
SUMMER 1998 

IIM@S I 

I 

·.· ' it. OCEAN 
~ -~ . 

0RL.ENTAL 

o~r 

~... -M.EH. DV ~"VD 
~nyaxtma · 

C' 1 , 011 (' hunc,B>l 
· l1.1.1/Ze U. 

ISSUE No. 73 

;. 





Journal of the International Map 
Collectors' Society 

SUMMER1998 ISSUE No. 73 

CONTENTS 

From the Editor's Desk 4 New Members 
Gall & Inglis, c.1810-c.1910 7 Scarce Map of Cyprus 

Stalin's Signature on Map of Poland 13 First Meeting of BIMCC in Brussels 
Justus Liebig's Trade Card Maps 19 Behind the Tower of Babel 

Letters to the Editor 24 Upside Down or Downside Up 

International News & Events 28 Writings about Maps 

IMCoS-Summer 1998 31 Report of AGM 

Symposium at Oxford 32 Book Reviews 

Map Fair 34 List of Advertisers 

Cover map: 'Isles du Japon' by A.M. Mallet, 1683 (supplied by R. Barron). 
Use of colour has kindly been made possible through the courtesy of Roderick Barron. 

41 

42 

45 

49 

53 

55 

61 

63 

66 

Copy and other material for our next issue (Autumn) should be submitted by 1 August 1998. All 
items for editorial use should be sent to The Editor, Susan Gole, 3 Aylesbury Road, Wing, Leighton 
Buzzard LU7 OPD. Tel: 01296 681 071. Fax: 01296 682 671. 

For Advertising, contact the Journal Advertising Manager, Derek Allen, 25 St Margaret's Road, 
London SE4 1YL. Tel: 0181-469 3932. 

Chairman: Jenny Harvey, 27 Landford Road, Putney, London SW15 1AQ. 
Tel: 0181-789 7358. Fax: 0181-788 7819. e-mail:JEH@HARVEY27.DEMON.CO.UK 

Vice-Chairman: Valerie Scott, 48 High Street, Tring, Herts HP23 5BH. Tel: 01442-824 977 
e-mail: gp86@dial.pipex.com 

Gen. Secretary: W.H.S. Pearce, 29 Mount Ephraim Road, Streatham, London SW16 1NQ. 
Tel: 0181-769 5041. Fax: 0181-677 5417 

Membership Secretary: Sam Pearce, 7 East Park Street, Chatteris, Camb. PE16 6LA. 
Tel: 01354-692 023. Fax: 01354-692 697. e-mail: samantha.pearce@demon.co.uk 

Treasurer: Dr Cyrus Ala'i, 1 Golders Park Close, West Heath Avenue, London NW11 7QR. 
Publicity Officer: Yasha Beresiner, 43 Templars Crescent, London N3 3QR. 

Tel: 0181-349 2207. Fax: 0181-346-9539 
Int. Development Officer: Caroline Batchelor, Pikes, The Ridgeway, Oxshott, Leather head, 

Surrey KT22 OLG. Tel: 01372-843 425 
Int. Secretary: Dr Robert Clancy, 11 High Street, Newcastle, NSW 2300, Australia. 

Fax: 61-49-252-169 

©All signed articles are the copyright of the author, and must not be reproduced without the written 
consent of the author. Whilst every care is taken in compiling this journal the Society cannot accept 
any responsibility for the accuracy of the information included herein. 

3 



From the Editor's Desk 

In my new role as International Chairman 
I was a 'Hosted Buyer' at the European 
Incentive & Business Travel & Meetings 
Exhibition in Geneva recently. IMCoS 
has been invited to these events for some 
years now, as soon as we became well 
enough known for holding an annual In­
ternational Symposium. The stand­
holders are travel groups, hotels, tour 
operators, conference organisers from 
around the world, each one vying to cap­
ture the attention of the invitees. 

It was at this conference last year that 
I met Mustafa Kartopu of Magister 
Travels in Istanbul who will liaise with 
our Representative Muhtar Katircioglu to 
organise next year's international sympo­
sium. This time I met organisers from 
Iceland (2000) and The Netherlands 
(2002). I felt it was a little early to discuss 
arrangements for Cyprus in 2003, and we 
have still to tie up with an institution in 
eastern USA for 2001. Now that our num­
bers for our International Symposia are 
getting larger each year, we can benefit 
from the experience and cheaper hotel 
rates that such operators can obtain. In her 
annual report our Chairman praised the 
role of Neil Taylor of Regent Travel in 
organising our last two meetings (in areas 
in which he specialises). He is also arrang­
ing travel for members from UK to fly to 
Japan in October. 

Our meetings in UK have become 
less frequent lately, mainly because we 
require more members to volunteer their 
time to make the arrangements. We do not 
go as often to the north of England as some 
of us would like, nor are there any plans 
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for a regional meeting in the south this 
year. If you know of a good collection of 
maps somewhere near you, and you 
would be willing to organise a visit, do 
please get in touch with the Chairman. 

We will also require, from next May, a 
new Treasurer. Cyrus Ala'i has kept our 
accounts since 1991, and done an excellent 
job. It will not be difficult for someone to 
take over from him as he has established 
such an orderly system, and laid the ground­
work for many years to come. Now his other 
tasks (writing a book among them) require 
more of his time, and he has asked to be 
relieved, sorry as we are to see him go. So, 
again, if you would like to volunteer, please 
contact the Chairman. 

With this issue of the Journal comes 
a questionnaire about the activities 
IMCoS arranges. We do hope that all our 
members will find the few minutes re­
quired to complete it and send it back to 
Harry Pearce. It is vital that we know the 
type of meetings and activities that inter­
est the majority of our members. Your 
committee is composed of members who 
voluntarily give their time and skill to 
making these arrangements, and it would 
help us enormously to know your require­
ments so that we can focus on what inter­
ests most of us, wherever we live. 

We are very much aware that we 
reach out to many people living too far 
from UK to attend the June weekend, ex­
cept very occasionally, and that our Inter­
national meetings are always too far for 
some people, whichever continent they 
are held in. The results of the question­
naire will be analysed, and an outline pub-



lished in the next issue. 
My reading lately has been almost 

entirely about Japan. I am so looking for­
ward to my first visit to this fascinating 
country, and glad that IMCoS has decided 
to go there. Apart from being much 
cheaper to go in a group than alone, it is 
also much more fun since we are such a 
friendly group to travel with! And the 
added bonus is that we will gain access to 
map collections that it would be very dif­
ficult to see without the backing of an 
internationally known name such as 
IMCoS has become. Since my personal 
interest is maps of India, and latterly the 
few examples of indigenous cartography 
that have survived, I read the two books 
of the second volume of the History of 
Cartography with enthusiasm. Something 
I gained from doing this, even though it 
has been impossible to remember all I 
read, particularly when so many of the 
names are unfamiliar, is the unity of the 
whole eastern region. Studying these 
countries from Europe, one tends to con­
centrate on the European connections to 
the various centres of foreign culture, ig­
noring the intra-regional trade and cultu­
ral influences that have been there for 
centuries. An example is the spread of 
cartographic traditions between China, 
Korea and Japan, and down to Southeast 
Asia, totally independent of any western 
assistance. The large number of Japanese 
maps we saw at Berkeley University three 
years ago, and the brief introduction to 
them that was given at the time, was stag­
gering in its range of content, its carto­
graphic traditions, and its very different 
approach to what can be represented on a 
map. I look forward to learning more in 
October about examples of mapping that 

were never included in western traditions. 
There will also be plenty of discussion 
about western maps of Japan, with names 
such as Ortelius with which we are more 
familiar, and feel we know the sort of 
maps they drew. It will, I am sure, be a 
great opportunity, one that those who 
have not yet signed up for will kick them­
selves later for missing. 

Some years ago we stopped including 
classified trade advertisements in the 
Journal, and invited members to send in 
their wants for inclusion as free classified 
ads. I am still waiting to receive one. If 
you have been looking for a particular 
map and been unable to find it at our Map 
Fair, try putting a request in the Journal. 
Or perhaps you would like to exchange a 
duplicate county map for one you would 
prefer by the same cartographer. Do you 
wish to sell something from your collec­
tion to make room for a new addition? 
Members may send in their classified ad­
vertisements to the Editor at no charge, 
but limited to twenty-five words, for a 
single insertion in the ensuing Journal. 
This is not a trade advertisement, but for 
members' private use. 

Another thing we are waiting for at 
the committee is an application for the 
IMCoS Travel Grant. Since they were es­
tablished, we have received only one. Yet 
many of our academic members must 
have students who would benefit from 
travel to one of our International Sympo­
sia outside their own country. The student 
membership rate is very low, and it only 
requires two years ' membership before 
they are entitled to apply. If those in touch 
with young people would suggest they 
join IMCoS, it would be good both for 
them and for us. Keep us young! 
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IMAGO MUNDI 
The International Journal for the History of Cartography 

Contents 

IMAGO MUNDI is the only 
international scholarly journal 
solely concerned with the study 
of early maps in all its aspects. 
The illustrated articles, in 
English with trilingual abstracts, 
deal with all facets of the history 
and interpretation of maps and 
mapmaking in any part of the 
world, at any period. 

The original IMAGO MUNDI was 
Columbus's favourite text. Let its 
descendant, founded by Leo Bagrow in 
1935, be your window into the subject, 
whether you approach it as a historian 
of cartography or are interested in how 
maps fit into the historical aspects of 
art, ideas, literature or the sciences. 

Current issues comprise approximately 250 pages (30 x 21cm), with illustrations. Each 
annual volume includes: 

• Articles (about ten per issue) 
• Book reviews; and notices of books received 
• Bibliography (with indexes of authors, places and subjects) 
• Chronicle (personal and institutional news, conferences, exhibitions, map sales and 

acquisitions) 
• Reports, notices and obituaries 

All articles are refereed. IMAGO MUNDI is published each summer. 

Subscribing to IMAGO MUNDI 
The cost of the annual volumes to personal subscribers is as follows: 

Vols 43 (1991) onwards £30 (US$60) 
Vols 27-42 £25 (US$50) 

Prices are inclusive of surface postage. 
Some of the first 26 volumes remain in print. For details please write to the Honorary 
Treasurer at the address below. 

To order send £30 (US$60) to the Secretaryffreasurer, IMAGO MUNDI, c/o The Map 
Library, The British Library, Great Russell Street, London WCJB 3DG. 

For more details of IMAGO MUNDI see: http: //ihr.sas.ac.uk/maps/imago/html 



Gall & Inglis, c.1810-c.1910 

James Gall is first recorded as a printer in 
1808 in Potterrow, Edinburgh. After a 
partnership with his brother-in-law in the 
printing business of Hay, Gall & Co., at 
the age of 27 James established his own 
independent printing business in 1810 at 
24, Niddry Street. His 'Publishing And 
Law Printing Office' and 'Scottish Sab­
bath School And Tract Depository' spe­
cialised in the production of religious 
works. James's desire to improve the lot 
of mankind led him to experiment and 
devise a means of teaching the blind to 
read. In 1827 he printed his First Book for 
teaching the blind to read, followed by 
works on the Bible and its history for the 
blind. The Gospel of St. John published in 
1834 was the first book of the Bible to be 
printed in any language for the blind. 
James also invented a machine called the 
'Typhlograph', 'whereby the blind could 
write for the seeing to see' .1 

By the time that James's son James 
Junior joined his father in partnership in 
1838 the firm's output was still composed 
mainly of religious works such as its series 
of commentaries on the books of the 
Bible. However, its expanded booksell­
ing, publishing, and printing business 
forced the firm in 1841 to acquire new 
headquarters at 38, North Bridge in the 
centre of the Edinburgh publishing dis­
trict. The Niddry Street premises re­
mained in use until1847. Throughout this 
period religious works continued to con­
stitute the bulk of the firm's output with 
hymn books of increasing importance. 
James Junior inherited his father's relig­
ious commitment to such an extent that he 
resigned from the partnership in 1847 in 

order to become a minister of the Church 
of Scotland. His interests though were 
never as narrowly religious as his father's, 
in particular encompassing astronomy 
and cartography. James Junior devised the 
Stereo graphic, the Isographic, and the Or­
thographic projections, the former of 
which is still in use; and his connection 
with the firm continued after his resigna­
tion through its publication of his con­
troversial theological works and his books 
on astronomy. His Easy Guide to the Con­
stellations, 'with a Miniature Atlas of the 
Stars and Key Maps', was published 
c.1855,2 remaining popular into the mid­
twentieth century, and his companion to it 
The People's Atlas of the Stars, 'with key 
maps', appeared in 1862. Similarly, 
Johnston's Illustrations of Astronomy 
(c.l875) was 'Drawn and arranged by the 
Rev. James Gall.' 

James Senior was joined in partner­
ship in 1847 by his future son-in-law Ro­
bert Inglis who gradually assumed more 
and more responsibility for the firm's 
operation, leaving James to concentrate 
on his religious work and, in particular, to 
lecture throughout Britain on methods of 
teaching in Sunday schools. He was 
elected Master of the Company of Mer­
chants of the City of Edinburgh for 1850 
and died in 1874 aged 91. 

Under Robert Inglis the firm's main 
business continued to be the publication 
of religious works. Added to this was 
poetry which appeared in multiple edi­
tions for some 45 years and novels for the 
young, mainly designed for prizes and 
rewards for performance in Sunday 
school. Many of the firm's low-priced 
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productions achieved remarkable popu­
larity; its eight-page farthing booklets, for 
example, were printed 74 times in just 29 
years between 1851 and 1880. Business 
expansion necessitated moves to new 
premises at 6, George Street in 1857 and 
to 20, Bernard Terrace in 1878; and a 
London office was opened in 1872 in 
Paternoster Row. 

Robert was joined in partnership in 
1880 by his son James Gall Inglis who was 
responsible for the publication of the 
RapidReadyReckonerin 1895; thus pion­
eering the production of what was to 
become the firm's main output and the 
source of increased prosperity. The Ex­
press Ready Reckoner followed in 1896, 
the Gem Reckoner in 1897, and the Ideal 
Office Reckoner in 1901. In 1887, the year 
of Robert's death, his younger son Harry 
became a partner, taking over the manage­
ment of the firm from his brother in 1913. 
James was then left free to concentrate on 
compiling over 80 other Ready Reckoners 
covering every conceivable basis of cal­
culation and Harry was free to develop 
other areas of publication for the firm 
including the expansion of its carto­
graphic and astronomical production. 
Gall & Inglis, for instance, published 
numerous editions of the standard works 
on astronomy by Sir William Peck: The 
Northern and Southern Constellations 
and How to Find Them and Norton's Star 
Atlas and Reference Handbook; and also 
issued Robert Inglis's own Popular Star 
Atlas which was specially designed for the 
amateur astronomer. 

Harry's interest n the history of Scot­
tish cartography and related matters be­
came so intense that during the last 20 or 
so years of his life he wrote extensively on 
the subject both in the Scottish Geo-

8 

graphical Magazine and elsewhere.3 

However, Harry's enthusiasm did notal­
ways produce reliable work of authority 
and some of his contributions are notable 
for their errors and over-generalisation. 
Both Harry and his brother died in 1939. 
James's son, Robert Morton Gall 
Inglis, became a partner in the firm only a 
week before his father's death. 

The firm seems to have become in­
volved in cartographic production in 
about 1850 with the publication of the 
Edinburgh Imperial Atlas in that year. 
Other atlases followed over the years such 
as Gall and Inglis' New One Shilling Atlas 
of Modern Geography c.1871 and their 
Sixpenny Atlas of Modern Geography 
c.1872, both being notably insubstantial 
productions. Most successful was Gall & 
Inglis' Imperial Globe Atlas of Modern 
and Ancient Geography (c.1887) 'con­
taining thirty-three imperial quarto maps 
with an alphabetical index of 20,000 
names'. The firm's School Atlas of Mod­
ern and Ancient Geography (c.1871) was 
aimed specifically at the growing educa­
tional market. Opportunities were also 
taken to satisfy popular interest in interna­
tional events with such productions as 
'Gall and Inglis' Map of the Seat of War 
in the Danubian Provinces and Greece, 
the Black Sea and the Caucasus' (c.1854). 

In 1877 Gall & Inglis purchased at 
auction part of the stock of George Frede­
rick Cruchley .4 This acquisition led the 
firm into the rapidly expanding market of 
touring and cycling cartography which 
was to become of growing importance to 
it. Predominant amongst the stock ac­
quired from Cruchley were plates which 
he had acquired when the Cary firm 5 

ceased trading. These were already 
ancient, some having been prepared at the 



beginning of the century. Nevertheless, 
Cary's maps were to enjoy another lease 
of life as they appeared over Gall & 
Inglis's own imprint or were, in turn, sold 
to other publishers such as Mason & 
Payne and Forster Groom who issued 
them as cycling maps in their own covers. 
Maps, for example, which had first ap­
peared together in Cary's New English 
Atlas in 1809 were bought in by the ath­
letic outfitter and cycle retailer E. Harri­
son of Oxford Street, London, for issue in 
his series of' 'Finger Post' Bicycle Road' 
guides with advertisements for his stock 
in the 1880s.6 

Cruchley' s name and reputation must 
have been of considerable commercial 
value to Gall & Inglis for generally the 
firm continued to issue his stock under his 
name, whereas the usual practice with ac­
quired stock was to alter the title to sug­
gest an original and up-to-date production 
and to feature the new publisher's name. 
Thus, the large Cary maps adapted by 
Cruchley into his 'railway' and 'tele­
graph' maps were issued 'Sixpence Co­
lored' into the next century by Gall & 
Inglis over its publishing imprint without 
any change of title. Similarly, the atlases 
containing these maps remained as 
Cruchley 's Railway and Telegraphic 
County Atlas of England and Wales when 
issued c.l878 and c.l887. The only alter­
ations were, in fact, the up-dating of rail­
way information and the substitution of 
printed colour for hand colouring. How­
ever, the delineation of railways and sta­
tions was as unreliable as it had been when 
Cruchley issued the maps and there was 
scant justification for Gall & Inglis's ad­
vertised echo of the previous owner's 
claims that 'These superior County Maps 
give the Name of every Station, also the 

Name of the Company each Railway be­
longs to'. 

Cary's plates provided Gall & Inglis 
with material which could be fashioned 
into ostensibly different map series by 
publication in variously titled, coloured 
covers portraying such road users as wal­
kers, horsemen, and cyclists which were 
more restrained in style than those of ri­
vals like Bacon7 and Letts. Thus, 'Cruch­
ley ' s County Maps of England ' were 
advertised by Gall & Inglis as being spe­
cifically for 'Cyclists, Tourists , &c .' 
whereas, in truth, they were simply litho­
graphic transfers taken from the 1/2-inch 
'Cary ' s Improved Map of England and 
Wales' first published in 65 sheets in 
1832. (Although this was a 'Cruchley ' 
series some maps were retitled to become 
'Gall & Inglis ' County' maps.) The sheets 
of this series were also advertised as the 
'Reduced Ordnance Map of England and 
Wales'. Unfortunately, the poor quality of 
the firm's maps did not justify its high 
prices which were generally above those 
charged by rivals in supplying the mass 
market. The popular 112-inch scale was 
also adopted by Gall & Inglis for its own 
'Half Inch ' maps of districts produced in 
the early twentieth century and for the 
'Graded Road ' maps which distinguished 
'superior' '· 'inferior', 'good ', and 'rough ' 
roads and 'dangerous' and 'steep' hills by 
colour. The 'Graded Road' maps of Scot­
land were far superior to any other of Gall 
&Inglis's road maps . 'Graded' or 'Safety ' 
cycling maps were also published at smal­
ler scales covering the country in just a 
few sheets using the same system of col­
oured road classification according to 
quality. The firm produced a 'Complete 
'Safety' Cycling Map ' of England & 
Wales at 15 miles to the inch for use in 
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promoting Cycling magazine. This maga­
zine also acquired maps from Gall & 
Inglis in order to issue them between its 
own covers. 

Gall & Inglis experimented with al­
ternative methods of road representation 
by resurrecting the road strip map which 
had been intermittently popular over the 
previous two centuries.8 The strip format 
was used to portray individual roads 
popular with cyclists. Thus, for example, 
the road to the Highlands from Edinburgh 
via Perth to Speyside and Inverness was 
presented in this form. A scale of 2 miles 
to the inch ensured that maps of the lon­
gest roads opened out to an unmanageable 
length. A 'strip route map' from London 
to York, Leeds, and Harrogate, for in­
stance, produced for sale by Cycling ma­
gazine at one shilling showing the various 
alternative routes with the contours of the 
road represented in section or 'profile' 
alongside, was some 8 feet long when 
fully extended. The road profiles which 
indicated the hillyness of the route were 
developed by Harry Inglis into his Con­
tour Road books to Great Britain and Ire­
land which first appeared in 1899. 
Sections along routes with heights, 'by 
H.R.G. Inglis', were also published fold­
ing in covers at about the same time and 
were sold for use as promotional material; 
the Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre Co., for in­
stance, adapted profiles by adding 
vignettes of cycling scenes and advertise­
ments for Dunlop products to produce its 
'Dunlop Road' charts centred on London 
in 1903. 

A lucrative aspect of cycling carto­
graphy which Gall & Inglis happily 
tapped was the demand for maps of the 
rural areas surrounding the growing 
towns, particularly London, which were 
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increasingly explored by the apparently 
tireless cyclist. Portions of the 65-sheet 
Cary sectional map, for instance, were 
issued in district sheets each centred on a 
town. 

Gall & Inglis's maps were also 
bought in by provincial publishers for 
issue as maps of their local areas; William 
Jenkins of Aberystwyth, for instance, 
used the firm's 112-inch map to produce 
his 'Reliable Rambling, Touring, Cy­
cling' map of 40 miles around the town. 
Harry Inglis collaborated with Arthur C. 
Armstrong to recommend 192 cycling 
routes with descriptions of the places and 
objects of interest to be found along them. 
The complete edition of their Short Spins 
round London (1906) contained 24 maps 
with descriptions showing all the roads 
and lanes of practical use to the cyclist 
within 20 miles of the capital.9 

At the same time as Gall & Inglis 
began to make provision for tourists and 
cyclists with maps, it also began to cater 
for visitors to the capital with plans of 
London. 10 Cruchley's 'Reduced Ord­
nance Map of London', first published 
c.l868, was re-published by Gall & Inglis 
c.1878. A 'Reduced Ordnance Map' ap­
peared c.l886 and in covers c.1895 titled 
'Gall & Inglis' Map and Guide to Lon­
don'. A 'New and Enlarged Edition, thor­
oughly Revised' was advertised as being 
the 'most detailed Map sold at this price', 
with 'Streets, Lanes, Railways, &c ... 
divided into Squares of Half Miles; 'Bus, 
Car, Steamer Routes, Postal Divisions, all 
marked; with Guide to the principal places 
of interest, and Index to Streets'. The same 
cover title was used c.1898 for 'Gall & 
Inglis' Large Scale "Five Inch" Map of 
London' which c.1898 became another 
'Reduced Ordnance Map of London'. At 



DEVELOPMENT OF GALL & INGLIS, PUBLISHERS 

James Gall Senior 
Printer in Potterow, Edinburgh, c.1808 

Partner in the printing firm of Hay, Gall & Co. 
Established independent business as a printer at 

24, Niddry Street, Edinburgh, in 1810. 

I 
Son: James Gall Junior 

Joined his father in partnership in 1838, the firm trading as 
'James Gall & Son' undl his resignation in 1847. 

1841: firm 's headquarters transferred to new premises at 
38, North Bridge although the Niddry Street premises 

remained in use until 1847. 

Robert Inglis 
Joined James Gall Senior in partnership in 1848, 

the firm trading as 'Gall & Inglis' . 
Headquarters moved to 6, George Street in 1857, 

with additional premises at 13, George Street. 

1872: London office opened at 30, Paternoster Row. 
This was transferred to 25, Paternoster Square in 1875, 

and then to 31, Henrietta Street in 1909 

1878: headquarters transferred to 20, Bernard Terrace 
where they remained until 1924 when the firm moved to 

12, Newington Road 

1880: James Gall Inglis joined his father Robert in partnership. 
Harry Robert Gall Inglis, the younger son, joined the partnership 

in 1887, the year of Robert Inglis's death. 
Harry took full control of the firm in 1913. 

Both brothers died in 1939, although the firm 
remained in the hands of the Inglis family through James ' s son 

Robert Morton Gall Inglis who became a partner in 1939 
only a week before his father's death. 
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the cheap end of the market were 'The 
Sixpenny Plan of London' ('Folded in 
Cover, showing the Streets, Railways, 
Steamer Routes, &c.') and 'Cruchley' s 
Handy Map of London'. More compre­
hensive provision was made for visitors to 
the capital by combining this 'Handy Map 
... beautifully Coloured ... with a new 
Guide and Index to the Streets' thus for­
ming 'a neat Pocket Companion to the 
City' . 

Gall & Inglis was one of the most 
important suppliers of the mass market in 
the later years of the nineteenth century 
and the early years of the twentieth. So 
important, in fact, that it was the finn 
which sprang to mind as representative of 
'particular private publishers' who 'fully 
satisfied' the demand for cheap small­
scale maps. Evidence to the Committee 
investigating the sale of Ordnance Survey 
maps concluded that there was no poten­
tial for sale of small-scale cycling maps 
produced by the Ordnance 'because there 
are so many people bringing out maps on 
a reduced scale, such as Messrs. Gall and 
I 1. } ' II ng IS supp y . 

NOTES 
1. [No author named, but: R.M.G. Inglis]: Gall & 

Inglis Publishers 1810-1960 [No publisher or 
publication date, but: Gall & Inglis (1960)] . 

2. The above work implies that the publication date 
ofthe Easy Guide to the Constellations was 1866 
but the British Library Map Catalogue dates it to 
c.1855 and its companion volume was certainly 
published in 1862. 

3. See: H.R.G. Inglis.: 'The roads that led to Edin­
burgh, etc.' in Proceedings of the Society of 

David Smith's two articles on the Bar­
tholomew business and its maps are 
scheduled to appear in the Autumn 
and Winter editions of this Journal. 
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The Historic Map of Poland that bears 
Stalin's Signature 

Non-aggression treaties were a major in­
strument of Soviet security policy from 
1925-33 and again 1939-1941. Between 
1933 and 1937, and in 1939 and 1941 they 
were also an element of National Socialist 
foreign policy. The two powers signed a 
total of 15 non-aggression treaties with 
other states. 

In spite of a non-aggression treaty 
signed between Germany and Poland on 
26 January 1934, the sensational Hitler­
Stalin pact was signed on 23 August 1939, 
in other words shortly before the outbreak 
of the Second World War on 1 September 
1939. This pact that flew in the face of all 
international law included the partition of 
Poland. In the days that followed, the pic­
ture of Stalin and Hitler's foreign minister 
Joachim von Ribbentrop looking on with 
a smile while the Soviet foreign minister 
added his signature caused a sensation as 
it made the rounds of the world's press. 

Until the advent of glasnost and per­
estroika in the late eighties, the relevant 
documents were treated as top secret or 
thought to be lost. On the German side, the 
scattering of the Foreign Office archives 
began in 1943, when German cities were 
the target of heavy bombing. Upon the full 
German retreat at the beginning of April 
1945 the order was given to start destro­
ying documents. 

Partly by design, partly by accident, 
the archives ofthe German Foreign Office 
found their way into Anglo-American 
hands. For the fact that Bonn possesses 
such complete files at all, we have to thank 
the far-sightedness of a former second 

secretary at the Foreign Office, Carl von 
Loesch, who was born to German parents 
in London in 1908. 

Carl von Loesch was an interpreter in 
Ribbentrop's foreign ministry. As if he 
had a premonition that the criminal Hitler­
Stalin pact would again have a role to play 
in the future, he disobeyed the order to get 
rid of about 20 rolls of film with photo­
graphs of 9725 pages of files. Loesch put 
the films in a biscuit tin and buried the 
historical treasure in Thuringia, before it 
disappeared into the archives of the West­
ern Allies. The films also included the 
secret supplementary protocols to the 
German-Soviet treaty, the existence and 
contents of which were called into ques­
tion until Gorbachev came to power. 

It was not until January 1959 that the 
former victorious powers returned the en­
tire National Socialist documents to the 
Federal Republic. Among the documents 
relating to the German-Soviet non-ag­
gression treaty of 23 August 1939 and the 
German-Soviet frontier and friendship 
treaty of 28 September 1939, are five So­
viet maps (scale 1:1 00,000) on which the 
course of the German-Soviet demarcation 
line through occupied Poland has been 
drawn in. Each of the five maps is signed 
by Molotov and the German ambassador, 
Count von der Schulenburg. 

The maps are contained in a folder, 42 
em high and 32 em wide, which is made 
of matt red fabric and can be tied with 
tape. The front bears the title, printed in 
gold letters in Russian: 'Maps to the Sup­
plementary Protocol between the USSR 
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Detail from the Poland Map of28.3.39, in possession of the German Foreign Office. 

and Germany - October 1939'. fication of the German-Soviet Treaty of 
A red leather folder with the same Friendship and the Frontier between the 

measurements and bearing the legend USSR and Germany of September 28, 
'Annex-MapstothelnstrumentofRati- 1939 and of the Supplementary Protocol 
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between the USSR and Germany of Oc­
tober 4, 1939', contains another set of 
maps showing the course of the border. 
The folds on each map are stamped with 
the official seal of the USSR People's 
Commissariat for Foreign Affairs. The 
names of Molotov and Schulenburg are 
not original signatures, however, but are 
written in block letters, as is customary in 
instruments of ratification. 

Of special value among the docu­
ments present as originals is a German 
map of eastern Central Europe or Poland 
on a scale of 1:1,000,000, on which the 
border between the German and Russian 
interests in Poland is entered in ink and 
authenticated by the signatures of Stalin 
and von Ribbentrop. 

This map of Poland consists of 28 
rectangles which are mounted in a seven­
by-four arrangement on a linen-like ma­
terial known by experts as shirting, which 
allows the map to be folded. Its full size is 
126 em wide by 110 em high. Its geo­
graphical extent is from Oland and Libau 
in the north to Budapest and Debrecen in 
the south. The legends on the map are in 
German. It shows the national boundaries 
as of 31 August 1939. In the lower left 
corner the producer is given as 'Litho­
graphisches Institut Berlin W 35'. 

How a map taken to Moscow by the 
German government delegation came to be 
an integral part of the German-Soviet frontier 
and friendship treaty of 28 September 1939 
was a phenomenon that impressed even the 
members of the German delegation. 

Two originals were made of the his­
torically significant 'Poland map' . 

The map intended for the Soviets was 
signed by Ribbentrop in thick red pencil 
in the lower left corner and also dated: 
28/IX/39. Stalin signed his name in thick 

blue pencil, finishing with a triumphal 
sweep from the last two letters of his 
name. From the highest point of his signa­
ture to the lowest, Stalin's signature 
measures as much as 58 em! At a point 
west of Lemberg (L'vov), Stalin and Rib­
bentrop used their coloured pencils to cor­
rect the demarcation line by a small strip 
in favour of the German interests, and 
Stalin indicated his agreement by a second 
smaller signature at this point. 

On the map of Poland kept in Bonn, the 
demarcation line is not entered in Stalin ' s 
blue pencil, but in the ink of the German 
cartographers, though it bears the original 
signatures of Stalin and Ribbentrop. 

From the German documents that 
have survived it is not possible to ascer­
tain whether the borderline adjustment 
was a copying error by the cartographer or 
the result of renewed negotiations. 

After the signing of the border treaty 
of28 September 1939, tough negotiations 
resulted in a small frontier projection in 
the south-west of Lithuania being 
conceded to Germany, though this was 
nevertheless occupied by the Red Army. 
It was not until 10 January 1941 that the 
two parties agreed on the payment of 7.5 
million gold dollars to the German Reich 
by the Soviet Union. 

In January 1941 the German envoy 
Andor Hencke, who was ordered by Rib­
bentrop to procure the maps, wrote in an 
account of the entry of the German-Soviet 
demarcation line on 28 September 1939 in 
the map he had procured: 'In Molotov 's 
large, plain and simply furnished office, 
the Reich foreign minister, Stalin and Mo­
lotov stood at a long green table covered 
with maps. The course of the new border 
was decided, with careful consideration to 
how the interests of the two states and 
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Minutes for the agreement of 28th September, 1939. 

those of the local people could best be more precisely with the aid of maps until 
reconciled. The frontier, first sketched in it was finally established. In the mean-
very broad terms, was defined more and time, of course, several amendments and 
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corrections were necessary. The carto­
graphers had no easy task keeping the 
entries up to date. At the same time they 
had to exercise the utmost care, as the 
slightest error, or even too thick a line, 
could play a role in the subsequent practi­
cal marking of the border on the ground. 
When full agreement had finally been 
reached, I presented the draft map to the 
Reich foreign minister and Stalin. Stalin 
wrote his name in large letters and jok­
ingly asked: "Is my signature clear 
enough for you?" This map, incidentally, 
was later put behind glass by the Soviet 
government as valuable archive material, 
and formed the most important, inviolable 
basis for the practical work of border de­
marcation. 

'Poland was destroyed and partitioned. 
We witnessed how Stalin with his own hand 
drew a thick blue line on a map, starting 
where the southern border of Lithuania met 
the eastern border of Germany, and extend­
ing southward to the Czechoslovakian bor­
der. On the basis of this line the 
German-Soviet border commission later 
had to demarcate the border, a task which 
caused a lot of trouble and led to lengthy 
discussions, because the Soviet negotiators 
stuck slavishly to the blue line even if this 
had nonsensical results in practice, like cut­
ting small towns or even buildings in half, 
simply because the line had been drawn by 
Stalin himself.' 

Stalin ' s 58 em-high signature was a 
curiosity from the point of view of inter­
national law too. For at that time Stalin did 
not hold any state office. Even though the 
whole world knew that Stalin as general 
secretary of the Soviet Communist Party 
was the real ruler of the Soviet Union, he 
refrained from performing any official 
state acts, especially in dealings with other 

countries. The German foreign minister' s 
opposite number as authorised negotiator 
and signatory was Vyacheslav Mikhailo­
vich Molotov, chairman of the Council of 
People's Commissars since 1930 and 
People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs 
since 4 May 1939. Indeed it was Molotov 
who signed the pacts of 23 August and 28 
September 1939, and also the secret and 
confidential supplementary agreements 
and annexes. Only the map which counted 
as an integral part of the frontier and 
friendship treaty of 28 September 1939 
was signed by Stalin. 

Even Stalin's presence on the brightly 
lit diplomatic stage at the making of the 
German-Soviet non-aggression treaty of 
23 August 1939 was a break with the 
tradition observed until then. 

A study of the documents reveals the 
unmistakable urgency with which the 
agreements were drafted. Hitler, in view 
of the decision he had already taken to 
attack Poland, was urging the earliest 
possible date for the signing of the agree­
ments. It is said that in the history of 
diplomacy there can hardly have been 
agreements of such significance of which 
the signed specimens were prepared in 
such a slovenly fashion . The same would 
also seem to have applied to the entries in 
the integrated maps. 

Were the contracting parties perhaps 
aware even as they signed their names that the 
treaties would soon be history and no longer 
worth the paper whey were written on? 

In autumn 1997 the Foreign Ministry 
in Bonn displayed some of its archives of 
agreements and protocols , including the 
historic map of Poland, at an exhibition 
under the title 'Zeitseugen' (Witnesses of 
our Time) in the Berlin State Library. 

OSWALD DREYER-EIMBCKE 
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J.A.L. FRANKS & CO., 
7, NEW OXFORD ST., 
LONDON WCIA IBA 

Tel 0171 405 0274 
Fax 0171 430 1259 

e-mail:- jalfranks@btinternet. com 

We stock maps of all parts of the world from the 16th to the 19th 
centuries, specialising in small, early maps. We exhibit at the 

Bonnington Map Fairs. 

England & Wales- Anon, cl794, 6 x 9 ems. see pl64 in Miniature 
Antique Maps by King. @ £65 
Sussex - Blome, 1673, 31 x 20~ ems. Ships & 3 decorative 
cartouches. @ £170 
Kent & Pas de Calais -Bellin, 1749, 86 x 58 ems; very fme 
cartouche. @ £180 
Holland- Porcacchi, 1590, 14 x 10 ems; includes parts of the 
neighbouring countries; compass rose & cartouche. £25 
S.Norway- Blaeu, c1645, 49 x 41 ems. South from 63°; cartouches, 
coats of arms & ships; coloured. @ £250 
Iceland- Mallet, 1683, 10 x 15 ems; fighting ships & whaling 
scenes; coloured. @ £75 
Pomerania- Heyns, 1583, 11 x 8 ems; later used in Ortelius' 
"Epitome"; ship, monsters & fme cartouche; coloured. @ £40 
Rome- Schonsperger, 1496, 33 x 8~ ems; woodcut on joined pages; 
set amid text; published in Augsburg; coloured. @ £220 
Kotor/Durres- Camocio, cl574, 21 x 16 ems; Ships, compass & 
ships.@ £70 
Lemnos- Bordone, 1534, 14 x 15 ems; interesting woodcut. @ £75 
Crete - Ortelius, 1612, 11 x 7 ems; coloured; Zacharakis # 1631 @ 
£60 
Asia Minor - Gastaldi, 1548, 17 x 13 ems; from an edition of 
Ptolemy's "Geografia". @ £80 
W. Africa- Ruscelli/Valgrisi, 1561,24 x 18 ems; an enlarged 
version of Gastaldi's original of 1548. @ £60 
India - Van der Aa, 1736, 30 x 22 ems; cartouche; coloured. @ £85 
Australia & N.Z.- Lizars, 1850,49 x 41 ems; with insets of the 
Colony ofNSW & Van Diemans Land; outline colour.@ £60 
S. Pole -Bertius, 1618, 13 x 9 ems; compass, ship & monster; shows 
a vast southern continent. @ £220 



Justus Liebig's Trade Card Maps 

Over a period of almost exactly a century 
the Liebig company produced trade cards 
as free gifts for customers. A few of these 
attractive cards depict maps as well as 
views and local produce. 

During the Hungry Forties when 
even bread was scarce and meat too costly 
for the general population a gifted Ger­
man chemist announced a spectacular 
breakthrough.' In 184 7, in his treatise Ex­
tractum Carnis, Justus Freiherr von 
Liebig explained how to make beef ex­
tract. 

Justus Freiherr von Liebig (the title 
Freiherror Baron being awarded in 1845) 
was born in Darmstadt (12 May 1803). He 
studied chemistry, becoming a teacher at 
Giessen University and helping to estab­
lish it as one of the premier scientific 
addresses in the middle of the nineteenth 
century. A researcher in many fields he is 
especially remembered for work in the 
field of organic chemistry. He was the 

discoverer of chloroform and gave the 
ethyl group C2H5 its name. He improved 
the techniques and approach to ultimate 
organic analysis. His research into animal 
and plant metabolism was highly regarded 
and he introduced the technique of artifi­
cial fertiliser. As well as discovering the 
meat extract Liebig's Fleischextrakt, he 
also discovered baking powder and the 
silver reflection for mirrors.2 

Not only did Liebig have a brain for 
the theoretical aspects of life , he was also 
a very practical person. In his treatise, he 
outlined how to produce the extract, and 
also explained where it should be made 
and offered to release details and his en­
dorsement free of charge. His plan was 
simple: in Germany the process would be 
costly, but in South America cattle were 
being slaughtered for their hides and the 
carcasses were often left to rot. If someone 
could produce the extract in Latin 
America to his quality standards, then von 
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Liebig would give his name to the product 
free of charge. 

It took fourteen years before a young 
civil engineer working in Brazil was able 
to submit a plan that satisfied von Liebig's 
requirements. George Christian Giebert 
was able to convince von Liebig that a 
plant in Uruguay could produce the 
quality of extract needed and he visited 
Germany and Britain before returning to 
Uruguay and setting up a plant at Fray 
Bentos on the Uruguay River. 

During 1863, Giebert in partnership 
with two brothers, Otto and George Gun­
ther, had a plant in production, shipping 
extract to Antwerp where it was put into 
stone jars with a label with von Liebig's 
name on it. In 1865 Liebig's Extract of 
Meat Company Limited was registered in 
London. 

Justus Freiherr von Liebig died in 
Munich in 1873 (18th April) and Giebert 
died the following year. In London the 
director was C.E. Gunther, just 25 years 
of age but following in his father's foot­
steps. In March 1899, in response to a new 
competitor, OXO was registered, being an 
improved version of the original beef ex­
tract. At the same time in Uruguay an 
Englishman, Charles Croker overcame 
difficulties in canning meat and a new 
product came onto the market: corned 
beef. 

The companies involved were inno­
vative in many other respects: they pub­
lished a newspaper Liebigs Annalen 
which gave information on the company 
and its products; and they distributed trade 
cards. The first of the attractive chromo li­
thic cards (Chromes) appeared in 1872. 
By the time printing of these cards ceased 
in 1973 some 1863 different sets had been 
produced. The variety of themes or sub-

jects for these 6 or 12 card series is re­
markable; from Alpine Flowers to Zone 
Language in Italy, from American Sky­
scrapers to Zarathustra with sets on Justus 
von Liebig and scenes from various fac­
tories, and all graced with the blue signa­
ture of von Liebig. 

For those interested in maps there are 
also a few cartographic series produced in 
the early twentieth century. Although the 
extract was invented by a German , 
strangely it is France that appears most on 
the cards of the time. There is one series 
that presents scenes of France together 
with a map. In the series French Rivers 
(732,3 1903) there is a typical regional 
scene of people in national costume, e.g. , 
a goatherd on stilts in local dress (with 
Bayonne at the mouth of the Adour in the 
background), typical produce (e.g. , fruit 
from the Garonne region) together with a 
view of a town or city and a small map of 
the particular river. In common with the 
vast majority of the Liebig sets there are 
six cards and the rivers are the Adour, 
Garonne, Rhone, Seine, Charente and 
Loire. And ever present is a picture of a 
jar of Liebig's Meat Extract and the name 
of the product. Although other series such 
as French Colonies (950, 1909) and 
France ' s Ports were produced (1 057, 
1912) these did not have maps. 

Two series depicting important straits 
were issued in 1906; the first was Euro­
piiische Wasserstrassen (Straits of Eu­
rope , 866); the second was 
Ausser-Europiiische Wasserstrassen 
(Straits outside Europe, 866). The former 
depicts the Straits of the Bosphorus, 
Straits of Messina, Straits of Calais, 
Straits ofKertsch (in the Black Sea) , Sund 
Strait (between Denmark and Sweden) 
and Straits of Gibraltar. Each has a person 
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in national costume, scenic view and map. 
The latter set has the Straits of Bab-el­
Mandeb (Red Sea), Bering Straits, Korea, 
Maghalaes (Magellan), Torres and Ma­
lakka (Sumatra) with the same format. 
Similar series depicting canals , e.g. The 
Panama Canal (1 092, 1920), did not have 
a map as part of the design. 

The text of the card is usually in Ger­
man but English, French and Italian cards 
can also be found. Considering the usual 
size of such a card was only 70 x 105 mm 
there is an extraordinary amount of detail. 
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And on the reverse of each card was infor­
mation of the front scene together with an 
advertising slogan advocating the use of 
the extract and sometimes a warning Only 
genuine if the stone jar has J v. LIEBIG in 
blue script across the label. Frequently 
there was also a recipe such as for a simple 
bouillon or for lamb cutlets in cabbage as 
can be found on the reverse of my personal 
favourites, the Rhine cards. 

In 1901 Liebig produced a set of six 
cards depicting the Course of the Rhine 
from Bingen to Coblenz (680). This set 



has an aerial panorama of the Rhine with 
scenes of castles or beauty spots in a series 
of vignettes along the sides, including the 
Tower of Mice, Ehrenbreitstein and the 
Lorelei cliffs, all favourite sights for river 
passengers. The cards were designed for 
laying next to each other to present a 
complete picture of the river. Once again 
the stone jar with label is prominent. The 
cards were numbered and the reverse has 
a small amount of text on that stretch of 
the river. Each card included a recipe, e.g. 
card 3 has a recipe for roast pheasant and 
card 6 a recipe for soup suitable for some­
one who is ill. 

In 1968 the original Liebig company 
joined a well-known firm, to become 
Brooke Bond Liebig, merging a couple of 

years later. In 1984 Brooke Bond Oxo, as 
it had become, was taken over by 
Unilever. In memory of the founder the 
Liebig-Denkmtize prize for outstanding 
chemists has been awarded every year 
since 1903. 

NOTES 
1. Background information has been taken from 'The 

Liebig-Oxo Story ' by J. Herbert Wilson in Ciga­
rette Card News and Trade Card Chronicle 
issues January, February and March 1985. This 
magazine is the journal of the London Cigarette 
Card Company Limited. I am grateful to the 
Company for providing copies of the magazine. 

2.Der Grosse Knaur, Lexikographisches Institut, 
Munich, 1982. 

3. This is the reference number in the Catalogue of 
Liebig Cards, 1996 edition, printed by the Lon­
don Cigarette Card Company Ltd . 
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Editor 

Lake House, King's Ride 
Ascot, Berks SL5 7 JW 

Unfortunately I was unable to attend 
the Members Evening on January 27th, 
but I may be able to add a little to the 
discussion: 

Melville & Co. 
Bob Bartlett was unable to track 

down this publisher. F.R. Melville & Co. 
was a Reading firm that published Mel­
ville and Co. 's Directory of Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Bedford­
shireandNorthamptonshire in 1867. The 
company existed only a short time and 
they are not mentioned in the Reading 
directories of 1864 and 1874. The maps 
were late issues of the Darton/Dix county 
maps published by Darton & Hodge. 

George Richmond 
Raymond Frostick showed a map of 

Norwich district by George Richmond. I 
enclose a leaflet from this publisher which 
showed he was willing to produce to order 
maps of any locality. They were dissected 
composite sheets of the late 112-inch Cary 
maps originally produced in the 1820s and 
which had come into the hands of Gall & 
Inglis. Richmond produced his maps in 
the 1880s and 1890s. I have copies of the 
Brighton, Oxford and Windsor maps in 
my collection, and I know of the Bath, 
Chipping Norton and reading maps. Since 
all of these contain large swathes of Berk­
shire, they are noted in my Printed Maps 
of Berkshire. 

Yours sincerely 
EUGENE BURDEN 
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Dear Editor 

5 Aldersgrove 
East Molesey 

Surrey KT8 OAB 

I am grateful to Eugene Burden for 
sending me a copy of his letter to you. His 
interest in Mel ville and Co.'s maps 
prompts me to amplify the necessarily 
brief report of my contribution to the 
Farmers' Club meeting which appeared in 
the Journal. 

The full title of the map I showed is 
'Melville & Co.'s Map of Staffordshire 
engraved for the proprietors by David 
Smith, 23 Church Street, Birmingham'. 
The map is undated but the representation 
of railways suggests it appeared in about 
1852. The map is not listed by the British 
Library Map Library and I could find no 
mention of Melville and Co. in any of the 
cartobibliographies or other books on 
maps in my collection. However, in the 
Royal Historical Society's 1950Guide to 
Directories published up to 1856, Mel­
ville and Co. is reported as the publisher 
of a Directory of W ol verhampton, 1851; 
this was issued with a map but the area 
covered is not indicated. I have found a 
mention of a David Smith who was active 
in producing maps in Glasgow but he died 
in 1844. Tooley mentions a D. Smith who 
engraved a map of Birmingham in 1860 
and who is a more likely contender as the 
engraver of this Staffordshire map, but no 
further information is given. 

Geoff Armitage of the British Map 
Library put me in touch with Geoffrey L. 
King whose useful checklist of printed 
Staffordshire maps terminates in 1850, 
just short of the relevant date in this case 
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Mr King confirmed that my map did in­
deed come from the Wolverhampton di­
rectory and kindly sent me photocopies of 
the title page and preface. These name the 
printer as J. Stanley of Worcester and give 
the proprietor's address as Wolverhamp­
ton. Mr King also confirmed that David 
Smith was an engraver and printer who 
had various addresses in Birmingham in 
the middle years of the nineteenth cen­
tury. 

I was interested in Eugene's informa­
tion on the maps in 'Melville and Co.'s 
Directory of Berkshire, Oxfordshire ... ' 
( 1867) as their source is not the same as 
the map in the Wolverhampton directory. 
The Dix/Darton and Melville maps of 
Staffordshire are at identical scales but 
even a brief examination shows that while 
the geographical contents are similar, they 
are clearly not printed from the same 
plate. The close similarity of the layouts, 
for example, Smith's engraving of St. 
Peter's Church, Wolverhampton, where 
Dix/Darton has one of Dudley Castle, in 
the first issue and of Lichfield Cathedral 
in later issues, suggests that Smith may 
have used Dix as a crib. According to 
Geoffrey King's checklist, the Dix/Dar­
ton map was used in White's History, 
gazetteer and directory of Staffordshire in 
1834 and 1851. perhaps it was because 
this map was unavailable to Melville in 
1851 that David Smith was commissioned 
to produce a new one. 

Yours sincerely 
BOB BARTLETT 

6 Simmons Place 
Staines, Middx TW18 3HW 

Dear Editor 
Part of the IMCoS symposium in 
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Hungary was a visit to the Danube Mu­
seum in Esztergom where what we were 
able to view included maps that had pre­
viously been described to us in an interes­
ting talk by Dr Delilc He had mentioned a 
set of border line sections, dated 1703, 
from surveys carried out by Johann Chris­
toph Muller under the auspices of Count 
Marsigli. These 39 sections were accom­
panied by two further sheets comprising 
91 miniature plans or, more accurately, 
topographical views, in rather curious me­
dallion form (illustrated on page 25, 
IMCoS Journal No. 72). Apparently these 
depicted elements of the landscape that 
provided markers for future reference, in 
areas where there were few or no very 
obvious natural features that could be 
used, such as a sizeable river. 

Given the many disputes that have 
arisen over the interpretation of precise 
national and other border lines from even 
well surveyed maps or plans, this would 
seem to have been a useful device in its 
time. However, I am not aware of it being 
used elsewhere, certainly not to anything 
like the same extent. Does any reader 
know of other examples or of anything 
similar? 

Yours sincerely 
ALAN BARTLETT 

Dear Editor 
Cosimo appreciates why Catherine 

Delano Smith's academic sensibilities 
should have been offended by James 
Cowan's The Mapmaker's Dream (her 
letter in the last Journal), but he is sorry 
that she saw fit to condemn his storytell­
ing in such intemperate terms. After all, 
storytelling is what it purports to be, not 
an academic dissertation or cartographic 
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reference work. 
It is most unlikely that the very many 

people who bought and the many who 
evidently enjoyed the book, which in­
cluded her paragon Dava Sobel, were un­
duly concerned before or after reading it 
about its precise cartographical or histori­
cal accuracy. Incidentally, Cosima did not 
wonder why Sobel's Longitude had been 
so much more remarked upon, his com­
ment was that the Dream was an even 
more surprising success. All that said, it 
remains a puzzle why Cowan, with a 
seemingly scholarly background, should 
have indulged in inaccuracies. Was it ne­
gligence, since it appears that facts would 
not have been too difficult for him to 
ascertain? Or was it deliberate - some 
form of poetic licence, following T.S. 
Eliot's plaintive enquiry: 'Where is the 
wisdom we have lost in knowledge? 
Where is the knowledge we have lost in 
information?' 

Finally, Catherine Delano Smith's 
criticism that 'Cosima fails to point to any 
of Cowan's gross factual misrepresenta­
tions' is easily explained. He neither has 
the competence, nor was that his purpose. 
Simply a lover of all things to do with 
maps and mapping, he sought to draw the 
attention of others of that ilk to what he 
considered to be 'a jolly good read'. He 
does find disturbing her comments im­
plying Journal readers need to be pro­
tected from anything regarded as 
academically incorrect. As it happens, 
that does not arise with his piece else­
where in this current Journal since it deals 
with an entirely imaginative work of fic­
tion. 

Yours sincerely 
COSIMO 
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International News & Events 
1998 17th International Symposium 

Tokyo, Japan 
3-6 October 
Contact: Mr Hideo Fujiwara 
Inokashira 5-2-5, Mitaka, 
Tokyo-181 
Tel: 00-81-422-42-1655 
Fax: 00-81-422-42-7662 

KKR Hotel 
1-4-1 Ote-machi Chiyoda-ku 
Tel: +81-3-3287-1368 
Fax: +81-3-3287-2998 

1999 18th International Symposium 
Istanbul, Turkey 
Likely dates: 10-14 October 
Contact: Muhtar Katircioglu 
Karanfil Araligi 14 
Levent, Istanbul 
Tel: 90-212- 64 17 86 

2000 19th International Symposium 
Reykjavik, Iceland 
Likely dates: 15-18 September 

JAPAN 1998 

There is still time for members to register 
for the 17th International IMCoS Sympo­
sium in Tokyo in October. Apply direct to 
the contact address above, or to Regent 
Holidays for those travelling from UK. 

Mr Fujiwara, symposium organiser, 
has sent the following information about 
the papers that will be presented at our 
Sympsium in Tokyo: 

Keynote address: 'Some characteristics of 
Japanese Cartography' by Professor 
Emeritus Kazutaka Unno of Osaka 
University. 

This will deal with the materials of 
maps, and the relation between life space 
and maps. 

'Screens with maps of the world' byTa­
dayoshi Miyoshi of Kobe City Museum. 

Discussing the Japanese encounter 
with European world maps. 
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'Japanese antique maps in the Edo era', by 
Kazumasa Yamashita, Architect, and 
IMCoS Representative in Japan. 

Concerning the beauty and pleasure 
to be found in Japanese maps. 
'From Alexander to Abraham - The 
Western image of Asia in the Renaiss­
ance' by Lutz Walter, of the Antique 
Map Society of Japan. 

The expression of Asian images and 
their transformation in European maps. 

'Kuniezu (Country maps) of the Edo Sho­
gunate' by Hirotada Kawamura, Toa 
University. 

In the Edo era, a national project to 
prepare country maps was established. 

'Flying cartographer - Gountei Sada­
hide - and his bird's eye views', by 
Y ouzo Yokota, Historical Museum of 
Kanagawa Prefecture. 

These bird's eye views were printed 



from wood blocks in full colour with very 
attractive motifs. 

'Mount Fuji in maps ' , by Ritsuzo Ho­
riuchi of The Antique Map Society of 
Japan. 

For Westerners, Mount Fuji is prob­
ably the best-known landmark of Japan. 
This paper examines how it appeared in 
maps of the Edo era. 

For participants travelling from UK 
Contact: Regent Holidays (UK) Ltd 
15 John Street, Bristol BSl 2HR 
Tel:(44)(0)-1179211711 
Fax: (44)(0)117 925 4866 

The flight to Tokyo will by by KLM 
through Amsterdam. Seats have been 
reserved for those who applied before 1st 
May. Hotels should be booked direct. 

For participants from other countries 
in Europe: 

Those who wish to travel through 
London should contact Regent, as above. 

For participants travelling from 
USA/Canada 

Contact: William 1. Warren 
1109 Linda Glen Drive 
Pasadena, CA 91105 
Tel: (626) 792-9152 
Fax:(626)568-4945 
e-mail: wjwarren@ aol.com 

Post Symposium Tour 
The Japan Travel Bureau in Tokyo 

will contact participants direct, if they 
have indicated on their registration forms 
that they wish to join the Post Symposium 
Tour. Final plans are being prepared, and 
it is expected that information will be 
mailed shortly. 

* * * * * 
Bill Warren, President of the California 
Map Society, wrote about the IMCoS 
Symposium for his own members in their 
Newsletter. I think IMCoS members in 
other countries would enjoy it too, so I 
have asked his permission to repeat it 
here: 

Have you ever considered seeing 
Japan, but hesitated to go because you 
didn't want to join a 'standard tour 
group?' Nothing turns many of us off 
more than being saddled with a tour group 
whose interests are diametrically opposed 
to ours. You want to see museums, they 
want to shop. You want to explore inter­
esting libraries, they want to eat at the 
local Hard Rock Cafe or their choice of 
haute cuisine is McDonald's french-fries . 

You say, 'Never again. ' 
Well there is an alternative. Would 

you consider joining a group of California 
Map Society members as they meet with 
other people from around the world who 
are interested in maps? Would you enjoy 
hearing from world class speakers and 
touring museums and libraries, all with a 
special emphasis on maps. 

The International Map Collectors ' 
Society will offer a chance to do just that. 
From Saturday October 3 through Tues­
day October 6 we will meet in Tokyo for 
the 17th International Symposium. A post 
conference tour will visit Kyoto and Kobe 
from October 7th to the 11th. Antique 
maps exhibits will be arranged in both 
places. English speaking guides through-
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out and the conference proceedings will 
be in English. 

Having been at the Budapest meeting 
last October I can tell you this is a friendly 
and interesting group of highly educated 

people with a common interest. You will 
meet people from around the world, many 
of whose names you will recognise ... 
Most attendees will bring their spouses, so 
it's not all deep map theory, believe me. 

***** 
Sugested reading 

Simon Halewood of the Japan Convention Alan Booth: The Roads to Sata 
Bureau- London Office has kindly sup- Penguin Travel Library. ISBN 0-14-
plied the following list of books. 009566-7 

Guide books 
The Lonely Planet Japan (6th edition) 
ed. Taylor, Goncharoff, Florence Row­
thorn 
Lonely Planet Publications. ISBN 0-
86442-493-0 

Cadogan Guides Japan 
ed. Lloyd-Parry 
Cadogan Books. ISBN 0-947754-72-5 

Introduction to Japan 
ed. Alan Booth 
Odyssey Pubs, Hong Kong 
ISBN 962-217-188-5 

Overviews of Japanffokyo (from a for­
eigner's perspective) 
Boyd de Mente: Japan Made Easy- All 
You Need to Know to Enjoy Japan 
Passport Books (NTC Publ. Group, 
USA).ISBN 0-8442-8533-1 

Alex Kerr: Lost Japan 
Lonely Planet Journeys I Lonely Planet 
Publications. ISBN 0-84662-370-5 

Paul Waley: Tokyo: City of Stories 
Weatherill, New York - Tokyo. ISBN 
0-8348-0227-9 
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Alan Booth: Looking for the Lost: Journeys 
Through a Vanishing Japan. Kodansha Int., 
New York, Tokyo, London, 1995. 

Historical Perspective 
Richard Tame: A Traveller's History of 
Japan 
Windrush Press. ISBN 0-900075-57-0 

Lesley Downer: On the Narrow Road to 
the Deep North -Journey into a Lost 
Japan 
Jonathan Cape. ISBN 0-224-02603-9 

Cartographic Perspective 
J.B. Harley & David Woodward (ed): The 
History of Cartography, Volume Two, 
Book Two: Cartography in the Tradi­
tional East and Southeast Asian Societies. 
Univ of Chicago. ISBN 0-226-31637-8. 
Pages 346-477 cover maps of Japan 

Hugh Cortazzi: Isles of Gold: Antique 
Maps of Japan. 
Tokyo: Weatherill. 

Kazutaka Unno, Oda Takeo & Muroga 
Nobuo (ed): Nihon kochizu taisei (Great 
collection of Japanese maps). Tokyo: Ko­
dansha. Many coloured plates. 



IMCoS- JUNE 1998 

ANNUAL DINNER 

at 
Royal Over-Seas League, London 

on 
Friday, 12 June 1998 

7.15 for 8.00 pm 

16th ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM 

at 
OXFORD 

in the 
Bodleian Library 

and 
The School of Geography 

on Saturday, 13th June 1998 

INTERNATIONAL MAP FAIR 

at 
Forte Crest Hotel, Coram Street, Bloomsbury, London. 

Doors open to IMCoS members at 10.00 am 
and to the public at 10.30 am. 

Thirty-six standholders from eight countries 
with maps of all parts of the world for sale. 

Valuation and Identification desk for maps brought in by the public. 

'Bargains for Beginners' table with maps kindly donated by members and available at 
very cheap rates, especially for young collectors. 
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IMCoS 16th Annual Symposium 

Saturday 13th June 1998 
at 

The Bodleian Library, Oxford 

Symposium Organiser: Valerie Scott 

Morning Session 
9.45 am. In the Bodleian Library 

Looking at maps in the Bodleian Library 
(in three groups): 
In the Locke Room, Nick Millea will talk 
on 'Maps in the Bodleian Library' 
In the Curators' Room, Paula Dry burgh 
will talk on 'The Todhunter Allen Col­
lection' 

12.30 pm. Lunch (arrangements to be an­

nounced) 

Afternoon Session 
2.15 pm.In the School of Geography, 

Mansfield Road 

David Fletcher: 'The Emergence of Es­
tate Maps and the Oxford Colleges' 

This paper will examine the reasons for 
the development of mapping as a way of 
recording the landed properties belonging to 
the colleges of the University of Oxford. 
Why, when mapping was an expensive tech­
nique, did it come to be used increasingly as 
a property record, replacing or augmenting 
the written survey? A significant factor may 
have been the remoteness of much of the 
property from the central college base in 
Oxford and the potential of the map to paint 
a picture of a place unknown to the peruser. 
The paper also examines how college estate 
maps were used and the effect of their use. 
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The use of maps for recording property and 
clarifying the boundaries of disputed 
property are examined. The role of maps in 
agricultural, industrial and urban develop­
ment is also considered to fill out our under­
standing of why the estate map, an important 
graphic record of land, came to flourish in 
the colleges of Oxford. 

Laszlo Gr6f: Richard Davis of Lew­
knor: Land surveyor, estate agent and 
enclosure commissioner 

From a modest estate agent, advertising 
his services in •. . . Purchasing, Selling, or 
Letting of Estates, Houses, &c.', Richard 
Davis went on to become a well-known 
Oxfordshire land surveyor and, as commis­
sioner to a number of the parliamentary en­
closures, a well-to-do country squire. His 
16-sheet map of the County of Oxford, pub­
lished in 1797, is a wonderful record of the 
county in the 18th century, noting the many 
changes that had taken place in the city 
following the Oxford Improvement Act of 
1771, and in the countryside in the wake of 
the enclosures. Appointed to the title of 
Royal Topographer in 1786, Davis's reputa­
tion, and his wealth, grew rapidly. He built 
himself Grove Cottage, complete with deer 
park, at the foot of the Chiltems, alas too late 
to be included on his own map. Following 
his death in 1814 the plates of the map of the 
County of Oxford passed to his daughter 
Elizabeth, his son Thomas apparently 
preferring shooting to surveying and callis­
thenics to cartography ... 



Reception 
Sanders of Oxford welcomes IMCoS participants to their Gallery at 104 High Street, Oxford to 

view their collections of maps and prints. 
Refreshments will be available during the day and following the afternoon session. Premises 

are not too large, so small groups are recommended. 

Transport from London 
A coach will take participants from London to Oxford and back. For further infonnation contact 

IMCoS Secretary Harry Pearce. Tel: 0181-769 5041 or Fax: 0181-677 5417. 

Notes on the Speakers 

NICK MILLEA, Map Curator, Bodleian Li­
brary, graduated with a Geography Degree from 
the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, followed 
by a Postgraduate Diploma in Library and Infor­
mation Studies at Manchester Polytechnic. His 
professional career has involved working with the 
map collections at Manchester Central Library, 
Northumberland County Library at Morpeth, the 
University of Sussex Map Library in Brighton, 
and since 1992 he has been at the Bodleian. He is 
a founder member of The Oxford Seminars in 
Cartography steering group. He has delivered 
papers on maps and map librarianship to groups 
including the British Cartographic Society, 
Charles Close Society, International Society of 
the Curators of Early Maps, Library Association, 
and Society of Cartographers, and will be provid­
ing a general overview of the role of the map 
collection within the Bodleian Library for the 
IMCoS Symposium. 

PAULA DRYBURGH studied Geography at 
Aberdeen University, including units on surve­
ying and cartography. After a training position 
with North Yorkshire County Library, she com­
pleted her professional librarianship qualifica­
tions while community librarian at Aboyne, 
Aberdeenshire. She is now working on listing and 
fully cataloguing the Todhunter Allen Collection 
at the Bodleian Library. The Todhunter Allen 
Collection was a private collection containing 
several thousand maps which was gifted to the 
Bodleian in 1987. It is unusual in its coverage of 
three centuries of British mapping, with more 
than a hundred county atlases, two sets of the 
Ordnance Survey 'Old series' , numerous county 
maps, examples of thematic mapping, and British 
mapping of the world. 

DAVID FLETCHER graduated from St John's 
College, University of Oxford, where he held an 
Open Scholarship in Geography. Subsequently, he 
undertook research on English estate maps for his 
Ph.D. at the University of Exeter, supervised by 
Professor Roger Kain. He is currently a Lecturer in 
Geography at London Guildhall University where 
his teaching and research continue on the history of 
cartography. Current research interests include 
r_napping oflocal government boundaries. His book 
The emergence of estate maps: Christ Church, 
Oxford, 1600-1840 was published by Oxford 
University Press in 1995. 

LASZLO GROF came from a military survey 
background, and later studied history at Oxford. 
He started collecting maps of his native Hungary 
in the early 1960s and now concentrates on col­
lecting maps of historic Hungary from all the 
editions of Ortelius ' Theatrum. In 1987 he do­
nated maps from his collection for a pennanent 
exhibition to his native town of Sarvar, Western 
Hungary, which is housed there at the Nadasdy 
Castle. His current research includes the life of 
Count Marsigli, and the maps of the continents by 
Peter Bod, the 18th century Hungarian scholar 
and cartographer. He has published widely both 
in The Map Collector and Cartographica Hun­
garica, as well as other journals. The catalogue 
for the exhibition at Nactasdy Castle has now 
become a standard reference work for printed 
maps of Hungary. He has also researched the life 
and work of the 18th century English surveyor 
and cartographer Richard Davis ofLewknor and 
has provided infonnation and material for the 
bicentennial exhibition of Davis's County Map at 
the Local Studies Centre, Westgate, Oxford. 
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EIGHTEENTH INTERNATIONAL ANTIQUE MAP FAIR 

Forte Crest Bloomsbury Hotel, Coram St 
London WClN lHT 

Sunday June 14th, 1998. Open 10.30am- 5.30 pm 
IMCoS Members will be admitted from 10.00 am 

List of Exhibitors 
AX. Map Identification D13. Tooley Adams H27. Jonathan Potter 

& Valuation Dl4. Clive Burden H28. Mrs D.M. Green 
Al. Hanno Schreyer E15. Nicolas J29. Johannes Muller 
A2. Paulus Swaen E16. Altea 130. The Ark 
A3. Armando Morbiato F17. Intercol 131. 1. & R. Casten 
A4. Brendan Moss F18. Marcus Perini 132. Nikolas Struck 
BS. Ben Hoepelman F19. Robert Frew 133. Adina S. Sommer 
B6. Mercator F20. G.-R. Schmidt 134. Map Collector Pbns 
B7. Henry Taliaferro F21. Paralos 135. Robert Putnam 
C8. Gebroder Haas G22. F.J. Manasek 136. Garwood & Voigt 
C9. Lee Jackson G23. Jeffrey D. Mancevice 
C10. Reinhold Berg G24. Roderick M. Barron D. Beginners' Bargains 
D 11. Friedrich Weissert G25. Martayan Lan 
D 12. J .A.L. Franks G26. Richard B. Arkway 

I D 11-14 I 

CS-10 

H27-28 J 29-36 

G22-26 F 17-21 

BS-7 

~I A 1-4 I 

E 
15-16 

~ 
simplified plan, not to scale ENTRANCE 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF EXHIBITORS- 1998 

Name & Stand No. 

Altea Antique Maps 

The Ark 

Richard B. Arkway 
Inc. 

Roderick M. Barron 

Ant. Rheinhold 
Berg 

Address & Telephone No. 

E16 34 Wentworth Road 
London NW11 ORN 
Tel: 0181-455 4132 
Fax:0181 731 9723 
email: altea@dial.pipex.com 

J30 Dr Fritz Muller 
Suderein 40 
9255 LC TIETJERK 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Tel: +31-0511-432146 
Fax: +31-0511-432135 

G2659 East 54th Street 
NEW YORK 
NY 10022, USA 
Tel: 212 751 8135 
Fax: 212 832 5389 

G2421 Bayham Road 
Sevenoaks 
KENTTN13 3XD 
Tel & Fax: 01732-742558 

CIOWahlenstrasse 6 
D-93047 REGENSBURG 
GERMANY 
Tel: 0049-941-52229 
Fax: 0049-941-52229 

Clive A. Burden Ltd D14 Elmcote House, The Green 
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth 
HERTS WD3 3HN 
Tel: 01923 772 3871778097 
Fax: 01923 896 520 
e-mail: philipglenn@caburden.com 

Speciality 

Fine selection of world 
maps and atlases. Gallery 
(Wed or Sat) 1000--1700 
hrs or by appointment, 
114 Islington High St, 
London Nl 

Specialising in Maps, 
Prints, Books of 
Discovery, and early 
Ethnography. 

Dealer in fine antique 
Maps, Atlases and 
Voyage books. 

Rare & Decorative 
Atlases, Maps & Globes. 
Specialist in items relating 
to South East Asia & the 
Far East. 

Antique Maps & Atlases, 
Illustrated Books, 
Decorative Prints. 

Antique Maps, Atlases, 
Topographical Prints, 
Decorative and Natural 
History, Prints & Vanity 
Fair. 
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Name & Stand No. Address & Telephone No. Speciality 

Jo Ann & Richard J31 4 Dodge Lane Maps, Atlases 15th-19th 
Casten Ltd OLDFIELD Centuries, World, 

NY11733, USA America, Holy Land 
Tel: 516-689-3018 Maps. 
Fax:516-689-8909 

J.A.L. Franks Ltd D12 7 New Oxford Street Antique Maps of most 
LONDON WC1A 1BA types and areas with an 
Tel: 0171 405 0274 emphasis on small, early 
Fax: 0171 430 1259 Maps. 
e-mail: jalfranks @binternet.com 

Robert Frew Ltd F19 106 Gt Russell Street General antiquarian Maps 
LONDON WC1B 3NA and Atlases. 
Tel: 0171-5802311 
Fax: 0171-580 2313 
e-mail: 
robertfrew@robertfrewwltd.demon.co.uk 

Garwood & Voigt J36 55 Bayham Road Fine & Rare Books, Maps 
Sevenoaks TN 13 3XE & Prints Worldwide. 
Tel: 01732 460025 
Fax: 01732 460026 

Mrs D.M. Green H28 7 Tower Grove Maps of Great Britain, 
Weybridge Road Maps and Town 
SURREY KT13 9LX Plans. 
Tel: 01932 241 105 

Antiquariat C8 Sonnenblick 8a Old Maps and Prints, 
Gebr. Haas oHG D-47551 Bedburg-Hau/Ndrh Atlases, Illustrated Books, 

GERMANY Travel, Topography, 
Tel: 02821 6336 Decorative Prints. 
Fax: 02821 6739 

Antiquariat Ben BS Eikendonk 11 Maps, Views, Atlases. 
Hoepelman 5268 LB HEL VOIRT 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Tel: 31 411 641212 
Fax: 31 411 643131 
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Name & Stand No. Address & Telephone No. 

Intercol London F17 43 Templars Crescent 
LONDON N3 3QR 
Tel: 0181 349 2207 
Fax:Ol81 346 9539 

Lee Jackson C9 2 Southampton Street 

Jeffrey D. 
Mancevice Inc. 

F. J. Manasek 

Map Collector 
Publications Ltd 

Martayan Lan Rare 
Maps 

LONDON WC2E 7HA 
Tel: 0171 240 1970 
Fax: 0171 240 1970 

G2362 Berwick Street 
Worcester, MA 01602 
USA 
Tel: 508 755 7421 
Fax: 508 755 2317 

G22Box 1204 
Norwich, VT 05055-1204 
USA 
Tel: 802 649 1722 
Fax: 802-649-2256 

J34 48 High Street, Tring 
HERTS HP23 5BH 

Tel: (0) 1442 82 4977 
Fax: (0)1442 82 7712 
e-mail: gp86@dial.pipex.com 
website: http://www.mapcollector.com 

G2548 East 57 Street, 4th floor 
NEW YORK, NY 10022 
USA 
Tel: 212 308 0018 
Fax: 212 308 0074 

Speciality 

World & British County 
Maps, Playing Card Maps 
and related Ephemera. 
Gallery: (Wed. or Sat 
1000-1700 or by 
appointment) 114 Islington 
High Street, LONDON N1 

Antique Map Shop in 
Covent Garden, London. 
Open Monday-Friday 
I 000-1730. Fine selection 
covering all areas of the 
World. Also 
Topographical & 
Botanical Prints. 

Early Printed Maps and 
Views. Travel Books. 

Maps, Atlases, Books 
about Maps. 

Publisher and Distributor of 
Books on the History of 
Cartography. Quarterly 
Booklists available. 

Early and Rare Maps of 
all parts of the World. 
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Name & Stand No. 

Mercator 
(Robert Braeken) 

Address & Telephone No. 

B6 Achter Clarenburg 2 
3511 JJ Utrecht 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Tel & Fax: +31 30 2 321342 

Morbiato Armando A3 Via Mazzini 12 

Brendan M. Moss 
Esq. 

Johannes Muller 

Nicolas 

Marcus Perini 

Paralos Ltd 
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35010 Vigonza (PADOVA) 
ITALY 
Tel: +49 80 96 824 

A4 #110 -332 Water St 
(Gas town) 
VANCOUVER BC 
V6B 1B6 

CANADA 
Tel: 604 662 8171 

J29 Hildmannpl. 1 A 
A-5020 SALZBURG 
AUSTRIA 
Tel: 00 43 662 846338 
Fax: 00 43 662 846338 

ElS 59 Fallowcourt A venue 
LONDON N12 OBE 
Tel: 0181 445 9835 
Fax:0181 446 9615 
e-mail : ani @nicolasbooks.demon.co.uk 

F18 Via A. Sciesa 11 
37122 VERONA 
ITALY 
Tel & Fax: :045 803 0073 

F21 4th Floor 
23/24 Margaret Street 
LONDON WIN 7LB 
Tel: 0171 637 0796 
Fax: 0171 637 0819 

Speciality 

Rare Maps and Charts of 
all parts of the World. 

Maps from all over the 
World. 

Antiquarian Map Dealer 
specializing in: West 
Coast ofCanada, Ireland, 
Small Maps. Low to 
middle price range. 

Antique Maps, 
Topographical Views. 

General Atlases, Maps, 
Prints, Ill. Books and 
Albums. Speciality: All 
material on countries of 
Central & Eastern 
Mediterranean and theM. 
East. 

Early Maps & Atlases­
Travel Books. 

Spcialising in Maps, 
Atlases, Illutstrated Travel 
Books, Classics. Private 
premises by appointment. 



Name & Stand No. Address & Telephone No. 

Jonathan Potter Ltd H27125 New Bond Street 
LONDON WI Y 9AF 
Tel: 0171 491 3520 
Fax: 0171 491 9754 
e-mail: jpmaps @ibm.net 

Robert Putnam J35 P.O. Box 70084 
1007 KB AMSTERDAM 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Tel: 3120 6 701 700 
Fax: 3120 6 700 350 
e-mail: putmap@dds.nl 
website: http://www .nvva.nl/putnam 

Antiquariat F20 Nemstrasse. 16 
G.-R. Schmidt D-28357 BREMEN 

GERMANY 
Tel: 0421 25 62 42 
Fax: 0421 25 41 38 

Hanno Schreyer Al INH Georg Schreyer 
Euskirchener Strasse 57-59 
D-53121 Bonn-Endenich 
GERMANY 
Tel: 0228 62 10 59 
Fax: 0228 61 30 29 

Adina S. Sommer J33 Kunstantiquariat am Gasteig 
Rosenheimerstrasse 8 
81669 MUNCHEN 
GERMANY 
Tel: 089 4486260 
Fax: 089 8111336 

Nikolaus Struck J32 Spandauerstrasse 29 
D-10178 BERLIN 
GERMANY 
Tel: 49 30 242 7261 
Fax: 49 30 292 4065 

Speciality 

Antique Maps, Charts and 
Plans of all areas of 
Britain and the World. 
Atlases, Reference Books 
on the History of 
Cartography. 

Maps & Atlases 
XVI1

h -XIXth century. 
Speciality: Sea Charts & 
Atlases. 
Cartobibliography. 
Catalogues issued. 
Business by appointment. 

Maps, Atlases, Prints, 
Colour Plate Books. 

Old Maps and Views. 
Decorative Prints, Books. 

Early Maps, Decorative 
Prints and Views. 

Maps and Views. 
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Name & Stand No. Address & Telephone No. Speciality 

Paulus Swaen A2 PO Box 129 Maps, Views, Atlases and 
Old Maps & Prints 5590 AC HEEZE Globes of all parts of the 
Internet Auction THE NETHERLANDS World. Internet Auctions 

Tel: 31 (495) 599050 in March and November. 
Fax:31 (495)599051 Also: PO Box 1238, 
e-mail: paulus@swaen.com Indian Rocks 
website: http://www.swaen.com FL 33786, USA 

Tel/Fax: 1 (813) 596 8734 

Henry Taliaferro B7 110 West 80th Street Maps and Atlases. 
NEW YORK, NY 10024 Topographical Views. 
USA 
Tel: 212 595 0289 
Fax: 212 579 8403 

Tooley Adams & D1313 Cecil Court Very large stock of rare 
Co. Charing Cross Road and original Maps of all 

LONDON WC2N 4EZ parts of the world 
Tel: 0171 240 4406 1482-1880.English 
Fax:01712408058 County and World 
e-mail: tooleys@btinternet.com Atlases. Reference Books. 
website: 
http://www .btinternet.com/-tooleys 

Friedrich Weissert D1122 rue de Savoie Atlases, Maps, Views. 
75006 PARIS 
FRANCE 
Tel: 00 331 43 29 72 59 
Fax: 00 331 40 46 85 57 

LET YOUR NAME BE BETTER KNOWN ! 

ADVERTISE IN THE IMCoS JOURNAL 

IT FORMS A QUICK AND EASY REFERENCE POINT 
FOR YOUR PHONE AND FAX NUMBERS 
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AND TO TELL EVERYONE ABOUT YOUR NEW 
E-MAIL AND WEBSITE NUMBERS. 



We welcome the following new members who have joined IMCoS since the Directory of Members 
was published in 1997 (and three more who did not wish their names to appear): 

Mr J.W.M. Backus, Nassaustraat 57,5911 BT Yenlu, THE NETHERLANDS 

Ms Dominique E. Baecher, do Mr M. Guest, 127 Oar. Gate Gdns, Glentworth St, London NWI 6A W, UK 

Ms Heather P. Bell, Box MA590, Harare MA02138, ZIMBABWE 

Mr Joel M. Berger, 1949 S. Oak Haven Gardens, North Miami Beach, FL 33179-2834 , USA 

Staatsbibliothek Bertin, Piruss.Kul~tz Haus 2, Potsdamerstr. 33, ~ 10785 Berlin-Ttergarten, GERMANY 

Mr Paul A. Brombal, 3601-A State Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93105, USA 

Mr Barton Clarke, 131 Wickham Terrace, Brisbane, Queensland 4000, AUSTRALIA 

Mr Nonnan Langford Farrier, 16 Broadoak Avenue, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6DL, UK 

Mr Jonathan Gestetner, Marlborough Rare Books, 144-146 New Bond Street, London W1 Y 9FD, UK 

Mr Henri Godts, A venue Louise 230/6, 1050 Bruxelles, BELGIUM 

Mr Martin A. Gorske, 9601 Fountainbleau Blvd, Apt 208, Miami, USA 

Mr John Greene, 3016 Edgewater Drive, Edgewater, MD 21037, USA 

Mr Edwin A. Hansen, 2765 Unicorn Ln NW, Washington DC, USA 

MrMichael S. Hirsch, 6108 Woodland Terrace, McLean, VA 22101, USA 

Mr Steven H. Horowitz, 561 Logwood Lane, Colombia, MO 65703, USA 

Mr Chris Karcher, 514 Prinz, San Antonio, TX 78213, USA 

Mr Geoffrey King, Wayside Cottage, Wootton Eccleshall, Stafford ST21 6HU, UK 

Mrs S.M. King, The Garden Priory Orchard, Totnes, Devon TQ9 5HR, UK 

Mr P.J. Mode, 2750 Brandywire St NW, Washington DC 20008, USA 

Mr Louis Moorthamers, Rue Lesbroussart 124, 1050 Bruxelles, BELGIUM 

MrTim Nicholson, 187 Russell Court, Woburn Place, London WC1H OLR, UK 

Paralos Ltd, 4th Floor, 23/24 Margaret Street, London WIN 7LB, UK 

Mr Jeremy Pool, 14 Bowdoin Street, Cambridge, MA 02138, USA 

MrRichard W. Powelson, 1402 E. Las Olas Blvd #151, Et-Laud, FL 33301, USA 

Mr John L. Saunders, Flat 63, 103 Mt. Nicholson Road, HONGKONG 

Mr E.M~ Schipper, Rembrandtlaan 17, 2102 BN Heemstede, THE NETHERLANDS 

Mr Barent Springsted, Finansa Ltd, Bubhajit Bldg. 3/F, 20N Sathom Rd, Bangkok 10500, TIIAILAND 

Mr Toshiro Ueda, 4-20. Minarni-24 Nishi-12 Chuo-Ku, Sapporo 064, JAPAN 

MrT.M. Walker, 19 Ash Lodge, Stevenage Road, Fulham, London SW6, UK 

Dr Ian Wilson, 64 Royal Hospital Road, London SW3 4HS, UK 

Mr Wiliam C. Wooldridge, 121 Riverside Drive, Suffolk, VA 23435-1730, USA 

Ms Elinor K. Yates, 30 W. Patrick Street #41 0, Frederick, MD 21701, USA 

MrGerry D.L. Zierler, 14 Regency Lawn, London NWS 1HE, UK 
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Scarce Map of Cyprus 
in National Szechenyi Library, Budapest 

The illustration opposite of a map of Cy­
prus did not arrive in time to complement 
the article in the previous Journal, 'Three 
Sixteenth Century Italian Atlases from the 
former Austro-Hungarian Empire'. The 
map is by the Venetian engraver Giacomo 
Franco and dates from about 1571. Al­
though not unique - three other 
examples are known- it is both elegantly 
engraved and a map of some influence in 
Cypriot cartography. 

The signature of the engraver can be 
seen in the lower right-hand corner in 
abbreviated form: lacomo Fra[n]c[o] 
fecit. Born in 1550, Franco would have 
been about 21 when the map was en­
graved. His name appears on a number of 
Venetian maps, prints and portraits over 
the period 1571-98, among them the 
world map on a cordiform projection that 
appears on the front of the current IMCoS 
registration form. 

An inferior map of Cyprus had been 
published earlier by Camocio ( 1566), and 
then essentially copied by Forlani, Boni­
facio, Duchetti, and Lafreri (all dated 
1570). None of these is as accurate in its 
geography compared to Franco's, and it 
is a reasonable surmise that the original 
map-maker (who is unknown by name) 
did not make use of these predecessor 
maps but drafted his own based on more 
up-to-date information. It was in 1570-
71 that Cyprus was assaulted by the Turks 
and it would be appropriate for a new map 
of the island to have been published at 
that time. 
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When Abraham Ortelius first pub­
lished his Theatrum Orbis Terrarum in 
1570 he drew on Camocio' s poorly­
shaped map of Cyprus, showing the is­
land paired with Crete. Three years 
later, in the Additamentum of 1573, a 
new whole-sheet map of Cyprus ap­
peared. This new plate followed the out­
line and topography of Franco's map in 
nearly every respect. 

Ortelius added a title ( Cypri Insulae 
Nova Descript[io] 1573) within a dec­
orative cartouche, and included an oval 
inset of the island of Lemnos. Cyprus 
takes up almost the whole plate whereas 
Franco - in an exaggeratedly close rela­
tionship -showed the adjacent coasts of 
southern Turkey, Palestine and Egypt. 
The same plate was used for all sub­
sequent Ortelius editions up to 1612, and 
the configuration was repeatedly copied 
by cartographers of all countries over the 
next I 00 years. 

Two features suggest that Franco' s 
map, in the printings that have survived, 
may be a proof or incomplete state. First, 
there is no title. Second, the left-hand 
border of the map appears cropped, with 
several ships seemingly cut in two. Poss­
ibly a second sheet was intended showing 
more of the central Mediterranean and this 
would have contained the title. 

Franco's influential map has not 
been overlooked by Cypriot carte-histo­
rians. I am indebted to an off-print of an 
article 'An Important Venetian Map of 
Cyprus in the Map-Room of the British 



Copperplate map of Cyprus signed by Giacomo Franco, c. 1571. 
Size of original 420 x 570 mm. 

IMCoS is grateful to Dr Katalin Pliluil of the National Szecheny Li~r~ry, .Budapest, fo.r 
providing a photograph of his map ofCypus by Franco and for penmttmg zts reproductwn. 

Museum, London' by Andreas and Judith 
Stylianou published in Kypriakae Spou­
dae (Society for Cypriot Studies), vol­
ume 34, 1970. The article discusses the 
example of Franco's map now in the 
British Library Map Library (pressmark 
Maps K.Top.ll4.75). Since then two 
further copies have been located in the 
Bibliotheque Nationale, to which can be 
added this National Szechenyi Library 
copy, the only one known as part of an 
Italian atlas factice. 

RODNEY SHIRLEY 

RARE COPIES 
OF PRINTED MAPS 

The Editor would be interested in pub­
lishing the whereabouts of unique 
copies of printed maps, so that mem­
bers who happen to be in the area 
would know what treasures the local 
library might contain. Perhaps it 
might be possible one day to publish 
such a list. 
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Old World Mail Auctions 
Since 1977 

Quarterly Map Auctions 
400 maps, atlases and related 

Request a free printed catalog 
or view our catalog on-line 

www.oldmaps.com 

1 +(520) 282-3944 fax: (520) 282-3945 

(800) 664-7757 email: owma@oldmaps.com 
671 Hwy 179 • Sedona, AZ 86336 USA 

Accepting quality consignments 

ANTIQUE MAPS & PRINTS 

RARE & REFERENCE BOOKS 

Visit us on the World Wide Web 

I www.philaprintshop.com I 
or at our shop 

8441 Germantown Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19118 

Wfre Jfriht~elpfria Jrint ~frop, 1fit~. 
(215) 242-4 750 philaprint@philaprintshop.com 

48 MEETING HOUSE LANE, 
BRIGHTON, BNllHB 
SUSSEX, ENGLAND 
Telephone: ( 0273) 26618 

Specialists in Marine. Sporting and Topographical Engravings. 
Caricatures and Maps 



First Meeting of Brussels International Map Collectors' Circle 
(BIMCC) 

The BIMCC got off to a very encoura­
ging start when 34 people of seven dif­
ferent nationalities gathered at the 
College of St. Michel in Brussels on 31st 
March for an informal meeting, much on 
the lines of the London Farmers' Club 
event in January. 

Philippe Swolfs, the Belgian Repre­
sentative of IMCoS, had agreed to chair the 
first session, and performed this task very 
efficiently. In opening the proceedings he 
thanked IMCoS for the excellent support 
given; among the 6-strong UK delegation 
were three IMCoS Officers (Caroline Bat­
chelor, Harry Pearce and Samantha Pearce) 
who had come over together with Francis 
Herbert, Curator of Maps at the RGS; Jenny 
Harvey and Rodney Shirley had sent regrets 
and words of encouragement - much ap­
preciated. Also present were the former 
IMCoS Representative of Belgium, Itzhak 

Sperling and his wife Eliane, and the Nether­
lands Representative Hans Kok. 

Joost Depuyt of the University Library, 
Leuven, gave a brief talk on Ortelius and his 
role as a humanist; he informed the meeting 
about the Ortelius exhibition at the Plantin 
Museum in Antwerp which is due to open in 
November to mark the 400th anniversary of 
Ortelius' death. Lisette Danckaert, former 
Curator of Maps at the Royal Library in 
Brussels, added that an exhibition dedicated 
to Ortelius was being prepared there also. 

Bart ven den Herten (Leuven Univer­
sity) spoke about his project to produce, in 
facsimile book form, a large painted 16th 
century wall map of Brugge measuring an 
impressive 3.3m x 6.5m! Subscriptions are 
open for the book which will be published 
in August this year. Karel Kinds explained 
the intentions of the new Foundation for 
Historical Cartography of the Netherlands 
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Collecting Old Maps 
by F.J. Manasek 

is a completely new book about map collecting 

At virtually every fair, map dealers are asked "Can you recommend a good book that 
deals seci.fically with map collecting?" 

Although there are excellent books that deal with the mapping of different areas of the 
world, books that deal with individual mapmakers, and books that deal with the history of 
cartography, there is precious little on the topic of map collecting. 

Collecting Old Maps was written to fill that need and is aimed at all levels of collectors. 
It will introduce a beginner to this fascinating hobby and has all the information needed 

to get started and make some sense out of what may, to the beginner, seem confusing. Price, 
condition, buying and selling at auction, are but some of the topics covered. 

Filled with data, illustrations, and reference information, the book will also be useful to 

,..-------------------....., advanced collectors, dealers, and 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

Contents 
PART I 

Collecting Old Maps 

Before you begin ... 
Names of map parts. 
Kinds of maps. 
How maps look. 
Facsimiles, forgeries and other copies. 
Condition and conservation. 
On building a map collection. 
Prices-The market speaks. 

PART II 
An introduction to the diversity of printed maps 

9. A survey of printed maps - A series of 130 
large-format illustrations of old maps from 
1483 to 1945 arranged chronologically. 

PART III 
Appendices 

A. The makers of maps. 
B. The map collector's reference library. 
C. Roman numerals. 
D. Mapwords: a foreign language dictionary. 
E. The substance of maps: Paper and vellum. 
F. Chemistry for collectors. 
G. Useful addresses and sources. 
H. Glossary. 

Index. 

institutions. It is international in 
scope and contains a mine of 
information relating to all aspects of 
map collecting. General principles 
and specific details are discussed in 
depth, and illustrated where 
appropriate. The book is not devoted 
only to the ultra-rare or ultra­
expensive 'trophy' map; beginners are 
introduced to maps that are more 
generally available. 

• 320 pages with about 250 
illustrations in black and white 
and colour. 

• 8 1/2 x 11 inches, hardbound, 
with an attractive full-colour OJ 

• Printed on acid-free coated paper. 
• ISBN 0-9649000-6-8 

Price: $65.00 plus shipping 

G.B. Manasek, Inc. 
Box 1204 

Norwich VT 05055 USA 
Tel 802 649 1722 
Fax 802 649 2256 

Dealer enquiries invited 
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Left: Chairman for the evening, Philippe Swolfs (left), with organiser Wulf Bodenstein. 
Right: Caroline Batchelor pointing out interesting features on her map of Africa. 

and mentioned that it will hold a map fair in 
Breda (NL) on 23rd/24th October 1998. 

After a break for sandwiches and some 
drinks the meeting had the opportunity to 
look at, and comment upon, an impressive 
sample of cartographic documents brought 
along by many of the participants. These 
included an extremely rare Metellus atlas, 
an early map of Canada (De Laet, 'Nova 
Francia'), and an interesting military map 
of New York showing battle engagements 
in 1776. A rarely seen J.A. Colom sea chart 
of the Atlantic and coast of Portugal was 
presented, followed by a curious Janssonius 
map of the Holy Land in two sections, 
printed 'head-to-tail'; Ogilby's and Dap­
per's views of Africa were displayed, as 
were, of course, some maps of Flanders, 
including a particularly fine copy of the 
famous 'oval' map from Ortelius' Thea­
trum. 

Wulf Bodenstein outlined the objec­
tives of the BIMCC: 
a) To provide an informal and convivial 

forum for all those with a specialist interest 
in maps, atlases and books with maps. 
b) To organise lectures on various aspects of 
cartography, on regions of cartographical 
interest, on paper conservation, and related 
subjects. 
c) To organise visits to exhibitions, and to 
libraries and institutions holding important 
map and atlas collections. 

He was very happy, he said, with the 
response to the invitation for this first meet­
ing, and with the composition of map spe­
cialists from various backgrounds achieved 
here; he added that a small team would be 
set up shortly to giver momentum to the 
Circle's plans and to add a new impulse to 
the international scene in Brussels, the capi­
tal of Belgium, and Europe. 

The next morning visitors from abroad 
were invited to the Royal Library in 
Brussels, where the Curator of Maps, Hos­
sam Elkhadem, had agreed to reveal some 
of the Map Room's treasures to them. Ca­
dastral maps by cartographers Popp and 
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Publishers and 
suppliers of books l If . ~ 

about early maps ll' JAl' 

CoUEcToR 
Send for our 
latest booklist today 
This incluJcs books 
publisheJ by ourselves, new 
titles frotn other publishers, 
and our inventory of out-of­
print and antiquarian 
reference hooks and 
tnagazincs. We also offer a 
search service for hard-to­
find hooks. 

ANTIQUARIAN MAPS, 
ATLASES, GLOBES, 

VIEWS, CARTOGRAPHIC 
& TRAVEL BOOKS 

Beginners & Established Collectors Welcome 

ROBERT ROSS 
P.O. Box !062 

Calabasas. CA 91372 USA 

Tel & Fax (81~) ~48-7X67 
email: ros,maps€•carthlink .nl!t 

http://www .a baa .hooknl!l.ctnn/usa/mss 

pUBUCATIONS 
Contact: Valerie Scott 
or Mary Baldwin 
Map Collector Publications Ltd 
48 High Street 
Tring, Herts 
HP23 SBH 
UK 
Tel: (0)1442 824977 
Fax: (0)1442 827712 
E-mail: gp86(<J>dial. pipex.con1 

ANTIQUARIAT 
BERG REINHOLD 

Maps & Atlases 
Illustrated & Valuable Books 

Decorative Prints & Fine Flower Prints 

Wahlenstr. 6 
93047 Regensburg 

Germany 

Phone & Fax: 
++49-941-52229 

GJ< Catalogues Issued; Purchases Sought (!) : IJ ~ ; 
l .,.. 

E-mail: 
bergbook@donau.de 



V andermaelen were on display, together 
with a number of beautifully preserved 
manuscript maps and atlases. Undisputed 
highlights were, however, the unique set of 
gores of a celestial and a terrestrial Mercator 
globe, and the only known copy of a Chinese 
celestial chart by V erbiest. A tour of the 
vaulted archives concluded this memorable 
visit. 

Membership of the new Circle is open 
to anyone interested in the activities men­
tioned above. Please phone or fax the 
BIMCC on ++32 I 2 I 772.69.09. A newslet­
ter will keep members regularly informed 
about forthcoming events and activities or­
ganised by the Circle. 

WULF BODENSTEIN 

***** 

Behind the Tower of Babel: London's Lost Map 

Is there, in an Art Gallery near you, a paint­
ing of the Tower of Babel? Has it been 
painted on copper, about45 x 30 em in size? 
If so, do please take a look behind it. It may 
well be a piece of copper that was re-used, 
when a large 15-sheet map of London be­
came uneconomical to produce in the sec­
ond half of the sixteenth century. 

In the Museum of London two such 
copper plates have been on display for many 
years. On one side they have paintings of the 
Coronation and Assumption of the Virgin 
and the Tower of Babel (both c.1600). Paint­
ing on copper was an Italian Mannerist 'in­
vention' of the 1520s which spread to the 
north by the end of the century, and perhaps 
the troubled political scene in the publishing 
centres of the Low Countries led to bank­
ruptcies among printers, so that such plates 
were easily available. Whatever the reason 
for their re-use, the two plates in London are 
prized not for their mediocre paintings, but 
for the maps on the back of them. They are 
two sheets from a map of London that was 
otherwise unknown. No printed copies are 
extant, but references to the existence of 
such a map, and the survey from which it 
was prepared, were made by the writer and 
historian John Stowe in his Survey of Lon­
don (1598). As early as 1525, guidance was 
given for the best way to put London on the 
map: ' .. . if the citie of London sholde be 

surveyed, the surveyor may not stande at 
Hygate, not at Shotershylle, nor yet at 
Blackheth, nor such other places, & over­
looke the citie on every syde. For if he do, he 
shall not see the goodly stretes, the fayre 
buyldings not the greate substance of rychesse 
conteyned in them!' (Sir [Anthony] Fitzher­
bert in The Boke of Surveying, 1523). 

In 1572 Braun & Hogenberg copied the 
Copperplate map in their Civitates Orbis 
Terrarum, but in a much reduced size, so 
copies were easily available then. In fact, 
Nicholas Reynolds of London wrote to Ab­
raham Ortelius in Antwerp in 1562-3 re­
questing him to send various maps including 
'Topographium londinensem aere insculp­
tam'. This bears out the supposition that the 
London map was engraved in the Nether­
lands, based on some of the spellings used 
in it. 

Other maps soon followed, the most 
detailed being the so-called Agas map 'Ci­
vitas Londinum' of c.l633, which was based 
on the Copperplate map and updated in 
places. In 1593 John Norden had published 
his maps of London and Westminster for 
Speculum Britanniae. However, despite the 
number of copies that must have been pulled 
from the copper plates, not a single paper 
copy is known. From Reynolds' order to 
Ortelius, it can be assumed that all the sheets 
were engraved and printed, but exactly what 
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Jonathan Potter 
Jonathan Potter 
buys and sells 

fine, rare, decorative 
and interesting Antique Maps 

TELEPHONE 0171-491 3520 

125 NEW BOND STREET· LONDON Wl Y 9AF 

RICHARD B. ARKWAY, INC. 
Specialists in Early & Rare Maps, Atlases, Globes & Voyage Books 

59 East 54th Street, suite 62 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

(212) 751-8135,.., (800) 453-0045,.., fax: (212) 832-5389 

please visit our website at: 
http: I /www.artnet.com/ arkway.html 
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they showed, and how wide an area they 
covered, can only be assumed from the 
Braun & Hogenberg reduction. 

Recently, one more piece of the puzzle 
has been solved. A copper plate has turned 
up in the Dessau Art Gallery in former East 
Germany, probably cherished for its Tower 
of Babel, but much more valuable to us now 
for its map on the reverse. The two plates of 
the London map already in the Guildhall 
collection cover Moorfields and the Guild­
hall area, but the new discovery shows the 
part of London immediately to the west of 
the Guildhall: St Paul's Cathedral and the 
streets as far west as Fetter Lane and Temple 
Church, and Holborn in the north. It thus 
covers half of what was then Tudor London. 
Prominent to the right of centre is the huge 
spire of the cathedral which fell down in 
1561. The whole building was burnt down 

in the great Fire of 1666, and replaced by 
Wren' s design as we know it today. 

The Dessau plate had been acquired by 
Princess Henriette Amalie von Anhalt 
(1720-93) probably in 1784 in Mainz. She 
was a collector of repute, and after her death 
her most valuable possessions were placed 
in a trust. The painting was donated to the 
Dessau Art Gallery in 1927, but only now 
has the importance of the engraved map 
been recognised. 

The plate was temporarily on exhibition 
at the Museum of London in April-May, and 
was the subject of a talk by Stephen Marks 
in a study day on 'John Stowe and his Le­
gacy' held on 9 May. 

SUSANGOLE 
from the exhibition leaflet. 

* * * * * 
Upside Down or Downside Up 

In The Lantern, Keyworth and Stanton Par­
ish Magazine, March 1998, the Rector 
draws from maps spiritual conclusions that 
may apply to us all. 

'I was recently given an unusual present 
by my wife. It is a road map of the British 
Isles. Nothing unusual in that, you might say 
- except that it is an upside down map. 
Apparently it is designed "for easier and 
safer travelling from north to south". If you 
are making an unfamiliar journey in that 
direction, it is supposed to save you the 
trouble of keeping on turning your tradi­
tional road map upside down. Well, I 
haven't actually tried it yet, so I can't com­
ment on whether it does make the journey 
from north to south any easier or safer. 

'What I can comment on is how strange 
it is to see something so familiar presented 
upside down. Journeys I have made many 
times look so different. London in the 
"north-west", Edinburgh in the "south-

east". The east coast is on the "west" and the 
west coast is on the "east". Fascinating as 
this map is to look at, I couldn't help feeling 
that I preferred things the right way round. 

Sometimes, life can be a bit like my 
upside down map. Changes can take place 
around us which unsettle us or are difficult 
to face. Things like unemployment, redun­
dancy, illness, bereavement and uncertainty 
about the future can make us feel very vul­
nerable and tum our personal world upside 
down. What was so familiar and gave us our 
security suddenly becomes strange and un­
settling and we naturally want things the 
right way round again. 

But sometimes, looking at things differ­
ently can help. A fresh perspective on life 
can be a very positive thing . ... Perhaps my 
upside down map has something more im­
portant to teach me- and do I really prefer 
things the right way round?' 

Submitted by Valerie Scott 
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Writings about Maps 

My earlier article in the Journal con­
cerned a mapmaker and in this issue it is 
the tum of a map dealer. The views of 
those outside the trade on map dealers as 
such are no doubt many, varied and often 
ambiguous, but few of us would expect to 
find one as the leading character in a mod­
em, mythological novel. The work con­
cerned bears the convoluted title The Lion 
of Boaz-Jachin and Jachin-Boaz, and is 
by Russell Hoban, an American writer of 
both adult novels and children's stories 
who has been compared to Tolkien and 
C.S. Lewis. 

A Sunday Times review gives a bare 
outline of the story: 

In a not-so-distant future when lions are 
extinct Jachin-Boaz, a middle-aged map 
dealer, leaves home with the wonderful 
map that was to tell hi~ son where to fi~d 
everything. In the rums of .a palace m 
Nineveh his son Boaz-J achm finds the 
wall-carving of a great lion ... In a se~es 
of rituals he evokes the long-dead hon 
and sends him out to stalk his father. Then 
he follows on the lion's track. 

The dealings of Jachin-Boaz are de-
scribed in some detail: 

He bought and sold maps, and some, of 
certain kinds for special uses, he made ~r 
had others make for him. That had been his 
father's trade, and the walls of the shop that 
had been his father's were hung with glazed 
blue oceans, green swamps and grasslands, 
brown and orange mountains delicately 
shaded. Maps of towns and plains he sold, 
and other maps made to order. He would 
sell a young man a map that showe~ where 
a particular girl might be found at different 
hours of the day. He sold husband maps and 
wife maps. He sold maps to poets that 
showed where thoughts of power and 
clarity had come to other poe~ . . He sold 
well-digging maps. He sold vision-and-

miracle maps to holy men, sickness-and­
accident maps to physicians, money-and­
jewel maps to thieves, and thief maps to 
the police. 

It is already evident that his stock­
in-trade goes beyond that of any dealer 
we might know, beyond even the realms 
of mythical treasure maps or the mysti­
cal and religious maps of India, to in­
clude maps that, if they were not entirely 
fanciful, would be of great utility . In­
deed, the whole story moves repeatedly 
from a realistic world into the meta­
physical, and takes place in a geography 
that, while seemingly familiar, is never 
quite identifiable with the world as we 
know it. 

Jachin-Boaz had been working on his 
wonderful map for number of years: 

From the many different maps that 
passed through his hands, from the 
reports of his information gatherers and 
surveyors, from the books and journals 
that he read, from his own records and 
observations, he compiled a great body 
of detailed knowledge, and that knowl­
edge was incorporated in the map f~r .his 
son. He added to it constantly, rev1smg 
and making the necessary corrections to 
keep it always current . . . He wanted his 
son to go out in the world, and he wanted 
him to find more of a world than he, 
Jachin-Boaz, had found. He had put aside 
some money for the boy's inheritance, 
but the map was to be the larger part of 
his legacy. It was to be nothing less than 
a master map that would show him what-
ever he might wish to look for. . 
When he became sixteen years old his 
father decided that he would show him 
the master map. "Everyone in the world 
is looking for something," said Jachin­
Boaz .. . "and by means of maps each 
thing that is found is never lost again. 
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Centuries of finding are on the walls and 
in the cabinets of this shop." "What do 
you think of it?" said 1 achin-Boaz. Boaz-
1achin said nothing. "Please don't stand 
there saying nothing," said 1achin-Boaz. 
"Say something. Name something that 
this maps will not show you how to find." 
"A lion?" (said his son). "A lion," said 
1 achin-Boaz. "I don't think I understand 
you ... You know very well there are no 
lions now." 

It is already clear that the wonderful 
map is the writer's allegory for a father's 
deep-rooted wish to set a path through life 
for his son, to have him avoid his own 
mistakes and, through him attempt to re­
capture his own youth and achieve his 
thwarted ambitions. Indeed, in pursuit of 
those very desires, Jachin-Boaz leaves his 
wife and son to travel far away and take 
up with a young girl. Typically ., he had 
not considered his son's wishes: 

"I never let him help me with the map," 
said1achin-Boaz. "Sometimes he wanted 
to do a little of the border, but I never let 
him do it. He showed me dirty little maps 
that he had made, and he wanted praise . 
.. but I never said what he wanted to 
hear." 

Boaz-Jachin does try to produce his 
own map, but realises his lack of capa­
bility, and sets off to find his father and 
the map which is his legacy. While his 
many experiences eventually lead him to 
the conclusion that he will have no use for 
the map, he continues the search for his 
father to tell him so: 

"Maps," he said softly. "A map is the 
dead body of where you've been. A map 
is the unborn baby of where you are 
going. There are no maps. Maps are pic­
tures of what isn't. I don't want it." 

Boaz-Jachin had earlier unleashed a 
spectral lion on his father , with unin­
tentional but terrifying results . These 

quotes and notes cannot follow the twists 
and turns of what is an original, fantastical 
and sometimes amusing tale. Suffice it to 
say that when father and son in due course 
meet in the presence of the lion, they are 
reconciled and the lion vanishes. The lion 
appeared to represent that which is unat­
tainable in life and fear of life as it has to 
be lived, but they had both recognised at 
last that "there was no great beast between 
them" Consequently, if the perfected life 
is not possible, then it was futile trying to 
determine the way there: 

'There are no maps," said Jachin-Boaz. He 
enrolled the map in his hand, rolled it the 
other way to flatten it, lit a match, set it afire. 
Flames danced up. He dropped the map as 
the flames consumed it, oceans and conti­
nents darkened, writhing in the fire. "No 
maps," said 1achin-Boaz. 

I dare say that no reader of this Jour­
nal can be comfortable with that senti­
ment or the destruction of the wonderful 
map - the heresy seems too much even 
for maps that are entirely fictional and 
allegorical! 

Russell Hoban's imaginative story 
contains many more references to maps 
than quoted here, but the work as a 
whole may not be to everyone's literary 
taste. What I find particularly interes­
ting is that he should have selected maps 
as the basis for his allegory and that his 
description of the way Jachin-Boaz had 
gathered information for his wonderful 
map, is so very similar to yet precedes 
by thirteen years that of the gradual cre­
ation of Fra Mauro's perfect map in The 
Mapmaker's Dream (see Winter 1997 
Journal). It seems to me that Hoban, in 
his fantasy treatment of maps for story­
telling purposes, touches on some of the 
deeper psychological feelings that maps 
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induce, which many of us suspect underlie 
the intense fascination we have for them 
but cannot readily articulate. I will seek to 
illustrate my point with a final quotation, 
from the beginning of the book: 

Sometimes Jachin-Boaz sat alone in the 
shop late at night. The green-shaded lamp 
on his desk threw his shadow on the map 
behind him on the wall. He felt the silent 
waiting of all the seeking and finding that 
lived in the maps hung on the walls, 
stacked in the drawers of the cabinets. He 
would close his eyes, seeing the clear 
lines in different colours that marked the 
migratory paths of fish and animals, 
winds and ocean currents, journeys to 
hidden sources of wisdom, passes 
through mountains to lodes of precious 
metals, secret ways through city streets 
to secret pleasures. 

COSIMO 
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15m 
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1923 
37 934 

(5370) 

34.481 
35 981 

12,565 

20,022 
3.400 

35 981 

Examined by W. V alk and A.B. V racas 

1226 
£ 

1,500 

2,322 
32 337 

(3,549) 

31 ] 10 
32 610 

12,588 

13,634 
..6.3.&& 
32 610 

The full accounts are available for inspection with 
the Treasurer. 

Summarised Income & Expenditure 
Account- I 991 

.1.221 
INCOME £ 
Registration & Subscription fees 8,984 
Regional Events 560 
Nat.& International Events 13,064 
Donations 
Journal 
Interest received (Gross) 
Map valuation/sale 

EXPENDITURE 

5,770 
1,413 

9.Q 
29,881 

Membership administration 475 
Regional Events 608 
Nat. & International Events 11,581 
'Maps & Society', etc 250 
Special PublicatiOns 1,301 
Journal production & distribution 8,989 
Interest on life funds 
Provision for tax 283 
Bank & Credit card charges 638 
Advertisin_g 105 
General administration 1685 
Insurance 208 
Gifts and Awards 316 
Corporation Tax 4.2 
Total Expenditure 26,481 

Surplus/Income 
over Expenditure £3400 

___l22fi 
£ 

8,633 
360 

13,730 
750 

4,226 
996 

...483. 
29,178 

328 
336 

10,948 
250 

7,113 
60 

199 
441 
260 

2,155 
205 
ill 

22,790 

£6 388 
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Report of the AGM 

The 1998 Annual General Meeting was held 
at the Farmers' Club on 13th May. The 
Chairman opened the meeting by welcom­
ing everyone on behalf of the President, who 
was unable to attend. 

The Chairman then gave her report: 

'In our two major annual events of 1997 
we were able to benefit from experience of 
the previous year. In the first place, prior 
knowledge of the Map Fair venue, the Forte 
Crest Hotel, led to smoother arrangements 
for both dealers and attendees. Although we 
had to hold the Fair for the first time on 
Saturday, rather than Sunday, this did not 
adversely affect the outcome. In fact the 
queue to take advantage of the members' 
earlier opening time was one of the largest 
WCoS has seen. Nevertheless Sunday re­
mains the preferred day for the future. 

'Secondly, the services of Regent 
Travel were invaluable in arranging and 
managing the itinerary for the Interna­
tional Symposium in Budapest, in a simi­
lar manner to their assistance in Riga. It is 
not easy when the three organisers for a 
major event are in three different cities, 
and I should like to thank Zsolt Torok, our 
IMCoS representative in Hungary, and 
Neil Taylor in Bristol for helping the com­
mittee, and particularly me, with their ex­
pert knowledge, their patience and their 
understanding. Around 90 members and 
relatives spent five days in Budapest 
learning about 'Old Maps in the Heart of 
Europe'. The topic brought home to us 
how varied, and at times vulnerable, the 
history and culture of a nation can be when 
it is situated in the heart of a great conti­
nent, where the ambitions of peoples from 
north, south, east and west create tidal 
waves of conquest and the redrawing of 
maps in the process. We had the oppor­
tunity to visit interesting map collections, 

not only in Budapest but also to the west and 
east of the capital, for example in the mon­
astery at Pannonhalma, and in Debrecen. 
We experienced the warm hospitality of a 
people who are now able to share all their 
treasures with a global audience. 

'For those members whose sights were 
limited to the UK in 1997 there were three 
opportunities to enhance their knowledge of 
maps. The January Farmers' Club meeting 
with its usual informal atmosphere, a visit to 
the Royal Engineers Museum in March and 
the Nottingham city archives in April. The 
W arburg lectures continued to provide intel­
lectual stimulation and the opportunity to 
meet friends and international visitors. 

'As ever the Society have been con­
ducted by a small group of dedicated en­
thusiasts, and this year marks, with regret, 
the retirement of our very first enthusiast ­
Malcolm Young - from his post as Inter­
national Chairman due to failing eye-sight. 
Malcolm shared his vision of a map society 
with Yasha Beresiner and co-founded 
IMCoS with him in 1980. Malcolm nurtured 
and grew the Society and words cannot ex­
press how much we owe him. He still retains 
the mental drive to give us his counsel and 
ideas and his appointment as a Director re­
tains the link that any organisation would 
wish to retain with a founder. Our thoughts, 
good wishes and boundless thanks go to him 
as he attunes his senses to the world of sound 
in his beautiful new house. 

'Another role which is changing hands 
in 1997 is that of Membership Secretary. 
Although I continued this role upon my 
appointment as Chairman, the Society 
sought a new membership secretary who 
could inject ideas about the society' s inter­
face with potential members and consoli­
date the use of technology in 
communication. I am delighted that I have 
been able to hand over the role of Member-
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ship Secretary to Harry Pearce's young and 
enthusiastic granddaughter Samantha 
whose love of maps may or may not have 
been kindled by family connections, but 
who at any event is in the exciting early 
stages of building her own map collection. I 
know that she will be an excellent ambassa­
dor for the Society. She inherits a member­
ship roll of over 620 members, 44 7 of whom 
are concentrated in five countries as follows: 
212 in UK, 160 in the US, 31 in Germany, 
22 in The Netherlands and 22 in Australia. 
We are ever mindful of trying to meet the 
needs not only of those larger groups but 
also of those members more sparsely spread, 
and shall endeavour to provide something 
for everyone in the various elements of our 
activities. 

'Before concluding I should like to 
thank the committee for their continued 
commitment to IMCoS throughout the 
past year. Our President Oswald Dreyer­
Eimbcke continues to support the Society 
through attendance at IMCoS events, the 
publication of articles and his personal 
contacts in Europe which open doors to 
opportunities for the future. The personal 
support of UK committee members has 
been, in particular, of great value to me 
this year. Valerie Scott has had the chal­
lenging task of arranging our forthcoming 
Symposium in Oxford. Cyrus Ala'i has 
continued to ensure that our financial po­
sition grows ever more sound. Harry 
Pearce has been there to remember and 
carry out those administrative tasks which 
keep the wheels of any society well oiled 
and Susan Gole has focused on our future 
Symposium in Japan. We look forward 
with enthusiasm to 1998.' 

The Treasurer then circulated copies of 
the audited accounts for the year ending 
1997. He commented that the Society con­
tinues to have a surplus of income over 
expenditure and its reserves are steadily ris-
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ing towards the target figure of one year's 
income. An extraction from the accounts 
can be found elsewhere in this Journal. 

Several officers retired by rotation, and 
were re-elected: 

President - Oswald Dreyer-Eimbcke 
General Secretary - Harry Pearce 
Map Fair Organiser- Roger Brown 

The resignation of the current Interna­
tional Chairman, Malcolm Young, and 
Membership Secretary Jenny Harvey were 
received and the following new officers 
elected: 

International Chairman- Susan Gole 
Membership Secretary Samantha Pearce 
was proposed by Ian Harvey and seconded 
by Cyrus Ala' i 

General discussion from the floor in­
cluded the following points: 

It was requested that the January 
Farmers' Club Meeting take place on an 
evening other than Tuesday. The Chairman 
agreed that in principle there was no reason 
to stick to one particular day of the week and 
that the committee would consider moving 
the day. The Society was asked to investi­
gate the possibility of visiting map collec­
tions in National Trust properties, and revive 
UK Regional Meetings. One option put for­
ward by the Chairman would be to establish 
some link with the conference on medieval 
mappae mundi in Hereford from 27th June 
to 1st July 1999 and indicated that IMCoS 
would investigate this further to see whether 
this is appropriate. 

The Chairman advised those present of 
a circular which the committee wished to 
send to all members in order to learn what 
by way of priorities are the services which 
the current membership most values from 
the Society. The results will be taken into 
account in future planning. 



Book Reviews 

Dictionary of Land Surveyors and 
Local Mapmakers of Great Britain and 
Ireland 1530-1850. Second edition by 
Sarah Bendall, Fellow and Librarian, 
Merton College, Oxford. Two volumes. 
ISBN 0-7123-4558-2 (Vol I), 0-7123-
4559-0 (Vol II), 0-7123-4509-4 (set). 
Hardback. British Library Publications, 
1997. 14 colour illustrations plus 20 
figures and tables. £75. Available from 
The British Library or Map Collector Pub­
lications. 

When I was asked by Susan Gole, 
Editor of this Journal, to write a review of 
the second edition of the Dictionary of 
Land Surveyors and Local Mapmakers of 
Great Britain and Ireland 1530-1850 I 
was a little reluctant as I do not see myself 
as a particular expert in this subject. How­
ever, I have used the work on a number of 
occasions and have examined it critically 
in connection with the parallel type of 
work I am doing to revise Tooley's Dic­
tionary of Mapmakers and concluded that 
the lack of expertise is not necessarily a 
bar to reviewing it. Many others referring 
to it will not be experts either. 

In some way I think Sarah Bendall's 
job was easier than mine in that her re­
search was confined to one country and 
one area of expertise, namely land sur­
veyors and local mapmakers. How I em­
pathise with her when she says in her 
preface that she had to spend her life 
'among pieces of paper strewn like con­
fetti on all available surfaces'. Work on 
Tooley's involves not only pieces of paper 
but books, books and more books. How­
ever, in another respect her job may have 

been harder because she has inherited a 
complex system of codes and initial letters 
and general shortenings which make this 
a complicated work to use. In my opinion 
a dictionary should always be laid out 
simply with as much information as 
possible in the entry itself. 

Being confused with: 
F 2 3 5. 8 FULLER, E(dward): 1816-51; 
CHE,DEV, London, MDX,SOM,SSX: 
drainage, estate, forest, inclosure, park­
land, road diversion, tithe, town; of Chi­
chester SSX 1820-50. >aru; centkst; 
esrc(tf): exgeo; grllo; petw; pro; wesrot 

is enough to send any user throwing up 
their hands in horror. What to do next? 
Tum to the first volume for the six-page 
explanation of the entry format, etc. Right, 
now I've got to remember what all these 
codes mean and go back to the entry 
armed with this information. Spelling out 
some of these names and giving titles of 
the maps or plans at the entry itself would 
have made the work much more user­
friendly. This second edition offered an 
opportunity to alter the original format 
and simplify it but it was not taken. 

The frrst edition of. . . Land Sur­
veyors ... was apparently conceived and 
developed principally by four people and 
institutions: the British Museum Map 
Room, Francis Steer, Peter Eden and the 
Department of English Local History at 
Leicester University (where Peter Eden 
worked). It was published in three parts in 
1975 and 1976; two supplements were 
added and a volume containing all five 
parts was published in 1979. Peter Eden, 
who died in 1992, always intended that 
there should be a further edition and 
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handed over his rich archive of additional 
information to the British Library follow­
ing his retirement. This second edition has 
appeared nearly 20 years later appropri­
ately published by British Library Publi­
cations. And very handsomely produced 
in two volumes (one devoted to introduc­
tions, indexes and illustrations and the 
second the dictionary proper) with a dis­
tinctive dark blue binding with the titles 
and an illustration gold- blocked on a red 
background. The information is produced 
in a clear type- face on good quality cream 
paper. Eight pages of colour illustrations 
grace the front of the index volume with 
the first one showing Gamlingay, Cam­
bridgeshire in 1602 (Sarah's home 
county) drawn by Thomas Langdon for 
Merton College Oxford (where Sarah is 
currently Fellow and Librarian). Most ap­
propriate! 

We are indebted to Sarah Bendall for 
all her hard work in bringing us this re­
vised edition. She doesn't commit herself 
to a third revision but does refer to 'future 
research' plugging gaps and discovering 
more surveyors still hidden in the records. 
I've got two names for her already and I 
am sure she will welcome your additional 
contributions. 

VALERIE G. SCOTI 

Mapping Time and Space : How Medie­
val Mapmakers viewed their World, by 
Evelyn Edson. London: The British Li­
brary, 1997. ISBN 0-7123-4535-3. 
xi+210 pp, XI coloured plates + many 
black and white illustrations. £40.00. 

There have been several books lately 
about medieval maps and their makers. 
They are not of immediate interest to 
IMCoS members, since none of them are 
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collectable items. Very occasionally a 
copy of an Isidore type map may turn up, 
but it is certainly beyond the reach of most 
of us. Yet these maps are a very important 
precursor to those that we can collect, and 
are often ignored by researchers looking 
only at printed versions, and at maps of 
their own area in more detail. It is import­
ant to see first how contemporary people 
loked at the whole earth and each smaller 
part of it, before concentrating solely on 
the region that we happen to collect. 

It might be argued that the first vol­
ume of the History of Cartography 
(University of Chicago, 1987) covered the 
whole field of medieval mapping in such 
detail that there is little requirement for 
this book ten years later. On the other 
hand, it might be that the earlier book 
paved the way for those which followed. 
Now that we have a better picture of what 
maps were actually prepared, and how 
many of them are extant, we can give 
more attention to the people who made 
them, what were their thoughts on the 
world around them, what was of import­
ance to them then, but less so to us now, 
and what did they omit which we would 
think vital to the information displayed in 
a map. Edson's book covers these points 
admirably. She looks in great detail at the 
existing world maps, corrects errors in 
earlier work, often provides more detailed 
analysis, and in addition relates the whole 
to the ideas of time and space that she has 
shown to be prevalent at the time. She 
points out how recent is this study of early 
world maps: a manuscript computus book 
completed in 1110 was examined only for 
its medical information, the fact that it 
contains five world maps was ignored till 
recently. 



Much of the book is devoted to ideas 
of time, which might at first puzzle some 
map enthusiasts. Time on a map is ex­
pressed by the relationship of the features of 
the map; places that might have ceased to 
exist or those where important events took 
place many hundreds of years ago are 
shown alongside the surroundings known 
and sometimes visible to the mapmaker at 
the time of the creation of the map. So the 
map is not a snapshot view of present time. 
After an Introduction to Medeieval Maps, 
illustrated Histories, The Nature of Things, 
two chapters are devoted to 'Computus 
Manuscripts' and their maps. These are 
works written to explain the counting of 
time, with special emphasis on the knowl­
edge required to ensure that all Christian 
peoples celebrated Easter at the same time 
wherever they might be living. Christmas, 
reckoned on the scalar calendar, had been 
taken over from the recognised winter fes­
tival and chosen as the time of the birth of 
Christ and eventually the date from which 
years should be counted. But Easter 
depended on the moon, and it was important 
that it should be fixed in advance. Knowl­
edge of time was also a political necessity; 
the king who knew his calendar had an 
advantage over one who could not instruct 
his army commanders to attack on a specific 
day. Yet accurate accounting for days in the 
week, in the year, even hours in the day, took 
many active minds a very long time to re­
solve. 

This book not only discusses such 
major themes, it is also packed with useful 
snippets of information: the first use of the 
term 'mappa mundi' is to be found in the 
manuscript put together by the abbot 
Oliva at the Benedictine monastery of 
Catalonia in 1 056; an anthology of com-

putus material, probably put together after 
a conference convened by Charlemagne 
in 809, contains a section describing how 
to count on one's fingers; this was based 
on work by Bede, and another account 
gave a drawing ofBede's hand with dates 
alloted to the joints, enabling the adept to 
calculate the times of Easter and related 
holidays; it was Bede, too, who estab­
lished the system of placing events BC 
and AD. 

Many themes run through this book. 
A major one is the desperate attempts 
made by the early Christians to establish 
their faith. They had 'inherited from an­
tiquity a set of scientific doctrines and 
speculations that needed to be refined and 
simplified, as well as converted to Chris­
tianity'. The very stars were named after 
classical heroes, but all attempts to re­
christen them proved vain, as was Isi­
dore's appeal that the days of the week 
should be given more suitable names. The 
end of the world is nigh even today, ac­
cording to some sects, so it comes as no 
surprise that this has been a serious prob­
lem ever since Christians learnt the dif­
ference between right and wrong, and that 
men of every age since have endangered 
the future of the planet by opting for im­
morality. Another point I found interes­
ting was the fact that Christianity had 
almost disappeared from Britain by the 
seventh century. Under Anglo-Saxon in­
vasions Celtic monks had adhered to their 
religion, but isolated as they were their 
practices had changed over the centuries, 
and the Roman Church ' s mission in 597 
to re-Christianize the island found these 
early Christians more difficult to deal with 
than out-and-out pagans. 

Edson argues that far from being 'a 
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backwater of religious dogmatism and 
mindless quotation of authority', as so 
many scholars have assumed, Western 
science in the Middle Ages was busy with 
'model-building, constructing a cosmo­
logical picture which harmonized with 
Christian theology, authoritative texts in­
herited from antiquity, and practical ob­
servation . . .. What was the meaning of it 
all? What was the role of humanity in the 
universe ... The model they constructed 
was so complete and satisfying, and the 
role of humanity in the cosmos so well­
defined, that the overthrow of the model 
in the seventeenth century caused pro­
found spiritual and psychological diso­
rientation, from which we have yet to 
recover.' This may sound far removed 
from the study of cartography in the twen­
tieth century, but the link between time 
and space is what this book is about: 
'Time and space are inseparable coordi­
ates of our world. They were created 
together will end together at the Last 
Judgement. For the present they form the 
controlling limits of human life: the sky 
above, the earth beneath our feet, the birth 
and death of a single human being, and the 
beginning and end of human history.' 

The British Library has done a good 
job with the production too. The illustra­
tions are clear, the footnotes at the end of 
the book are clearly keyed to the relevant­
page (how I dislike footnotes which only 
state the chapter they refer to, and don't 
put the chapter number on the running 
head), and the text is well placed on the 
page. Altogether a book certainly worth 
reading, and I regret that this copy will 
now go to the IMCoS library, and not stay 
with me. 

SUSANGOLE 
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