






























































































































































Dear Mr Cohagen,

[ am writing to you in my capacity as the Society’s newly appointed International Sccretary, in
1esponsce to your fetter to Stephen Luck which was published in our last journal.

I am sorry that you have cause tor complaint, but glad that you took the trouble to write and
that you will be continuing your membership tor another year.

Fam not sure why you feel that the Society is an outlet tor deaters — is it hecause you receive
many saies tsts and catalogues from them as aresult of your membership? Many members regard
this as a bencfit. I can only say that dealers are very much in a nunority, pay appropriately for their
advertising and to participate at our Annual Map Fair, while those several who are actually involved
in some way with the work of the Society put far more into it than they could ever hope to get out of
it commercially

A major benetit for incrcasingly large numbers of members from all over the world is
participation in our Annual London Symposium, Dinner and Map Fair wecekend, and also our
Intermational Sympositm. last vear m Cyprus  this year in Finland. Obviously, not all members
can, tor oncircason or another attend atb or even most of these events. That is why we mailed to all
membcaers outside the UK the 1984 World Map Exhibition Catalogue which we hope you found of
interest and value. This vear T do trust that we shall see you in London in June, or Helsinki in
Sceptember.

You should, by now have received the fatest copy of the [IMCoS Journal which, with our
members outside the Ul particularly in nind, we have considerably expanded. Thope you find it an
improvement. Inreply toyour query and on behalt ot the Editor, Thave to say yes, it is exceptionally
ditficult to obtam a flow of well written and inforniative articles. Atl contiibutions will be gratefuily
received.

This brings me to the matter of costs. Printing and postage costs are extremely hiah and keep
rising, with the cost of crerything else the Socicty does also very high. This is in spite of the great
deal of obvioushy unpard work done by yowr honorary officers and various free contributions of
materials, scrvices and facilities by others, inctuding dealers. Possibly exchanace rates make the
£12 membership fee scem “enormous” to you but this has been kept at the s mie fevel for three
years now, in spite of inflation, and is no more than the price of a rcasonable restaurant meal for
one here in the UK. Regarding a brecakdown ol the Socicty's financial activities, all members can
obtain cach year, at or following the Annual Generat Meeting, a fairly detailed statement. T will ask
our Treasurer, Geolfrey Kamsden, to send you a copy this year without further ado, and you will be
welcome to o wery with him any point that you wish.

Finally, another way that we hope our membetrs will benefit in the future is by the appointment
of representatives in as many lerritories as possible, so that groups of membcers can get together
locally, under the wmbrella of, and with help trom IMCoS centratly.

The most recent example of this working exceptionalhy well is inJapan where a "branch” of the
Socicly has been formed. Kjartan Gunnarsson has hindhy offered his scrvices and has been
appointed Kepresentative in fceland. T expect vou hnow him alrcady, but we hope there arce
sufficient other collectors or potential collectors  academics and the ke in fceland, with whom you
can successtully develop common interests.,

Yourrs most sincerely

Mark E. Cohagen
ringbraut 84
Key Kjavic 15-107

lceland.

Dear Editor,

May | start by thanking Alan Hulme and company for the John Rylands meeting, it was much
¢ preciated.

A comment on the recent fetters concerning the benetit of membership, set against cost. In

overall terms |still consider menmbership good valuce tor money, althouah in my specific interest,
in-depth information is usually facking in the Journal.

In this respect 1ofeel we underrate the use of the Journal as a platform for sclf help in
acnerating the type of information we require iy I through this letter ask all members whose
colfccting interest is Kent if they would be interested in the possibifity of forming a — ent Section’
of IMCoS. If so, perhaps they would contact the Editor, and if sufficient numbers, and interest
watrant, we can pursue e matter tur - e
Yours sincerely
Tomy
R.A.Burgess.
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