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From the Chairman’s Desk

A Plethora of Map Fairs

Those of you who follow events in the
world of map collecting will have no-
ticed that the way we buy and sell
maps has moved from the shop to the
internet and more recently still to an
increasing number of map fairs.
Globalisation has arrived, or
should I say that we have returned to a
former age when travelling traders set
out their wares on a stall in one town,
and then move on to the next! In the
80s IMCoS started a map fair. In the
90s Miami followed. Five years ago
The European Fair was established in
Breda. Last year The Rocky Moun-
tain Fair started in Denver and now we
have two new fairs to look forward to
—one in Paris in November, and one in
Portland, Oregon next June. These
fairs are dedicated to maps and at-
lases. rather than being a part of a
book or antiques fair, and so attract
not just local dealers but those from
further afield, looking for stock as
well as new customers. This can only
be a good thing for those who wish to
spread the word about the joy of own-
ing and collecting maps.  Pierre
Joppen has captured this trend 1n a
new web site which can be found at
<www.map-fair.com>. If you visit
this site you can access information
about all the above fairs, and more.
The Paris Map Fair takes place on
Saturday 16th Nov. in the Hotel Ain-
bassador, 16 Boulevard Haussmann,
75009 Paris, between 11.00 and
17.00. Pierre has attracted 34 interna-
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tional dealers from France, England,
USA, The Netherlands, Belgium, and
Germany, who will have for our de-
light maps, atlases, views and globes.
Friday 15th is a viewing day of the
Loeb-Laroque map auction in Paris
and a pre-fair cocktail reception and
dinner will be held in the evening. If
you like French cooking this will
tempt you! IMCoS is supporting this
fair — we hope to be part of a move to
attract more French people into col-
lecting maps. The French certainly
appreciate works of art and beauty —
the fair will have maps that meet that
description, so it is up to us to entice
the Parisian’s and their visitors. If you
live in Europe Paris is only a train
journey away - or just get in your car
and go. For those of you without in-
ternet access, you can call +33 (0)6
11803375 or +33 (0)6 80489709 for
more information.

Moving into 2003 we are de-
lighted to hear that the convening of
the History of Cartography confer-
ence in Portland has been the catalyst
for the establishment of a map fair to
take place following the end of the
conference later in June. One of the
aims of this fair is to offer an opportu-
nity to those who live in the colder
climes in the north of the US to have a
fair closer to home when the weather
is clement, in addition to the trip to the
sun in Miami each February. Al-
though map fairs take place indoors,
the weather seems to be a parameter in
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two completely different maps of the
same area, produced to illustrate the re-
spective claims of plaintiff and defendant
in a court case. This means that these
maps arc not ‘historically reliable’ in the
way that we expect modern maps to be.
The fact that maps were made for specific
purposes 1s one reason why most of the
maps show local areas, rather than whole
towns, regions or the whole country.
There may be a number of maps for one
small place, produced for a court case, but
relatively few maps ot London and other
towns at this period.

Many of these maps were produced
in court cases about rights over land, and
so may have been produced by or for pri-
vate individuals. Litigants included
wealthy landowners, and the monasteries
until their dissolution by Henry VIII, (Fig.
2) as well as ordinary people such as vil-
lagers. This shows that the concept and
use of maps was fairly widespread cven
quite early in the sixtecnth century. Be-
fore the rise of surveyors, (Fig. 3) maps
were made by a variety of people, with no
special training.  Jury members were
asked to look at maps in court, so they
must have been able to read them. Those
maps were made for one of the parties to
support their legal case, including those at
villager level; or maps were made by the
commissioners sent by the court to make
enquiries in a case, who were mainly lo-
cal gentry and clergy.

These maps show the changes in
mapmaking during the sixteenth cen-
tury, from the rough sketches and
pictorial style of the scarce medieval
maps, still evident in the earlier six-
teenth century, to the rise of scale maps
under the hand of Elizabethan survey-
ors, using new mapmaking techniques.

Examples were shown of the earlier
maps, some of which look more like ab-
stract art than the kind of maps we are
used to today: not drawn to scale. with
few legends and no date, with some fea-
tures shown disproportionately large,
and placed in the landscape in a very ap-
proximate manner (Fig. 4). These were
contrasted with examples from the later
sixteenth century, which begin to look
more like maps as we know them today.
with title, regular place-names and con-
ventional signs, and drawn to scale.

In many cases, the places shown on
the maps are now very much changed,
so the maps effecuvely provide
glimpses of a lost landscape (Fig. 5).

As the settlers from the “old world’

On page 8. Fig. 2 (top). This map of
Inclesmoor. just east of Scunthorpe. was
drawn in the early fifteenth century as a
record of a disputed area where an ab-
bey was a litigant in a case over
pcat-cutting rights on the moor. The
moor was effectively an island bounded
by rivers, imaginatively drawn so that
they seem to roll up like carpets at the
map's edge. Orig. size: 40.1 x 58.4 cm.
Cat. no. MPC 1/56.

Fig. 3. A surveyor's map of 1580:
Methwold Warren, Norfolk. This map
was commissioned from a surveyor.
John Lane. for a dispute over a rabbit
warren. It shows some of the devclop-
ments of the later sixteenth century: a
border with cardinal points (in Latin.
still in common use in documents at that
time); explanatory note; and a scale bar.
However, while the warren was drawn
to scale, the rabbits shown on it were
not! Orig. size: 41.9x 56.6 cm. Cat. no.
MPC 1/75.









set out to sea, a sea which appears only
in glimpses on these maps as the bound-
ary to the known world depicted on
them, they took with them in their minds
the familiar landscape of fields and vil-
lages. set in landscapes of woods. rivers
and wastes, the landscape of the Old
World which they took with them over
the sea to a new country, and there
sought to re-establish the old landscape
in the New World.

ROSE MITCHELL

the \WIERICAS and
ather World arcas
T

On page 9. Fig. 4 (top). A graphic
example of the pictorial style of the ear-
lier sixteenth century: this map was
made in about 1535 to show to a court
the general location and prominent fea-
tures of disputed land in Walland Marsh.
The gate 1s drawn disproportionately
large 1in comparison to the churches and
houses which represent whole villages.
The map has the south coast lying at the
top (orientation to the north had not yet
become standard). Orig. size: 41 x 57.5
cm. Cat. no. MPA 1/61.

Fig. 5. A landscape much changed:
the port of Rye on the Sussex coast was
thriving in the sixteenth century, but silt-
ing of the channels from the town to the
sea [top] since 1595 when this map was
drawn has placed the town quite a few
miles inland. This map has features of
early sea charts: compass roses, with
rhumb lines radiating from them, used
by sailors as navigational aids. Rye was
defended from the sea by Camber Castle
[top centre], built by Henry VIII's time
but becoming obsolete as the sea moved
away from 1t, and abandoned forty years
after this map was drawn. It still stands,
but 1s now largely roofless. Orig. size:
37 x44.5 cm. Cat. no. MPF 1/212.
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Public Record Office (Fig. 2). Other
early arrivals spoke of a virgin, unpol-
luted landscape, with flora and fauna
unknown in Europe, inhabited by ‘red-
skins” whose homes. clothing and way
of life were totally different from Euro-
pean ‘civilisation’. No one knew the
extent or configuration of this vast terri-
tory: as Lane said, the continent was ‘of
an huge and unknown greatness’.’
Despite the fact that the continent
was inhabited by numerous indige-
nous ethnic groups, the Europeans
who reached America perceived this
New World as available for explora-
tion, settlement and exploitation. The
earliest maps were crude in the ex-
treme, but soon more detailed surveys
were being made to facilitate Euro-
pean settlement Native American
patterns of settlement were quite dif-
ferent tfrom those which obtained 1n
Europe. Because distances between
settlements were so vast and the de-
marcations betweer tribal areas
defined by custom rather than formal
agreement there was reiatively little
man-made 1mpact or the landscape
which the first white settlers encoun-
tered. By the late 17th century, the
coastal areas at least were fairly well
defined —the southern part of a parch-
ment map of the province of New York
(Fig. 3) shows Long Island recognis-
ably. and the coast between Delaware
Bay and Rhode Island. but the north-
ern part of the map shows. much less
accurately, a vast area inland to Mon-
treal (Mount Royal) and the St
Lawrence (Canada River), Lake
Champlain (Cortars Lake) and Lake
Ontario (Lake Cadaraque). The map
becomes progressively less accurate
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and the scale less true as the distance
from the coast increases. The map is
undated, but is certainly that made by
Augustin Graham, Surveyor General,
on the orders of Governor Bellomont
who sent 1t to the Board of Trade 1n
1698, ‘so that your Lordships will see
that this whole Province 1s given away
to about thirty persons’. It shows the
major land grants in the colony (with
dates), especially along the fertile east
bank of the Hudson River. Bellomont
sent the map as evidence of the cor-
ruption of his predecessor, Benjamin
Fletcher, who had made large grants
for which he had pocketed the fees. Of
particular concern were three poten-
tially vast grants situated beyond most
European settlement, one described
on the map as being ‘two miles in
breadth on each side Maquas River
and fifty miles in length’.

Faced with such empty lands, the
early settlers rapidly proceeded to lay out
new settlements. Geometry prevailed
over geography: except where the mean-
ders of a river or a mountain range forced
deviation (and not always then), the land
was laid out with mathematical precision
— plots were square, roads and boundaries
were straight as is well illustrated by a
map of Ohio which shows the townships
in precise squares (Fig. 7). However, na-
tive reserves were sometimes deprived of
lands within squares when, say, a corner
was cut off by a river. Whole towns and
villages were built from scratch — as can
be seen from a plan of Washington made
in 1800, only ten years after the site had
been designated for the national capital
(Fig. 6). Individuals were able to acquire
lands so extensive as only the aristocracy
could command in the Old World — the









apparently drawn more from hearsay or
distant sightings than from close observa-
tion); local inhabitants; and the
configuration of the lake; with a table of
names of French settlers, keyed to their
lands.

The search for the North West Pas-
sage and. subsequently. the search for the
expedition ted by Sir John Franklin re-
sulted in greatly increased knowledge of
the Arctic arcas of North America. Suc-
cessive editions of chart of the North
Polar Sea show the fruits of these expedi-
tions, which failed in their primary
objective (MFQ 1/198/1: MFQ 1/197/2:
MEQ 1/199/7, MEFQ 1/315/6; MFEFQ
1/320/5; MPII 1/24/12).

The Europeans brought with them
notions of statehood which entailed the
delineation of international boundaries.
For the most part, Europeans defined in-
ternational boundaries in terms of either
‘erand natural features™ or lines of lati-
tude/longitude which took no account of
ancient tribal demarcations. The bound-
ary betwcen the French and British
possessions (ie between the provinces of
New York and Qucbec) followed the line
along 45°N (MPG 1/28). By 1835, the
boundary of the United States had been
pushed ever further north, south and
west. Later. the demarcation of the
boundary between the United States and
Canada along the 49th parallel sliced a
straight line through forests, lakes and
mountains; ignored natural aids to defini-
tton: and created horrendous working
conditions for the parties of surveyors.
Maps in the PRO show the work of the
boundary commissions set up to demar-
cate the boundary between the newly
independent United States and British
North America; the Alaska boundary; the

Juan de Fuca boundary between the
United States and British Columbia;
and finally, in 1893-94, between the
United States and Mexico. Although
Great Britain had no territorial interest
in the boundary between the United
States and Mexico, a set cach of the
maps made for the boundary commis-
ston by the Americans and by the
Mexicans i1s among the records ot the
Forergn Office here (in FO 925) - the
PRO holds many records retating to in-
ternational boundaries in which Britain
had no direct interest

By the end of the nincteenth cen-
tury, the New World was thoroughly
subjugated, carved up mto Euro-
pean-style nation states, subdivided into
cities and estates. criss-crossed by roads
and raillways, industrialised and tarmed
and ‘civilised’. The process can be
traced clearly in the maps made by cx-
plorers.  boundary
diplomats, ranchers. prospectors. town
planners, engineers and a host of others

COMIMISSIONCTS,
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All photographs for this article and the article by
Rose Mitchell have been supplied by the Public
Record Oftice. Kew. and reproduced with then
very kind permission

This and the previous article by
Rose Mitchell are abstracted by the
speakers from the papers they
presented at the IMCoS symposium
held in the Public Record Office,
Kew, on 8 June 2002,
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Public Record Office
Documents displayed for IMCoS visit

Early British maps

DL 3/38: Two maps of the moors, Over Kellet, Lancashire
MPA 1/61: Walland Marsh, Kent, 1537

MPB 1/23: The Market Place at Barking, Essex. 1595
MPB 1/25/2: Cheam. Malden, Morden and Nonsuch. Surrey, {1553]

MPB 1/32: Saxton manuscript survey: Old Byland. Yorkshire, 15398
MPC 1/33: Sturmer Mere, Essex, [1571]

MPC 1/35: Ashbourne, Derbyshire: village plan, {1546 or 15471

MPC 1/41: Bird’s-eye view of Olney Park, Buckinghamshire

MPC 1/56: Inclesmoor, Yorkshire,

MPC 1/62: Soham Mere, Cambridgeshire, [¢ 1545]

MPC 1/75: Methwold Warren, Norfolk, 1580

MPC 1/96: Tickhill Castle, Yorkshire [1562]

MPC 1/212: Chnstopher Saxton’s county maps: Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire, 1579
MPCC 1/7: Pinchbeck Fen, c1430

MPCC 1/8: Royal rabbit warren on Aldbourne Chase. Wiltshire. 1608
MPCC 1/9: River Ouse, Huntingdonshire [?1515]

MPEF 1/6: Plymouth, Devon, at the time of the Armada alert. 1587

MPF 1/122: Dover harbour, 1577

MPF 1/138: Southwold. Suffolk, 1588

MPF 1/212 : Rye and Winchelsea, Sussex. [?71595]

MPF 1/240: Isle of Sheppey, Kent, ¢ 1572

MPF 1/257: *The Plan of the Debatable Land between England and Scotland’. 1552
MPF 1/334: Workington, Cumbria, [ 1569]

MPI 1/64: Middleton, Norfolk, [zemp Henry VIII]

MR 1/5: Greenhow Sike, Yorkshire, [?temp Henry VIII]

SP 1/140: Haughton castle, Northumberland. [1538]

MR 1/1: Marton, Lancashire, 1531

Exploration and early hydrography

CO 700 Canada 19: Plan of Quebec by Samuel Holland, 1759

CO 700 Canada 30: Fair chart of the Mingan Islands on the north coast of the St Lawrence
River by George Sproule, 1769

CO 700 Florida 32: Survey of the Bay of Pensacola by George Gauld MA, 1766

CO 700 Georgia 11: Design for forts at Savannah, Hardwicke and Frederica in Georgia.,
by William de Brahm

CO 700: Massachusetts Bay 13. A plan of the coast of New England from Hampton
Harbour to Cape Anne; drawn by Charles Blaskowitz.

CO 700: New Brunswick 11 A survey of the Bay of Passamaquoddy by Thomas Wright
and Thomas Hurd
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CO 700: Nova Scotia 66 Cape Breton Island by J F W DesBarres, 1786

CO 700: Prince Edward Island 5 A development plan for Georgetown, Ile St Jean (later
Prince Edward Island). by Charles Morris, 1768

CO 700: Nova Scotia 46 J F W DesBarres: Atlantic Neptune

MPI 1/83: Cook chart — MS — north-west coast of America

Mapping America

CO 700 America North & South 11: Henry Popple: the British Empire in America, 1733

CO 700 Carolina 21: *A Draught of the Creck Nation® by William Bonar, 1757

CO 700 New York 8: Province of New York and adjacent territories, by Augustin
Graham, 1698

CO 700 New York 13A: Colonel Romer’s map showing his ‘Journey to the Indian
Nations’, 1700

FO 302/30 (photographs) : FO 925/1565 (maps) : MPK 1/55/1 (index map): Demarcating
the North West boundary between the United States and Canada, 1872-1874 —
with contemporary photographs of the surveyors at work

FO 925/1200: “The United States & the Relative Position of the Oregon and Texas™
United States boundaries between 1783 and 1835

FO 925/1310: Californian ranch, 1864

FO 925/1453: Printed map of the British dominions in New England. by William
Douglas, 1753

FO 925/1503: Scheme for proposed ship canal around the Niagara Falls, 1835

FO 925/1857: United States — Mexico boundary, 1893-1894

FO 925/4622 Papers in FO 5/412: David Thompson's survey of Oregon Territory

MFEQ 1/1257/1: Native American map of the Canadian Arctic. 1821

MPD 1/2: Plantation and indigo works in Florida, 1771

MPG 1/332: Defences of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia,
1756

MPG 1/367: French settlers around Lake Champlain. 1763

MPG 1/425 : Papers in CO 42/47: Peter Pond’s map of north-west America. showing
tribal lands, 1785

MPG 1/584: Raleigh's colony at Roanoke. Virginia, 1585

MPI 1/61/11: American Loyalist's estate on an island in the River Alatamaha, Georgia,
1771

MPII 1/6/7: Ohio, 1845

MPK 1/15: City of Washington, engraved by Samuel Hill, Boston, 1800

MFEQ 1/198/1 : MFQ 1/197/2 : MFQ 1/199/7 : MPI 1/315/6 : MPI 1/320/5: Successive
editions of chart of the North Polar Sea between 1835 and 1865

Europe

ADM 7/688: View of Mount Vesuvius, made by Grenvill Collins. Master. HM Frigate
Newcastle, to illustrate journal entry for March 1678.

FO 925/4004 : Norwegian chart of the coast of Norway between Kinn and
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Trondhjemsleden. with MS additions showing territorial waters for fishing
purposes according to Decrec of 9 Sept 1889.

FO 925/4236B: Ttalian chart of the Adriatic Sea, 1822-1824, produced by the Military
Geographical Institute, Milan.

MFEQ 1/110 : Panoramic view and plan of Kronstadt. Russia. 1851

MEQ 1/463/3: Plan of Sebastopol, 1854, drawn by J O Jones, Second Master of HMS
Retribution

MPE 1/156 0 Bird s eye view. drawn by Captain Philip Asseliers. illustrating the Prince of
Parma’s siege operations near Antwerp. 1585.

MPF 1/214/3: View. drawn on 11 March 1669. of Mount Etna erupting, the extent of th
eruption being shown by a brown colouring over the villages affected.

MPF 1/223 : Plan, attributed to Georg Lackner, of the fort of Nove Zamky, Slovakia
under stege in 1663

MPF 1/269 : Drawing of iron. silver, copper. zinc and other metalliferous mines at Boda
Dannemora, Falun, ‘Felsbro’, Hedemora, Lindesberg, Nora, Sala and Sater in
central Sweden, ¢ 1724

MPG 1/1189/2: Map showing the international air services operated by the British
European Airways Corporation (BEA) in 1948. Also included are proposed air
routes to be operated by Gibraltar Airways or BEA.

MPI 1/176 : View of the Monastery of Solovetski at the entrance of Onega Bay. Russia.
painted by C E Phillips, Assistant Paymaster, HMS Meander, 1855.

MPI 1/324/4: Chart of the River Scheldt from Antwerp to the sea, based on a French
survey of 1805.

MPI 1/331 : Picture of part of Lisbon and Belle Isle, drawn by William Passenger,
Captain of HMS Gloucester, 1717

MPK 1/68: Designs for an English Church and a dwelling house for a clergyman of the
Church of England at Sulina, Turkey, 1868

SP 9/202/2: *A plotte of the dykes and fortes uppon the ryver of Antwerp™: a bird’s-cye
view, made about 1584

WO 32/5705 part 2: Blueprint sketch showing the condition of the [Y]Emtsa bridge. on the
Vologna Front, Russia, after its destruction by the Bolsheviks in August 1919

WO 78/1028/5: Sketch map of the island fortress ot Sweaborg (Suomenlinna), south east
of Helsinki, Finland, claiming to show the position of the Allied Forces on 17
August 1855. Drawn by George Giles, Master of HMS Arrogant.

WO 78/1037/34: Circular map of western France, centred on Niort, mid-17" century

WO 78/1078/72: Plan illustrating a proposed attack on ships in the harbour of Brest,
France, using balloons carrying inflammable liquids and spiked rockets
launched from British warships. The idea was put forward by Charles Rogier.
inventor, 6 Fivetield Row, Chelsea, circa 1800.

WO 78/2498: Map of part of Russia by Guillaume De I'Isle, 1706

WO 78/2585: Plan of the battle of Waterloo, 1815, drawn by Captain Ives Stocker. Royal
Engineers, in August 1831.
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THE WARBURG INSTITUTE
University of London
Woburn Square, London WCI1H OAB

MAPS AND SOCIETY

Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Tony Campbell (formerly Map
Library, British Library) and Catherine Delano Smith (Institute of Historical
Research). Meetings are held at The Warburg Instilute ON A THURSDAY at 5.00
pm. and are followed by refreshment. Admission is free and all are welcome.
BEnquiries: +44 (0) 20 8346 5112 (Catherine Delanc Smith).

TWELFTH SERIES: 2002-2003

2002

October 24 Dr. Michgel Charlesworth (Depariment of Art and Art History, University of Texas at Austin).
The panoramic idea and mapping in Britain, 1740-1820.

MEETING SPONSORED BY THE HAKLUYT SOCIETY

November 21 Peter Riviere (Linscre College, University of Oxford). The Schomburgk Line and the
creation of 19" century British Guiana.

December S Brian Leigh Dunnigan (William L. Clements Library, Universily of Michigan).
Frontier iconographies: Mapping and imaging developing urban space in
colonial North America.

2003

January 23  Professor Mike Heffernan (Department of Geography, Umiversity of Notungham).
From Russia with love? A Tsarist map of France and the Paris Exposition
Universelle of 1900.

February 13 Dr Jeremy Johns and Dr Emilie Savage-Smith (The Oriental Institute, University
of Oxford). The Book of Curiosities: A newly-discovered series of medieval
Islamic maps.

March 20 Edwina Proudfoot (St Andrews Herilage Services, St Andrews). John Geddy’s map of
St Andrews (1580): A past and future framework.

May 1 René Tebel (Doctoral candidate, University of Vienna). The significance of the ship
image on early modern maps from the 10" to the 17 centuries.

May 29 Dr Daniel Connolly (Franke Humanities Institute, University of Chicago). The

performance of history in the itinerary map of Matthew Paris.

This programme has been made possible through the generous sponsorship of The International Map Collectors’
Society, Jonathan Potter of Jonathan Potter Lid.; and Laurence Worms of Ash Rare Books, and is supported by
bnago Mundi. Displays for each lecture, at the Royal Geographical Sociely, are arranged by Francis Herbert, Hon.
F.R.G.S. Nole that the Society's Library and Map Room are closed until late 2003, although both the Picture Library
and Archives remain open. Sec <hitp://www.rgs.org>.
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Reflections on Maps
Address by our outgoing President at the Annual Dinner

We are all united by cartography. to
which we devote our enthusiasm and a
great deal of our time. But regrettably I
have to admit that cartography 1s becom-
Ing increasingly technological and 1s
therefore, in my opinion, losing its soul.

For many centuries the principal goal
of cartographers was to remove blank ar-
eas from the map by compiling data with
growing precision and completeness. To-
day we have to admit that maps are no
longer the prime medium for registering
ever more quickly-outdated knowledge
about the world.

From the aerial and satellite photog-
raphy of today cartographic traditions
have come under pressure. The accuracy
and real-time character of satellite 1m-
ages have long superseded the former
importance of military maps. Even in the
civil transport sector, navigation systems
are beginning to replace conventional
maps. In a world of radically unstable re-
gions and structure even the classic
thematic map faces competition from os-
tensibly more efficient methods of
information transfer.

The increasing globalisation of our
communication is constantly teaching us
new geographical facts and making us
reach for ever-new types of maps. World-
wide reporting on natural events such as
volcanic eruptions, wars, political unrest
and economic crises are constantly mak-
ing us acquainted and familiar with the
relevant geography. The new medium
may come against our will. But we can al-
ways recognise the truth of a
pronouncement by the English preacher
Thomas Fuller in 1650: ‘The eye learns

more from a map than the ear can learn
from a whole speech’.

Before the Americans bombarded
Afghanistan, there were probably few
who could list all its ncighbouring
countries. Soon, however, it became
common knowledge that Kabul 1s 1n
the north, while Kandahar 1s 1n the
south. And if we then start to look for
the places where our soldiers are de-
ployed, we become even more -
perhaps painfully — aware of how
closely war and geography arc con-
nected.

Yet it was this connection that in-
spired Alexander the Great. His
campaign brought the Greeks not only
victories, but also a broader view of the
world., and many new discoveries for
cartographers. But wars not only ex-
plore geography, they create 1t too.
This 1s currently most evident in the
television graphics used to illustrate the
deployment of ground troops: imagi-
nary mountains and gorges. as seen
from helicopters and occupied by para-
chute troops - the country as a
computer game, n which altitudes
above sea level and vegetation zoncs
are transformed into operational condi-
tions.

What would we know about the
Falkland Islands without the war of the
same name? And what would we know
about Yugoslavia without maps to re-
flect this puzzle of ethnic and religious

groups’’
The decorative title pages of at-
lases from the Baroque period

graphically symbolise the status of car-
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morning he was sold out of
this one, with no prospect
of replenishment. For DM
46.60 an Argentinc officer,
who was in Hamburg to
supervise the construction
of a frigate. rolled up the
set of charts of the
Falkland Islands. Thenitis
said that as he went out he
passed the representative
of the Argentine state ship-
ping line, who was able -
for completeness’ sake —to
secure the last copy from
the pedantic map dealer.

For quite some time,
old maps and sca charts
have been the subject of
sensational reports, some-
times because of
sensational prices, some-
times as the booty of
experienced thieves.

In 1957 the  sec-
ond-hand  book dealer
Laurence  Whitten  from
New Haven bought in Bar-
celona for $3500 a map full
of worm holes which was
supposed to date from
1440. This purchase turned
out to be extremely profit-
able. as two years later the

TR0 R

Top: City map of Moscow,
1989  (courtesy  Wolfgang
Crom, Staatshibliothek.
Berlin), published by Upravl
Geod [ Kartogr.

Below: 4 2002 city map
from Baedekar's Ostfildern,
produced by Mairs
Geographischer Verlug.
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The history of cartography is also a his-
tory of unscrupulous plagiarism. Voltaire
once said that originals were undiscovered
plagiarisms. And plagiarisms are indeed
widespread right up to the present day. For
that reason the American Map Corporation
always places an ‘inverted’ street on its
riaps, enabling pirate copies to be identified
at an expert glance.

The new Euro banknotes are facing
the shredder. The French cartographic
publishers M Sat Editions in Clermont
Ferrand found to their horror that their
map of Europe was being printed as a pi-
rated copy on the back of the Euro notes.
Incidentally, Iceland did not appear on
the first designs of the Euro notes and
only after vehement protests from Ice-
land this was corrected by the European
Central Bank in Frankfurt.

A veritable masterpiece of the art of
combination using the aid of various print-
ing plates was produced for us by Andreas
Lorenzen Rodtgiesser in the vignette of his
map of 1650 which depicts the county of
Pinneberg in Schleswig- Holstein. The ba-
sic design 1s taken from a map of England
in a Blaeu atlas, namely Monmouthshire.
The angler on one side of the cartouche co-
mes {rom Yorkshire. The people of
Pinneberg apparently obtained their goats
not from England, but from Switzerland.
Judging by their horns, the animals de-
picted here may well be mountain goats
from the canton of Valais. The artist took
them from a Dutch engraving dating from
1611 (see: James Welu: ‘Cartographic Or-
namentation in The Netherlands’, in David
Woodward (ed), Art and Cartography,
Univ of Chicao Press, p.166).

Even more amusing are three figures
on a Danckerts sea chart described by
James A. Welu, added to the framework
between Iceland and Greenland which
come from Blaeu's sea chart of the West

Indies published about 1630. Taken
from their original setting on South
America, the three nude figures are cer-
tainly unprepared for the frigid climate
in which the mapmaker has placed
them.

Staff of the British Library experi-
enced a boost for the status of
cartography when they brought a Chi-
nese globe dating from 1623 to an
cxhibition in West Berlin. The globe
was allowed to travel on 1ts own ticket
as "Mr Globe’.

A propos ‘globes’, the story goes
that in a shop in a little town 1n
Mecklenburg a farmer sees a globe. He
studies 1t, deep in thought, then asks.
‘Have you got one with only Mecklen-
burg on 1t?”’

“The centre lies to the East’, wrote
the Berlin historian Karl Schlogel in
1986, thereby opening the German de-
bate about Central Europe. Nearly ten
years later, the non-mainland answer
appeared in the Europe Central travel
map {rom John Bartholomew & Son in
Edinburgh. This Scottish map has Cen-
tral Europe starting in the north-west at
London and ending in the east at
Rimini. This new geographical classi-
fication was noted with some
annoyance in the city that thinks of 1t-
self as being at the centre of Central
vurope, namely Vienna. The Viennese
newspaper Standard speculated that,
as far as the Brits were concerned. ev-
erything to the east of Rimini was
simply ‘impenetrable plains and
gorges’ inhabited by obscurc natives.
And it suggested that the cartographers
in the British Isles create a new travel
map covering the areas and regions be-
tween Vienna and Sarajevo. Title: "Far
Eastern Central Europe .

In this connection it is interesting
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to note that the name "Central Europe’
was used by Austrian cartographers at the
end of the Holy Roman Empire for the
new Austrian empire and adjacent re-
g10ns.

Today every little resort, every
non-central hotel can make itself the cen-
tre of its region: everything is possible
with maps!

The opening-up of our world, as we
know 1t from our perspective, took place
in many stages in the history of explora-
tion. Time and again, ambitious dreams
came to a sad end — often with the dream-
ers themselves. And yet it is precisely the
failure of so many dreams that contrib-
uted to the emergence of the picture of
the earth that has become the common
property of humanity today. Like fairy
tales and myths, the voyages of explora-
tion and discovery were the pre-industrial
birthplaces of technological utopias. To-
day even tcchnology itself 1s no longer
material {or utopias.

With the gradual ‘lightening of the
darkness” of Eastern Asia and Africa,
the existing “world picture’ proved to
be incorrect. Then, when America was
discovered and mariners circumnavi-
gated the Earth, further corrections to
certain knowledge became necessary.
It took the great expeditions of the 18th
and 19th centuries, which discovered
fifth’ and "sixth’ continents
(Antarctica), to eliminate virtually all
the empty spaces on maps, sea charts
and world maps.

In its time, the Copernican world pic-
ture revolution had a serious unsettling
impact on public order. Sigmund Freud as-
serted that it marked the beginning of
humanity’s sense of indignation at being
only a peripheral phenomenon. Darwin in-
creased this shame with his thesis that man
was merely a chance stage of evolution.

In our present age the sense of real
distances has dwindled to virtually nil.
Our world. 1t scems, has become more
‘manageable as a result of science,
transport technology and the wide vari-
ety of communication factlities for
speech. sound and pictures. Some peo-
ple say the world has grown smaller.
allowing us to grasp cvervthing in 1t
with our intellect. But this opinion is
based only on gcographical and tech-

nological 1mprovements. We  have
experienced this apparent paradox

once before 1n our history, when after
the circumnavigation of the earth and
the rediscovery of 1ts spherical form
man perceived his world as both larger
and smaller at the same ume.

Has not our world 1n tact become
morc confusing and less cusy to grasp?
Larger through the apparently unlim-
ited spectrum of means of exploring 1t;
more confusing through the distribu-
ton of knowledge
individuals who have to contine them-
selves to thewr individual specialities?

Discoverers and technology have
now completely unveiled our world.
By the 1960s the curtain had [inally
been raised on such legendary cities as
Timbuktu. [Lhasa  and

dmong VArTous

Sanaa.
Kathmandu, whose feudal rulers had
previously denied access to strangers.
Seldom have political maps aged
so quickly as in the vears following the
Second World War The atlases of our
time show very quictly and unobtru-
sively how hall a dozen European
colonial powers lTost their world stand-
ing in a very short space of ume.
Because a group of Briush army
officers did not take very seriously
their mission of mapping an unknown
part of the Gold Coast tnow Ghana),
they did not bother to chhmb the last

43






mountain on their programme. But the
eminence nevertheless existed. The gen-
tlemen hit on a solution and filled the gap
by drawing the contours of the mountain
in the form of an elephant. This
unpublicised elephant birth, the product
of British humour, remained undiscov-
ered and was to be found on the relevant
maps until the 1960s. as shown in the re-
cent exhibition ‘Lie of the Land - the
Secret Lite of Maps™ in the Britush Li-
brary.

The National Geographic Society's
world map of December 1981 still in-
cluded survivors f{rom the days of
imaginary islands: *Atlantic Island’, which
was scen by a whaler in 1827, and “Mata-
dor Island’, which was allegedly sighted
by a schooner captain in 1876. "Matador
Island™ was finally deleted from the Admi-
ralty Chart in 1922. On Lufthansa globes it
was still to be seen in 1984,

But to save the honour of the Na-
tional Geographic Society, it has to be
said that fifty years after the end of the
war, the NGS revealed what decisions
Roosevelt and Truman took on their
maps and why. It all began on 18 Decem-
ber 1941, when Roosevelt demanded
National Geographic maps because his
advisors were unable to find a particular
Pacific island on US military maps.

In spite of the disappearance of the
last blank patches on our maps. cartog-
raphy can still help to solve some of the
mysteries of the history of discovery.,
When Professor Glinter Schilder was
looking through some old sea charts in
the collection of his university in
Leiden. his attention was caught by the
cartouche of a map by Abraham Anias
with a description of the shipwreck of
the 1 'Viiegend Hart ten miles off the
Dutch coast in 1735, This chart was the
beginning of a fascinating piece of de-

tective work. They found a letter
dated 25 February 1735 to the Cham-
ber of Zealand 1n which a British
diver from Harwich requested a copy
of the map 1n question showing the
position of the wreck. The wreck of
the ¢t Viiegend Hart, which had been
headed for Batavia with 256 people
and freight on board. was finally
raised in August 1983 from a depth of
20 metres, complete with 2.000 gold
ducats and many other items. The
success of this salvage operation was
only possible thanks to a combina-
tion of cartographic documents and
modern technology (see  Gunter
Schilder, "How an early sea chart led
to ashipwreck and its treasure’ in 7/he
Muap Collector, No.27, p.2).

Today the importance of acrial
photographs as an information and
documentation medium is generally re-
cognised. Aerial photos provide a
largely realistic record of a re-
duced-scale section of the Earth's
surface and reflect its current state.

Compared with the topographic
map and the street plan. which work
with symbols. an aerial photo gives the
viewer a graphic insight into the spe-
cific situation. But it 1s not casy to read
and requires interpretation.

Map users appear to have a spectal
objection to symbols. Seventy -three per
cent of map users always took at the map
first and only consult the legend (expla-
nation of symbols) if they have to.

But the cartographic publishers
have all failed to provide us with the
invention of the century: a map that
we don’t have to fold. turn over or
scroll. Neither the old rolled chart,
nor the modern CD-ROM 1s the real
answer. A motoring map is fine for
everywhere except the place where 1t
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1s intended to be used. Anyone who has
‘sorted out” aroad map in a car knows
all about the problems and contortions
this involves on the passenger seat.
And the real nightmare 1s the patent
folded plan. If you don’t follow the in-
structions  precisely. because 1t is
ncecessary “before using the plan to flap
each fold downwards and smooth the
fold flat’, you very quickly end up with
a handful of paper. Because neither one
nor the other really does the job prop-
erlv. we have finally been given the
atlas. This 1s the best and the most diffi-
cult solution. Eventually after leafing
to and fro vou find vou no longer have
any 1dea where you are. But today there
1s an invention for motorists that makes
paper maps obsolete: the Travel Pilot.

This 1s no longer a red-faced passen-
ger searching frantically for the right road
on a map that 1s disintegrating in his or
her hands. no longer a hysterical situation
that can e¢scalate into a serious partner-
ship crisis.

Instead, the pleasant voice of the
Travel Pilot lady who knows everything.
Where the next traffic jam can be ex-
pected. How to avord 1t. When you at last
reach you destination.

Years ago an ingenious artist hit
upon the idea of fencing off a piece of
woodland and setting up in the centre of it
a notice that read "Earth, Scale 1:1°. He
wanted to make it clear that we only have
one Earth. an Earth that we cannot edit
and reproduce at our will like maps. For a
cartographer this artist’s product fulfils
the dream of the perfect map: a represen-
tation faithful to the outline — and
three-dimensional into the bargain. But
that's still a long way off. Maybe some
day computer technology will lead us to
this goal.

We as collectors can consider our-

selves fortunate that we can dream of
and with beautiful carly maps. Our
future as collectors, I believe. lics 1n
the past. I myself drcam of a land
bridge that would allow us to reach
[celand without getting our feet wet.
as depicted from the mainland to
Greenland on a map in the Medici
Sea Atlas of 1351.

I can also understand Casanova
who reported in 1769 the most wonder-
ful week 1n his life was spent not in the
arms of a lover, butin a library, namely
the one 1n Wolfenbiittel, which in-
cluded many beautiful maps. And
when 1t comes to collecting, the collec-
tor virus is the only infectious disease
for which there 1s no known cure.

Erika and [ are verv gratetul to
IMCoS for the many friecndships it has
enabled us to make with other map en-
thusiasts. and for the innumerable ideas
it has yielded about the history of car-
tography.

I myself would particularly like to
thank Malcolm Young for the trust he
displayed in persuading me to attempt
to follow 1n the footsteps of Rodney
Shirley and Helen Wallis for seven
years.

1 would also like to thank Jenny
and Susan as representatives ol the
many active members I was able to
accompany along the way to run a
great IMCoS programme jointly with
you. I may be retiring from my office
as your President for reasons which [
am sure you will all understand. but I
will of course keep up closc contacts
with you.

And to my successor, whose 1m-
pressive collection we had the privilege
of seeing last year, [ wish every possi-
ble success.

OSWALD DREYER-EIMBCKE
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Re-Discovery of the Madeira Islands

Rarely, in the history of geographic ex-
ploration, has there been a more
romantic incident than the accidental re-
discovery of the Madeira Islands by the
ill-starred.  English lovers, Robert
Machim and Anne d Arfet in 1372.
Prince Henry of Portugal is often cred-
ited with the discovery of these islands
in 1418.

The Madeira archipelago consists
of four islands and associated rocks 340
miles (540 km) off the north-west coast
of Atrica about 700 miles (1,130 km)
south-west of Portugal and 600 km due
west of Casablanca. This puts them just
south of the exit from the Mediterranean
Sea through the Straits of Gibraltar.
These islands are of volcanic origin: part
of the Seine Seamount and not continen-
tal out-cropping. Two of the islands are
sizeable: Madeira which 1s about 300 sg.
miles and Porto Santo, about 15 sq. m.
and both, since the fifteenth century, in-
habited. The two smaller islands,
Deserta and Selvagens, remain barren.’

The Madeiras have been sighted,
explored and mapped over the centuries
preceding the fifteenth by many seamen
and adventurers.

[t is conjectured that as early as 700
BC the Carthaginians sighted and, per-
haps, landed on the Madeiras blown off
their course to Britain in search of
Cornish tin. These Carthaginians did not
broadcast their early trade routes, fear-
ing competition. Later, they militarily
controlled the Straits of Gibraltar (the
Pillars of Hercules) from both shores,
thus discouraging foreign adventurers.

Herodotus tells, in Book IV of his

Histories, of the Phoenician-manned
fleet sent out by an Egyptian king,
Necho I1 (d. 595 BC), to circumnavigate
the continent of Africa starting at the
Red Sea in about 600 BC. Nearing the
Pillars of Hercules on the homeward leg
of their journey they most certainly
sighted the Madeira Islands.

Next, so says Herodotus, was one
Sataspes, a Carthaginian, who sailed
through the Straits on his way to circum-
navigate Africa. He, too, must have seen
or landed on the Madeiras. Alas, un-
nerved at the length of his journey, he
returned home. For not completing his
circumnavigation of Africa as he was
ordered and for other transgressions. he
was put to an unpleasant end by Xerxes.
Hanno, also a Carthaginian. went on an
exploration and colonisation mission to
the west coast of Africa. He 1s said to
have led an expedition of 30,000 men
and women 1n 60 ships for this mission.
He established cities and built temples
all along the African coast. It 1s incon-
celvable that he or his passengers did not
see or land upon the Madeira Islands.”

By the beginning of the Christian
Era. the location of the Madeiras as well
as the Canary Islands must have been
known. Claudius Ptolemy, the great ge-
ographer of Alexandria, used a system
of global grids similar to modern longi-
tude for which he established his prime
meridian at the ‘Fortunate Islands’ now,
roughly, the Canary Islands and Ma-
deira group.

And religious fervour contributed,
at least, to the mythology of the Atlantic
Islands. St. Brendan of Clonfert, also
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documents of Gloucestershire. For in-
stance, in 1423, John Machem of St.
Briavels bought land from one Tyler,
Philip Machem being witness to the
deed of sale. However. the family name
does not appear in the St. Briavels™ "Poll
Tax Lists’ of 1377 or 1381.

The story goes that it was late spring
of 1372 when Robert and a number of
his friends and young neighbours took
their wagons into Bristol. The early
spring was spent doing the hard work of
shearing his flock of, perhaps, 200
sheep. The wagons were loaded now
with ten sacks of wool, 1,680 pounds in
the units of the day. Top quality wool:
long fibres and soft not like the wool of
neighbouring counties which had short
fibres and was rough. Bristol was the
key shipping port to France. Officially.
Bristol had 6,000 people but it was more
nearly 10,000, if the clergy. servants and
children under 16 were counted. At the
time, London had an official population
of 10,000. Bristol was the nearest ship-
ping port and, since 1363, Calais was the
probable destination. It had been in Eng-
lish hands since 1347. It was designated
the market centre or staple by some two
dozen of the big English wool mer-
chants 1n 1363.

Robert probably was about seven-
teen. And  single.  Since  the
population-denuding plague, the mar-
riage age of both sexes had been
decreasing. 1n real terms. limited only
by puberty. Anne d Arfet, the object of
his thoughts, was probably fifteen or
sixteen and single.

From existing sources, written a
hundred years or more after the events,
Anne and Robert were “in love’. Appar-
ently, Robert asked Anne’s father for her

hand. The elder d" Arfet refused. We are
given to understand that the father, be-
ing of aristocratic station. objected to
Robert’s lesser status for his daughter.
The tyrannical father hurriedly "gave
his daughter’s hand to a more noble (and
desirable) swain. To keep Robert from
interfering with the marriage. the tather
had Robert ‘jailed’. (More probably,
d Arfet sent some of his attendants or
body guards to detain Robert in a conve-
nient inn or room in the manor house.)
In any case, he was released soon after
the wedding. *

By guile, we are told. one of Rob-
ert’s friends insinuated himself into the
family household. He arranged Anne’s
escape.

Meanwhile, Robert and other com-
panions obtained a ship. Some sources
say, ‘stole’. Given the condition, lavourt
and tidal flows in the Bristol harbour in
1372, theft of a ship and an cscape
would be highly unlikely. During ebb
tide, all of the ships in the harbour would
be careened on their beams awaiting the
twice-a-day flood tide. Robert’s original
purpose was to ship his wool. He proba-
bly arranged for his wool shipment and
passage for his party quite legally”

Since the escape of Annc would
probably cause a furore, Robert and
Anne likely engaged a carriage to take
them to the entrance to the broad Bristol
Channel from the Avon River where
they could meet their chartered ship as 1t
dropped 1ts tow. Boarding here. the
party sailed out to the Atlantic.

The ship was probably heading for
the French Coast at the wool port of
Calais. Some chronicles have Spain the
destination. Why? The ship probably
had other shipments of wool aboard and
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Calais was the ‘official’ receiving port.
In any case, a summer storm drove the
ship’s captain to seek shelter at a cove in
a convenient island, reasonably, Ma-
deira.

When the storm subsided, Robert.
Anne (who was said to have been ill on
the voyage), and their companions, in-
cluding the ship’s pilot, took the ship’s
boat and rowed ashore to explore this
heavily wooded island.

Whiie this party was ashore, an-
other storm builds. The ship’s captain
decided to ride it out at sea. He left not
only the safety of a sheltered moorage,
but his passengers and one or more of
his own crew stranded on a strange. un-
inhabited island. This ‘heroic’ captain
did indeed ride out the storm at sea. In
calm seas, the captain faced a decision:
he could return, pick up the stranded
party and then continue on his way to
Calais; or, he could abandon his passen-
gers and crewman and continue to
Calais to sell the consigned wool as his
own, unencumbered by passengers. He
abandoned his passengers.

Meanwhile, ashore on the uninhab-
ited Madeira, the shore party realised
they were abandoned. After a few days
(some sources, hundreds of years later,
give the actual number!), Anne’s condi-
tion worsened and she expired. Robert
built a shrine where he interred his be-
loved. Within days, Robert joined her in
death and was buried at her side.

The survivors apparently recovered
the ship’s boat. At sea, these survivors
drift with the currents, eventually were
marooned on the coast of Africa. They
were picked up by Moorish seaman who
brought them before the King of Mo-
rocco who threw them into captivity.

Major. in his Prince Henry the Naviga-
tor,” says the prisoners encountered
seamen from the ship in which they
originally left England. That ship also
had been captured at sea by Moorish pi-
rates. Among thewr fellow captives was
one Juan de Morales ¢ seaman and a
ship's piiot fron: Seville  Thev tell
Morales of the uninhabited 1sland they
had discovered Majorsavs the voungest
son of King Ferdinand ot Aragon. Don
Sancho. dred in 1416, willing his tortune
to be used to ranse i Christian captives
from Moorish prvons Don Sancho
must have been « caning prodigy he was
onlv five when he dicd in 14161 Juan de
Morales was redecmed with the others.
However. the ship from Morocco was
captured by Joao Gonsalves Zarco, a
Portuguese navigator in the service of
Prince Henry. He released all of the ran-
somed captives save Morales whom
Zarco thought might be of value to his
master.

During the questioning of Morales,
the location of the mysterious, uninhab-
ited 1slands was disclosed. Prince Henry
1s said to have sent out his captains, Joao
Gonsalves Zarco and Tristao Teixcerra,
along with the rescued pilot, to locate
and colonise the islands: not to “dis-
cover' them.

As has been discussed. the location
and names of the 1slands of the Madeira
archipelago had been known and shown
on maps for halt a century by the time
Prince Henry sent out his ships in 1418,
Indeed. Pacheo reports that Prince
Henry *....sent to Majorca for a Master
Jacome, a skilled maker ot charts...’
This Jacome is Jahuda Cresques, son of
the author of the ‘Catalan Atlas’ (see Ta-
ble above) which shows and names the

n
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Amsterdam 2002

The programme for this symposium
was given in the Summer issue of the
Journal. A few changes have been made
since then, due to unforeseen circum-
stances.

As the exhibition at the
Rijksmuseum will not be ready by that
date, an alternative visit is scheduled to
the Westfries Museum at Hoorn. There
will also be a guided walk around the
city and a reception, with return to Am-
sterdam at 16.00. Those who wish to
visit  the  Rijksmuseum  for its
non-cartographic treasures should make
their own arrangements.

On Wednesday morning, partici-
pants will make their own way to the
Nederlands Scheepvaartmuseum. Di-
rections will be given later. Instead of
the planned canal boat ride to reach the
museum, there will now be a canal boat
tour through the city’s canals with lunch
on board.

There  will  only be one
post-symposium tour, to the north of the
country. Of course, the route and details
have been prepared long back, but partici-
pants will be 1n for a surprise, as the
arrangements will only be revealed later.

International representatives

We welcome two new representa-
tives to add to our growing list of IMCoS
members worldwide who are prepared to
provide a cartographic introduction to
their country to any member visiting it.

Alma Braziuniene will be familiar
to those of us who attended the sympo-
sium in Riga and post-symposium tour
to Lithuania in 1996. Alma is Head of
the Rare Books Department at Vilnius
University Library. She read us a paper
at the symposium on the collections she
looks after, and then prepared a

magnificent exhibition of some of the
treasures 1n Vilnius when we reached
there a few days later. She is now our
representative for Lithuania.

Our new representative for China is
Siu-Cheung Tam. He joined us for the
symposium 1n Japan in 1998, and was
with us more recently i London this
June. Mr Tam 1s a man of many inter-
ests. living 1n Hong Kong. He 1s
involved with preparations for the
Olympic games to be held in China. and
has a huge collecuon of maps and
related materials.

Jubilee Festival for the Coronelli
Society

On 11 June 2002, exacty fifty vears
since the Coronellt Society was founded
in Vienna, a Jubilee Festivity took place
at the famous Nationa! Library in Vi-
enna whict holdv the sccond most
important globe collecuon i the world
(the foremost being at Greenwich, Lon-
don).

The president Peter Allmayer Beck
welcomed more than 200" participants
from all over the worla His father had
been one of the tounder  of the society,
and he 1s the fovrtr person to hold the
post of president

Papers were presented by Prof. Dr
Wolfgang Scharfe Facets of World
Models’. and Dr Eltv Decker, "The Globe
between Fact and Fiction” The Society
has published 50 monographs under the
title "Der Globus Freund and in future
there will be a regular Newsletter.

Every four vears an international
world congress 1~ heid. and the next one
will be in Nuremberg Nov 23-25,2002,

For more information about the So-
ciety contact its web sites:
www.onb.ac.at/sammlungen/globen
www.coronelli.org
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Oswald Dreyer-Eimbcke writes:

Before his retirement as Director
General of the Berlin State Library, Dr
Antonius  Jammers had originally
wanted to hold an exhibition of treasures
belonging to our long-standing member
Dr Thomasz Niewodniczanski. But ill-
ness forced Niewodniczanski, probably
Europe’s largest private map collector,
to delay the exhibition by four months.
As a result. the exhibition was opened
by  Jammers®  successor  Graham
Jefcoats, who previously worked 1n the
British Library.

The exhibition in Berlin, which was
held in Library Building 8. Unter den
Linden until 8 June 2002, marked the
start of a series of exhibitions under the
title  “Imago Poloniae® which the
well-known collector is showing at
three venues in Poland as well, under the

patronage of the Presidents of Germany
and Poland. The Berlin exhibition
showed some 60 percent of the total of
2400 exhibits. This alone is a great
achievement on the part of the exhibi-
tion designer Klaus-Jiirgen Sembach,
because the space available for the exhi-
bition was very limited — even less than
the space I was allotted for far fewer ex-
hibits. The collection was presented in
compressed form as the ‘collector’s
storeroom’.

Future venues will be the Royal Pal-
acc in Warsaw from 4 November to 3]
December 2003, the National Museum
in Cracow from 7 February to 30 March
2003, and the Ossolinski National Insti-
tute in Wroclaw from 24 April to 30
June 2003.

This was not the first time the Berlin
State Library had been able to show its
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visitors maps from Niewodniczanski's
collection; the earlier exhibition was ti-
tled ‘Imago Germaniae’ in 1996.

In a didactic concept of his personal
design, Tomasz Niewodniczanski pres-
ents his collection to the German and
Polish public and arranges his wealth of
maps of Poland in fan-shaped form on
more than 200 tableaux. This arrange-
ment chosen by the collector and
executed by his own hand affords infor-
mative insights into the varying
conditions of  the maps. The
cartographic 1tems arc supplemented by
historical documents and manuscripts
which provide excellent illustrations of
the history and culture of Poland. The
narrow aisles symbolise the immense
size of the collection reflected on the ta-
bleaux. For the Berlin exhibition the
originally separate tableaux on history
(H) and cartography (K) were linked by
the collector to create a varied excursion
through the history of Poland. The num-
bering of the tableaux makes it easy to
identify the detailed descriptions of the
exhibits in the two extensive volumes of
the catalogue.

The walls of the ‘exhibition
chamber are dominated by large-scale
wall maps. a view of the city of Cracow
by Matthdus Merian, a historical plan of
the city of Warsaw. and three copper en-
gravings of cityscapes by Canaletto
which are so faithful to detail that they
simplified the task of rebuilding a city
that was totally destroyed by the Ger-
mans during the Second World War.

The collector’s interest, his scien-
tific activities and his didactic ambitions
are manifested in the exhibition by the
form deliberately chosen by him for the
presentation of his collection. The close
juxtaposition of all versions of a map is
intended to bring to the visitor’s notice

the large number of representations of
Poland and the frequently bewildering
wealth of different conditions of the in-
dividual maps. Above all, however. 1t
gives an impression of the situation of
the cartographic historian. who can di-
rectly compare and examine the maps
down to the last detail on the basis of his
collection.

Niewodniczansky is well known for
coming directly to the point. In his open-
ing speech he capuvated the audience,
who had come in their hundreds. by com-
municating his passion for collecting,
And nobody missed how carcfullv he
maintained the suspense. He knew what
the audience were waiting for He had an-
nounced his promise often enough, and
he repeated 1t that evening when his phe-
nomenal collection of cartographic
rarities first went on display in Berlin Af-
ter a brief overview, in which he recalled
that his collection of Polish maps. globes.
atlases and views (vedute) was unsur-
passed in Europe when it comes to
documenting the historical topography of
Poland, he went straight to the point, as 1s
his nature. Without a further glance at his
manuscript, he declared that he would do-
nate this valuable collection, his life’s
work, to the Republic of Poland — pro-
vided 1t agreed to return the precious
books that were ¢vacuated from the for-
mer Prussian State Library on Unter den
Linden during the war. The books are cur
rently housed in the Jagellonian
University of Cracow. Well aware of the
drama of the moment  Tomasz
Niewodniczansky raised his right hand 1
swear it," he declared into the silence
“The collection is to be the reward tor the
return of the books — otherwise they
won’t get anything!” The fact 1s that he 15
using his collection as a valuable bait, as a
golden carrot for his countrymen, know
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seen in numerous exhibitions inside and
outside Germany. The collection, which
also contains numerous printed docu-
ments and archive items (historical
documents and manuscripts), centres
round historical impressions of maps
depicting Niewodniczansky's father-
land Poland. A unique feature is the fact
that in most cases the collector pos-
sesses not only one version of a map, but
alarge number of different impressions.

Niewodniczanski has already made
a small part of the collection available to
Szeczin and Wroclaw.

There are two catalogues, each
priced at Euro 25: Volume 1 with docu-
ments on the history of Poland, and
Volume 2 consisting mainly of carto-
graphic items.

These volumes are available from
the Berlin State Library, Vestibiil. Unter
den Linden 8, D-10117 Berlin, Germany.

* %k ok ok ok

Letters to the Editor

Carli Pazzini

[ would be grateful for any informa-
tion on the above cartographer. I have not

been able to find any references to date.
SANDY MURRAY
Burnhaven, Belts of Collonach
Strachan, Kincardineshire
AB31 6NL

We would like to introduce the
International Map Collectors’ Society to
Archives Ltd, a private collector of antique
maps and atlases from the 15th century to
the 19th century. We are presenting for
immediate sale the entire substantial
collection. The group can be sold in its
entirety or on a map by map basis.

A comprehensive map and atlas cat-
alogue 1s avilable via e-mail, regular
mail or on floppy disk. Information con-
cerning this collection 1s avilable from:
Bill Selcer. Archives Lid
PO Box 2072
Beverley Hills, Calif. 90213
Tel: (818) 905-1310
Email: Archiveslt@aol.com

Private sale
Map Collector, full set (Nos 1-74),

Mint condition with official green hold-
ers and index. £800.
Maps of Bucks, by Gordon Wyatt,
1978, mint conditiuon £45.
Packing and carriage at cost.
F.A. Collinson
West Street, Corfe Castle
Wareham, Dorset BH20 SHD
Tel: 01929 480 223.

Map Quote (supplied by Valeric Newby):

‘In India the whole business of ac-
cess to maps and land photographs 1s a
nightmare. It 1s one of the best-mapped
countries in the world. The British put
huge resources into map-making and
that continued after independence. The
Survey of India produces detailed and
up-to-date maps of the entire country.
Unfortunately, they are impossible for
the general public to obtamn. Large-scale
maps can only be requisitioned by gov-

others is illegal. It is also against the taw
to take any map of a scale larger than
1:250,000 out of the country. This 1s all
in the name of national security.’
Moxham, Roy, The Great Hedge of
India (London 2001)pp. 149-150.
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What is an IMCoS Member?

What 1s the glue that holds IMCoS
members together? The IMCoS leaflet
says that IMCoS 1s *a forum for all those
who are interested in maps’. More than
that, as the leaflet says later, it is for
those who share an enthusiasm for
maps. This 1s certainly true, but the
range of IMCoS members’ enthusiasms
1s far-reaching and diverse.

Atarecent meeting I had the 1dea of
trying to depict members’ interests as a
visual picture (opposite). Maybe this has
been done before but it may amuse read-
ers to scc if their speciality 1s or 1s not
there. And if not, to let the Editor know
so that perhaps 1t can be included in fu-
ture.

The obvious core words are MAPS
and CHARTS. But then there are plans
and birds -eye views and 3-D models,
not forgetting collectors of globes and
atlases. And touching on almost every
map are the two twins History and Ge-
ography. Immediately linked 1s of
course the important group of maps in
books, especially relating to the allied
world of Exploration and Travel. To
many. bibliography, printing tech-
niques, signs and symbols, decoration,
colour. cartouches, vignettes and typog-
raphy arc mmportant and fascinating
specialist topics. Other enthusiasts come
to maps by way of the map sciences such
as surveying, navigation and astronomy.

I have included three less familiar
categories: cognitive cartography, per-
formance cartography and material
cartography. However, 1 myself don’t
know any individiual IMCoS members
who claim them as collector interests —
nor indeed do I pretend to know much
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about them as subjects at all. But maps
take strange forms and enquirers seek-
ing the frontiers of cartography should
dip into volume two, book three of the
University of Chicago’s on-going His-
tory of Cartography. The three
categories above have been taken from
Table 1 (Categories of representation of
non-western spatial thought and expres-
sion) in the introduction to this diverse
and complex volume by David Wood-
ward and G Malcolm Lewis. Indigenous
cartography embraces many such exam-
ples.

Then there are the thematic areas of
representation such as earth properties,
climate, disease, religion, fauna and
flora and ethnography. Maps of cam-
paigns, battles and fortifications have
their devotees, and there are the collec-
tors of communication maps: roads,
canals, railways and routes through the
sea or air. Further links may take us into
multi-disciplinary areas — archaeology.
genealogy, art history and politics.

The list could go on and on and in
one sense the map-maker, his national-
ity and the year are irrelevant.

RODNEY SHIRLEY

|
' The Editor would welcome such short
items of interest from all members. As |
I repeat so often, if it interests you, 1t 1s
sure to interest others too.
So do please send in anything that
you have been pondering lately, that
. has suddenly occurred to you as you
pass around the map fair, or that came |
in your dreams (related to maps!').
Note the new address on page 1.










Book Reviews

Trading Places: The East India Com-
pany and Asia 1600-1834, by Anthony
Farrington. The British Library, 96
Euston Road. London NW1 2DB. ISBN
0-7123-4756-9. pp. 128, £17.95.

This 1s an account by Anthony
Farrington of the faraway. remote. ro-
mantic East India Company. traced from
the original Charter granted in 1600 byv
the agemng Q.E.1 untl its end 1n the
1830s.

It accompanies the exhibition
‘Trading Places’. sponsored by Standard
Chartered 1n association with the Dailvy
Telegrapi at the British Library from
May 24th to September 15th. Standard
Chartered 1s an amalgam of three Banks
steeped 1n trade with Asia through sev-
eral centuries.

The book gives an insight into the ex-
traordinary progress of trade between
Europe and Asia from the beginnings;
first the Portuguese, then the Dutch, fol-
lowed by the British, in fierce and bloody
competition with each other.

So many commodities we take for
granted, tea, spices, some like pepper
common or garden now, silks and other
fabrics. porcelain: but not, within the re-
mit of this book. rubber or oil.

For cartophiles. one lovely coloured
double-page 1llustrated Blaeu of Asia, a
black and white plan of Bantam in Java of
1598 by Willem Lodewijckszoon, a dou-
ble page 1808 View of the East India
Docks and not a lot else.

This book, though, should be taken
together with a tour of the exhibition. We
have come to IMCoS by different routes:
postal history, philately, topography, hol-

iday reminders and many other
serendipitous journeys.
The success of long voyages

through little known seas was achieved
with accurate charts, you would think.
There is no chart illustrated 1n this
book. but we know why. The lcgend
adjacent to the Blaeu states that the
carly navigators ‘relied on hard experi-
ence supplemented by written sailing
instructions. known as rutters.” These
were guarded like the crown jewels.
understandably.

This 1s an easy-to-read history of a
subject which is obscure to most of us,
well produced and entertaining. by a
man who knows his subject. He was.
until recently, head of the India Office
Records at The British Library.

GEOFFREY TAPPER

The Printed Plans of Norwich
1558-1840, a Carto-Bibliography. by
Raymond Frostick. Witley Press,
Hunstanton, Norfolk. ISBN 09542 471
08, 215.00, £2 (+p&p) in the U.K.

This 1s a soft covered volume, with
82 pages and 37 illustrations. four of
them coloured. It 1s what it says it 1s.
and the likely market 1s probablyv wider
than for other cities about the kingdonn.
Norwich has so much going for it.

Winston Churchill mentions a
monument to his wife by a Syrian visi-
tor in Roman times, Viking massacres
at the end of the 10th century and Rob-
ert Ket's unhappy ‘Peasants Revolt™ of
1549.

The real Norwich was in the Mid-
dle Ages when it was the third city in
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the kingdom behind London and Bristol.
It was rich because of its cloth industry,
and it retains a peculiar charm through its
regional aloofness. It isn’t a staging post
on a route for somewhere else.

Raymond Frostick’s book displays
all the care needed to define the impor-
tant features of 62 maps, plans or
prospects of Norwich in the time span
stipulated above. The information on
each is economically set out, and the ma-
jority are illustrated. The whole 1is as
satisfying as any bibliography could be.

We await Raymond Frostick’s ex-
tension of this work to include the whole
of Norfolk. I hope he achieves this. Every
county should have such a survey.
Norwich is rich in history and folklore. It
deserves special attention.

I particularly enjoyed the Prospects
of Norwich described as originating in
newspapers and magazines, especially
attractive in the early 18th century exam-

ples.
JOHN GREGORY

Mercator, The Man Who Mapped the
Planet, by Nicholas Crane. Weidenfeld
and Nicholson, The Orion Publishing
Group. Price £20. ISBN 0-297-64665-6.

This book is a weighty volume of
348 pages, with 30 black and white and
10 coloured illustrations, of good quality.
It is a serious biography of a world figure
as well. The giants of the 16th century in
cartography were Mercator, Ortelius,
Saxton and Apian for me. The interaction
between these men is clearly documented
in this book, and the advance of Mercator
himself, born Gerard Kremer, is lovingly
portrayed.

The book is full of historical re-
search. The bibliography is 8 pages long.

The notes occupy no fewer than 38
pages. Contemporary cartographers are
given full coverage. But there are other
great figures in world history who
rubbed shoulders with Mercator in the
16th century.

Mercator lived from 1512 to 1594.
The 16th century was teeming with dis-
covery and danger. The foremost
figures in the reformation including
Martin Luther and William Tyndale in-
teract with the story of Mercator as
recounted here.

Mercator was a cosmographer who
sought to join scientific method to the
highest standards of cartography. The
century he lived in was full of religious
controversy and bigotry from which
cosmography was not immune. The
Reformation was transacted with cru-
elty on every side. Cruelty at that time
meant torture and death. Scientific dis-
coveries were suspect and their
discoverers were subject to the ruthless
scrutiny of the Inquisition. Although a
13th century creation, it was particu-
larly fierce in the 16th century, as
Copernicus and Galileo could testify.

The book also embraces other six-
teenth century heroes such as the
Cabots, Lucas Cranach, Francis Drake,
Albrecht Diirer, Erasmus, Braun and
Hogenberg, Hans Holbein and Abra-
ham Ortelius, among many others.

But Mercator is known universally
for his Projection. Cartophilists may
also know that this was a system de-
vised by Mercator in which the globe 1s
projected onto a cylinder, and the me-
ridians of longitude are at right angles
to the parallels of latitude. Nicholas
Crane describes it all rather more
excitingly. Mercator’s genius and
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achievements in cosmography are mi-
nutely analysed. His Chronologia was
listed in the Index of Prohibited Books in
Parma (1580) and Rome(1596).
Mercator’s success was largely post-
humous. His reputation continues to
grow. This book will help that process.
JUNE RAPHAEL

Classified Advertisement

HELP WANTED: Short-term re-
searcher to assist completion of Tooley’s
Dictionary of Mapmakers for 3-4
days/wk in central Aylesbury. £10-£12
per hr depending on experience. Tel:
Valerie Scott 01296 395866.
<mapcollector@btopenworld.com>

Classified advertisements are free to
members for non-trade advertisements.
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