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Directors of Imago Mundi, Associate Edi-
tor of The Map Collector and, of course,
President of the International Map Collec-
tors’ Society.

Helen was awarded an OBE in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours in 1986 and
among other deserved awards for her con-
tributions to cartography were an Hon. D.
Litt. from Davidson College, North Ca-
rolina, Membre d’Honneur of the Societé
de Géographie, Paris, Gold Medal of the
British Cartographic Society, Distin-
guished Achievement Award of the So-
ciety of Women Geographers,
Washington DC, Caird Medal of the Na-
tional Maritime Museum, Greenwich, and
the first woman Honorary Member of the
International Cartographic Association.

When the time for Helen’s retirement
came she was presented with a specially
bound book with a bibliography of all her
published works to date. This list, com-
piled by Terry Kay, was issued in The
Map Collector (issue no. 40, Autumn
1987, pp. 30-38) and is an enlightening
reflection of the breadth of Helen’s aca-
demic and cartographic studies. It took her
literary output up to mid-1987 and it is
hoped that a full listing can now be com-
piled as a lasting tribute. One of her most
recent publications was the book Histo-
rian’ s Guide to Early British Maps (1994)
which she edited in conjunction with
Anita McConnell. Two other works to
which she added her own special imprint
were Cartographical Innovations (writ-
ten with A.H. Robinson), published by
Map Collector Publications in association
with the International Cartographic Asso-
ciation, 1987, and Maps and Text of the
Boke of Idrography presented by Jean
Rotz to Henry VIII, published by Viscount

Eccles for the Roxburghe Club, 1981.
This was chosen by the Queen as a suit-
able gift for the Reagans on their first
presidential visit to Britain.

In 1986 I was casting around for a
successor after my six-year spell as Presi-
dent of IMCoS. It did not seem possible to
try and entice Helen, as eminent Head of
the British Library Map Library and with
so many international responsibilities,
into this role. But a week or so after a most
pleasurable lunch for both of us she said
she would be delighted to accept, and so
began what I believe was an exceptionally
fruitful and enjoyable commitment. She
brought all her world-wide contacts into
play for the benefit of IMCoS, and took
over to perfection the important ambassa-
dorial Presidential role at IMCoS’s inter-
national meetings between 1987 and 1993
— Jerusalem, Zagreb and Dubrovnik,
Athens, Washington, Singapore, Sidney,
Madrid, and Mainz and Bonn. It was of
great regret to her that she was unable to
be present at IMCoS’s most recent Sym-
posium in Antwerp in October 1994.

Helen’s death came after a year com-
bating, with her customary cheerfulness,
the onset of cancer. She accepted inevit-
able limitations to her busy schedule of
travels round the world attending con-
ferences. giving both informal talks and
more formal addresses, and meeting old
friends. She was a well-loved figure at the
international meetings of the Society for
the History of Discoveries, History of
Cartography (Imago Mundi) and IMCoS,
and made many other overseas excur-
sions, especially to the United States and
the Antipodes.

RODNEY SHIRLEY
Past-President, IMCoS
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From the Editor’s Desk

We will all miss Helen. Even those who
were not lucky enough to have known her
personally will find a certain something
missing from IMCoS for a while. Her
informality and enthusiasm permeated all
our activities, and was apparent in her
contributions to the Journal. She felt in
touch will all IMCoS members, and was
always eager to send a message through
our pages, lately expressing her thanks for
good wishes sent to her, and earlier to
share her cartographic experience. She
felt that honours which came her way, and
with them invitations to far off places,
were all somehow a part of the map world
and IMCoS in particular.

There were apparently a large number
of people who knew of her love for owls
— I learnt of it myself only the other day,
when arequest was made for a good home
for her collection of 37 owls in various
materials, shapes and sizes. So if any
member of IMCoS likes owls, and would
like to enlarge or start a collection, please
let me know.

I have been immensely happy with
the response to my search for more book
reviewers. The request was sent to mem-
bersliving in UK with the lastJournal, and
the result can be seen in the large number

of reviews included here. I now await
more books on maps! As I have managed
to send out all those which were waiting
with me, there may be a gap before those
who have offered to write reviews receive
a book. But their time will surely come. 1
now have a large panel, and a better idea
of who feels able to review on which
topic. If any member knows of a recent
book on cartography which has not been
reviewed, they can either request the pub-
lisher to send me a copy, or let me know
so that I can do so myself. Most publishers
allow several copies for review in their
calculations, and often have little know-
ledge of where they may best be reviewed.

To start the new year, we have some
new International Representatives.
Charles Burroughs suggested that Bob
Highbarger might replace him in USA
East, since Bob has been able attend more
symposia recently. Jeffrey Sharpe has of-
fered to take the place in South Africa of
Oscar Norwich whose sad death was re-
ported at the end of last year. Last year we
also welcomed a new representative in
Mexico, Martine Chomel de Coelo, well
known to participants at IMCoS Sympo-
sia, and in Singapore Julie Yeo has taken
over therole from Mike Sweet. As Mike’s

Dr Helen Wallis, OBE

A celebration of the life of Dr Helen Wallis will be held at the Royal Geographical
Society, 1 Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR on Tuesday May 9th 1995 in the
afternoon. Please contact the British Library Map Library if you wish to attend, so
that an invitation can be sent to you (Tel: 0171 323 7700; Fax: 0171 323 7780).




partner she was very much involved in the
organisation of the 1991 international
symposium. I hope to bring you more
information about our representatives in
the future, and start first with Bob High-
barger in this issue.

I am very happy that Rodney Shirley
has picked up my idea to compile a listing
of printed maps where not more than three
copies are known to be extant. This infor-
mation will have to be gathereed by our
members who are collectors in their own
special areas, as librarians are mostly t00
busy, and would probably not have made
such enquinies. Any member who knows
of such maps may like to contact either
myself or Rodney Shirley.

In the meantime Robert Clancy, our
International Secretary, is progressing
with his list of map societies throughout
the world. I know that he already has quite
a lengthy list. So if you know of any map
society that he may have overlooked,
please do get in touch with him. We will

either publish it as a separate list, or as part
of an issue of the Journal.

With the current issue comes an Index
to the first fifteen years of the IMCoS
Journal. We all know that there have been
many interesting articles over the years,
but I think you will be surprised just how
many they are, and how widespread in
their coverage. [t did not seem practicable
to include each and every name that has
occurred within the pages. for example
the lists of British towns for which health
maps were made in the 19th century (no.
56, Spring 1994), but 1 hope that all major
subject headings which might be sought
have been included. It would be helpful
for a future compiler if suggestions for
improvement were sent in (not too many
complaints, please!)

I look forward to meeting many of
you at Sheffield on 29th April, and at the
Dinner and Map Fair in June. In the mean-
time, keep on sending me articles.

SUSAN GOLE

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, 10th May 1995 at 6.00 pm
The Farmers’ Club, Forty Room, 3 Whitehall Court, London
(near Embankment/Charing Cross Tube Stations)

AGENDA

1. President’s Welcome

2. Apologies for Absence

3. Minutes of AGM on 11.5.94

4. Chairman’s Report

5. Executive Officers’ Reports:
Secretary, International
Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian

6. Approval of Accounts for 1994

7. Election of Officers
8. Any other business

Note: Members wishing to propose
names for election to office should
send them to the Secretary to arrive
at least two weeks in advance.




Changing World Views in Mercator’s Time
and their Impact on Cartography

Introduction

The words ‘world view’ can be trans-
lated in Latin as ‘imago mundi’ or ‘orbis
imago’. They were often the title of 16th
and 17th century atlases and maps. They
were used to describe the ‘theatrum orbis
terrarum’ (e.g. Ortelius, 1570) or ‘nova et
actua orbis terrae’ (e.g. Mercator’s world
map, 1569). Cartography was offering a
realistic modern view of a changing
world.

Men were eager to learn about this new
world, to synthesise and understand the
complex society in which they lived; they
wanted to obtain a good world view. To
compose his ov— ‘cosmography’ was the
ultimate goal for many scientsts of the tme.

Today such world views are endan-
gered by the increasing specialisation in
the sciences and sub-sciences. As a reac-
tion a number of Belgian and foreign
scientists and philosophers are trying to
induce a new ‘renaissance’ for an ac-
tualised post-industrial world view. Their
goal is very ambitious. Using metaphori-
cal comparisons, they are trying to re-
unify the trees (= specialisations) in order
to get a picture of the wood as a whole.
The method they are using is similar to the
work of the Renaissance cartographers:
trying to design a good synthetic image of
our world being overwhelmed with an
incredible amount of new data.

Before dealing with the impact of
changing world views on cartographic
characteristics during the Renaissance, I
give first a brief review of the concept of
‘world view’.
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Types of world view

The term ‘world view’ is (was) used
for three different concepts. Two of them
can be found in the field of positive
sciences. First there is the view of the
earth we can reach, the earth’s surface.
This is the world view with the charac-
teristics of our environment, the world
view geographers and cartographers
usually mean when they use the term. It is
presented by maps, the ‘imago mundi’.
Secondly, there 1s a world we can see but
1s for the greater part out of our reach and
out of touch; the world of clouds, heavens
and stars. We use names like celestial
spheres or the cosmos.

These two earlier world views are
closely related and were both the subject
of study by philosophers and scientists,
and as such formed the origin of our cur-
rent western technological society; they
were often presented together.

There is, however, a third world view,
the one of people and their world. It is the
way a person thinks, how he would like
his world to be, or what he thinks it should
look like. This is the world view of the
highest order and 1t is linked to and af-
fected by the whole of our scientific and
cultural knowledge.

Changing world views in Mercator’s time
and changes in map-making

At the end of the Middle Ages the
three types of world view listed above
were subject to turmoil. They were chang-
ing as a result of the many new dis-
coveries, '"~ked tonew ways of living and






against teachers and ‘searchers’.

The ‘new powerful’ and ‘new rich’
created a market for new products: more
paintings and wall hangings, printed
books, and also maps, globes and instru-
ments. But in addition to looking good,
these objects also had to match the new
wave; they had to be accurate, scientifi-
cally correct with regard to the prevailing
knowledge of the time. Science and art
became interrelated. Two contemporary
texts illustrate this change in the relaton-
ship between science and technique dur-
ing the 16th century. In 1508 Erasmus
wrote: ‘Tum vero precipue prophanum
vulgus asperant, quoties triquetis & tetra-
gonis circulis atque huiusmodi picturis
mathematicis . . .’ (Furthermore, philos-
ophers despise the common folk when they
are using their triangles, quadrangles,
circles and other mathematical figures . . .)
Towards the end of the century, in 1570,
John Dee wrote: ‘Common folk might be
able to find out, and devise new workes,
staunge engines and instruments : for
sundry purposes in the common wealth or
for private pleasure and for better main-
tayninge their owne estate’.

There was now opportunity for both
craftsmen and scientists, the former hav-
ing the skills, the latter the knowledge.
The combination of these two equalled
progress. So from the start of the 16th
century craftsmen became interested in
science, and academicians produced
books for this purpose. On the other hand
craftsmen produced better instruments so
that scientists could improve their results.
A dynamic self-sustaining interaction was
In moton.

Surveyors started to use triangulation
methods. In addition to the astronomical
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measurements by scientists, mapmakers
were able to fill in the land area with more
accurate data. This reciprocal dynamism
between science and technology is nowa-
days still at work . . . but it is certain that
cartographers were among the inpovators
of this process.

The most successful mapmakers of
the 16th century were those who could
combine these gifts. Mercator was one of
them. After his studies at Louvain and his
stay in Antwerp he returned to the univer-
sity town to become an apprentice in in-
strument making with Gaspard Van der
Heyden and to learn mathematics with
Gemma Frisius.

So, as already stated, the combination
of scientific knowledge and professional
skills working together to improve instru-
ments and techniques provided totally dif-
ferent maps. To focus specifically on
views of the world, the following remarks,
sum up this change:

1. The general use of a grid; the earlier
more complicated grids had an artistic
rather than a scientific purpose, but during
the 16th century the scientific aspect (re-
duction of deformities) became dominant.
2. The increased use of more realistic
figures or stylised ornamentation.

3. The omission of inland confluences of
rivers across watersheds.

4, Better placing of the relief elements.

5. More accurate metric scales.

6. A decrease in the number of compass-
cards.

7. Due 0 the work of surveyors, an in-
creasing demand for regional maps.

Another change was the enlargement
of the scale of production and marketing
of maps through atlases, but that is another
story.



A final remark concemns the confiden-
tial character of the information on maps.
Due to the economic and/or strategic
value of the information on large-scale
documents, these were rarely reproduced,
and were kept in safety. There is a clear
correlation between the accuracy of the
topography, the newness of the informa-
tion and the scale . . . and their actual value
as a collector’s item. Quoting the late Karl
Popper, as long as there is no evidence to
the contrary this remains a valid hypo-
thesis.

Conclusion

I have given a review of the develop-
ment in the field of world views, and their
impact on mapmaking. One of the conse-
quences easily understood is the correla-
tion between the accuracy of the
information represented and the date of
the production of the map; exceptions are
due to a tradition-inspired inertia (the con-

servative power of some world views), or
the fact that the information was copied
from other authors. Although inertia and
copying alter the scientific characteristics
of a map, they do not affect the scientific
or the artistic value. They testify to the fact
that the implementation of changing
world views is a complex and disparate
process.

All collectors items should be treated
with care. Regardless of the number that
were produced of any particular map,
each example is a testimony not only to
the way its author looked at that part of the
world but also how he looked, thought and
functioned in that world. All forms of
representation, of our environment or our
world, including the primitive ones and
those of other cultures have a similar
message and deserve to be treated with the
same respect as our ‘western’ ones.

XAVIER VAN DE POEL
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The Cartography of the Rhine

Three rivers — Rhine, Elbe and Danube —
have played a major part in shaping the
cultural landscape of central Europe. The
Rhine, the most frequented of these rivers
with a length of 1,320 km, has, more than
any other, attracted the cartographer’s atten-
tion since time immemorial. The Peutinger
Table of Roman tradition, the world map of
hereford and Ebstorf, and the manuscript
maps perpetuating the Ptolemaic tradition
also determined the picture presented by the
first printed maps of the Rhine, in which the
schematic and hence incorrect course of the

river catches the eye. The task of correc-
ting the ancients’ ideas was firstaddressed
by the scholars of the 16th century —
Waldseemiiller (1513) for the Upper
Rhine, Sebastian Miinster (1540 in three
sheets, 1544 in five sheets) for the Rhein-
gau and the changes of direction near
Mainz and Bingen.

Sebastian Miinster marks the begin-
ning of the ‘monumental’ Rhine maps that
take in the entire length of the river,
v.-eading their representation over sev-
eral contiguous sheets with west, not
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north, at their upper edge. Miinster’s work
was followed by the five-part map of Co-
logne mathematician Caspar Vopel
(1555), which was to remain the prototype
of the west-oriented decorative maps of
the Rhine for the next two centuries. The
primarily decorative purpose of these
maps is underlined in the 17th century by
the incidental pictorial material with pe-
ripheral ornamentation in the form of
plans and city views. While de Jode, de
Bry, Kaerius, Kilian, van der Heijden, and
on a smaller scale Hogenberg and Quad-
Bussemacher still show the Rhine without
peripheral views, van der Heijden, Sand-
rart, Frederick de Wit, Lochner, Riegel,
Hohhmann-Hipschmann, to name only
the most important, all include them. As
these formats were unsuitable for use in
the atlases that were becoming increas-
ingly popular, W.J. Blaeu created a some-
what reduced version on two sheets which
Jansson after him also included 1n his at-
lases. Finally, Jodocus Hondius II created
a further reduction showing the river in
two sections, one above the other, on a
single sheet. This is the version that ap-
pears in the atlases of Allard, Jansson, de
Wit, Nicolaus Visscher, Danckerts,
Schenk, Valk and a single-sheet print by
J.G. Walther.

The popularity of this west-oriented
representation is in sharp contrast to its
actual information content. It says little
about the hydrography of the river, about
its tributaries and islands, and about the
frontiers of the riparian states. Although
surveys concerned with banks and cur-
rents were made as early as the 16th cen-
tury, especially of the upper Rhine and the
Rheingau, the large scale of these drav
ings meant they were hardly suitable for
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publication; they remained buried in the
local rulers’ archives.

The most extensive cartographic ma-
terial comes from the French mapmakers.
Nicolas Sanson was the first to record the
territorial frontiers of the riparian states.
here the Rhine appeared in north-oriented
form, a version that enjoyed a broad dis-
tribution and, thanks largely to Sanson’s
successor A.-H. Jaillot, was copied many
times: by Nicolaus Visscher and Mortier
in Holland, by Cantelli and Coronelli in
Italy, by W. Berry in England. The first
major map (8 sheets) showing the war-
torn region along the upper reaches of the
Rhine from Basle to Bonn goes back to a
military cartographer in the service of
France, H. Sengre (1692). On three sheets
it depicts the ‘thea.: of war’, a desc..p-
tion that quickly became popular for this
type of map. In the version corrected by
G. de I'Isle (1704) it was imitated many
tumes, for example by the Frenchmen de
Fer and Buache, the Dutchmen Reinier
and Josua Ottens, the Englishman
Bowles, the germans Homann and Seutter
and — as late as 1800 or so — by Walch.

The works of the military carto-
graphers, among whom special mention
must be made of the families Naudion and
Régemortes, were not intended for the
general public. They were the first to reg-
ister the complicated hydrographic situ-
atnon arising from the currents of the
upper Rhine, where changes in the bed of
the river were constantly taking place
from one year to the next, changes which
could only be recorded by large-scale sur-
veys but which had to be checked regu-
larly. One notable exception is the
five-sheet map of the upper Rhine by G.-
L.leRouge (1745), which made use of the



material of the military cartographers.
This was later used by J. de Beaurain
(1782) in his history of Turenne. The
theatre of war in the upper Rhine region
also formed the subject of works by Ger-
man cartographers (C. Bloedner, J. Mi-
chal, JL.V. Kolleffel). By comparison,
the state surveys of the Rhenish electors
(Palatinate, Trer, Mainz and Cologne)
were behind the imes. Only Lower Rhine,
the Rhine estuary and the parts under
Prussian rule saw the development of
brisk cartographic activity, primarily
serving the purpose of flood protection,
bank stabilisation and navigation.

Right down to the early nineteenth
century, shipping on the Rhine received
virtually no attention in the traditonal
cartographic works. The most important
information for shipping is lacking.
Neither the natural obstacles are shown.
nor the numerous customs posts through
which the riparian states controlled ship-
ping and made a profitable business of it.
Not until the abolition of customs duties
on the Rhine (1815), and the estab-
lishment of the International Central
Commission for Rhine Shipping (1816)
did co-operation between the Rhine states

begin on a cartographic survey of the full
extent of the river, which received special
impetus from the Rhine navigation Con-
venton of 1831.

The survey work undertaken by the
Rhine riparian states owes its beginnings to
atlases for shipping. They provided the
starting point for the regulation and correc-
tion of the river bed with a view to facilitat-
ing navigation and reducing flood risks.
With the development of steam ships, navi-
gation of the Rhine displayed remarkable
growth, not only in the freight sector, but
also on the tourism side. The ‘romance of
the Rhine’ attracted visitors from far and
wide — and for them a completely new kind
of map was created, the ‘Rhine panorama’,
in which scenes on either side of the river
were incorporated in the cartographic out-
line. Guided by this aid, countless travellers
experiences the niver, not the least of them
being two Englishmen particularly capti-
vated by the romance of the Rhine, Lord
Byron and William Turner. The first Rhine
panorama created by the German F.W. Del-
keskamp (1825) was also published in Lon-
don around 1830 (engraved by John Clark).

FRITZ HELLWIG
Translated by O. Dreyer-Eimbcke

in 1994).

J.B.HARLEY RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS
The Trustees of the J.B. Harley Research Fellowships Fund are pleased to armounce the
second series of Fellowships in the History of Cartography. Three awards have been made,
each of £400 (as a contribution towards a two-week stay in London) to: Prof. Jeremy Black
(Univ. of Durham): ‘A study of historical atlases’ (May 1995); Dr Mercedes Maroto Camino
(Univ. of Auckland): ‘Maps, visions and power in Spenser’s A View of the present state of
Ireland’ (May 1995); Roger A. Starling (Univ. of Toronto): ‘“Topography and power:
English Renaissance drama and the production of space 1580-1640° (May 1995 — awarded

For further details about the Fellowships, or to make a donation, contact the Hon. Sec.,
Tony Campbell, Map Library, British Library, Great Russell St, London WC1B 3DG.
Fax: +171 412 7780. email: tony campbell@bl.uk.
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Early Italian Atlas Maps in the
Mercator Museum, Sint-Niklaas, Belgium

Atone of the special visits arranged as part
of the 13th International Symposium held
in Antwerp in October 1994, IMCoS
members were privileged to see a large
selection of maps from a sixteenth-cen-
tury ‘Lafreri’ or ‘Italian-assembled-to-
order’ [IATO] atlas.

Most of the known Lafreri-type Ita-
lian atlases were recorded by Tooley in
1939, with the list being brought up-to-
date by Rodney Shirley in 1992." But this
atlas, in the Mercator Museum of the
Royal Historical Society at Sint-Niklaas
15 miles from Antwerp, has escaped
general notice hitherto. However, in fair-
ness to the Museum and Society (whose
full name is the Koninklijke Oudheidkun-
dige Kring van het Land van Waas [or
K.O0.K.W.}]), a brief description of some
of the maps had been given by Dr Van
Raemdonck in 1881 and by A. Buvé in
1972.2 Its existence had thus been known
to Belgian scholars. Nevertheless this no-
tice in the IMCoS Journal will help dis-
seminate such information to a wider
English-speaking audience.

Because the atlas was in such poor
condition, and virtually disbound, a major
restoration project was embarked upon in
1993-94 under the supervision of Guy de
Witte, restorer to the Society. Many of the
constituent maps were damaged and some
had been awkwardly folded to conform to
the atlas size. A greatdeal of careful paper
restoration was therefore needed. Interna-
tional institutions, includ*~g several or-
ganisations and individuals from
England, contributed expertise. All 92

map sheets have now been separately con-
served and mounted for display, but in a
condition that could allow re-assembly as
an atlas if so decided.

The atlas itself was probably orig-
inally assembled in Rome in the late
1560s. The imprints on the maps are
weighted in favour of Roman publishers
such as Salamanca, Lafreri, and Tramez-
zino although — as is typical with nearly
allIATO atlases — there are also imprints
of Venenan origin such as those of Forlani
and Bertelli. The earliest date is 1532 ap-
pearing on Antonio Salamanca’s map of
Hungary and the latest date is 1567 on
three regional maps of parts of Italy.

Nothing is known of the provenance of
the atlas prior to its presentation to the Society
in 1862 by one of the aldermen of Sint-Nik-
laas, Heer Willem d’Hanens-De Wolf. An
unusual feature is that map no. 1 — bound
before the two world maps — is Forlani’s
1562 map of the Dukedom of Savoy, and
possibly the atlas originated from this part of
Italy. Another marginal pointer is the cluster
of relatively late dates — post-1560 — on
most of those maps in the atlas which relate
to Italy: Piedmont 1567, Lombardy 1564,
Milan 1567, Ancona 1565, Rome 1564, and
Puglia 1567. These seem to have been added
very shortly before assembly. There is no
general titlepage and the elegant classical
frontispiece headed Geografia Tavole Mod-
erne di Geografia . . . is only found in atlases
emanating from Rome after about 1570.

In terms of content, researchers are
referred to the catalogue Italiaanse Car-
tografie uit de Zestiende Eeuw by the So-
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ciety’s President, Alfred Van der Gucht.
This describes 84 maps on display out of
the total of 96. Gastaldi’s earliest world
map of 1546 is present, as is the Lafreri
double-cordiform world map of ¢.1564,
based on that by Mercator dated 1538.
Nearly all the regional maps are known,
and have been listed by Tooley in his 1939
study. There are, however, some excep-
tions which do not appear to be recorded
hitherto, and I list these below:

11. La vera descrittione di tutta la
Francia & la Spagnia & Fiandre
../IL’ Ano MDXLII//E.V. 380 x 485 mm.
An early map dated 1542 of France,
Spain, Flanders and parts of northern Italy
not known to Tooley except (perhaps) as
a later version dated 1554 without any
authorship attribution. i1une same initials
‘E V'’ appear on other maps (not in Sint-
Niklaas) of Perpignan and Buda[pest];
both also dated 1542. Tooley, in his Dic-
tionary unequivocably links ‘E V’ with
the Italian engraver Enea Vico although
those maps fully bearing his name are
engraved in altogether a finer and more
mature style. The only alternative Italian
engraver or map maker with the same
initials who has been (tentatively) pro-
posed is Eufrosino della Volpaia, an en-
graver and instrument maker working in
Florence from 1516 to 1552.>

23. An untitled map covering the
upper Baltic. On stylistic grounds this
would appear to be part of a larger map of
northern Europe originated by Iacomo
Gastaldi but not specifically referred 1o by
Tooley.

81. Vera Thiumvillae...//Anno
Domino MDLVIII [1558)]...//Nicolaus
Beatrizet Lotoringus Incidit et formis. 315
x 420 mm. A vivid military map of the

siege of Thionville, one of the few works
by the Roman engraver Nicolo Beatrizet.

82. Verissimo Retratto delli site et
Luoghi delle parte D’ Austria et Unga-
ria.../[Ant. Sal. exc./l1532 A.V. A map of
the theatre of war in Hungary, an earlier
version of a different untitled and undated
map in the British Library (Maps
C.7.e.2.(35)) referred to by Tooley. The
initials ‘A V’ are thought to be those of
Agostino [de Musis] Veneziano.

A year or so ago I was sent a xerox of
map no. 11 above by the National Library
of Scotland, and I happened to find the
same map in the atlas collection of early
Italian maps in the Bibliotheque Munici-
pale, Lyon.” Both of these examples, like
the Sint-Niklaas copy, have the initials ‘E
V’, and this is the map illustrating the
present article. One of the anonymous
derivatives dated 1554 is in the British
Library (Maps C.7.e.1.(18)).

I am grateful to Alfred Van der Gucht
for his courtesy in showing me round the
Museum’s collection in particularly diffi-
cult circumstances, as there had been a
complete local power cut, and we had to
examine each individual map by the light
of a small torch!

NOTES

1. R.V. Tooley, ‘Maps in Italian Atlases of the Six-
teenth Century... 'in Imago Mundi 111, 1939;
Rodney Shirley, ‘A Rare Italian Atlas at Hatfield
House’ in The Map Collector, 60, Autumn 1992.

2. See Annalen van de Oudheidkundige Kring van
het Land van Waas, volume IX, 1881, and vol-
ume 75, 1972.

3. I am indebted to Mr Alfred Van der Gucht for this
suggestion.

4. Rodney W. Shirley, ‘Something Old, Something
New from Lyon’ in IMCoS Journal, 55, Winter
1993.

RODNEY SHIRLEY

17



= _

v ..
g G ma s
0 lor . Ap—— .o
I T i D2 DS RS

Maps. Prints & books
FRAME

YA oo ":‘

Fagar
'033; Iernde © =

. L
maz= A, W

Tel:(91)4113362 Fax:(91)5641520






and make a slight detour.

And then there was the summit meet-
ing in October 1986. The journalists who
travelled to Reykjavik were amazed to
learn of the existence of elfin beings and
rolls.

The famous Ho6fdi house, a timber
building prefabricated in Norway, was
erected in Reykjavik in 1909 and initially
served as the home of the French consul
Brillouin. He did not stay there long
though, because he felt threatened by evil
spirits. In the first fifty years the house
changed hands close on ten times. Since
1958 it has belonged to the City of Reyk-
javik and has continued to live up to its
spooky reputation. The summit meeting

made Ho6f61 famous, and with the house
its haunted history too.

Now the town of Hafnarjoréur has
probably scored a world first by publish-
ing an elf map (Hafnarjorour Hidden
Worlds Map) in the English language. It
depicts ‘Lay Linesand Energy Paths, Dra-
gon, Song and Energy Lines’ with more
than 170 references to supernatural
beings, and devotes a chapter to ‘Hafnar-
jordur — where man and elves live in
harmony’. Undoubtedly yet another rea-
son for visiting this attractive port, where
the Hamburgers built their own church in
1534 after driving out not the Elves, but
the English, in 1518.

OSWALD DREYER-EIMBCKE
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Geography, Maps and Business

On 26 January 95 a one-day conference was
held in the RGS (London) lecture hall on the
topic ‘Finding your Way in Business: Profiting
from Geography’. It was organised by the
Royal Geographical Society and the Associ-
ation for Geographic Information and spon-
sored by the Ordnance Survey. The conference
was chaired by OS director-general David
Rhind and attracted over 150 participants. A
host of distinguished speakers tackled the
function and importance of geography and
maps in gaining business benefits, and in par-
ticular their use in modemn marketing. They
fully demonstrated how statistical data, related
to a specific business, can be fed into an OS or
AA map through the special software already
available, providing a tool for new managers
to use in decision-making.

Geography and maps are everywhere
around us. They are unavoidable, despite being
widely hated in schools, according to some
surveys, and allegedly omitted from the school
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curriculum in the USA. Lack of geographical
information and ‘map ignorance’ may have
been responsible for some tourists from over-
seas cancelling their holidays in Europe during
the Gulif war, believing they would land some
50 miles from Baghdad.

Although the use of maps in tourism and
travelling has been widely known, their
function in other businesses, such as retail-
ing and distribution management, has not
been quite clear, and thus it precipitated ex-
citing questions and discussion at the con-
ference. The presentations were widely
supported by computer images, projected on
a large screen.

In the ninetes, geography and mapmak-
ing are keeping pace with the rapidly-changing
world, dominated by technology, adapting
themselves to the new needs of modern so-
ciety. ‘Mapping awareness’ is growing, and
the future of geography looks promising.

CYRUS ALA’I



A Rare Early Italian Map of Japan by
Giacomo Piccaglia

The shape and position of the islands of
Japan long remained a puzzle to Euro-
peans. This article describes one early
printed map of Japan by the little-known
Italian Giacomo Piccaglia dated 1589
which although no more accurate or inac-
curate than others of the time has several
unusual and interesting features.

In 1542 or 1543 a group of Portuguese
adventurers were the first Westerners to
make a landfall on Japanese shores. At the
end of that decade, the arrival of the Jesuit
missionary St. Francis Xavier in 1549 op-
ened up a century of Christian missionary
activities, with detailed reports or ‘Rela-
tions’ sent back to Europe by his fol-
lowers. These almost certainly contained
geographic and cartographic intel-
ligence.'

Several conflicting representations of
Japan seem to have reached Europe, apart
from earlier conjectural depictions such as
those shown on maps by Fra Mauro
(1459), Behaim (1492), Bordone (1528)
and their contemporaries. Portuguese
charts such ~~ those by Velho (1561),
Dourado (1560-70) and Teixiera were
used variously as sources for the maps
printed by Mercator (1569) and for the
maps appearing in Ortelius’ atlas from
1570 onwards. Indeed, as an earlier article
in The Map Collector showed, Ortelius
used five different outlines for Japan.®

Other forms of Japan transmitted to
the West included those based on quite
archaic ideas as to the shape of the
country. These maps, according to
Japanese tradition, are named after a

Buddhist priest called Gydki (668-749),
and later examples extant from the early
1300s are also known as Gyoki or Gyogi
maps. Two European manuscript maps of
Japan survive, both dating from the 1580s,
which were almost certainly drawn from
Japanese originals following the Gydki
tradition.’

An Ortelian-type map, perhaps that
pictured on his map of Tartary (1570), is
thought to be the source for the rare wood-
cut map of Japan by Renwart Cysat dating
from 1586. Only three copies are known
today and apart from Bordone’s rather
crude miniature rendering (Ciampagu)
this is the first separately printed map of
Japan.*

The unusunal and quite different rep-
resentation shown on the detailed wood-
cut map of Japan dated 1589 by the Italian
Giacomo Piccaglia is rarely referred to in
cartographic literature.” A second copy,
the only map known under Piccaglia’s
name, was found in an atlas factice in the
Bibliotheque Municipale, Grenoble .’ In a
now recluse article published in 1941 Al-
magia makes a brief reference to the sole
example of Piccaglia’s map in the Museo
del Castello Sforzesco, Milan.”

Piccaglia’s map is a separately-
printed woodcut, with text above and
below. Between the upper text and the
map itself is the title Descrittione e Sito
del Giapone and at the foot the imprint In
Milano Appresso Giacomo Piccaglia.
M.D LXXXTX (1589). By the 1560s cop-
perplate engraving had become well es-
tablished in Italy, so the choice of a
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A woodcut map of Japan by Giacomo Piccaglia dated 1589. Size of leaf 545 x 425
mm, map only 320 x 425 mm. The origin of the unusual shape of Japan has not been
identified. Courtesy the Bibliothéque Municipale, Grenoble.
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woodcut medium as late as 1589 could be
considered somewhat anachronous. The
shape of Japan on Piccaglia’s map is very
far removed from that shown on Cysat’s
map and unlike any of the configurations
adopted by Ortelius. The main island,
comprising the provinces of Ximo, Xico
and Meaco, is squatter than shown
hitherto, and is more like a truncated pen-
tagon. To the west is China and, to the
east, an unidentified kingdom Tolman
Reg which perhaps is to be equated with
Quivira.

The text is significant as, at the bot-
tom, it refers to members of the celebrated
embassy of four young Japanese
noblemen who visited Europe in the
1580s accompanied by Jesuit Fathers.*
The envoy left Nagasaki in 1582 and after
reaching Portugal proceeded from there to
Madrid where they were presented to
Philip II. In 1585 the party travelled to
Italy where they visited Florence, Rome
(meeting Pope Gregory XIII and then his
successor Sixtus V), Bologna, Venice and
Milan. After returning to Portugal the em-
bassy sailed back to Japan, arriving there
after eight years absence in 1590. Almost
certainly Piccaglia’s map is based directly
on information supplied by the visiting
Japanese, and this is further confirmed by
the insignium on the map of his compa-
triot in Milan, the writer and map-maker
Urbano Monte who entertained the
Japanese and kept records of their meet-
ings. I have not come across translations
of any parallel accounts written by the
Japanese themselves.

Urbano Monte’s cartographical fame
rests on his extremely large circular world
map on 64 sheets which was printed in
1604; in addition two single-sheet ver-

sions are also known. As well as the
printed maps, a manuscript set of sheets in
atlas form is 1n the Ambrosiana Library,
Milan, and a second manuscript atlas was
sold at Sotheby’s in 1981."° Urbano
Monte himself wrote a four-volume his-
torical diary in manuscript, of which the
fourth volume is an account of the
Japanese embassy’s visit to Europe, espe-
cially their time in Italy in 1585. Did
Monte perhaps commission the woodcut
from Piccaglia to accompany his diary in
anticipation of publication?

The Ambrosiana manuscript set of
maps is dated 1590 but an inscription fatto
da urbano monte I'an{n]o 1587 on the
Sotheby’s manuscript shows that Monte
had prepared at least one manuscript three
years earlier. The reasons for a delay of
over 15 years before Monte’s maps were
issued in printed form in 1604 remains a
puzzle. The picture given of Japan in all
of the five versions, printed and manu-
script, is remarkably similar to Picca-
glia’s, although there are several
orthographic differences which would
seem to preclude a direct copying of one
by the other. It could be that both Monte
and Piccaglia were working from the
same source 0!  and perhaps more likely
— Piccaglia took his 1589 woodcut from
one of Monte’s earlier manuscript drafts.

In spite of its probable derivation
from an authentic Japanese source in the
1580s, Piccaglia’s map can be seen to be
justas inaccurate as its predecessors. Why
this should be awaits further study. Were
the Japanese so unaware of the configura-
ton of their mainland? Or was this ele-
ment of the European mission an
elaborate hoax: for reasons of Imperial
secrecy did the embassy deliberately seek
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to transmit a quite misleading carto-
graphic picture for European misinforma-
tion?

It was not until a further decade had
elapsed that the Portuguese cartographer
Luis Teixiera received information that
allowed a much more realistic outline of
Japanto be drawn. A manuscript map with
place names in Portuguese, possibly com-
posed by Ignacio Moreira who was in
Japan between 1590 and 1592, may have
been the intermediate source.' Teixiera’s
map was widely disseminated through its
adoption in the 1595 edition of Ortelius’
Theatrum, and then was printed in sub-
sequent editions of the atlases of Ortelius,
Mercator and Hondius.

Many early maps of Japan, including
one of the original Urbano Monte manu-
scripts and the Milanese Piccaglia map
were displayed in a travelling exhibition
organised in 1993 and 1994 by the Ger-
man East Asiatic Society.'> On the Picca-
glia map, the exhibition catalogue
reported ‘only one copy of this printing is
known to have survived’. The Grenoble
example can now be added to the reper-
toire.

Notes

1. George Kish, ‘Some aspects of the Missionary
Cartography of Japan during the Sixteenth Cen-
wry’, in Imago Mundi, VI, 1949.

2. John Goss, ‘The Differing Outlines of Japan’, in

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL
If your subscription to IMCoS has ex-
pired at the end of 1994, please send a
cheque as soon as possible to the Mem-
bership Secretary Jenny Harvey, whose
address is given on page 3. If you are not
sure about the validity, check the date on
the enveolpe of this copy of your Journal.
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The Map Collector, 13, December 1980.

3. One of these manuscript maps is in the Archivo
Histérico Nacional, Madrid, and the other is in
the Archivo di Stato, Florence (Medici papers).

4. This map is to be found in Renwart Cysat’s work
Warhafftiger Bericht von den Newerfunden
Japponischen Inseln . . ., Freiburg, 1586. One
example is in the Library of Congress and two
others are believed to be in private hands.

S. Piccaglia’s name does not appear in Tooley’s
Dictionary (19 ), nor is he mennoned by Kish
(op. cit.), nor in Isles of Gold: Antique Maps of
Japan by Hugh Cortazzi, New York and Tokyo,
1983, nor in Old Maps in Japan by Nanba Mat-
subaro, Murogo Nobua and Unno Kazutaka,
Osaka, 1972.

6. For other maps in this 9-volume atlas factice, see
Rodney W. Shirley, ‘Something Old, Something
New from Grenoble: a Collection of 16th century
Italian maps, in Journal of the International Map
Collectors’ Society, 50, Autumn 1992.

7.R. Almagia, . .. Il planisfero di Urbano Monti,La
Bibliofilia XLIII, Florence, 1941.

8. Benjamino Gutierrez, La Prima Ambascieria
Giapponese in Italia, Milan, 1938.

9. A recent contribution by Kazutaka Unno (‘Carto-
graphy in Japan’ in The History of Cartography,
Volume 2 book 2, ed. Brian Harley and David
Woodward, Chicago and London, 1994) says
relatively little about the embassy’s cartographic
inierface. Neither Piccaglia nor Monte is men-
tioned by name but see footnotes 101 and 102 on
p. 370 and footnote 121 on p. 376.

10. Urbano Monte’s printed world maps are de-
scribed in Rodney W. Shirley, The Mapping of
the World, 1984 (revised 1993), entries 239, 246
and 247; also plates 189, 193 and 194; see also
J.J.S. Goss, ‘An Unusual Manuscript Wall Map
by Urbano Monti 1544~1613", in The Map Col-
lector, 15, June 1981, and Tiziana Guglielmetd,
‘Il Giappone Nella Carta di Urbano Monte del
1585°, in Incontri Tra Occidente e Oriente,
Venice, 1979.

11. The map attributed to or based on Ignacio More-
ira is illustrated as fig.11.28 (p. 389) in The
History of Cartography, 2-2 (op. cit.).

12. The exhibition catalogue is Japan: a Carto-
graphic Vision. European Printed Maps fromthe
Early 16th to the 19th Century, ed. Lutz Walter,
Munich and New York, 1994. Piccaglia’s mapis
shown as no. 17.

RODNEY SHIRLEY



International News & Events

1995 14th International Symposium
with California Map Society
San Francisco, USA
8—11 October
Contact: Alfred W. Newman
1414 Mariposa St, Vallejo
CA 94590
Tel: (707) 642 9091

1996 15th International Symposium
Riga, Latvia
6-9 October
Contact: Dr Janis Strauchmanis
Tallinas 8340, LV-1009
Tel: 3712290572
Fax: 371 222 50 39

1997 16th International Symposium
Budapest, Hungary
26-29 September
Contact: Dr Zsolt Torok
Dept of Geography
Eotvos University
Ludovika 2, 1083 Budapest
Tel: 36 1 134 2785

California 1995

The registration form for the 14th Inter-
national Symposium is mailed with this
issue of the Journal. A full programme was
also included in the previous issue. We are
trying to make some arrangement whereby
travel from London can be more economi-
cal in a group. Those interested should con-
tact IMCoS Secretary Harry Pearce.

Riga 1996
The registration forms have been
printed, and some sent out already direct

from Riga. Forms will shortly be available
m London, and at the Map Fair in June.

The programme promises an interes-
ting meeting. The themes will be: mapping
of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia; catalogues
of old maps; and restoration of maps. There
will be exhibitions at the Archives of History
of Latvia, the Riga Museum of History and
Navigation, and the National Library of Lat-
via. Registration forms should be retumed by
1 October 1995, and the following registra-
tion fees paid by 1 March 1996: DM 200 ar
$120 for IMCoS members; DM150 or $90
for accompanying persons. After 1.3.96 they
are respectively DM250 ($150) and DM200
($120). These fees cover all symposium
events, transport within Riga, cocktails and a
banquet. DrJanis Strauchmanis has been for-
tunate to obtain sponsorship from the Savings
Bank of Latvia, the publishing house Jana
Séta, the Latvian Post, and the Baltuc Re-
search Fund. This will definitely be an event
that should not be missed. Here inLondon we
are investigating the possibility of group
travel fares and hotel bookings. Further infor-
mation in the next Journal.

From Poland

Dr Strauchmanis has sent in a report
of a conference on the history of military
cartography which was held at Torun, 20—
22 October 1994. It was organised by the
University of Torun, under the leadership
of Professor St. Alexandrowicz, and the
Military Academy, and was attended by
members from Poland, Sweden, Ukraine,
Byelorussia and Latvia. Of the 23
speakers, particular mention is made of
papers by Dr Bjorm Gifvert (Sweden) on
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the 17th and 18th century maps in
Sweden’s Military Archives; Prof. St.
Alexandrowicz on military cartography in
16th and 17th century Lithuania; Prof. A.
Czacharowski (Torun) on the compilation
of a historical atlas of towns in Poland;
Prof. I. Sveshnikov (Lviv) on carto-
graphic and archaeological sources for the
battle near Berestechko in 1651; and Dr
Zb. Karpus (Torun)on the activities of the
Red Army cartographers in Poland in
1919-21. New topographical maps pre-
pared by Polish military cartographers
were on display, and exhibitions were ar-
ranged at the Museum of Torun, the Mili-
tary Academy and the Archives of
Gdansk.

Dr Strauchmanis also sent us his latest
publication on Matiss Silins — the first
Latvian cartographer (in Latvian) which
will go into our library.

From Cyprus

The Bank of Cyprus Cultural Founda-
tion is celebrating its tenth anniversary,
and is happy to announce that it has
become an autonomous institution. Its
three specialised collections are Coins,
Maps, and Rare Historical Documents.
During its second decade there are plans
to build a Museum of Cyprus Carto-
graphy. The third biennial lecture on car-
tography, this year in memory of Dr Eila
Campbell, will be given by Susan Gole on
2 November 1995. Her topic will be maps
of Cyprus in British government papers.

From Spain

The fourth course on the History of
Cartography organised by the Institut Car-
tografic de Catalunya took place in Bar-
celona, 20-24 February.
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From Sweden

Gunnar Skoog sent to our Interna-
tional Chairman Malcolm Young a very
fine setof new 5 kr stamps depicting maps
of Sweden. They show: Olaus Magnus’
Carta Marina, published in reduced form
by Lafreri in Rome, 1572; Joan Blaeu’s
version of Andreas Bureus’ map of the
Northern Lands, 1662; Anders Aker-
man’s celestial globe, 1759; detail from a
physical sheet of Sweden, 1938; part of
Stockholm, 1989; and detail from a geo-
logical map, 1984. The presentation set is
in a spectacular folder.

From USA

An International Map Fair was or-
ganised at Miami 24-25 February, held at
the Historical Museum of Southern
Florida in conjunction with papers
presented on map collecting and conser-
vation. The keynote address was given by
Francis Herbert of the RGS.

David Cobb, Head of the Harvard
Map Collection announces the formation
of the Boston Map Society. Repre-
sentatives from the Boston Athenaum, the
Boston Public Library, the Bostonian So-
ciety, Harvard University. the Massachu-
setts Historical Society and private
collectors decided to hold two or three
meetings a year, and to charge annual dues
of $15. As a start, material from the col-
lections of Norman B. Leventhal and Har-
vard College on display in late 1994 gave
recognition to the new society. Further
information on e-mail, phone of mail from
David Cobb@Harvard.Edu; (617) 495-
2417; Harvard Map Collection, Harvard
College Library, Cambridge, MS 02138
USA.



UK News & Events

29th April 1995

Visit to Sheffield Archives. If you
have not already sent in your application
to Harry Pearce, there is stll time.

9th May 1995

Celebration of the life of Dr Helen
Wallis, OBE, at the Royal Geographical
Society, London, in the afternoon.

Till 20th May 1995

Ascontribution to the celebrations for
the Hydrographic Office’s bicentenary,
the Bodleian Library, Oxford is holding
an exhibition of navigational charts and
related material in the refurbished exhibi-
tion room of the Old Library.

24th June 1995

The Annual Dinner will be held at
the Royal Over-Seas League, London
SW1A 1LR. The pre-dinner speaker will
be Admiral G.S. Ritchie, celebrating the
bicentenary of the Admiralty Hydro-

graphic Office with a talk entitled ‘The
First Hundred Years’. More detailed in-
formation is included on the registration
form which should be sent to the Secretary
before 1stJune (or 15th April if the visit
to Sheftield is also included).

25th June 1995

The IMCoS Map Fair will be held at
the New Connaught Rooms, Holbom,
London. Open at 10.00 am to IMCoS
members, 10.30 to the public. Volunteers
are requested to man the IMCoS stall and
the IMCoS Bargain Counter.

June-July

Dates of the Bonnington Antique
Map & Print Fairs have been altered to
June 26 & 27, and July 2 & 3.

November, 1995

David Woodward will give the series of
three Pannizzi Lectures at the British Mu-
seumn on 23rd, 28th and 30th November.

MAPS and SOCIETY
A lecture series in the history of cartography organised by Tony Campbell (Map Libary,
British Library) and Catherine Delano Smith (University of London). Meetings are held at
The Warburg Institute, Woburn Square (off Tavistock Square, which is between Woburn
Place and Gower Street) at 5.00 pm. Admission is free and all are welcome.

Mar 9 Prof. Richard Talbert, Dept of History, University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill
China and Rome: The Awareness of Space
Apr 20 Dr Mary Sponberg Pedley, Clements Library, University of Michigan
“I wish you good health and good sales™: Jefferys and Faden Correspond with their
Continental Counterparts, 1773-1783
May 25 Prof. Evelyn Edson, Dept of History, Piedmont Virginia Community College
Time on the Map: Medieval Unity of Space and Time
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The 1995 Farmers’ Club Meeting

This meeting has become established as
the opening event of the year for IMCoS
members and friends in the UK. Again
this year it was well supported, attracting
an attendance of nearly 30 people, and the
presentation of maps of particular interest
by members was ably directed by Rodney
Shirley. He read a spirited message from
Helen Wallis whose continued ill-health
prevented her from coming. The regrets of
those present were somewhat tempered,
however, by welcoming a visitor from
New York, April Carlucci.

Malcolm Young opened the proceed-
ings with what he described rightly as ‘a
warming-up session’. Producing a page
from The Times of 14 January he queried
why Rodney Shirley was associating him-
self with the growth in the collection of
maps showing female nudity! This good-
humoured ribbing drew attention to an
article which pictured Rodney displaying
one of his collection of ttle-pages. This
featured an allegorical but nevertheless
naked and voluptuous female and was
from the 1570 Theatrum Terrarum of Or-
telius.

Eugene Burden followed with some
unusual packs of cards making up a Vic-
torian game for children. It comprised two
sets, one of each English county displa-
ying the outline, and the other showing the
same county in caricature, a la Leo Bel-
gicus, with amnemonic to aid recognition
of the shapes. Believed to be only one of
two sets in existence, the game was titled
Skits, and published by Jacques, a firm
founded in 1795, the successor to which
is still in business today.

Raymond Frostick produced two town
plans of Norwich, noting that the original was
by Dr Cunningham in 1558, subsequently
copied through to the eighteenth century not
least by Braun & Hogenburg, as a marginal
plan by such as Speed to form a British
stream, and in a continental European stream
of town plan books. He pointed out that while
his two plans showed few differences, one
with elements of the coats of arms in the
wrong direction which possibly indicated
slapdash re-engraving, they were both bound
in different parts of the same Coronelli atlas.
This raised the interesting question as to
whether Caronelli deliberately included both
or being perhaps more concerned with bulk-
ing out the atlas to make it more generally
saleable, was indifferent to the duplication.
Raymond wondered if anything more was
known of the atlas, which was apparently one
of a series from around 1706.

Ray Eddy followed with two large
town plans of Durham, both by Thomas
Foster, engraved by James Mynde, with
four fine vignettes, and dated 1754. One
of the town boasted the addition to each
side of four views, including cathedral and
castle, which made up into a magnificent
double folding display of the engraver’s
and mapmaker’s art.

David Watt told of sending to a US
dealer for abatch of some 40 or so Russian
military maps of post-Second World War
vintage, only to receive for his money a
total of 234. For Malcolm Young’sbenefit
he first displayed a large map of his home
area: [in Russian script], better known as
Swindon. Many were to 1:25000 scale,
based on surveys around 1950 and up-
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Letters to the Editor

Buckingham
4.12.94
Madam
Ivery much endorse and commend the sugges-
tion of the Chairman in the last IMCoS Journal
(Winter 1994) that the IMCoS take the initia-
tive in assembling a world-wide record of the
rarest known printed maps.

I would like to suggest that the responsi-
bility for organising this project is put out to
the country-by-country IMCoS repre-
sentatives: not that they need feel they have to
undertake all the research themselves, but they
are usually in a good position to cajole or
persuade the best qualified person locally for
each national area. I should be glad to volun-
teer to develop a list for the rarest British Isles
and World maps. At the same time, sugges-
tions from all IMCoS members in relation to
any maps they know of will be welcome.

There need not be an exact uniformity of
record, but sufficient basic information should
be provided to identify the map unambigu-
ously (e.g., title, date, size and number of
sheets if multi-sheet map, names of maker,
engraver and/or publisher; also known loca-
tions).

The benefits will be widespread. Quite
oftenitis difficult to confirm locations cited by
long-standing authorities, particularly if na-
tional boundaries have changed. A choice of
locations is often useful when a photograph is
wanted and the hitherto known copies are dam-
aged or inaccessible. Unsuspected different
states may exist. And sometimes it is not ap-
preciated how rare a particular map is, so that
inclusion in the IMCoS Rarissima list may
well bring to light fresh examples from both
institutional and private sources.

Rodney Shirley
The Manor House, Church Street
Buckingham MK18 1BY

oK oK KK

Calgary
12.12.94

Madam
It may seem strange to be replying to my own
query (Auturnn 1994) but. . . a very important
reader of the essay was Margaret Wilkes, Head
of the Map Library at the National Library of
Scotland. Ather suggestion]received from Mr
Ian A. Fraser of the Scottish Place Names
Survey in the School of Scottish Studies, Edin-
burgh University the following comment:
“Calgary in Mull certainly does not mean
‘clear running water’. It is not Gaelic but
Norse, as indeed are many place-names in
Mull, after the Vikings colonised many of the
Argyllislands in the period 820-1260 AD. The
final part is simple enough, being from the Old
Norse gardr ‘enclosure’, a term that was ap-
plied to grazing farms surrounded by what was
probably a turf wall to protect livestock. The
word is borrowed into the Gaelic of the West-
ern Isles as gearraidh and is still used to de-
scribe the enclosed land immediately outwith
the arable, and designed to hold sheep and
cattle within easy reach of the township. The
first element in Calgary is less obvious. Some
scholars suggest O.N. [Old Norse] kald ‘cold’,
while others favour a contemporary Norse per-
sonal name, Kali. Both fit reasonably well, but
‘cold enclosure’ sounds reasonable to me.
Glackugary was probably the old form of
Calgary, or it may have been deserted since
Pont’s map was drawn up in 1590-1600. In
any case, glac is Gaelic for ‘ravine’ and the
second partis another Norse name Ugary, with
exactly the same ending as Calgary. The sec-
ond part may be Old Norse utar ‘outer’, giving
utar-gardr ‘outer enclosure’ which in a Gaelic-
speaking version could easily have been short-
ened to Ugary. We don’t know the exact
location of this place but it is on the south side
of the river and may well apply to the gully that
runs mnto it from the south, near the mouth.”.
My second source of information was a
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not-widely-known publication prepared here
in Calgary by the Glenbow Museum some
years ago. It reports early forms of the name
Calgary as ‘Cala-Ghearridh’ (similar to
Fraser’s version), ‘Calligourie’, ‘Callagorie’
and ‘Calligory’. I have enclosed a copy for
your library.

For my part, being a Blaeu enthusiast and
collector, I favour the Pont/Blaeu version of
‘Glackug-gary’. I also speculated that the en-
ding may have come from the French ‘gare’ in
aname given by the Normans to Calgary Bay.

We will never really know!

Robert G. Newell
28 Glenfield Rd, Calgary, AB
Canada T3E 4J4
K 3 3 kook
Tring
3.2.95
Madam
I would like to put on record how much I
enjoyed the informal evening at the Farmers’

Club on January 31st. It is easy to underesti-
mate the value of an evening such as this. As
Editor of The Map Collector for whatnow adds
up to nearly twenty years I have become
acutely aware of the isolation felt by map col-
lectors. An evening such as this when members
can bring along their own particular favourites
for either discussion or identification from
other members helps to overcome this isola-
tion.

It is also good that members are encour-
aged to bring map ephemera and facsimiles as
well as expensive originals. I personally feel
that it is most important to widen the horizons
for collectors bearing in mind that sixteenth
century maps by famous names are becoming
harder to find. Keep up the good work.

Valerie Scott
Editor of The Map Collector
48 High Street
Tring, Herts HP23 5SBH
HAH KR K

Specialists in fine
atlases and maps

“Kenneth Nebenzahl, Inc.
PO Bax 370
Glencoe 1llinois 60022
Phone:708/835-0515
‘Fax:708/835-0519

&~

Dealers, Appraisers, Consultants - €stablished 1957 - Member ABAY/ILAB




5
7“! | 2

FR- N

: 5
Sl DEN -

W Gucvant le Systime de AUTEUR
or Fxcaete par P STARCK=AAN

"%, CARTE DU
IPAR_»\DIS TERRESTRE

N

b5
P Retisg i
.:L,_}%E,‘ilﬂ?;xq | I E trtazars

Casdim

N K - £

3
:
i ¢

- .
— = Orches

Geneva
13.12.94
Madam

As you have frequently appealed in the
Joumal for articles, comments or other com-
munications which could form the basis of
material for the Journal, I am taking the liberty
of asking for your — or your expert readers’

— kind assistance in identifying some maps.
I enclose photocopies of two maps of the
‘paradis terrestre’, or Garden of Eden, which I
found recently. I also have two other, larger
maps which obviously come from the same
source. One is entitled ‘Carte du Voyage et
Routes des Israelites dans le Desert depuis leur
Sortie del’Egipte jusqu’au Passage du Jourdain
— Dressée et Gravée sur le Plan de 1’ Auteur
par P. Starck-man.’ The other is entitled ‘Carte
de la Terre Promise — Dressée par 1’ Auteur du
Commentaire sur Josué et Gravée par Liébaux,
Géografe’. On the latter two maps someone has
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written in pencil in the margin the date ‘1721°".

I have not been able to find anything on
P. Starck or P. Starck-man or Liébaux. The
maps evidently come from a book, possibly a
commentary on the Bible. Could you or one of
your expert readers provide me with informa-
tion about the origin of these maps?

I'have also been intrigued by the fact that
the same book contains maps which place the
Garden of Eden in two different places. The
Encyclopaedia Britannica states, with appro-
priate Biblical references, that (1) Eden is east
of Palestine, or (2) at the source of the Tigris
and the Euphrates, or (3) on a mountain in the
south. The map which follows ‘the system of
the author’ is based on theory (2), while the
other map seems to adopt theory (1) and/or (2).

I would be interested to learn whether there
are other maps of the terrestrial paradise or Eden.
If so, it would seem to me that they would make
a good subject for a special collection. Do you
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know whether anything has ever been written
about the location of Eden on maps?
Warren W. Furth

13 Route de Presinge, 1241 Puplinge
(Geneva) Switzerland

Our new International Representative:
Robert A. Highbarger

Bob to all those who have met him so frequently at
our international meetings has been a map collector
for something over twenty ye __, having caught the
bug from David Barmister, while living in Chelten-
ham, Gloucestershire, where he served as Senior
U.S. Liaison Officer to the Government Communi-
cations Headquarters (GCHQ) from Aug 1973 to
Sept 1976. Over time, he has becorne more focused
in his interest, concentrating on mapping of the 16th
and early 17th centuries, with a secondary mterest
in the maps of Maryland and Virginia. Although
tramed as a mathematician, his avocation before
map collecting was history, so that a natural conse-
quence has been a growing interest in the history of
cartography.

Bobis currently in his second term as Vice
President of the Washington Map Society
(after being President in1983/84). His first as-
sociation with IMCoS was while serving on the
organising committee for the IMCoS Interna-
tional Symposium held in Washington DC in
October of 1990, where among other things, he
organised the Map Fair. He and Ginnie have
been lucky enough to have attended all the
IMCoS International Symposia since then.

Two years ago Bob retired from Cray Re-
search (the super computer people). This was his
second retirement, the first after 34 years of U.S.
Govermnment service. He is now free to travel and
devote himself to cartographic endeavours.
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Book Reviews

Boundaries of Home : Mapping for
Local Empowerment, edited by Doug
Aberley. The New Catalyst Bioregional
Series, New Society Publishers, Gabriola
Island, BC and Philadelphia, PA, USA.
1993. ISBN 1-55092-207-6 (paperback).
Distr. in UK: Jon Carpenter Publishing,
PO Box 129, Oxford OX1 4PH.

It will be seen from its subtitle that
this small book is a guide to mapping for
activists in the green/environment move-
ment. Early in his introductory chapter the
editor asserts that: ‘In our consumer so-
ciety, mapping 1S an activity primarily
reserved for those in power, used to deli-
neate the “property” of nation states and
multinational companies’ (p. 1). Further,
that ‘spewed forth from digital abstrac-
tion, they [ie., maps] guide the incessant
development juggemaut’ (p. 1-2). The
remainder of the book is devoted to show-
ing how mapping can also be used to
counteract this tendency and to empower
“us” against “them” in ‘the struggle to
reclaim the commons’ (p. 4).

The major part of the book comprises
descriptions by various contributors of
their experiences in mapping their own
areas (bioregions); examples are mainly
drawn from N. America but there are con-
tributions on rural mapping in the U.K.
The longest chapter, more than one-third
of the whole, is a mapping primer for
community activists based on the editor’s
studies in Northwest British Columbia.

The inspiration for the processes de-
scribed is mapping by aboriginal peoples
(cursory descriptions of Micronesian and
Arctic Inuit maps are included) but pros-

pective mappers are not expected to rein-
vent the craft of mapping. Existing maps
may be used to provide base maps on
which information gathered by direct ob-
servation or from secondary sources can
be plotted. The book also contains con-
tributions on the use of computer mapping
software — Geographical Information
Systems (GIS) — at the grass roots map-
ping level.

There is little in this book to interest
map collectors as such; the nearest reference
to map collecting is a rather snide comment
to the effect that ‘maps have become popu-
lar investments to be hoarded’ (p. 2). How-
ever, if you get involved in objecting to
some unwanted development in your lo-
cality, this publication could give you some
pointers on how your enthusiasm for maps
could be enlisted to the cause; provided, that
is, that you are prepared 0 overlook some
extragavant and flowery phraseology; see
quotations above and, for example, . . .
maps will be sung, chanted, stitched and
woven, old in stories, and danced across
fire-lit skies’ (p. 5).

R.K.B.

A Plan Whol(l)y New. Pierre Charles
L’Enfant’s Plan of the City of Washing-
ton, by Richard W. Stephenson. Wash-
ington, The Library of Congress. 1993.
The foreword to this book, which was
contributed by our Advisory Council
member Ralph Ehrenberg, commences by
stating that ‘one of the treasures of the
Library of Congress is Pierre Charles
L’Enfant’s original manuscript plan of the
City of Washington’. He goes on to com-
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ment that this treasure has faded and has
now been restored (for the third time) by
two techniques (the first derived from
conventional, high quality photography
and the second based on the latest com-
puter graphic technology). Unfortunately
the Library of Congress only sent the book
without these reproductions to IMCoS, so
this can only be a partial review.

In the aftermath of their War of Inde-
pendence the successful American ex- col-
onies decided to establish a national capital.
The Constitution of the United States gave
Congress power ‘To exercise exclusive
legislation . . . over such District (not ex-
ceeding 10 miles square) . . .” The leading
urban centres of New Y ork and Philadelphia
having failed in their attempts to become the
new capital people started to look for a
compromise solution which was to be a
‘new town’, i.e. to start from as near a green
field location as possible.

To keep a balance between New Eng-
land and the Southern States interest cen-
tered on the extensive Chesapeake Bay
estuary and the Potomac River which
formed the boundary between the states of
Virginia and Maryland. By 1790 this
compromise site had been fined down for
the new capital city to be established on
the banks of the Potomac by 1800. That
allowed for a ten year construction period.

The politcians who had selected the
general location and in the cases of Wash-
ington and Jefferson who had made de-
tailed suggestions about street layouts and
building sizes needed a planner/architect
to work their ideas towards reality. At this
pointalong came Pierre Charles L’Enfant,
a practising New York architect, who had
been born and trained in Paris and who
had moved to the United States to take

part in the War of Independence.

This is the point where I started need-
ing larger scale plans than those provided
in the book, mainly because of my ignor-
ance of the detailed topography of Wash-
ington D.C. L’Enfant, as was to be
expected from a planner of his generation,
came up with a grid-iron layout; however,
this was subordinated to a series of large
avenues linking the important buildings of
the new country in its capital. These wide
avenues largely followed the pre-capital-
selecton road and track layouts in the
area. So practically this meant that there
were some existing transport facilites to
help with the start of construction.

As often happens L’Enfant exceeded
his instructions as a planner and became
involved in controversy and was removed
from his position. However, his plan re-
mained a basis for the continuing devel-
opment of the new capital city of the
United States of America. Required read-
ing after one has made the first trip there
and got a feel for the city.

ROGER BROWN

Historians’ Guide to Early British
Maps : A guide to the location of pre-
1900 maps of the British Isles preserved
in the United Kingdom and Ireland.
General Editor Helen Wallis, assisted by
Anita McConnell. Royal Historical So-
ciety Guides and Handbooks No. 18.
ISBN 086193 141 6. Offices of the Royal
Historical Society, University College,
London. 1994. 465 pages.

The Handbook is divided into two
parts. The first part consists of 100 pages
of 26 brief essays on the early mapping of
the Britsh Isles. The coverage is wide and
includes such headings as Fire Insurance
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Plans, Maps in Parliamentary Papers.
Thematic and Stanstical Maps, and Agri-
culture and Land Use Maps. Ireland, Scot-
land and Wales each have their own entry.
Each essay has a list of references or a
short bibliography.

The major part of the Handbook is
devoted to details of the map repositories.
The methods by which the information
was gathered and the particular questions
that were asked are given. It is interesting
toread that the replies to the quite straight-
forward questionnaires were very vari-
able in quality! It is also revealing that
many repositories had not listed their
maps! For each repository a summary of
the material held is given and, most im-
portantly, the method of access. The Edi-
tors are to be commended on their use of
the 1995 telephone codes! A CARN
readers ticket is required in many cases
and the method of obtaining this is de-
scribed. However, the Handbook reveals
that a considerable number of repositories
have open access (in theory at any rate).
An example of the information in the sum-
maries was given in the Winter issue of
this Journal (1994) with reference to the
visit to the Sheffield City Archives.

A list of the essays is given and the
repositories are indexed on an alphabetical-
cum-geographical basis. An index on a ma-
terial basis would have been a rather
unjustified luxury as I suspect that most re-
searchers are likely to begin on a local basis.

The Handbook is not so much a Guide
to Early Brinsh Maps but rather one to
their location as is made clear by the sec-
ondary heading on the title page. I note the
Editors do not claim that the survey is
exhaustive but, nevertheless, there is a
remarkable mine on information
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presented in a clear and accessible
fashion. A short study will direct the
serious student or researcher towards
profitable lines of enquiry and the inter-
ested browser will find enough on open
access to occupy many years of travel.
Perhaps an enterprising tour company
might consider escorting select groups
around the repositories of the more attrac-
tive parts of the British Isles?

It occurred to the reviewer to wonder if
any surveys have been done of the many
maps and atlases held by members of the
Historic Houses Association and in houses
under the care of the National Trust. A brief
reference to the latter is made in essay 10
(Estate Maps) and Holkham Hall in Norfolk
is given as a repository.

The aim of the Editors is to enable
maps to gain their place as a national
resource and to help librarians in particu-
lar to discover the wealth of our carto-
graphic heritage. This excellent
Handbook will undoubtedly bring the re-
alisation of this aim considerably closer.

J M. HARRISON

Discovering Columbus, by Paul H.
Chapman. Columbus, Georgia, The In-
stitute for the Study of American Cultures.
1992. pp. xvii+265. $19.95. ISBN 1-
880820-02-1; Spirit Pond Runestones: a
study in linguistics, by Paul H. Chapman.
San Francisco, The Epigraphic Society.
1994. iv+60 pp (being Vol. 22 Part 2 of
ESOP. No price or ISBN stated.

No, this is not abook about the history
of the town of Columbus where this book
is published but it is indeed another con-
tribution to the literature on Christopher
Columbus. All biographical works on this
man must be conjectural to an extent and



Paul Chapman’s contribution is no excep-
ton. His footmotes are overwhelmingly to
published works, most notably his es-
poused starting point, Samuel Eliot Mori-
son’s Admiral of the Ocean Sea. For
cartography, his authority appears to be
Lloyd Brown’s A Storyof Maps. There are
maps and also drawings of instruments in
the book but I think it unlikely that mem-
bers of IMCoS will find much thatis new.
What Mr Chapman does add to the Col-
umbus enigmas is the perspective of a
skilled and practical navigator, experi-
ence gained as a World War Il aviator.
This assessment of one navigator by a
latter-day peer is a very friendly one. We
are told on the dustjacket of the book that
Columbus’ ‘writing style was such that it
was said he could have made a living at
it’. I fear that the same cannot be said of
Mr Chapman; there is the odd paragraph
in his book which is longer than one sen-
tence but the majority of the argument is
put over in page after page of single
points. This makes for impact on the first
page but after that all continuity is lost as
one gets a sense of what it might have been
like to receive a staccato, point by point
airfield briefing before setting off to put
some of that navigational knowledge to
use in a military arrcraft! This might be
satisfactory in that context but not for
book-length discourse.

As to Spirit Pond Runestones and the
meaning of their inscriptions, I think that
the author may well be right in dubbing
them the ‘ultimate crossword puzzle’. His
study is now deposited in the IMCoS li-
brary and interested members can judge
for themselves how convincing is Mr
Chapman'’s solution.

ROGER J.P. KAIN

The History of Cartography, Vol. 2 Book
2, edited by J.B. Harley and David Wood-
ward. Cartography in the Traditional
East and South-east Asian Societies. As-
sociate Editor, Joseph E. Schwartzberg, As-
sistant Editor, Cordell D.K. Yee. Chicago &
London, University of Chicago Press. ISBN
0226 31637 8 (v.2, bk 2). 1994. 969pp, 40
colour plates, numerous figures and black
and white illustrations, 16 tables, 21 appen-
dixes.UK & Eire: £155.95; USA, Canada,
Australia & new Zealand: $195.00; else-
where: $224.25

The long-awaited publication of The
History of Cartography on East and
South-East Asia (volume 2, book 2) is a
tour de force in its breadth and scope of
information. This latest volume maintains
the high standards of scholarship and writ-
ing set by the two preceding books in the
series. Besides being an essential source
of reference for historians, the general
reader who seeks further knowledge about
maps will find it both interesting and in-
formative. Because of its far- reaching
appeal it is regrettable that the size and
heftiness make the book somewhat un-
wieldy. The advice of this reader, though,
is not to be put off by the physical awk-
wardness of the book and to forge ahead,
as it .-ovides insightful reading on many
levels and a broad range of topics on the
mapping of East and South-East Asia.

Before beginning this tome, the
reader should be aware of the authors’
definition of a map. In the context of this
book it goes beyond the traditional
meaning and is defined as ‘an illustration
of the spatial relations, actual or symbolic,
of a place, an event, or a concept.” A
substantial part of the book is concerned
with the metaphysical world, that is with
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cosmographical, celestial, and religious-
derived maps of the defined region.

The book comprises twenty-one
chapters. It begins chronologically with
‘Prehistoric Cartography in Asia’, fol-
lowed by an ‘Introduction to East Asian
Cartography’. Except for a chapter on
‘Celestial Mapping in East Asia’, the re-
mainder of the book is divided into four
sections based on geography: (1) China,
(2) Korea Japan and Vietnam, (3) Tibet
and Mongolia, and (4) South-east Asia.
The organisation of such a comprehensive
text must have challenged the editors who
have tried to produce a work thatis ‘coher-
ent both geographically and historically.

In general, each chapter begins by
discussing the scope of the work, the
sources used, the traditionally accepted
views on cartography of the area, fol-
lowed by presenting the extant material in
chronological order. Each chapter in-
cludes the latest theories and much of the
research is published for the first time.
The authors have reached out to examine
a broader context than has ever been done
before and there is a concerted effort
throughout the book to place maps in a
social, cultural, and historical context.

The scarcity of early extant carto-
graphical material and literary and archae-
ological references is a drawback pointed
out by several authors. In search of links
to unveil the mapping of the region, scho-
lars have looked to art as a source. Ca-
therine Delano Smith, for one, has been
amply rewarded in her search by finding
symbolical representations that depict ce-
lestial elements on Neolithic pottery and
tombs of the Han period. In her text she
uses images that ‘lend themselves to car-
tographic analysis’, such as pictorial ele-
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ments like human or animal figures, citing
them as early forms of maps. Further im-
ages from rock and cliff paintings, petrog-
lyphs, and grave plans provide evidence.
A surprising discovery in her research was
the similarity between the rock art of Asia
and that of Europe.

Cordell D.K. Yee, Assistant Editor of
the book, in ‘Cartography in China’ also
draws on the visual and literary arts such
as pottery, bronze, and painting, for
examples of early map forms. He covers
indigenous maps before the western-
isation of China in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Evidence is
given for an existence of a ‘science of
cartography’ in China at least by the Han
period and continuing through the early
Qing. The author points out that the west-
ern model of scientific cartography ap-
plied to Chinese maps in the past is
inappropriate and its use should be aban-
doned. The Chinese perceived maps as
having ‘intellectual value’ and while early
examples may have lacked information
about distances and locations they con-
veyed more abstract qualities such as
‘power, duty, and emotion’. The chapter
also discusses maps in a political environ-
ment and their relationship to the arts and
culture.

The oldest surviving indigenous map
of Korea dates from A.D. 1402, and sur-
viving evidence is sufficient to trace the
tradition of mapping in Korea from the
sixteenth century onwards. The chapter is
divided into four categories proceeding
from the ‘general world and national maps
to the more particular regional and local
ones’.

A case is established for archaeologi-
cal and literary evidence of maps before



the Edo Period (1603-1867) in the chapter
on ‘Cartography in Japan’. Early surviv-
ing material is richer for Japan than for
any other country in this volume and in-
cludes several extant cosmological maps
based on a Buddhist tradition. Japanese
efforts to survey and map the provinces
began in the late sixteenth century and its
development is traced. The impact of
western maps and mapmaking techniques
as introduced by the Jesuits to Japan is
discussed.

The study of Viemamese maps is a
nascent concept hampered by the lack of
existing material. The changing borders
of the country, the separation of the two
regions, and later their reunification had
an impact on mapping. Vietnamese carto-
graphy from the seventeenth century on-
wards reflects these changes.

‘Cartography in greater Tibet and
mongolia’ is dominated by Buddhism, the
prevailing religion. By definition the re-
gion encompasses not only Tibet but also
Bhutan, Ladakh and Sikkim, Nepal, and
parts of five provinces in China, running
from north to south along the western
borders. Joseph E. Schwartzberg stresses
that the debt to religious influence cannot
be overemphasised in indigenous carto-
graphy of Greater .ibet. Precepts of Tan-
tric Buddhism figure prominently in this
text and are discussed in cosmological,
astrological and mythological terms.

The chapter on South-east Asia does
not adhere strictly to the geographical
delineations of the region. Vietmam, for
example, which is part of South-East Asia
is discussed in the chapter with Korea and
Japan, presumably because of its cultural
affinity to China. Countries included in
this chapter are: Burma, Thailand, laos,

Cambodia, Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei,
and the Philippines. early indigenous ma-
terial is practically unknown and there is
no surviving map of the region earlier that
the sixteenth century. Research of this
region, perhaps more than others, is
limited by the ;paucity of both carto-
graphical material and literary references.
Cosmographic symbolism is discussed
using the great temple-mountain monu-
ments of Borobudur and Angkor as
models. Of particular interest in this sec-
ton is the amount of indigenous material
Schwartzberg has uncovered. Surviving
evidence, though, is not equal in either
quantity or quality. Maps from Burma, for
example, far outnumber those from Thai-
land, and early indigenous maps of Cam-
bodia, Laos ar~ the Philippines are
nonexistent.

The study of non-European carto-
graphy is still in its infancy, as noted in the
‘Concluding Remarks’ but the findings
published in this volume have proven con-
vincingly that the [previously held idea of
virtually no indigenous tradition of carto-
graphy in east and South-East Asia is er-
roneous. The groundwork has been laid
for future interpretations on Asia carto-
graphy that can move us closer towards an
understanding of the relationship between
maps and the cultural and social environ-
ment in which they were created. One
cannot but admire the publisher, editors,
and authors for undertaking such a work.
The breadth and depth of scholarship in
this book are of great magnitude.

Volume 1 in the series covered carto-
graphy in Prehistoric, Ancient, and Me-
dieval Europe and the Mediterranean.
Volume 2, Bookl included mapping in
the Traditional Islamic and South Asian
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Societies. (See review in IMCoS Journal,
No. 52, Spring 1993, pp. 31-38.) The third
book of Volume 2 will detail Cartography
in the Traditional African, American,
Arctic, Australian, and Pacific Societies.
Subsequent volumes are planned on car-
tography on the European Renaissance,
Enlightenment, and the nineteenth and
then the twentieth centuries.

DAWN ROONEY

Cartograffa antiqua de Galicia, by
Gonzalo Médez Martinez. Segovia, Dipu-
tacion Provincial Servicion de Publica-
cines. 1994. 301 pp. ISBN 84-88363 17 6

Cartograffa antiqua de Galicia is a
handsome well-illustrated catalogue of
pre-twentieth century mapping of this
province in northwest Spain. The work, in
Spanish, is based on the author’s 1992
graduate thesis and, being published by
the provincial authority, a definite pride of
place is evident in the prologue and intro-
ducton, and indeed throughout the work.
The text, which makes up the first half of
the volume, discusses in five chapters the
history of mapping of the area. These in-
clude appearances of Galicia in the works
of Ptolemy, medieval mappamundi and
nautical charts of the 14th through 17th
centuries; the work of Hernando de Ojea,
which appeared in volumes of Hondius
and Blaeu; 17th century nautical charts by
Dudley, Lucini and ‘Theunisz’; the 18th
century works of Padre Florez, Vicente
Tofiflo, Tomas Lopez and others; and
modern approaches in the 19th century by
Rodriguez Gonzdlez and Fontin Rodri-
guez, as well as geographical dictionaries,
charts and manuscripts. This section is
illustrated with both colour and black and
white photographs, and includes a wealth

46

of footnotes. There are also a number of
tables correlating placenames on the maps
with current versions.

The second half of the volume is a
catalogue of 362 maps showing Galicia.
These maps are drawn from the collec-
tions of twenty-one archives, libraries and
institutions in Galicia. Each entry in-
cludes a black and white photograph and
aclear and standardised description which
includes ttle, author/cartographer, scale,
publication, notes, examples/locations,
colouring, state, and physical description.
Most of these entries are white extensive.

A bibliography of more than 350 en-
tries concludes the volume, although a
number of these refer to general works
whose connection to the cartography of
galicia is peripheral.

1ulS volume is undoubtedly the de-
finitive work on the cartography of Gali-
cia, and the author’s six years of research
on the subject comes through. There re-
main two issues with the work. Too many
black and white illustrations, and a few of
the colour photos, are poorly focused,;
many of the rest are too small to give more
than an impression of the map. Of course,
it would be difficult to provide larger
photos given the number of illustrations.
A second difficulty for me as a map libra-
rian is the lack of reference to any map
repositories outside of Galicia. Certainly,
the local collections always provide the
vast majority of items; however, espe-
cially with antiquarian materials, the only
extant copy of a map may certainly have
made its way to Madrid, Paris, London or
even the United States. However, in its
overall quality, this is an impressive ef-
fort.

APRIL CARLUCCI
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