maps we have. We
hope you will return to se¢ more, I am also
very pleased to say a few words of con-
gratulation to IMCoS for its thriving acti-
vities and its vitality and to welcome Nico
and Nonni Israel to our midst.

Forthcoming Events in UK

Summer 1994

The 14th IMCoS Annual Symposium
will be held in Cambridge on Friday and
Saturday, 24th & 25th June. In a break
with tradition, it will start with the Annual
Dinner on the Friday evening at the Gon-
ville Hotel, Lensfield Road. On Saturday
there will be visits to map collections in
Cambridge, followed in the aftemoon by
a visit to the Scott Polar Research In-
stitute, with presentation of papers and a
chance to view the collections. Members
should book accommodation as early as
possible as Cambridge will be full then.

Annual Map Fair

The Map Fair will take place on Sun-
day 26th June at the New Connaught
Rooms, Holbom, London.

Maps of Wiltshire
The Wiltshire Archaeological and
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Natural History Society is arranging a
special exhibition of ‘Wiltshire Maps and
Mapmakers, from the Society’s collec-
tons’ from 11th September to 28th Oc-
tober at the Art Gallery, Devizes Museum,
41 Long Street, Devizes SN10 INS.

Maps of the Fens

An exhibition of ‘Maps of the Fen-
lands’ will be held at Wisbech, Fenland
Museum, from Sept 11 to Oct 2.

Informal Evening

The annual evening at the Farmers’
Club, Whitehall will be on Thursday,
January 27th 1994,

Tales from the Map Room

This excellent series of programmes
will be repeated, this time on BBC 1,
sometime in October, 1993, late on Sun-
day evenings.



Maps and Society

A lecture series in the history of cartography organised by Catherine Delano Smith and Tony
Campbell. Meetings are held at the Warburg Institute, Woburn Square at 5.00. Admission is free.
Meetings are open to anyone who is interested and are followed by refreshments.

The programme for 19934 is:

Prof. Stephen Bann (University of Kent): The Map as Index of the Real: Land Art
Dr Karen Severud Cook (The British Library): False Starts: Early Colour Printing of
Prof. David Woodward (University of Wisconsin): The Gastaldi Connection: Italian
Prof. Michael Rogers (SOAS, London): Art and Mapping: [llustrated Ottoman

Prof. Roger Kain (University of Exeter). Maps and History: Cadasters in the Service

Prof. Martin Kemp (University of St Andrews): ‘A Map on which is painted the three

realms of India’: Maps and Topographical Views as ‘Interior Decoration’ in the

Dr J.A. Bennet (Cambridge University): Ptolemy’s Almagest and Geographia: A

Oct 28
and the Authentication of Travel
Nov 18
Geological Maps
Dec 9
Maps of the Americas in the 1560s and 1570s
Jan 20
Campaign Journals
Feb 17
of the State
Mar 17
Renaissance
Apr 21
reassessment of the Significance of Cartography in the Sixteenth Century
May 26 Prof. Barbara Belyea (University of Calgary): Maps, Tribes and Territories:

European and Native Maps of North America 1750-1850

This year IMCoS has become a Sponsor,
along with Jonathan Potter and Laurence
Worms, of t-“3 excellent series of lectures.

In response to the Chairman’s letter, the
organisers, Catherine Delano Smith and
Tony Campbell wrote to thank IMCoS for
the cheque, and continued:

“We have all, I think, enjoyed the
Maps and Society meetings. Much of their
success comes from having an audience
(and an agreeably lively one too!) and in
that respect IMCoS has already con-
tributed largely in its presence and gener-
ously in its enthusiasm. The history of

cartography — like all intellectual en-
deavour — should recognise no boun-
daries; its internationality is but one facet
of this essential inter-connectivity, It is
also one of the most enjoyable!

“Financial support is essential, just to
keep everything else going. We are thus
very grateful indeed for IMCoS’s gener-
osity in volunteering Sponsorship. But
equally valued is the trust and support in
our aims and objectives expressed by your
gesture. Please convey our warm thanks
to your Society and to all concerned.”
Catherine Delano Smith &

Tony Campbell 1 June 1993
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Jonathan Potter |

Jonathan Potter
buys and sells
fine, rare, decorative
and interesting Antique Maps
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International News & Events

1993  12th International Symposium
Mainz & Bonn

10-13 September

Contact: Oswald Dreier-
Eimbcke

Senator Reisedienst

Raboisen 5

D-2000 Hamburg 1

Tel: +40-33 16 06

Fax: +40-33 13 47

13th International S ymposium
Antwerp

21-24 October

Contact: Iizhak Sperling
Voskenslaan 137

B-9000 Gent

Tel: 32-09/222.31.12

Fax: 32-09/222.32.97

14th International Symposium
San Francisco

The Californian Map Society
is contemplating a slight adjust-
ment to the date of the sympo-
sinm to facilitate the arrival of
foreign visitors and better ac-
commodation of other sche-
dules. It will be in early
October.

15th International Symposium
Riga, Latvia

(dates to be decided)

1994

1995

1996

Belgium 1994

The preliminary programme for this
meeting has already gone out, asking
members to express their interest in at-
tending. The theme will be ‘Flanders &
Mercator: a basis for a new Cartography
in the 16th Century’. There will also be an

international map fair, organised by De-
strée Organisation, Rue des Drapiers 46,
B-1050 Brussels (Tel: 32-2-512 44 42,
Fax: 32-2-502 44 43). Members who wish
to know more, should contact Destrée Or-
ganisation.

From USA

Charles Burroughs writes to inform
members about the ‘Unveiling of the
Renovated Hassler Memorial Monument’
at Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia.
This will take place on Saturday, 18 Sep-
tember, 1993.

The original monument to Ferdinand
Rudolf _ _assler (1770-1843) was erected
by officers of the Army and Navy Coast
Survey detailed to assist Hassler as the
first Superintendent of the United States
Coast Survey.

I! WARWICK LEADLAY !I
MVAPS mu\u

ANTIQUARIAN
MAPS, PRINTS. ATLASES
AND ILLUL . i ihi s ECOKS
BOUGHT & SOLD

EXPERT COLOURING,
MOUNTING AND FRAMING

INDIVIDUAL LISTS
ISSUED ON REQUEST

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

5 NELSON ROAD,
GREENWICH,
LONDON SE10 9]B
TEL: 081858 0317 FAX: 081853 1773
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REIss & AUVERMANN

Specialized Auctioneers of Rare Books, Prints & Maps

Two auction sales per annum

Richly illustrated catalogue with detailed

bibliographical descriptions available on
request (DM 30; outside Europe $ 40)

Please inquire about our terms for sale by
auction

Our sales always include a large section of
rare and early maps of all parts of the world

Adelheidstralle 2 - D-6240 Konigstein

30 min. from Frankfurt/Main airport
Phone: 49/6174/1017 - Fax: 49/6174/1602

TN Ne 8l | J.A.L. FRANKS LTD.

Gallery 7 NEW OXFORD STREET,
Eort i ani 4 eran aloans of LONDON, WC1A 1BA
O G e won oo o pense Telephone: 071 405 0274
Infact everything for the collector of Discovery. Travel & F ax: 071 430 1259
Topography.
Stock includes items published between Comprehensive stock of maps of
1500-1900. all parts of the world from the
Confidential consultations on valuation 16th to the 19th centuries.

whether buying or selling.

Specialist advice oninvestment. Call at our lovely Gallery
in the heart of Historic Edinburgh or write to We particularly specialise

~ in small, early maps.

A Carson Clark FRGs
SCOTIA MAPS-MAPSELLERS

173 Canongate We welcome any enquiries.
The Royal Mile

Edinburgh EH8 8BN
Tel: 031-556-4710 We usually attend the monthly

Bonnington Map Fairs.

Catalogues issued on request




From Hungary

Dr Zsolt Torok writes that a special
copy of his ‘Miinster America Cartart
Facsimile’ was presented to King Juan
Carlos of Spain as a present on August 3,
1992, exactly 500 years after Columbus
set sail for the Indias, and on 12 October
a Hungarian sailing boat set off to follow
the same route. The sole navigator, Capt.
Istvan Kopar, arrived safely at San Salva-
dor in the Bahamas in December, and

presented a copy of the Facsimile to
George Bush, President of the United
States.

Dr Torok is following this success
with more hand-made originals, this time
the Ulm 1482 Piolemy atlas. The edition
will be limited to 100 sets, making thisone
of the rarest modem collector’s items. Dr
Torok is keen that it should go to map
enthusiasts (IMCoS members!) and wel-
comes enquiries. His address is on p. 39.

IMCoS TRAVEL GRANTS

The Executive Committee of IMCoS has
decided to use the assets of IMCoS ac-
cruing from invested monies to help
young members attend the society’s sym-
posia. Itis proposed that Travel Grants, to
start with one per year, to the value of
£300 be awarded to assist young members
to travel to, or stay at, the location of either
the annual UK symposium, for those com-
ing from outside the UK, or the interna-
tional symposium, for those coming from
outside the host country.

Members are invited to submit their
application for the award of this Travel
Grant, if they fulfil the following require-
ments:

1. They should have been a fully paid-up
member of IMCoS for two calendar
years before the year in which the sym-
posium is held.

2. They should be under the age of 32 years
at the time of the symposium.

3. They should undertake to write a report of

their attendance at the symposium for
publication in the IMCoS Journal.

4. The application should state the member’s
date of birth, and be recommended by
two fully paid-up members of IMCoS.

A Travel Grant committee composed
of the President of IMCoS, the Executive
Chairman, and the International Chair-
man will decide upon the recipient of the
award each year.

Suitable applications are invited at
any time during the year, stating the sym-
posium for which the Travel Grant is re-
quested.

The decision of the Travel Grant
Committee will be final, and no further
correspondence will be entertained. If an
applicant’s proposal is not accepted, they
are free to apply again, so long as they
fulfil the above requirements.

Applications should be sent to:

The Chairman, IMCoS
240B Kentish Town Rd
London NWS5 1DD
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AUCTION SALES IN HAMBURG

Auction 19: 12th November, 1993 Auction 20: 13th November, 1993
Maps and Views, Decorative Prints, Valuable Books
Sport and Marine Prints Autographs

Please write for our detailed catalogues.
Consignments for our auctions are always welcome.

HENNER WACHHOLTZ KG

BUCH- UND KUNSTANTIQUARIAT - AUKTIONEN
Mittelweg 43 (Ecke Hansastrasse) D - 20110 Hamburg
Tel. (01049) - 40 - 44 04 14 — Fax (01049) - 40 - 410 76 87

Specialists in fine
atlases and maps

"Kenneth Nebenzahl, Inc
PO Box 370

-8 w/@ {
\gﬁx Glencoe 1llinois 60022
Phone:708/835-0515
Fax:708/835-0519

S . ool

Dealers. Appraisers, Consultants - Established 1957 - Member ABA4/ILAB




Letter to the Editor

Dear Madam

R.A. Skelton (County Atlases of the
BritishIsles, 1970, no. 2) recorded a set of
county maps on playing-cards published
in 1590 and signed W.B. inuent.

In 1972, Sylvia Mann and I described
and illustrated a previously unrecorded
pack of cards, which had been found in the
Print Room at the British Museum. This
pack contained county maps and other
information, which had been copied from
the 1590 pack (see Mann, S. & D. King-
sley, Map Collectors’ Series, no.87,
1972). It 1s of English origin, dating from
the early part of the reign of James 1.

One of the title cards in this later pack
is inscribed W. Bowes Inventor. The Jack
of Clubs bears the inscription GILLAM A
CART in the position usually occupied by
the name of the maker. We postulated that
this perhaps stood for William of Cards,
and therefore that the maker’s name was
William Bowes. Also that he was the
W.B. of the 1590 pack.

The Journal of the International Pla-
ying-Card Society, Vol. XVI, no. 2 of
November 1992 carries an article enttled
Portrait de Rouen No. 2 ou portrait an-
glais by Thierry Depaulis. This article
identifies GILLAM A CART as Guillemme
Acart, a member of a Rouennais family of
playing-card makers. It further establishes
that the design of the court cards in the
Bowes pack, which was to become the
standard design on English playing-cards,
originated in Rouen possibly in 1567, but
probably much earlier.

It would appear, therefore that
Bowes copied his court cards from a

Rouennais pack made by Guillemme
Acart, but did not remove the inscription
on the Jack of Clubs. Alternatively, he
may have commissioned Acart to design
the court cards for him (the possibility that
the whole pack was engraved or printed in
Rouen is remote).

In the light of this new evidence, and
in the absence of further research, it would
be unsafe to assume that Bowes’ first
name was William. In the meantime,
therefore, the maker of these two sets of
county maps should be referred to as W.
Bowes, not William Bowes.

In the same paper we described and
illustrated (Plate X'VIIIa) a single card cut
from a map of England. Since then a num-
ber of other cards from the same pack have
been found, and it has been established
that they were produced from a James
Moxon map of 1689 entitled A New Mapp
of ye KINGDOM of ENGLAND ... (Brit-
ish Llbrary no. 1175(119) (see Wayland,
V., ‘Lenthall Pack No. XII . ..” in Journal
of the International Playing-card Society,
Vol. X, no.3, February 1982).

DAVID KINGSLEY
Westerham, Kent

Gift of slides

to IMCoS Slide Library
Mrs Elizabeth Stephenson has very
kindly donated the photographs of
maps collected by her late husband
Clifford to IMCoS. Our photographer
is most impressed with the efficient
way each slide is labelled. Our thanks
to Mrs Stephenson for her thoughtful
gesture.
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Book Review

Tales from the Map Room. BBC Conti-
nuing Education and Training Television,
produced by Julian Stenhouse, six 1/2
hour programmes broadcast on BBC 2,
May/June 1993.

Tales from the Map Room, by Peter
Barber & Christopher Board. London,
BBC Books, 1993. ISBN 0563367849.
192 pages, very many illustrations.
£16.99.

‘Tales from the Map Room’ must
rank as one of the most thorough and
detailed expositions of the scope and
meaning of cartography ever unveiled be-
fore the British viewing public. The
series, together with the publication of the
accompanying book, provide even those
with only a passing interest in maps with
much to whet their appetites.

A particularly welcome aspect both
of the television series and the book is that
they go well beyond mere description of
old maps as pretty but sterile documents;
rather they bring them to life by reinte-
grating them with their contemporary
context. This trend of bringing history to
life is one currently finding favour in the
museum world and with others concerned
with presenting our heritage to the public.
It is gratifying to see it extended to the
presentation of our cartographic legacy.

My general verdict on the television
series and the book is that they provide
valuable insights not only to the interested
lay person, but also to those specialising
in the history of cartography and wishing
to broaden their knowledge sull further.

Both are in six parts, well presented
and accessible to the non-specialist. The

book is excellent value for money, being
furnished with illustrations on every
double page, many in colour. The partici-
pation in both the television series and the
book of such a number and range of con-
tributors should demonstrate the immense
scope of cartography — something which
touches all our lives in almost every con-
ceivable aspect. Both book and pro-
gramme cover the same range of topics,
but it is disappointing that the content and
sequence of both are not the same, as that
would have given the interested viewer
the chance to pursue some topics in a little
more depth in the book. The general topics
covered are the role of maps in statecraft,
navigation, warfare, urban planning and
improvement, and decepton — with the
first programme having the intriguing title
‘A Tissue of Lies’. The coverage of the
history of cartography is thus wide. The
treatment of context in both the pro-
grammes and the accompanying volume
lends both interest and scholarly integrity.

A few examples will illustrate the
value of the venture both to the lay person
and the initiated in bringing together the
complex and the accessible. The most re-
vealing point for the uninitiated is that
cartography is not a neutral technology.
This is made clear in the description of
Norden’s 1607 ‘Surveyor’s Dialogue’
which the programme reveals was as
much an enquiry into ‘the dubious mor-
ality of the trade’ as a technical treatise.
The proposition that maps were the means
whereby good men lost their land is dis-
cussed, showing that the act of devising
and drawing a map has long been seen as
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neither neutral nor without consequence.
Other illuminating examples are also ad-
duced to show the value judgements im-
plicit in recording foreign lands: the
depiction of the ‘weird, the flesheaters and
the headless’ on European maps of parts
of the then little known world.
Furthermore, it is made clear that
maps did not emerge in some sort of auto-
matic way as a result of a range of social
and economic changes in the early mod-
ern period. Maps have personalities be-
hind them; individuals were the driving
force behind map-consciousness, a point
nicely illustrated in the many case studies
which present maps in their contemporary
context almost as much as biographies of
their originators as topographic records.
Maps are shown as agents for change
in the societies which fostered them. This
is clear from the map made by the phys-
ician John Snow in 1852 which graphi-
cally and convincingly linked the spatial
distribution of cholera outbreaks with a
particular infected water pump in Soho.
Similarly revealing insights are provided
by the depiction of Booth’s maps showing
the distribution of poverty and wealth in
London from the ‘vicious and semi-crimi-
nal’ to the uppermost classes in society.
A critical appreciation of the the map
as a source of historical evidence also
emerges; both the series and the book
acquainting the audience with the limita-
tions of maps as objective representations.
On the other hand, it is now possible to see
how maps have been used to recapture
patterns of the past; as in the restitution of
the details of the former landscaped Pains-
hill Park using evidence from eighteenth
century estate plans.
Another welcome feature is the treat-
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ment of contemporary maps as part of the
continuing process of cartographic his-
tory. This is clear in the depiction (in the
book) of a map of deprivation in London
based on 1981 census material. The state
of the art is also illustrated where an
example of Ordnance Survey Superplan
digital mapping is used to show the latest
production techniques of the national
mapping agency, whilst pointing out the
generalisation and limitations of the infor-
mation shown.

A couple of minor criticisms might be
mentioned on what otherwise has been a
most commendable undertaking. The
book does not generally include keys to
the symbols and schemes of repre-
sentation used on the maps it reproduces.
This is regrettable because the meaning
may escape even the initiated. Also, the
television programmes, on occasion, use
the gimmick as a device to keep viewers
watching. This verges on irritation when
a dog is supposedly chasing Norden, the
17th century cartographer — and a dog is
not even seen! However, in general, such
temptations are avoided and the series
provides a fine balance between the inter-
ests of the general viewer and the
speci~*3t.

Tales from the Map Room — both
book and television series — represent a
triumph of publicity for the ever-expan-
ding field of the history of cartography.
Both are entertaining, informative and
authoritative. The main strength of the
whole venture is that it presents maps as
living and significant documents in the
cultures which created them. To this end,
the biographical allusion which the series
title comprises is most appropriate.

DAVID FLETCHER
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